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sesses  a  pair  of  remarkable  maces,  of  which  I  have  been 
enabled,  through  the  courtesy  of  Mrs.  Dent,  of  Sudeley  Castle,  to 
give  engravings  in  Fig.  15.  They  measure  155  inches  in  length, 
and  are  of  iron  encased  in  silver.  The  head  of  each  is  crested 
with  an  elegant  circlet  of  fleurs-de-lis  and  a  kind  of  leaf  orna¬ 
ment.  On  the  flat  plate  at  the  top  of  each,  within  the  circlet, 
and  surrounded  by  a  raised  cable  border,  are  engraved  the  royal 
arms,  quarterly,  i  and  4,  France  (three  fleurs-de-lis) ;  2  and  3, 
England  ;  the  shield  being  surmounted  with  a  fleur-de-lis  and 
other  ornaments,  and  having  on  each  of  its  sides  a  feather. 
The  shafts  are  plain,  and  divided  into  four  lengths  by  encircling 
bands,  the  lower  division  having  five,  projecting  plates,  which  are 
of  open-work  and  of  ornate  “  crocketed  ”  and  foliated  design. 
The  seal  of  the  town,  although  bearing  the  date  1558,  which  is 
simply  that  of  its  charter,  is  modern,  and  consequently  some¬ 
what  misleading. 

( To  he  coniiniied.') 
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Germany  has  established  the  salutary  practice  of  holding,  i 
though  at  somew'hat  irregular  periods,  e.xhibitions  which 
test  the  character  and  condition,  for  the  time  being,  of  the  national 
arts.  The  present,  which  happens  to  be  located,  and  not  inap¬ 
propriately,  in  Diisseldorf,  is  the  fourth  of  these  stock-takings, 
or  competitive  examinations.  The  arts  on  this  occasion  are  con¬ 
federated  with  industries  ;  but  while  the  former  are  co-extensive 
w'ith  the  whole  of  Germany,  the  latter  are  circumscribed  to 
“Rhineland,  Westphalia,  and  neighbouring  districts.”  Yec 
practically  the  pictures,  which  number  about  one  thousand,  and 
the  statues,  which  do  not  exceed  seventy-five,  and  call  for  no 
notice,  come  chiefly  from  the  same  provinces  as  the  manufac¬ 
tures.  Thus  naturally  the  school  of  Diisseldorf  is  the  best  repre¬ 
sented  ;  then  follow  Berlin  and  some  minor  capitals  in  allegiance 
with  the  empire ;  while  the  school  of  Munich,  as  the  most 
powerful  in  Germany,  does  not  fail  to  make  its  presence  felt. 
The  collective  result  falls  somewhat  short  of  what  might  be 
e.xpected  or  desired.  For  example,  the  project,  at  one  time  con¬ 
templated,  of  giving  here  on  the  spot  a  retrospective  view  of  the 
Diisseldorf  school,  has  unfortunately  not  been  carried  out.  And 
then,  again,  equally  to  be  regretted  is  the  absence  of  leading 
artists,  such  as  Steinle,  Piloty,  Lietzen-Meyer,  Defregger,  and 
Wislicenus,  lately  Director  of  the  Diisseldorf  Academy.  Also  to 
Lessing  and  Feuerbach,  two  distinguished  artists,  as  recently 
deceased,  and  leaving  a  void  never  to  be  filled,  the  tribute  of 
some  few  representative  works  within  these  galleries  was  surely 
due.  Lastly,  to  make  an  end  of  grievances,  the  pictures  do  not 
come  from  accredited  private  or  public  collections,  as  usual  in 
international  exhibitions,  but  with  few  exceptions  they  are  for 
sale,  and  thus  this  Art  assemblage  has  been  stigmatized  as  a 
shop.  Yet,  notwithstanding  all  such  imputations  and  defects, 
public  opinion  in  Germany  has  pronounced  strongly  in  favour  of 
the  undertaking,  and  the  crowds  flocking  in  from  neighbouring 
and  distant  towns  and  villages,  filling  hotels,  and  rendering 


*  j\Ir,  Ring,  during  his  year  of  office,  set  a  laudable  example  to  mayors  of  other 
towns  by  devoting  his  time  and  talents  to  the  preparation  of  a  pleasantly  written  and 
carefully  prepared  history  of  the  town  over  which  he  presided,  entitled  “  Old  Times 
Revisited  in  the  Borough  and  Parish  of  Lymington,”  to  which  I  have  pleasure  in 
calling  attention. 


locomotion  within  the  galleries  irksome,  have  secured  for  the 
exhibition  a  financial  success.  The  English  people  have  much 
to  learn  from  these  galleries  ;  to  them  even  the  names  in  the 
catalogue  are  for  the  most  part  unknown ;  hence  the  following 
criticism,  though  necessarily  brief,  may  prove  of  some  service, 
by  showing  the  recent  changes  that  have  come  over  the  German 
schools,  the  transitions  from  manners  high,  dry,  and  colourless, 
to  styles  real  and  romantic. 

It  is  hard  to  imagine  a  change  more  radical  than  that  which 
has  overtaken  religious  Art  in  Diisseldorf.  The  styles  identified 
with  Overbeck  and  Cornelius  are  all  but  extinct,  and  these 
galleries  show  only  the  wreck  left  behind.  Franz  Ittenbach, 
one  of  the  latest  survivors,  was  afflicted  in  bodily  health,  as  the 
writer  can  testify  from  a  visit  paid  to  his  studio  last  autumn, 
shortly  before  his  death  ;  but  the  faith,  singleness  of  aim,  and 
devotion  which  animated  the  life  and  art  of  Ittenbach  remained 
steadfast  to  the  end,  and  the  ‘  Holy  Family  ’  here  exhibited  as 
“  in  memoriam  ”  is  imbued  with  the  peace  and  the  purity  of  the 
world  into  which  the  artist  has  entered.  Eduard  Gebhardt,  a 
Russian  by  birth,  and  Professor  of  Painting  in  the  Diisseldorf 
Academy,  is  a  leader  in  an  opposite  school.  The  picture  of 
Christ,  of  which  there  exists  a  replica  as  an  altar-piece  in  a 
church  near  Berlin,  is  impressive  ;  one  hand  holds  the  sacra¬ 
mental  cup,  the  other  is  raised  in  benediction,  while  the  gaze 
is  fixedly  set  on  the  spectator.  This  artist,  unlike  the  previous 
generation  of  religious  painters,  has  a  strong  hand  and  almost 
a  rude  fcchniqtce ;  and  he  is  singular  and  exceptional,  inas¬ 
much  as  when  depicting  Christ  and  the  apostles,  as  seen  in  the 
Berlin  National  Gallery,  he  forsakes  the  traditional  types  of  the 
old  Italian  masters,  and  betakes  himself  to  the  physiognomies 
of  northern  races.  It  is  suggestive  of  speculation  to  obserx’e 
these  conflicts  of  races  and  religions  in  the  ever-changeful  and 
transitional  arts  of  modern  Germany.  Yet  still  stands  immu¬ 
table  in  the  eclectic  and  old  traditional  style  of  a  century  ago 
Julius  Roeting,  who  contributes  a  life-size  ‘  Entombment,’  which, 
for  academic  study  in  the  composition  of  line,  in  the  disposition 
of  drapery,  and  in  the  allocation  of  colours  passing  from  pri¬ 
maries  to  tertiaries,  might  have  come  from  the  studio  of  Van 
Dyck  in  Flanders,  or  from  the  school  of  the  Carracci  in  Bologna. 
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I’his  somewhat  conventional  embodiment  of  religious  feeling  is 
suited  for  an  altar-piece,  and  no  motives  intrude  which  render 
it  unfitting  for  a  Protestant  church.  It  is  well  to  bear  in  mind 
that  in  Diisseldorf,  as  to  creeds,  we  are  on  neutral  ground,  and 
that  all  churches  and  religions  receive  in  turn  impartial  treat¬ 
ment.  Albert  Baur,  Professor  in  the  Diisseldorf  Academy,  has 
been  favourably  known  by  a  pathetic  and  eminently  popular 
picture  in  the  Town  Gallery,  the  ‘  Christian  Martyr;’  and  now 
in  the  exhibition  he  shows  himself  scarcely  less  felicitous  in 
conception  and  composition,  and  certainly  more  masterly  in 
drawing’  and  iechniqiie,  by  a  striking  scene  depicting  the 
sealing  of  the  sepulchre  of  Christ  after  the  crucifixion  and 
entombment.  Jewish  rabbis,  accompanied  by  Roman  soldiers, 
advance  along  a  cleft  in  the  rock,  and  a  seal  is  solemnly  set  on 
the  closed  tomb  :  the  holy  women,  seated  aside  at  a  short  dis¬ 
tance,  wait  and  watch  in  agony.  The  picture  marks  the  present 
phase  of  Christian  Art  in  Diisseldorf ;  religious  spiritualism  and 
fervour  have  departed,  and  their  place  is  taken  by  realism  and 
naturalism,  and  thus  Lessing  and  the  rationalists  gain  the  day 
over  Overbeck  and  Schadow,  the  apostles  of  faith.  From  the 
school  of  Munich  comes  yet  another  aspect  of  Christian  Art  in 
the  ‘  Madonna  and  Child,’  by  Gabriel  Max,  a  painter  who  for 
Art  purposes,  as  did  the  late  Bulwer  Lytton  for  literary  ends, 
dabbles  in  so-called  “  Spiritualism.”  This  desire  to  pry 
into  the  hidden  secrets  of  life  and  death,  and  to  uplift  the 
veil  from  the  unseen  world,  has  long  made  itself  felt  in  the  works 
of  this  anomalous  and  abnormal  artist.  In  England  the  manner 
has  a  fascination  for  some,  and  a  repulsion  for  others  ;  and  this 
‘  Madonna  and  Child  ’  will  win  sympathy  or  the  contrary  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  spectator’s  state  of  mind.  The  picture  can  hardly 
hold  a  place  in  Christian  Art  :  the  mother  is  little  more  than  a 
well-selected  model,  into  which  has  been  infused  a  Cenci-like 
pallor  and  sadness.  The  writer  a  year  ago  visited  the  studio  of 
Gabriel  Max  in  Munich,  and  the  works  in  progress  may  yet 
bring  to  the  world  unexpected  sensations.  The  ‘  Flight  into 
Egypt,’  by  Hans  Thoma,  of  Frankfort,  is  going  the  round  of 
exhibitions,  it  having  been  in  Munich  last  autumn,  and  every¬ 
where  it  excites  astonishment  and  even  ridicule.  The  picture  is 
as  far  removed  from  nature  as  from  Art ;  it  is  not  childlike  in 
simplicity,  but  childish  in  ignorance.  How  passing  strange 
that  a  nation  of  philosophers  and  professors  should  tolerate  this 
outrage  on  laws  human  and  divine  ! 

The  Germans  are  naturally  addicted  to  historic  painting, 
because  in  past  and  present  times  they  show  themselves  active 
and  earnest  in  enacting  history.  And  the  awakening  of  the 
national  spirit,  and  the  reanimated  love  for  the  Fatherland 
pledged  to  deliverance  from  French  domination,  have  thrown 
artists  back  to  old  chronicles  for  themes  veritably  German. 
Hence  Peter  Janssen,  trained  in  the  school  of  Bendemann,  and 
now  advanced  to  the  foremost  rank,  chooses  local  subjects, 
beginning  with  the  preaching  of  St.  Boniface,  for  the  important 
wall  pictures  he  is  diligently  executing  in  the  Rathhaus  of  the 
old  town  of  Erfurt.  Three  of  the  cartoons  in  charcoal,  fourteen 
feet  long,  the  figures  over  life,  are  among  the  most  signal  works 
here  exhibited :  the  manner  bespeaks  power  and  originality ; 
character  is  pronounced  trenchantly ;  indeed,  some  studies  of 
heads  in  a  neighbouring  room  verge  on  caricature,  yet  they  are 
as  if  Holbein  had  made  the  drawings,  and  Caravaggio  had  laid 
on  bodily  and  boldly  the  colours.  The  immediate  future  of 
German  Art  in  what  may  be  termed  its  monumental  phases 
rests  greatly  with  Peter  Janssen  ;  and  it  is  to  be  regretted  that, 
in  pursuit  of  realism,  he  throws  aside  the  idealism  of  his  imme¬ 
diate  predecessors  ;  yet  he  is  wise  in  his  generation,  for  in  so 
doing  he  is  but  giving  acceptable  fulfilment  to  the  spirit  of 
the  times. 

Historic  costume  painting  and  historic  genre,  to  which  in  a 
prosaic,  but  not  undecorative  way,  the  Germans  have  indus¬ 
triously  given  themselves,  find  place  in  these  galleries.  Adolf 
Treidler,  of  Berlin,  evidently  founds  his  style  upon  Karl  Becker’s 
‘  Charles  V.  in  the  House  of  Fiigger,’  and  ‘Albert  Durer  among 
the  Painters  in  Venice.’  But  in  his  kindred  composition,  taken 
from  the  history  of  Francis  I.  and  Charles  V.,  he  falls  into  a  j 
besetting  sin  of  the  present  day :  he  makes  costume  dominate  | 
1880. 
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over  humanity,  and  the  spectator  thinks  less  of  the  monarchs 
than  of  tailors’  and  milliners’  handiwork.  Joseph  Fliiggen,  a 
professor  in  Munich,  and  favourably  known  in  London,  is  cer¬ 
tainly  the  reverse  of  trivial  or  frivolous ;  he  looks  on  costume  and 
accoutrements  with  the  sober  eye  of  an  antiquary.  His  own  studio 
is  richly  stored  as  a  museum,  and  his  picture  here,  ‘  The  Baptism 
of  tlie  Emperor  Maximilian,’  reads  as  a  time-worn  page  from  an 
old  chronicle  of  the  period.  Fliiggen,  in  common  with  Germans 
generally,  is  learned  in  the  laws  of  composition  ;  he  groups  liis 
figures  with  symmetry,  he  balances  his  episodes  in  due  subordi¬ 
nation  to  the  main  action.  In  colour  and  shadow,  like  the  late 
Baron  Leys,  he  is  sombre ;  age  clothes  his  historic  scenes  with 
picturesqueness,  and  the  eye  looks  on  olden  days  through  dim 
perspective  a  long  way  off.  Such  poetic  vision  is  the  gift  of 
Fliiggen.  Nor  must  a  stirring  scene  from  the  peasants’  war 
by  Fritz  Neuhaus,  of  Diisseldorf,  be  forgotten.  These  are  works 
wherein  artist,  archaeologist,  and  ethnologist  go  hand  in  hand. 

Philosophic,  poetic,  and  contemplative  has  been  and  is  the 
Art  of  Diisseldorf.  Edward  Bendemann,  a  patriarch  among  a 
younger  generation,  has  given  some  late  fruits  which,  after 
German  fashion,  are  called  in  the  catalogue  a  ‘‘cyclus  in  water 
colours.”  On  examination  the  scenes  are  found  to  be  laid  in 
mid-desert :  in  one  a  caravan  threatened  with  a  sand-storm  has 
missed  its  way,  and  consternation  seizes  each  countenance  when 
guides  differ  and  dispute,  and  where  all  seems  lost.  In  contrast, 
and  more  after  the  bland  manner  of  our  own  Goodall,  is  a  sunny, 
smiling  oasis  :  a  land  of  plenty  delights  the  wayfarer,  and  gleeful 
children  sport  among  palm-trees  and  the  tendrils  of  the  vine. 
Thus  the  artist,  after  the  burden  of  life’s  long  labour,  unbends  in 
his  venerable  age.  Rudolf  Bendemann  the  younger  follows  in 
his  father’s  footsteps,  though  at  a  distance  :  the  burial  of  a  bard, 
lyre  in  hand,  borne  by  a  company  of  young  maidens,  is  both 
poetic  and  pathetic,  and  the  handling,  as  befits  the  subject,  shows 
tenderness  and  pains.  In  Germany  of  late  years  has  arisen  a 
school  of  romance  and  passion  with  attendant  warmth  of  colour. 
Strangely  enough  this  Venetian  predilection  declared  itself  in 
Munich  in  the  presence  of  the  ‘  Last  Judgment,’  and  other  crea¬ 
tions  of  Cornelius  absolutely  obnoxious  and  repellent  as  to  colour. 
The  leader  in  the  new  movement  is  Hans  Makart,  whom  fortune 
took  from  Munich  to  Vienna,  but  other  geniuses  reared  in  Piloty’s 
school,  Faber  du  Faur,  Lietzen-Meyer,  Lindenschmidt,  and 
Gysis,  have  fallen  under  the  same  voluptuous  spell.  Faber  du 
Faur,  of  French  parentage,  in  the  ‘  Oriental  Horse  Bazaar,’ 
once  more  emulates  the  ardent  colouring  of  Delacroix ;  Linden¬ 
schmidt,  in  depicting  a  lady  robed  sumptuously  and  appropriately 
named  ‘Venezia,’  strives  to  outvie  Veronese  and  Paris  Bordone  ; 
Avhile  Gysis,  Greek  by  birth,  and  naturally  tending  to  Oriental- 
ization,  rejoices  over  scenes  w'hich  recall  the  works  of  Bonington 
and  William  Muller.  As  a  sign  of  the  times  may  be  quoted 
Edward  Hiibner,  who  has  forsworn  the  high  Art  of  his  venerable 
father  for  the  passionate  romance  of  Rubens.  Professor  Keller, 
of  Carlsruhe,  in  ‘  Hero  and  Leander,’  with  a  brilliant  technique 
and  masterly  handling,  is  once  more  impelled  into  an  alarming 
extravaganza.  Professor  Knille,  of  Berlin,  vacillates  between 
styles  severe  and  seductive  in  two  friezes,  each  twenty  feet  long — 
the  one,  ‘  Athens  :  Plato  with  his  Scholars  ;  ’  the  other,  ‘  Paris  : 
the  Sorbonne ;  a  Disputation  before  St.  Lewis  ’ — severally  destined 
for  the  decoration  of  the  staircase  of  the  Berlin  University. 
Professor  Pohle,  of  Dresden,  again  exhibits  his  success,  ‘Elegy,’ 
a  lady  w’ith  a  lyre  and  a  book  of  poetry,  a  figure  which  ma)’ 
recall  the  inspired  and  impassioned  action  and  utterance  of 
Sarah  Bernhardt.  German  artists  are  reticent  of  the  nude,  but 
when  unblushingly  they  emulate  French  audacity,  as  in  ‘  Mid¬ 
summer,’  by  Adalbert  IBegas,  eager  crowds  spy  into  the  canvas; 
but  the  Art  is  not  so  supreme  as  to  palliate  impropriety. 

Recent  wars  have  called  into  action  the  German  phalanx  of 
battle  painters,  who  long  ago  perfected  heroic  arms  and  arts  in 
Munich  and  Diisseldorf.  Professor  Camphausen  produces  an 
equestrian  portrait  of  Frederick  the  Great,  larger  than  life  ;  Pro¬ 
fessor  Hiinten  exhibits  a  royal  parade  of  troops  painted  by 
command  of  the  Emperor  ;  Christian  Sell  once  more  proves  his 
prowess  in  an  ‘  Infantry  Engagement ;  ’  while  Professor  Steffeck, 
of  Berlin,  is  not  far  distant  from  Horace  Vernet,  in  a  large 
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powerful  composition,  ‘  The  Emperor  William  at  Koniggratz.’ 
In  military  movements  on  canvas  the  Germans  are  scarcely  less 
adroit  than  the  French,  and  Professor  Kolitz,  of  Cassel,  in  the 
transport  of  prisoners  outside  the  walls  of  Metz,  has  apparent!}' 
founded  his  manner  on  M.  Protais  and  De  Neuville. 

The  Germans  have  a  plodding  way  of  mapping  out  prosaically 
plebeian  features  ;  they  possess,  however,  one  portrait  painter  of 
subtle  intuition  into  character,  and  with  a  sensitive  eye  for 
colour,  Herr  Lenbach,  who  unfortunately  is  absent.  The  Director 
of  the  Berlin  Academy,  Anton  Werner,  was  certainly  not  a  Titian 
when  he  painted  the  proclamation  of  the  German  Emperor  at 
Versailles.  A  head  by  the  well-tried  historic  painter,  Julius 
Roeting,  shows  features  sharply  chiselled  and  cleanly  painted  : 
the  best  of  German  portrait  painters  are  plastic  and  sculp¬ 
turesque  ;  they  model  the  face  as  a  bust.  As  a  piece  of  costume 
painting  startling  for  realism  and  relief  is  the  full-length  portrait 
by  Professor  Kolitz  of  a  lady  of  distinction  magnificently  robed. 
This  achievement  is  comparable  to  highly  wrought  portraits  by 
Rembrandt  in  his  middle  period  in  the  galleries  of  Cassel  and 
St.  Petersburg. 

The  e.xhibition,  even  at  a  glance,  gives  patent  signs  of  the 
preponderance  of  genre  painting.  The  Germans  are  a  social, 
industrious,  and  domestic  people ;  they  are  fond  of  home,  they 
enjoy  a  dance  or  a  feast,  and  these  their  daily  habits  or  avoca¬ 
tions  are  naturally  transferred  to  canvas.  Knaus,  Vautier, 
Salentin,  and  Jordan  are  almost  as  a  matter  of  course  present 
in  Diisseldorf,  though  they  can  scarcely  be  expected  to  surpass 
their  former  selves.  More  interest  necessarily  attaches  to  men 
who  have  not  run  the  length  of  their  tether.  Much  attention  has 
been  directed  to  the  pathetic  themes  earnestly  and  powerfully 
depicted  by  Otto  Gunther,  an  artist  who  in  some  measure  may 
fill  the  gap  left  by  the  untimely  death  of  E.  Kurzbauer  :  ‘  The 
Widower,’  desolate,  with  the  new-born  infant  to  recall  the  memory 
of  the  dead  mother,  presents  nought  but  what  is  man’y  and 
heroic  in  sorrow :  Germans  in  the  great  crises  of  life  are  habitu¬ 
ally  strong  even  to  sternness.  Professor  Carl  Hoff,  ever  serious 
and  solid,  in  the  ‘  Son’s  last  Greeting,’  touches  chords  deeply 
emotional.  The  Tyrolese  Mathias  Schmid,  like  his  countryman, 
Franz  Defregger,  paints  close  to  nature,  and  tells  with  outspoken 
truth  no  flattering  tale.  The  picturesque  costumes  of  peasants, 
fortunately  not  yet  obliterated  by  fashions,  and  the  trenchant 
traits  of  races,  studies  still  worthy  of  the  ethnologist  as  of  the 
artist,  give  to  genre  painting  of  Germany  distinctive  traits, 
as  seen  in  the  rural  life  of  Thuringia,  portrayed  by  Wilhelm 
Hasemann,  and  of  Upper  Bavaria,  depicted  by  C.  Seyppel.  On 
the  other  hand,  Friedrich  Hiddemann,  when  pleasingly  portraying 
a  ‘  Picnic  in  a  Wood,’  is  obliged  to  be  content  with  the  common¬ 
place  costumes  of  modern  society.  It  were  an  endless  task  to 
dwell  upon  the  many  skilled  artists  who  expatiate  by  turns  on 
the  changeful  charms  of  unsophisticated  life  and  cultured  society. 
Professor  Lasch,  August  Siegert,  and  Wilhelm  Grossmann  are 
masters  of  the  Dutch  manner  in  character,  and  in  the  detail  and 
accent  of  its  touch  :  German  artists  invariably  show  themselves 
versed  in  the  grammar  of  Art  ;  they  know  the  laws  by  which 
pictures  are  constructed.  The  higher  walks  oi genre,  pictures  of 
society,  genteel  comedy  as  played  in  the  Haymarket  Theatre, 
have  adepts  scarcely  surpassed  in  Paris,  save  for  light,  tripping 
facility  of  hand  and  touch.  Ferdinand  Briitt,  however,  is  dainty 
in  the  French  boudoir  style.  Jakob  Leisten,  taking  a  more 
sombre  view,  enters  the  house  of  mourning,  and  shadows  high 
life  with  sorrow ;  on  the  other  hand,  Schulz-Briesen  introduces, 
though  without  suspicion  of  vulgarity,  a  company  of  gentlemen 
discussing  wine  and  cigars.  In  Diisseldorf  we  have  to  remember 
that  we  are  at  the  seat  of  the  greatest  school  of  genre  in  the 
whole  world.  The  style  had  its  birth  and  maintains  its  habitat  in 
Northern  Europe  ;  we  have  Teniers  in  Holland,  Wilkie  in  Scot¬ 
land,  Tidemand  in  Scandinavia,  Knaus  in  Prussia  ;  all  are  of  one 
family,  and  at  the  present  time  the  favoured  home  is  Diisseldorf. 

Landscape  art,  as  displayed  in  these  galleries,  has  in  Germany 
different  aims  than  in  England.  It  reveals  in  nature  less  the 
accident  than  the  law,  it  discovers  in  the  outward  world  “motive,” 
it  attaches  to  the  inanimate  creation  human  interest.  Yet 
perchance  such  pedantic  doctrines,  which  savour  full  much  of 


metaphysical  profundities,  may  make  German  landscapes  too 
ponderous  and  methodic  for  unsophisticated  tastes,  and  in  all 
probability  a  survey  of  these  rooms,  though  exemplifying  the 
Germans  nearly  at  their  very  best,  will  do  little  to  conciliate 
English  prejudices.  Heroic  mountains,  snow-clad,  as  powerfully 
painted  by  August  Leu,  Otto  von  Kamecke,  and  others,  a 
mapped-out  picture  of  a  mountain-side  almost  as  large  as  life 
by  C.  C.  Schirm,  and  a  Norwegian  forest  of  immense  power  by 
Morten-Muller  will  possibly  shock  the  nerves  of  sensitive  minds. 
German  landscape  painters  cultivate  the  habit  of  composing 
from  a  “  motive  ”  often  suggested  by  an  actual  scene  in  nature, 
and  “the  idea,”  once  fixed,  is  then  amplified  and  improved. 
The  two  great  schools  of  landscape  in  Germany,  those  of 
Munich  and  Diisseldorf,  are  favourably  situated  for  such 
creative  operations  :  the  one  by  its  proximity  to  the  Tyrol,  the 
other  by  its  juxtaposition  to  the  mountains  and  fiords  of  Scan¬ 
dinavia,  invite  artists  to  sketching  tours  which  yield  in  the  bulk 
materials  that  can  be  moulded  into  Art  form.  Sometimes,  how¬ 
ever,  simpler  elements  suflice,  such  as  w'oods,  rocks,  streams,  or 
weather-beaten  tenements  ;  thus  E.  Weichberger,  choosing  as 
the  “  motive  ”  an  old  schloss,  has  conjured  up  a  scene  which,  as  a 
‘  Flaunted  House,’  takes  hold  of  the  imagination.  And  painters 
of  this  class,  when  once  possessed  of  an  idea,  carry  it  out  with 
persistency,  and  thus  evoke  pictures  which  are  veritable  poems 
speaking  to  the  mind  persuasively.  In  the  last  generation 
Schirmer  and  Preller  w'ere  to  the  manner  born  and  bred,  and  in 
the  present  day  disciples  of  the  same  faith  and  practice  are  as 
salt  or  good  seed  scattered  here  and  there  throughout  Germany. 
Thus  Carl  von  Loefen,  of  Berlin,  paints  autumn  with  deep  senti¬ 
ment  under  a  pervading  “  motive  ;  ”  Carl  Irmer,  in  Diisseldorf, 
throws  around  eventide  solemn  stillness  ;  and  George  Genschow, 
also  of  Diisseldorf,  in  placid  mood  presents  a  dream  of  the  sea. 
Only  one  painter,  Herman  Eschke,  possesses  the  prismatic 
vision  of  Turner:  a  cloudy  morning  in  the  Hardanger  Fiord  is 
iridescent  in  atmosphere.  Sometimes  the  human  element 
obtains  ascendance,  and  then  dramatic  action  moves  earth  or 
sky  ;  thus  Professor  Schuch,  of  Hanover,  throws  into  the  midst  of 
a  wide  moor  girt  by  rocky  mountains  a  troop  of  horsemen,  who 
tear  across  the  landscape  as  wild  huntsmen.  In  the  future  of 
German  Art  new  ground  remains  to  be  opened  ;  the  old  legends 
and  sagas,  such  as  the  Nibelungen  Lied,  invite  to  further  illus¬ 
tration  ;  Moritz  Schwind  showed  the  W'ay,  and  artists  in  Diissel- 
dorf  occasionally,  but  not  as  often  as  they  might,  paint  wooded 
glens  and  rivulets  down  which  gossamer  spectres  float  in  the 
shadowy  moonlight.  From  the  Teutonic  landscape  stands  aloof 
the  classic  and  Italian  landscape,  which,  notwithstanding  the 
yearning  for  nationality,  still  obtains  adherents.  Oswald  Achen- 
bach,  whose  zenith,  as  seen  in  these  galleries,  is  passed,  has 
imitators  and  emulators,  of  whom  Albert  Flamm  is  supremely 
felicitous.  The  Coliseum  by  moonlight,  Capri  and  the  Bay  of 
Naples  at  sunset,  are  seldom  absent  from  German  exhibitions  ; 
but  artists  born  in  northern  latitudes  devoid  of  colour  take 
furiously  to  the  blues,  reds,  and  yellows  which  are  assigned  pre- 
scriptively  to  Italy ;  in  fact,  they  deck  nature  as  a  harlequin. 

A  reaction  has  for  some  time  come  over  the  landscape  art  of 
Germany  ;  mountains,  said  to  symbolize  energy  and  action,  have 
given  place  to  plains  and  valleys,  which  represent  repose  and 
contemplation.  The  painters  who  find  poetry,  like  Wordsworth, 
in  the  untrodden  paths  of  nature,  are  led  by  Adolf  Tier,  of  Munich, 
and  the  style  which  he  and  his  adherents  adopt  has  unfortunately 
so  little  of  nationality  that  it  comes  with  a  difference  as  a  pla¬ 
giarism  from  Paris,  where  Lier  studied  for  three  years.  Among 
painters  addicted  to  low  horizons,  murky  skies,  dreary  and 
dolorous  wastes  dank  in  water  and  begirt  with  wind  and  winter, 
T.udwig  Munthe  is  most  to  the  manner  bred.  The  artist  is 
highly  esteemed  in  London,  but  never  has  he  given  such  relent¬ 
less  expression  to  his  moody  and  melancholy  genius  as  in 
‘Winter  on  the  Norway  Coast,’  a  dreary  w'aste  of  snow  and 
shore,  with  figures  as  waifs  and  boats  as  wrecks  upon  the 
strand.  The  artist  has  fallen  passionately  in  love  with  desola¬ 
tion.  But  in  a  land  of  wood  and  forest  such  as  Germany  painters 
pass  oft  and  willingly  from  bleak  moors  to  sylvan  streams  and 
meadows,  and  many  are  the  leafy  scenes  of  solitude  inviting  in 
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these  galleries  to  contemplation,  to  the  reading  of  poetry,  or  to 
the  picnics  and  the  rural  fetes  to  which  these  people  are  prone. 
Paul  AVeber  in  Munich,  and  Fritz  Ebel  and  Adolf  Schweitzer  in 
Diisseldorf,  with  many  others,  recreate  the  mind  by  the  contem¬ 
plation  of  nature  in  her  quietude  and  beauty.  In  Germany  the 
ocean  has  been  neglected  for  the  land,  yet  the  stormy  seas  of 
Andreas  Achenbach  are  familiar  throughout  Europe.  Cattle 
painting  has  been  imported  into  Germany  from  Holland  and 
Belgium  rather  than  by  way  of  France.  In  this  department 
some  half-dozen  artists  of  first  rank  might  be  named :  Braith, 
Baisch,  and  Voltz  severally,  of  Munich,  and  all  present  in  the 
e.xhibition,  are  the  best.  The  style  is  popular,  not  recondite  : 
painters  rely  for  effect  on  the  obvious  contrast  easily  gained 
between  the  ruddy  backs  of  the  cattle  and  the  green  verdure  of 
the  pastures.  Paul  Potter  is  more  within  their  reach  than  Carl 
du  Jardin. 


The  sinews  of  Art  no  less  than  of  war — the  capital  producing 
commodities  of  iron  and  coal — are  displayed  so  richly  and 
abundantly  as  to  give  assurance  that  the  race  of  opulent  patrons 
will  not  just  yet  die  out  from  the  land.  Nevertheless  it  is  dis¬ 
heartening  to  see  how  few  of  the  one  thousand  pictures  seeking 
a  market  have  found  purchasers.  Surely  of  the  making  of 
pictures  there  is  no  end,  and  the  supply  would  seem  to  be  in 
excess  of  the  demand.  The  Germans  plead  poverty,  and  com¬ 
plain  of  the  badness  of  the  times  ;  yet  it  is  consoling  to  know 
that  an  artist  conspicuous  in  these  galleries  has  for  long  been 
making  an  income  exceeding  ^^4,000  sterling  a  year,  and  that 
the  pictures  he  paints  and  sells  sustain  a  carriage  and  pair  and 
servants  in  livery.  In  the  face  of  such  good  fortune  it  will 
hardly  do  to  cry  down  the  arts  of  Germany. 

J.  Beavington  Atkinson. 

Dusseldorf,  August,  1880. 


ART  IN  RUSSIA. 


The  traveller  who  for  the  first  time  finds  himself  upon  the 
soil  of  Russia,  will  not  fail  to  be  struck  by  the  total  dis¬ 
similarity  of  its  ecclesiastical  edifices  from  the  architectural 
forms  which  have  been  accustomed  to  meet  his  eye  in  Western 
Europe.  The  clusters  of  small  green  or  golden  cupolas,  and  the 
domes  of  bulbous  shape,  with  their  surmounting  Greek  crosses, 
cutting  the  sky  with  the  graceful  curves  of  their  outline,  though 
at  first  a  sight  entirely  new,  will  become  to  him  a  familiar  object 
before  he  has  travelled  many  hundred  versts  over  the  vast  plains 
from  which  they  rise.  But  if  this  novel  feature  is  presented  by 
the  most  conspicuous  monuments  of  the  land,  no  less  difference 
is  found  in  genuine  Russian  domestic  construction.  While  the 
streets  and  the  secular  buildings  of  the  largest  towns  offer 
no  striking  contrast  to  the  cities  of  Central  Europe,  being,  indeed, 
for  the  most  part  imitated  from  them,  the  wooden  buildings,  which 
may  be  said  to  be  the  national  domestic  architecture,  have  for  the 
visitor  a  character  of  novel  and  peculiar  interest.  The  proportions, 
variety  of  shape,  and  elegance  of  the  wooden  villas,  and  the  elabo¬ 
rate  lace-like  fringes  of  open  woodwork  which  depend  from  the 
eaves,  the  pendants,  andfinials  of  fanciful  design  bring  out  native 
talent,  and  show  that  the  rustic  population  is  not  without  artistic 
perception.  The  borders,  too,  woven  into  the  white  linen  which 
forms  so  conspicuous  a  part  of  the  Little  Russian  costume,  offer 
genuine  examples  of  native  Art,  while  this  costume  itself  (which 
a  few  years  ago  was  the  object  of  a  fashionable  revival,  and  was 
worn  as  a  summer  dress  by  ladies  of  the  highest  circles)  is  one 
of  the  most  graceful  and  becoming  of  any  in  Europe.  More 
ancient  far  than  these  are  the  vestiges  of  Scythian  Art  which  may 
be  seen  in  the  rich  and  interesting  collection  of  ornaments,  chiefly 
of  gold,  preserved  in  the  Hermitage,  and  of  which  it  is  much  to 
be  regretted  the  catalogue,  which  has  already  been  long  in 
preparation,  is  not  yet  in  the  hands  of  the  public.  The  bulk  of  this 
most  interesting  collection  is  the  result  of  discoveries  at  Kertch, 
on  the  Cimmerian  Bosphorus,  in  the  museum  of  which  town  is  also 
a  large  number  of  these  relics.  Kertch  was  the  ancient  Panti- 
capoeum,  the  most  opulent  of  the  Greek  colonies  upon  the  Euxine, 
and  the  style  displayed  upon  these  ornaments  is  distinctly  the 
classic  Art  of  ancient  Greece  ;  many  specimens  indeed  might  have 
come  from  Athens  herself,  so  excellent  are  they  in  execution  and 
design.  These  objects  may  perhaps  have  been  the  work  of 
Greek  artists  of  Panticapoeum.  Other  samples,  especially  those 
found  farther  inland,  display  less  of  the  Greek  style,  but  exhibit 
representations  of  domestic  usages  of  the  ancient  Scythians,  or 
figures  of  imaginary  animals,  and  this  admixture  of  barbaric 
Art,  while  diminishing  their  artistic  merit,  invests  them  with  high 
archaeological  interest.  The  inland  finds,  and  especially  the 
ornaments  discovered  in  Siberia,  are  ruder,  but  of  unrivalled 
massiveness,  gold  being  comparatively  plentiful  there.  Strabo 
describes  the  Scythian  w^arriors  as  wearing  belts  and  head¬ 


bands  of  gold,  and  as  having  the  bits  and  martingales  of  their 
horses  made  of  the  same  metal. 

Religion  and  Art  have  in  Russia,  as  elsewhere,  usually  gone 
together  and  been  exponents  of  each  other.  This  was  every¬ 
where  the  case  until  the  time  of  the  Renaissance,  and  Russia  felt 
the  influence  of  the  Renaissance  less  than  any  of  the  great 
European  nations.  The  Russian  Church  is  the  daughter  of  Con¬ 
stantinople,  and  Russian  ecclesiastical  Art  is  essentially  Byzan¬ 
tine.  To  this  day  the  turrets  and  small  pointed  domes  of  contrary 
flexure  remind  one  at  once  of  the  Mohammedan  architecture, 
another  offspring  of  the  same  Byzantine  style,  the  fertile  parent 
whose  influence  is  manifest  throughout  the  whole  of  mediaeval  Art. 
It  was  but  natural  that  the  Art  of  Constantinople  should  be  im¬ 
ported,  together  with  Christianity,  from  the  Eastern  capital,  and 
that,  as  happened  elsewhere,  Byzantine  architects  and  artists 
should  follow  the  wake  of  successful  evangelists,  many  of  whom 
were  themselves  highly  skilled  in  the  arts.  St.  Basil  in  his 
twentieth  Homily  says  that  painters  effect  as  much  by  their  pictures 
as  orators  b}^  their  eloquence.  Methodius,  one  of  the  apostles  of 
the  Slavonic  peoples,  is  said  to  have  painted  in  the  eighth  century 
a  picture  of  the  Last  Judgment  which  converted  Bogoris,  Prince  of 
the  Bulgarians.  These  early  missionaries,  whether  to  the  West  or 
East,  were  also  skilful  scribes  and  illuminators,  and  left  many  an 
autograph  copy  of  the  Scriptures  or  the  fathers,  to  be  prized  above 
all  gold  by  the  descendants  of  those  whom  they  had  baptized. 
Illuminated  manuscripts,  indeed,  offer  perhaps  the  most  com¬ 
plete  material  for  the  history  of  Art,  being  preserved  from  the  ruin 
which  has  overtaken  larger  and  more  conspicuous  monuments. 
The  visitors  to  the  libraries  and  museums  of  Moscow  and  St. 
Petersburg  will  have  been  struck  by  the  beauty,  elaboration,  and 
peculiar  ornamentation  of  the  illuminated  MSS.  there  displayed. 

Attention  may  here  be  called  to  a  fact  unknowm  or  ignored  by 
AVestern  writers.  According  to  the  early  and  imperfect  chronicles, 
the  first  of  the  Grand  Dukes  of  Vladimir,  Andrew  Georgievich, 
desiring  to  build  the  Cathedral  of  the  Assumption  in  the  city  of 
Vladimir  on  the  Kliazma  in  the  twelfth  century,  procured 
architects  from  Lombardy,  where  the  Romanesque  architec¬ 
ture  was  in  its  full  development ;  and  this  cathedral  and 
several  other  subsequent  buildings  left  indelible  traces  of  this 
Lombard  influence,  which  may  be  studied  in  Count  Stroganoff’s 
monograph,  “  Dimitrievsky  Sobor  vo  Vladimirie.”  With  these 
two  influences,  both  Byzantine  in  origin,  but  one  direct,  and  the 
other  indirect,  was  combined  a  native  feeling  distinctly  recog¬ 
nisable  as  early  as  the  eleventh  century,  which  assimilated  them 
into  a  homogeneous  style,  which  flourished  from  the  twelfth  to 
the  sixteenth  century,  but  which  after  the  latter  date  began  to 
degenerate  and  lose  its  purity  through  the  introduction  of  foreign 
influences  and  ill-judged  imitations  of  AVestern  Art. 

The  very  subject  of  the  picture  ascribed  to  Methodius  seems 
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to  give  the  key-note  of  the  ascetic  and  almost  saturnine  charac¬ 
ter  of  Byzantine  pictures,  with  their  sombre  tones  and  bistre 
carnations,  their  rigid  and  conventional  solemnity,  their  stereo¬ 
typed  monotony  of  types,  to  which  the  ancient  Art  of  Egypt 
oifers  perhaps  the  aptest  parallel.  The  Holy  Mountain  of 
Athos,  the  mountain  of  nine  hundred  churches,  is  to-day  the 
metropolis  of  Byzantine  Art.  M.  Didron  has  described  how  the 
painting  of  sacred  subjects  is  there  e.xecuted  in  the  monasteries. 
The  minute  directions  as  to  treatment  given  in  tlie  ancient 
hlanual  for  Painters,  by  Diorupius,  are  followed  with  literal 
precision  down  to  the  least  details,  so  that  the  painter’s  labour 
has  become  a  mere  mechanical  exercise.  The  painting  executed 
by  the  monks  at  the  Troitza  monastery  near  Moscow  is  done  in 
the  same  way.  With  such  fidelity  is  the  traditional  rule  of 
thumb  carried  out  that  it  often  is  difficult  to  distinguish  the 
picture  finished  a  few  months  ago  from  one  centuries  old.  In 
every  house,  in  every  isba  or  peasant’s  cot,  in  every  cafe  or 
restaurant,  and  in  frequent  roadside  shrines  we  are  forcibly 
reminded  of  Byzantine  Art.  The  Obraz,  or  sacred  image  of  the 
mother  of  God,  Bogoroditza,  of  some  patron  saint,  or  more 
rarely  of  the  Saviour,  is  everywhere  to  be  seen  with  its  lamp 
before  it,  to  be  lit  on  feasts,  or  when  any  special  favour  is  sought 
from  heaven,  by  those  who  cannot  afford  oil  to  keep  it  always 
burning.  This  picture  is  invariably  saluted  with  reverence 
by  all  who  pass  it,  or  enter  or  leave  the  apartment  where 
it  may  be.  It  consists  of  a  plate  of  metal,  generally  gilt 
and  chased  or  repousse,  and  often  most  richly  adorned  w'ith 
precious  stones.  In  this  plate  openings  are  cut  for  the  face  and 
hands  of  the  figure,  which  is  painted  on  wood  or  canvas,  and 
placed  behind.  The  rays  emanating  from  the  head  of  the  saint 
or  Madonna  arc  engraved  with  a  faultless  precision  which  is 
striking,  until  one  knows  that  it  is  effected  by  a  curious  machine 
devised  for  the  purpose,  and  which  too  is  typical  of  the  stereo¬ 
typed  and  mechanical  character  of  this  ecclesiastical  Art  The 
description  of  one  of  these  pictures  of  saints  with  their  carapace 
of  gold  will  serve  for  all.  The  Iconostasis,  or  screen  before  the 
sanctuary,  is  usually  covered  with  them,  and  they  are  often 
enriched  with  precious  stones  to  an  incredible  value.  Remarkable 
also  in  the  churches  is  a  striving  after  a  rich  golden  effect,  a 
cardinal  feature  of  the  Byzantine  style,  introduced  in  the  first 
centuries  of  the  Christian  era  from  Persia,  and  still  easily  recog¬ 
nisable,  for  instance,  in  St.  Mark’s,  Venice,  and  in  the  gold 
backgrounds  of  mediaeval  miniatures.  This  effect  is  often  in¬ 
creased  and  mellowed  by  subdued  daylight  and  the  copious 
clusters  of  burning  tapers.  Tire  elaborateness  and  enormous 
value  of  the  ecclesiastical  vessels,  ornaments,  and  vestments,  and 
other  offerings  preserved  at  the  Troitza  and  in  the  Kremlin,  are 


truly  marvellous.  It  is  as  though  it  were  sought  by  a  barbaric, 
and  undoubtedly  also  an  impressive  splendour,  to  compensate  for 
the  lack  of  that  higher  and  nobler  beauty  of  Art  which  was 
developed  under  the  w'ing  of  Latin  Christianity,  but  which  in  the 
East  never  rose  from  the  shock  of  early  iconoclasm,  and  was 
stunted  and  petrified  by  hieratic  prescriptions.  To  this  day  no 
statues  are  allowed,  and  with  the  exception  of  the  images  outside 
the  cathedral  of  St.  Isaac  at  St.  Petersburg,  the  only  ecclesias¬ 
tical  sculptures  that  may  be  seen  are  a  few  bas-reliefs  here  and 
there. 

It  must  not  be  supposed,  however,  that  dogmatic  restric¬ 
tion  has  been  able  to  kill  Russian  national  Art,  though  it  ma)^ 
have  seriously  retarded  its  advance  and  narrowed  its  scope. 
The  buildings  in  the  Kremlin  and  many  of  the  churches  arc 
evidences  of  the  contrary.  If  Russia  was  less  open  to  the  in¬ 
fluence  of  the  classic  Renaissance  than  the  other  countries  of 
Europe,  its  chief  energies  being  then  absorbed  in  consolidation 
and  development,  the  romantic  or  national  revival  was  perhaps 
all  tlie  stronger.  Poushkin  led  the  way  in  poetry,  and  was 
followed  by  a  revulsion  of  feeling  from  the  exotic  culture  derived 
from  France  and  Germany,  and  favoured  by  Peter  the  Great  and 
Catherine,  to  more  genuine  national  feeling  and  tradition,  a 
tendency  which  in  European  nations  has  been  a  marked  and 
growing  feature  of  the  present  century.  The  by-paths  of 
Russian  history  and  archteology  have  begun  to  be  explored ; 
national  song,  and  poetry,  and  costume  have  been  revived ; 
legend  and  folk-lore  have  been  studied.  The  disappearance  of 
the  broader  distinctions  between  national  styles  of  Art  is  un¬ 
doubtedly  a  necessary  consequence  of  modern  civilisation  and 
its  cosmopolitan  tendencies,  and  if  Russia  cannot  claim  a  truly 
national  school  of  painting,  she  can  point  to  some  native  painters 
of  distinction  and  originality.  Bruloff’s  canvas  of  the  ‘  Last 
Supper,’  in  the  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  at  St.  Petersburg,  is 
singularly  original  in  treatment.  The  seascapes  of  Aiasovsky 
are  known  far  beyond  the  limits  of  the  artist’s  country.  We 
I  ma}'  perhaps  say  that  one  of  the  distinctive  characteristics  of 
‘  modern  schools  of  painting  should  be  looked  for  in  climatic  and 
atmospheric  effect,  and  in  this  respect  Russia  offers  marked 
features. 

The  number  of  Art  students  in  Russia  is  at  present  few  indeed 
relatively  to  its  vast  population,  but  the  Government  has  begun 
to  stir  itself  in  the  matter  of  schools  of  design  for  decorative  Art, 
which  of  late  years  has  been  assuming  an  important  aspect  in 
the  trade  rivalry  of  the  different  countries  of  Europe,  which  begins 
to  exercise  a  sensible  influence  upon  their  commercial  superiority, 
and  which  no  civilised  community  can  afford  to  neglect. 

H.  Wilson. 
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THE  TRAITOR. 


IIekman'n  F.  C.  Ten  Kate,  Painter.  - -■ 

LTDGING  from  the  number  of  foreign  pictures  which  find 
their  w'ay  into  this  country',  and  the  appreciative  -welcome 
they  meet  with  here,  it  seems  scarcely  to  admit  of  a  question 
that  continental  Art  has  almost  as  strong  a  hold  on  English 
taste  and  English  fancies  as  that  -which  is  the  offspring  of  our 
own  land.  And  that  such  should  be  the  case  is  not  a  matter  of 
astonishment,  or  at  least  ought  not  to  be  so  considered,  seeing 
how  much  is  done  in  the  present  day  to  bring  the  Avorks  of 
foreign  artists  before  our  eyms,  and  to  give  us  a  right  knoAvledge 
of  them  ;  for  their  productions  are  to  be  found  in  every  picture 
gallery,  and  engravings  from  their  paintings  and  drawings  are 
profuse  in  the  windows  of  our  principal  printsellers,  and  give 
increased  beauty  and  value  to  our  illustrated  literature. 

The  name  of  the  Dutch  painter.  Ten  Kate,  has  been  made 
familiar  in  our  Art  circles  by  the  frequent  exhibition  of  his 
works  in  English  picture  galleries.  To  the  International  Exhi- 


- -  L.  Lowenstam,  Engraver. 

bition  of  1862  he  sent  three  pictures,  entitled  ‘The  Surprise,’ 

I  ‘Sunday  Morning  in  the  Isle  of  Marken,’  and  ‘The  Mai-quis’s 
Levee.’  Referring  generally  to  the  Dutch  paintings  then  in 
the  galleries  of  the  building  at  South  Kensington,  the  critic 
of  the  Ai-t  Jou}-naI  remarks,  “  Singular  is  it  to  see  how 
closely  the  modern  pictures  in  the  Dutch  division  of  the  Inter- 
!  national  Exhibition  follow'  upon  the  manner  of  the  painters 
j  of  the  seA'enteenth  centuiy'.  In  size  these  works  are  small; 
j  in  colour  dim,  dusky,  and  dull ;  in  subject  they  are  ‘  conversa- 
1  tion,’  or  gen^'C — cavaliers  reading  a  dispatch,  mothers  play¬ 
ing  Avith  children,  ladies  seated  in  a  draAving-room,  or  standing 
I  at  shop-counters  bartering  for  silks.”  And  then,  referring 
j  especially  to  Ten  Kate’s  works  mentioned  above,  he  continues, 
i  ‘‘  Ten  Kate,  a  Avell-known  name,  paints,  in  the  small  genre 
I  indigenous  to  his  country,  ‘  Sunday  Morning  ’  and  ‘  The  Sur- 
I  prise.’  ” 
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ORIGINAL  DESIGNS  FOR  ART  MANUFACTURE. 


■>— «: - 


FRAME. 

The  work  of  which  we  give  an  engraving  on  this  page 
is  a  good  specimen  of  the  beautiful  art  of  chasing  on 
metals,  which  has  been  revived  in  the  present  age  after  lan¬ 
guishing  in  comparative  neglect  ever  since  the  decay  of  taste  in 
Italy.  The  artist  is  Mr.  Julius  Batsche,  formerly  of  Vienna,. 


but  now  established  in  London,  whose  father  is  the  well-known 
engraver  and  chaser  of  that  name  in  the  Austrian  capital.  In 
order  to  give  our  readers  a  correct  idea  of  the  beautifully  de¬ 
signed  and  skilfully  wrought  article  now  presented  to  their 
notice,  we  cannot  do  better  than  allow  Mr.  Batsche  to  describe 
it  in  his  own  words.  It  has  an  interest  apart  from  its  technical 
and  artistic  merits  in  having  been  executed  by  the  Queen’s 


command  for  her  Majesty’s  own  use.  It  is  intended  to  serve  as 
a  frame  for  a  miniature  portrait  in  enamel  of  her  Majesty  the 
late  Queen  of  the  Belgians,  and  the  Queen  has  been  pleased  to 
express  her  extreme  satisfaction  at  the  successful  result  of  the 
artist’s  labours.  “  The  work,”  writes  Mr.  Batsche,  ”  is  in  steel 
and  gold.  The  former  is  of  a  certain  selected  kind  of  steel, 
which  material  requires  much  technical  skill  to  be  wrought  up 
1880. 


to  the  high  finish  which  has  been  given  to  the  work.  All 
bordering  lines,  and  the  ornaments  in  the  central  plate,  are  of 
gold.  The  whole  work  is  in  different  shades  ;  the  steel  in  dark 
grey  and  black,  whilst  the  gold  gradually  turns  from  pure  eighteen 
carat  to  a  silvery  shade.  The  chains,  the  little  balls,  and  the 
decorative  parts  are  polished  steel.  The  frame  is  in  the  old 
German  style  of  the  sixteenth  century.” 

4  K 
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COLUMN. 

The  Plasterers’  Company,  foremost  in  encou¬ 
raging  artistic  designs  for  execution  in  terra-cotta, 
plaster,  &c.,  kindly  allow  us  to  engrave  a  design 


for  a  Column  by  Mr.  Garbutt,  Westminster,  which 
was  awarded  a  gold  medal  in  the  National  com¬ 
petition,  and  obtained  a  further  prize  offered  yearly 
by  the  above  company. 


line  of  distinction  between  the  one  and  the  other.  Unfortunately  the  power  of 
the  artist  is  too  often  applied  to  works  which  are  essentially  of  an  ornamental 
character,  and  requiring  decorative  treatment  only,  and  in  many  cases  the 
artist  sinks  to  the  level  of  the  littleness  of  imitation.  Over-ornamentation 
should,  however,  be  avoided ;  too  much  detail  tends  to  lower  the  decorative 
effect.  We  engrave  an  elegant  and  artistic  design  for  a  Claret  Jug  by 
Mr.  Stace,  School  of  Art,  Birmingham. 


CLARET  JUG. 

We  have  elsewhere  in  this  series  of  Original  Designs  drawn  attention  to 
the  marked  and  satisfactory  advance  in  designs  for  Art  objects  to  be  manu¬ 
factured  in  the  precious  metals.  The  highest  Art  should  be  applied  to  the 
decorative  and  ornamental  treatment  of  the  most  costly  materials.  In  this 
branch  of  Art  manufacture  the  labours  of  the  artist  and  the  skill  of  the  orna- 
inentist  are  so  closely  assimilated  as  to  render  it  almost  impossible  to  draw  a 
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BOOK  COVER. 

Mr.  Pearce,  Lambeth  School  of  Art,  sends  us  a  neat  design 
for  a  Book  Cover.  The  details  chosen  for  the  outside  decoration 


of  a  volume  should  be  amenable  to  proper  ornamental  treatment, 
and  not,  as  is  too  often  the  case,  be  the  mere  reproduction  of  a 
totally  inapplicable  design. 


TILES. 

Considerable  advance  is  perceptible  in  designs  for  decorative 
Wall  and  Floor  Tiles,  and  designers,  together  with  manufac¬ 


turers,  may  be  congratulated  on  the  success  of  their  united 
labours.  We  engrave  a  design  for  Floor  Tiles  by  Miss  E. 
Carroll,  Kensington,  a  subject  to  which  this  lady  has  paid 
much  attention. 
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WALL  PAPER. 

]\Ir.  F.  Hulme,  of  Marlborough,  the  well-known  author  of 
“  Plant  Form,”  has  submitted  to  us  several  designs,  based 
upon  a  conventionalised  treatment  of  the  beauties  of  nature, 
suitable  for  Wall  Papers.  We  have  before  alluded  to  the 
rapid  and  important  advance  made  in  this  branch  of  Art 


industry,  an  advance  of  which  we  have  many  reasons  to  be 
proud,  as  it  indicates  not  only  the  higher  educated  taste  of  the 
designers  themselves,  but  also  the  appreciation  of  beautiful 
designs  by  the  manufacturers  and  the  thousands  of  persons  for 
whom  these  works  arc  produced. 


BELLS. 

It  is  c.xceedingly  unfortunate  that  profuse  ornamentation 
should  be  considered  by  many  to  be  rather  meritorious  than 
otherwise ;  and  nowhere  is  the  love  of  display  more  pal¬ 
pably  shown  than  in  many  of  the  productions  of  our  hardware 
manufacturers.  True  it  is  that  the  gaudy  and  glittering  style 


!  of  Louis  XV.  is  eschewed,  yet  English  designers  have  some¬ 
times  a  lurking  fondness  for  the  contorted  style,  or  they 
i  produce  works  which  are  composed  in  some  instances  of  orna¬ 
ment  selected  from  every  style  that  has  existed.  Some  few 
i  there  arc,  however,  who  do  not  pander  to  the  popular  taste  for 
dazzling  effect,  and  apply  themselves  to  the  design  of  those 
elegant  and  chaste  productions  for  which  many  of  our  leading 


firms  in  this  manufacture  are  becoming  famous.  Great  atten¬ 
tion  has  been  bestowed  upon  suitable  and  practical  designs,  and 
the  results  are,  as  a  rule,  satisfactory,  though  there  is  still  room 
for  considerable  improvement.  We  engrave  two  designs  for 
Hand  Bells  by  Mr.  Jackson,  School  of  Art,  Birmingham. 
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EXHIBITION  OF  FIFTEENTH  TO  EIGHTEENTH  CENTURY  SILVER-WORK 

AT  AMSTERDAM. 


This  very  interesting  collection  was  recently  opened  in  the 
upper  rooms  of  the  Arti  et  Amicitiae  Club,  Amsterdam. 
It  is  the  most  wonderful  and  exhaustive  gathering  of  this  kind  of 
Art  ever  yet  brought  together,  and  speaks  well  for  the  zeal  of 
the  committee  and  the  confidence  of  the  lenders,  as  the  accumu¬ 
lation  here  is  of  enormous  value.  Some  idea  may  be  formed  of 
its  worth  when  it  is  mentioned  that  one  of  the  hanaps,  of  early 
seventeenth-century  work,  has  been  purchased  by  a  member  of 
the  Rothschild  family  for  15,000  florins,  or  about  ;^i,200  of  our 
money.  This  gives  some  conception  of  the  wealth  of  the 
store,  as  there  are  hundreds  of  equally  valuable  objects ;  it 
also  illustrates  the  rate  at  which  such  articles  are  at  present 
esteemed.  It  maybe  interesting  to  state  that  the  same  family 
endeavoured  to  obtain  this  hanap  at  a  former  exhibition,  and 
failed  to  do  so,  although  20,000  florins  were  then  offered. 
The  exhibition  is  a  striking  proof  of  the  former  greatness  and 
wealth  of  Holland,  as  it  illustrates  what  costly  objects  were 
at  one  time  manufactured  for  its  princes  and  nobles.  It  is, 
however,  still  more  interesting  as  showing  the  skill  and  inge¬ 
nuity  of  the  Dutch  silversmiths,  who  were  able  to  produce  such 
excellent  examples  of  this  branch  of  the  industrial  arts.  It  is 
singular  how  the  art  has  died  out  in  this  country,  as  in  the 
present  exhibition  being  held  at  Brussels,  once  a  part  of  Hol¬ 
land,  there  is  scarcely  any  silver-work  at  all,  and  none  of  the 
kind  once  so  abundant  in  this  land :  there  is  a  good  display 
of  metallic  art  in  brass  and  iron,  but  not  in  silver. 

The  ancient  Venetians  seemed  to  revel  in  glass  ornaments 
and  transparent  decorations  for  their  utensils,  but  the  Dutch 
were  entirely  metallic  in  their  tastes,  and  made  many  things  in 
silver  which  were  elsewhere  made  in  glass  or  pottery.  Thus 
they  drank  their  “  hollands  ”  from  a  silver  basin,  and  their 
wine  from  a  vessel  now’  called  a  tazza,  having  a  subject  in 
the  centre  of  re;pousse  work.  All  the  articles  here  brought 
together  may  not  be  entirely  of  Dutch  workmanship,  but  they 
may  nearly  all  be  termed  Teutonic  in  their  origin.  The  exhibi¬ 
tion  is  most  admirably  arranged  in  glass  cases  round  the  walls 
and  in  the  centres  of  four  rooms,  the  whole  having  a  most 
charming  effect.  In  one  case  a  large  dining-table  has  been  set 
out  for  sixteen  covers,  exactly  as  it  was  done  in  the  “rat-tail” 
period  of  silver-work,  and  one  can  imagine  such  a  “set  out” 
to  have  been  laid  for  the  Duke  of  Marlborough  when  in 
this  country  after  the  battle  of  Blenheim.  There  are  the  sixteen 
blue  Japanese  plates,  and  the  china-handle  knife,  fork,  and 
soup  spoon,  all  three  put  on  the  right-hand  side  of  the  plate,  as 
is  even  now  done  in  old  Dutch  families,  whilst  opposite  each  plate 
are  two  of  the  long  twisted-stem  glasses  for  wine  or  beer.  Beside 
each  plate  is  a  small  round  blue  one,  with  the  little  teaspoon 
often  seen.  In  the  centre  of  the  table  a  large  dish  serves  as  an 
epergne,  and  round  this  are  the  salts,  the  mustard,  and  the  large 
muffineers.  Crossing  each  other  at  both  ends  are  enormous 
fish  slices,  six  gravy  spoons,  one  large  cruet  with  many 
bottles,  and  one  oil  and  vinegar  cruet.  China  tankards  with 
silver  covers,  old  glass  bottles  with  pierced  silver-work,  and 
silver  dishes  for  bread  or  fruit  are  placed  about  the  table, 
every  article  of  plate  being  as  used  in  the  time  of  our  Queen 
Anne.  There  are  no  dessert  spoons  or  forks,  these  being  a 
later  invention.  There  appears  to  be  a  slight  error  as  to  the 
forks,  as  instead  of  the  old  steel-prong  fork,  with  china  handle, 
there  is  placed  a  four-pronged  silver  one  of  more  modern  times, 
one  being  dated  1748. 

So  great  has  been  the  success  of  this  exhibition  that  it  has 
been  kept  open  a  month  longer  than  was  intended,  and  objects 
are  being  added  almost  daily.  Thus  the  first  catalogue  soon 
became  inefficient,  and  a  second  volume  as  large  as  the  first  has 
been  published,  both  very  complete,  but  of  little  use  to  foreigners 
from  being  in  Dutch. 

1880. 


First  in  order  of  merit  are  placed  beakers,  here  called  “Bekers,” 
and  the  first  catalogue  has  ninety-seven  “  Bekers  op  voet,”  or 
beakers  on  feet.  The  Dutch  silversmiths  were  especially  noted  for 
their  skill  in  making  every  description  of  drinking  vessel,  and  the 
oldest  piece  of  plate  shown  is  a  mounted  horn  for  containing  wine, 
dated  1369,  being  a  horn  mounted  to  stand  on  birds’  claws,  and 
having  the  figure  of  St.  Anna  in  re;pousse  work  on  a  plate  on 
the  front  of  it ;  and  it  is  at  once  noticeable  that  it  is  upon  the 
drinking  vessels  that  the  Dutch  silversmiths  have  lavished 
all  their  skill,  and  every  kind  of  art.  Such  objects  are  here 
classed  with  a  far  greater  nicety  than  in  other  countries ; 
thus  there  are  “  Bekers  op  voet,”  or  beakers  on  feet,  which  we 
call  hanaps,  the  stemmed  cup  with  cover;  “  Stortebekers,”  or 
beakers  that  turn  over,  and  are  for  those  who  wish  to  show  their 
skill  in  drinking,  as  they  are  to  be  used  without  spilling  ;  “Mo- 
lenbekers,”  or  beakers  in  the  shape  of  a  windmill ;  “Nautilus 
Bekers  ”  and  “  Ei-en  Kokos  Bekers,”  being  shell  or  cocoa-nut 
beakers.  “  Drink-horns  ”  are  mounted  horns  to  stand  on  claws. 
“  Drinkschalen,”  the  flat  form  of  vessel  we  now  term  a  tazza, 
and  which  was  used  for  wine  and  water.  Some  of  these,  having 
a  little  raised  globular  receptacle  in  the  middle  of  the  tazza, 
with  a  minute  cover  in  the  centre,  were  put  away  in  the  cellar 
when  the  lady  of  the  house  was  about  to  increase  the  family 
circle,  and  as  the  cover  rose  or  fell  according  to  the  water  in  it, 
so  had  they  hopes  for  the  future  as  to  what  was  coming. 
“  Drinkkroezn  ”  is  the  straight  form  of  cup  without  cover  or 
handle,  and  “  Drinkkrsezen-Koppen  Kannen,”  a  cup  with  a 
cover  and  a  handle,  without  stem.  “Koppen,”  the  vessel  standing 
on  three  balls  without  a  handle,  but  with  a  cover.  “  Drinkkanner,” 
higher  than  those  last  mentioned,  and  with  handles  and  covers. 
“  Kannen  en  Schotels,”  cups  in  plates,  or  round  shallow  dishes 
somewhat  resembling  our  rose-water  dishes.  “Brandewijn- 
shommen,”  or  the  basins  now  so  common,  having  two  wide  flat 
handles:  the  word  signifies  “brandy  basins,”  used  for  hot 
brandy-and-water,  and  now  sold  in  many  shops  as  sugar-basins. 

The  Dutch  silversmiths  executed  few  important  works  for 
ecclesiastical  art,  and  a  very  small  space  in  the  catalogue  gives 
the  numbers  illustrating  objects  used  in  the  Church.  There  are 
eighty  specimens  to  illustrate  every  kind  of  silver-work  in 
use  in  the  Romish  Church,  and  sixteen  examples  have  to  serve 
as  illustrations  for  the  work  done  for  the  use  of  the  Protestant 
Church  of  this  land,  amongst  the  latter  being  some  solid  gold 
alms  dishes,  and  four  cups  of  goblet  form  for  the  use  of  the 
Church  at  the  Hague  dated  1788,  and  quite  plain  in  style.  There 
are  only  four  modern  chalices  in  the  collection,  and  these  are 
not  worthy  of  the  name,  and  two  ciboriums,  all  as  plain  as  they 
can  be  imagined.  In  fact,  all  the  efforts  of  the  silversmiths  of 
this  country  were  given  to  articles  of  domestic  use,  and  in  these 
they  are,  perhaps,  unequalled — dishes,  ewers,  basins,  candle¬ 
sticks,  hanaps,  cups,  and  every  kind  of  ornament  may  here 
be  seen  in  such  wonderful  profusion  as  was  never  before 
brought  together,  there  being  about  four  hundred  hanaps  in  the 
collection.  There  are  eight  glass  cases  filled  with  nothing 
but  chased  gold  and  silver  watches,  two  being  confined  to 
beautifully  enamelled  specimens.  Six  glass  cases  contain  only 
buckles,  badges,  and  pendants  for  guilds.  Four  cases  are 
filled  with  spoons,  in  one  of  which  ninety-five  choice  old 
ones  were  counted,  but  there  were  only  ten  forks.  Six  large 
cases  contain  hundreds  of  the  small  Dutch  toys  of  every  kind 
of  whim  and  form. 

These  numbers  may  appear  large  for  such  small  articles,  but 
the  rooms  are  large,  the  last  one  having  fifty  glass  cases  in  it. 
Many  are  filled  with  the  well-known  Dutch  medals,  all  being' 
splendidly  arranged,  and  mostly  in  good  condition.  Then  the 
chatelains  are  together,  the  gold  ones  in  one  case,  and  the  silver 
in  another.  Next  come  several  cases  full  of  tobacco  boxes, 
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then  one  with  Huis,  another  with  badges,  another  with  knives 
and  forks,  or  daggers.  Several  cases  are  filled  with  burgo¬ 
masters’  chains  and  badges,  and  a  large  one  has  a  collection  of 
the  curious  silver-handled  whips  formerly  given  as  the  prize  at 
the  Dutch  horse  races ;  these  are  interesting  pieces  of  metal¬ 
work,  the  handle  being  about  four  feet  long,  and  each  having  on 
it  four  large  knobs,  the  end  one  being  nearly  four  inches  in 
diameter.  Much  of  the  work  is  chased,  and  upon  others  it  is 
open  pierced  work.  About  twenty  of  these  specimens  have  been 
brought  together.  Two  cases  are  filled  with  filigree  examples, 
and  several  others  with  what  are  called  “services  for  the 
table  ;  ”  but  amongst  all  these  there  are  few  things  for  the  tea- 
table,  and  very  few  teapots,  as  the  Dutch  of  old  were  not  a  tea¬ 
drinking  people,  but  required  a  stronger  potation. 

The  gems  of  the  collection  are  so  numerous  that  it  is  difficult 
to  point  to  any  one  as  surpassing  the  others  in  beauty.  But 
No.  248,  a  “Drinkkan’’  of  sixteenth-century  work,  belonging 
to  the  Duke  of  Mecklenberg,  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  speci¬ 
mens.  The  body  consists  of  curiously  painted  glass  as  a  lining, 
with  beautifully  chased  bands  of  metal  to  connect  the  bottom 
stand  and  top  rim,  the  subjects  painted  on  the  glass  being 
Judith,  Joel,  and  Deborah ;  the  cover  and  handle  are  of  the 
best  Renaissance  work,  full  of  masques,  scrolls,  and  figures. 
Perhaps  the  palm  of  excellence  may  be  given  to  the  case  sent 
by  the  Duke  of  Saxe-Coburg.  In  this  nearly  every  object 
is  sixteenth-century  work  of  the  greatest  beauty,  many  of  the 
pieces  being  enamelled  and  jewelled.  One  often  sees  book- 
clasps  of  silver,  but  here  is  a  splendid  one  in  solid  gold,  said  to 
be  by  Cellini.  It  is  about  six  inches  long  and  three  inches  wide, 
covered  with  fine  chased  work,  in  which  are  fifteen  figures  in  very 
high  relief.  It  is  also  ornamented  with  enamel,  diamonds,  and 
rubies.  It  is  said  ;^i5,ooo  were  once  offered  for  this  “  Bock- 
band.’’  There  are  also  four  “  Drinkkroezen  ’’  in  the  same  case 
of  great  beauty,  wonderfully  enamelled  round  the  centre  of  the 
body,  and  with  finely  chased  bases  and  covers,  one  having 
bands  of  rubies  all  round,  with  also  an  anchor  and  crown  in 
rubies.  Another  w'onderful  work  is  a  trophy,  or  canopy,  orna¬ 
mented  with  diamonds  and  pearls,  and  having  a  carving  in 
ivory  of  Venus  and  Cupid.  There  is  likewise  a  dagger  about 
eighteen  inches  long,  the  case  being  of  gold  covered  with  rubies, 
and  having  at  least  a  hundred  stones  upon  it,  weighing  three 
or  four  carats  each. 

But  the  e.xhibition  will  be  rendered  the  most  famous  by  the 
enormous  collection  of  beakers,  or  hanaps,  before  mentioned. 
Some  are  as  grotesque  as  possible,  with  a  ship  wmrked  in  the 
centre,  and  yet  formed  as  a  beaker  with  a  foot.  Others  are 
double,  one  fitting  over  the  other  in  inverted  form,  so  as  to  make 
two  small  beakers  when  apart  for  use,  and  one  large  one  when 


put  together  for  ornament.  As  to  maces  and  badges,  there  must 
be  hundreds  of  the  latter,  and  one  e.xhibitor  alone  shows  thirty  of 
the  former.  Some  of  the  maces  are  of  very  early  date,  and  of 
entirely  different  shapes  from  our  own  ;  these  alone  w’ould  fill  a 
volume  to  illustrate  them  properly.  So  vast  is  the  collection  that 
there  are  thousands  of  the  smaller  objects  without  numbers  to 
them,  and  thus  not  to  be  found  in  the  catalogue. 

Of  jewels,  strictly  so  called,  the  collection  is  not  rich,  although 
there  are  a  few  good  pieces.  Gold  snuff-boxes  are  here  by 
dozens  ;  but  in  the  whole  mass  of  riches  there  is  only  one 
pomander,  so  rare  is  that  ornament,  whilst  in  a  case  close 
by  this  solitary  specimen  there  are  twenty-four  enamelled  jewels 
of  the  cinque-cento  style  of  pendent  ornaments.  The  few 
examples  from  England  in  old  silver  are  six  or  seven  Queen 
Anne  two-handled  basins  of  good  type  and  well  marked.  The 
Messrs.  Elkington  had  a  large  case  of  their  reproductions,  and 
a  Berlin  firm  likewise  had  an  interesting  series  of  rather 
severer  type  than  the  English  house.  If  to  this  emhaj'ras  de 
richesse  is  added  a  collection  of  decorative  chains  and  badges, 
termed  “  Onderscheidingsteekens,’’ signs  of  religious  orders,  or 
“  Draggteekins,’’  staves  for  officials,  staves  carried  by  the  dif¬ 
ferent  trades,  sceptres,  burial  staves,  called  “  Begrafenisschil- 
den,’’  and  a  very  complete  collection  of  the  coins  found  in 
Holland,  as  well  as  those  minted  there,  divided  into  cast  coins, 
minted  coins,  and  engraved  coins,  some  idea  may  be  formed  of 
this-unique  exhibition. 

Perhaps  the  most  interesting  objects  to  a  metal  worker  are 
the  portraits  of  Adam  Van  Viannen  and  his  wife,  hung,  as  they 
should  be,  in  the  best  part  of  the  exhibition.  He  was  a  noted 
silversmith  about  1610,  and  the  very  fine  rose-water  dish  and 
jug.  No.  277,  were  by  his  hand.  These  portraits  are  good  bold 
pieces  of  Dutch  work.  Probably  but  few  of  those  who  visited 
this  exhibition  will  be  aware  that  put  away  in  a  corner  of  the 
room  are  the  tools,  the  iron  bullet  with  the  cement  upon  it,  the 
bed  for  the  bullet,  formed  of  rope  instead  of,  as  now,  of  leather, 
and  the  very  hammer  that  he  handled  in  doing  this  w'ork. 
These  should  have  been  put  in  a  conspicuous  position,  as  they 
are  as  interesting  as  any  relic  there.  It  was  only  by  accident 
that  they  were  noticed,  and  their  history,  by  inquiry,  learnt. 

One  of  the  originators  of  this  exhibition  was  Dr.  Sex,  of 
Amsterdam,  whose  ancestor  was  burgomaster  of  the  city  in 
the  time  of  Rembrandt.  The  portraits  by  this  painter  of  many 
members  of  the  burgomaster’s  family  are  still  to  be  seen, 
looking  as  fresh  and  perfect  as  when  they  left  the  easel.  !Mr. 
Cripps,  of  Cirencester,  was  the  English  secretary,  and  also  an 
exhibitor.  It  is  sad  to  have  to  state  that  this  wonderful  collec¬ 
tion  is  to  be  dispersed  without  photographs  of  the  finest 
specimens  being  taken. 


ILLUMINATED  MANUSCRIPTS. 

■■■■ 


Now  and  again  at  long  intervals  English  Art  collectors 
are  stirred  by  the  announcement  that  some  precious 
manuscript  has  been  brought  to  light  and  promptly  secured  by 
a  French  or  an  American  competitor.  In  the  narrow  circle 
which  interests  itself  in  a  phase  of  Art  that  attracts  but  too 
little  notice  there  may  be  a  certain  sense  of  languid  disappoint¬ 
ment,  or  the  self-made  promise  to  repair  the  blunder  on  another 
occasion.  The  possible  dispersion  of  the  Ashburnham  col¬ 
lection,  perhaps,  has  given  rise  to  a  somewhat  wider-spread 
feeling  of  regret  and  hope,  although  the  collectors  of  books, 
no  matter  how  ugly  and  uninteresting,  may  be  counted  by 
hundreds,  whilst  the  collectors  of  rare  manuscripts  are  to  be 
numbered  by  units.  But  to  these  latter  it  was  a  shock  to  hear 
of  the  possible  loss  of  the  splendid  Ashburnham  manuscripts,  so 
little  known  to  any  but  a  select  few,  that  until  some  weeks  ago 
the  British  Museum  did  not  contain  a  copy  of  the  privately 
printed  catalogue  of  the  collection.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  however. 


that  the  attention  they  have  succeeded  in  raising  will  prevent 
the  collection  passing  to  Berlin,  where,  however  great  the 
dearth  of  works  illuminated  by  Anglo-Saxon  and  other  Western 
artists  of  the  Middle  Ages  may  be,  we  feel  but  little  call  to 
relieve  it  even  out  of  our  own  riches.  In  some  respects  the 
Ashburnham  collection  is  absolutely  unique,  and  it  would  be 
almost  a  national  scandal  to  permit  it  to  be  snatched  away  from 
us  without  allowing  either  the  Government  or  private  collectors 
to  express  in  money  value  the  extent  of  their  admiration.  The 
British  Museum,  representing  the  National  Exchequer,  by  which 
the  national  Art  is  fostered,  possibly  finds  itself  in  a  somewhat 
delicate  position,  for  it  can  scarcely  base  its  claims  to  a  large 
additional  grant  of  public  money  on  the  ground  that  it  is  gratifying 
a  national  wish.  Up  to  the  present  we  have,  as  a  nation  and 
as  individuals,  shown  but  slight  interest  in  these  illuminated 
works,  which  after  all  were  the  forerunners  of  all  our  extant 
works  of  Art,  and  form  a  branch  of  it  in  which  our  ancestors 
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occupied  high  rank.  It  is  no  exaggeration  to  say  that 
painting  owed  its  survival  and  engraving  its  existence  to  the 
work  done  in  the  cloisters,  which,  from  the  Russian  steppes  to 
Irish  seas,  became  the  asylum  of  Art  and  learning.  From  the 
fourth  century  of  our  era  down  to  the  sixteenth,  through  the 
darkest  night  until  the  full  blaze  of  dawn,  the  illuminators  were 
silently  working,  and  it  is  probable  that  there  is  in  existence  an 
unbroken  series  of  works  from  the  Dioscorides  at  Vienna,  and 
the  Vergil  of  the  Vatican,  down  to  Cardinal  Wolsey’s  Lectionary, 
which  is  the  pride  of  Christ  Church,  Oxford,  showing  the  com¬ 
plete  history  of  the  rise  and  decay  of  this  art.  How  far  it 
derives  its  source  from  any  country  more  remote  than  Byzan¬ 
tium  must  ever  remain  an  open  question.  Some  experts  pretend 
to  trace,  both  in  the  colours  used  and  the  ornaments  favoured,  a 
Chinese  descent ;  but  the  Egyptian  origin  of  the  Chrysographi 
of  the  second  century,  to  whom  reference  is  frequently  made  by 
historians  of  the  art  of  illumination,  seems  practically  disposed 
of  by  the  complete  absence  of  all  traces  of  such  ornament  from 
the  Egyptian  papyri,  whilst  the  existence  of  late  Chinese  and 
Indian  illuminated  scrolls  points  only  to  the  well-spread  taste 
and  skill.  It  matters,  however,  but  little  whence  the  art  first 
came.  One  point  is  clear — that  at  its  coming  it  found  a  body  of 
men,  bound  by  no  narrow  ties  of  country  or  tongue,  ready  to 
adopt  it  as  the  best  method  of  doing  honour  to  the  Church  they 
served  and  the  religion  they  promulgated.  For  six  centuries  it 
remained  the  sole  means  by  which  idealists  could  express  their 
aspirations,  and  realists  their  sympathies.  The  gradual  develop¬ 
ment  of  men’s  confidence  in  themselves,  as  well  as  of  their 
devotion  to  their  belief,  maybe  traced  in  these  works.  The  small 
illuminated  capitals  on  which  care  was  unstintingly  lavished, 
until  the  labour  of  minuteness  could  no  farther  go,  makes  way, 
about  the  seventh  century,  especially  in  the  manuscripts  of 
Syriac  origin,  for  those  ornamented  borders  on  which  for  a  long 
time  so  much  care  was  to  be  expended.  Arabesque  ornaments, 
occasionally  twisting  themselves  into  strange  monsters,  are  the 
distinctive  marks  of  this  epoch,  which  by  connoisseurs  is  also 
considered  the  best  period  of  the  art.  On  the  continent  of 
Europe  the  first  signs  of  eclecticism  appeared  in  the  treatment 
of  the  initial  capitals,  and  any  one  who  has  inspected  the  missals, 
choir  books,  and  chartularies  of  French,  and  especially  of  Italian 
cathedrals  and  churches,  will  recall  the  absurdly  disproportionate 
amount  of  space  occupied  by  these  highly  ornamented  letters  in 
the  vellum  page,  whence  all  but  a  few  notes  or  words  have  been 
extruded. 

From  these  specimens  it  might  be  almost  supposed  that  the 
monks  of  the  various  orders  or  of  neighbouring  cloisters  were 
fired  rather  by  an  ambitious  love  of  hyperbole  than  by  the  emu¬ 
lation  of  true  Art ;  yet  out  of  this  e.xaggeration  good  was  to  flow. 
The  introduction  into  the  border  ornament  of  figures  more  or  less 
referring  to  the  text  became  common,  and  from  this  point  to  the 
representation  of  actual  scenes  and  objects  the  step  was  com¬ 
paratively  small.  By  degrees  the  picture  became  illustrative  of 
the  text.  The  capitals  were  little  scenes  in  themselves,  whilst 
blanks  were  left  for  the  “  limmen,”  the  true  forerunners  of  the 
artists  who,  starting  with  Clovio  in  Italy  and  Memling  in 
Flanders,  were  to  be  founders  of  the  art  of  oil  painting,  which 
was  destined  to  destroy  its  own  parent. 

The  art  of  illumination  was  at  this  time,  on  the  continent  of 
Europe,  hastening  to  its  setting,  but  in  the  far-off  West  the  old 
traditions  were  long  preserved  intact,  and  a  delicacy  infused 
into  them  which  they  had  long  lost  in  the  more  highly  civilised 
centre  of  life.  In  Ireland  the  natural  fervour,  or  possibly  the 
artistic  sense,  of  the  inhabitants  caused  them  to  adopt  the  art, 
and  purifying,  to  revive  it.  Much  of  their  work  recalled  its 
Byzantine  origin,  but  the  ribbon-pattern  enlacement,  terminating 
often  in  fantastic  forms,  is  wholly  due  to  Irish  invention.  The 
monks  of  St.  Columba  grew  such  adepts  in  their  newly 
acquired  art  that  they  rapidly  became  its  professors,  sending 
out  to  Scotland  and  northern  England  followers  and  disciples. 
It  is  their  work  and  that  of  the  English  pupils  which  are  now  so 
highly  prized  amongst  collections  of  illuminated  manuscripts, 
and  of  which,  unfortunately,  so  little  remains  in  this  country. 
Beyond  the  Ashburnham  collection,  to  which  allusion  has 


already  been  made,  there  are  scarcely  any  but  the  missals, 
breviaries,  and  a  few  classics  at  Chatsworth  and  Holtsham, 
though  happily  the  British  Museum,  the  Bodleian,  and  the 
Colleges  of  Oxford  and  Cambridge  are,  as  might  be  expected, 
fairly  well  provided  with  both  the  sacred  and  secular  products  of 
the  monks’  cells.  The  only  other  collections  of  any  magnitude 
and  importance  are,  strange  to  say,  those  of  two  Englishmen 
who  claim  foreign  descent,  Mr.  Hope  and  Mr.  Hutfi,  both  of 
whom,  in  fact,  seem  to  have  realised  the  value  of  these  works  of 
Art,  and  have  occupied  themselves  in  collecting  them,  whilst 
our  English  born  and  bred  collectors  were  allowing  French, 
German,  and  Italian  buyers  last  year  and  this  spring  to  carry  off 
the  principal  prizes  at  the  Didot  and  San  Donato  libraries.  That 
the  question  of  cost  has  anything  to  do  with  this  backwardness  on 
the  part  of  English  collectors  we  are  unwilling  to  believe,  for  the 
prices  realised  at  Paris  last  year  for  even  the  rarest  illuminated 
works,  as  a  rule,  fell  far  short  of  the  prices  given  every  week  in  this 
country  for  modern  and  ancient  pictures  of  far  inferior  interest 
and  merit.  Of  course  a  work  like  the  missal  of  Charles  V.  of 
France,  belonging  to  the  first  half  of  the  fifteenth  century,  and 
showing  French  illumination  at  its  highest  point  of  perfection, 
would  be  the  object  of  keen  competition,  but  its  purchaser  for 
;^3,400  at  all  events  possessed  some  thirty  or  forty  works  of  the 
highest  Art,  in  addition  to  the  countless  miniatures,  illuminated 
capitals,  and  decorated  borders  in  which  the  volume  abounded. 
Missals  and  other  illuminated  works  of  ordinary  historical  asso¬ 
ciation,  in  fact,  command  any  price  between  ^100  and  ^1,000. 
The  copy  of  the  famous  Talbot  Horce  by  French  artists  of  the 
fifteenth  century  fetched  — a  high  price  considering  its 
imperfections.  Flemish  and  German  manuscripts,  especially  if 
the  latter  belong  to  a  remote  period  of  antiquity,  and  if  the 
former  show  the  first  dawn  of  the  revolt  of  realism  against 
conventionalism,  are  highly  prized  by  continentalTcollectors. 
French  specimens  being  more  frequently  met  with,  their  con¬ 
nection  with  history  or  historical  personages  is  usually  con¬ 
sidered  before  their  artistic  merits  are  recognised ;  but  above 
all  for  rarity,  as  well  as  for  simplicity  and  beauty,  the  Irish  and 
Anglo-Saxon  manuscripts  of  the  thirteenth  and  succeeding 
centuries  are  the  objects  of  the  keenest  competitions.  Italian 
illuminated  work  is  chiefly  interesting  as  showing  the  supe¬ 
riority  of  the  artists  of  that  school  in  treating  the  human  figure. 
The  reverence  for  actual  beauty  of  form  which  was  the  note  of 
the  Italian  Renaissance  can  already  be  traced  even  in  these 
cloister  works — in  many  instances  worthy  precursors  of  those 
which  found  their  highest  development  in  Francia  and  Angelico. 

We  have  been  led  to  refer  thus  at  length  to  a  too  much  neglected 
phase  of  Art  by  a  privately  printed  Account  of  the  “  Horae  Pem- 
brochianae,”  a  manuscript  now  in  the  possession  of  Messrs. 
Ellis  and  White,  New  Bond  Street,  and  which  possesses  many  of 
the  best  features  of  fifteenth-century  English  illumination.  These 
Horce  were,  it  appears,  illustrated  for  William  Herbert,  the  first 
Earl  of  Pembroke,  an  adherent  of  the  House  of  York,  who  was 
defeated  at  Banbury  in  1469,  and  subsequently  beheaded.  A 
century  later  we  find  the  volume  in  the  possession  of  his  grandson, 
on  whom  the  earldom  had  been  conferred  afresh  by  Henry  VHI. 
He  was  appointed  one  of  the  guardians  of  Edward  VI. ;  later,  in 
the  reign  of  Mary,  he  became  twice  Governor  of  Calais ;  and  on 
the  accession  of  Elizabeth  played  his  cards  so  well  that,  with  the 
exception  of  a  passing  cloud  arising  from  his  dealings  with  Mary 
Queen  of  Scots,  he  contrived  to  maintain  his  position  and  influence 
at  court.  What  has  been  the  subsequent  history  of  the  book, 
and  where  it  was  ultimately  discovered,  are  matters  in  which  the 
author  of  the  Account  is  silent ;  but  there  is  sufficient  in¬ 
ternal  evidence  of  genuineness  in  the  manuscript  to  permit  us  to 
accept  this  theory  of  its  origin  as  probable.  The  full  title  of 
the  work  is  “  Horse  Beatse  Marise  Virginise  secundum  usum 
Anglise.”  It  is  preceded  by  a  metrical  calendar,  such  as  is 
common  in  both  the  French  and  Flemish  Heicres.  On  each  page 
is  a  symbolical  representation  of  the  principal  occupation  of  the 
month,  side  by  side  with  a  picture  of  the  zodiacal  sign. 
Amongst  these  may  be  specially  noted  that  assigned  to  the 
month  of  September— a  man  treading  grapes  in  a  wine-vat, 
suggestive  of  the  idea  that  wine-making  was  in  England  a 
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common  practice  before  the  introduction  of  beer.  An  additional 
interest  attaches  to  this  calendar  from  the  fact  that  against 
certain  dates,  entries,  especially  referring  to  the  princes  and 
victories  of  the  House  of  York,  are  inserted  in  a  different  hand¬ 
writing. 

The  frontispiece  to  the  volume  is  the  coat  of  arms  of  the 
Earls  of  Pembroke  as  enrolled  at  Heralds’  College,  whilst  in 
the  four  corners  of  the  page  are  the  crests  of  the  Herbert  and 
its  allied  families,  which  are  introduced  in  rotation  into  the 
capital  letter  of  the  prayers  which  follow,  and  which  occupy 
fifteen  pages.  The  Office  itself  fills  a  hundred  and  ninety-five 
pages,  and  is  enriched  with  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty 
miniatures,  some  of  which  are  of  the  most  e.xquisite  finish.  The 
ornamentation  of  the  borders  and  of  the  initials  belongs  to  that 
period  when  the  conventional  treatment  of  flowers  had  almost  alto¬ 
gether  displaced  the  arabesques  and  ribbon-work  of  olden  times. 
The  dominant  colours  are  of  course  blue  and  green,  blue  prepon¬ 
derating  ;  but  in  many  of  the  pictures  other  colours  are  most  skil¬ 
fully  introduced,  and  all  suggestion  of  crowding  or  discord  is  care¬ 
fully  avoided.  Amongst  the  full-page  miniatures,  of  which  there 
is  a  more  than  usually  large  proportion,  we  may  especially  notice 
one  of  the  ‘  Annunciation,’  which  is  scarcely  surpassed  by  any  in 
the  book.  The  treatment  of  the  landscape  seen  through  a  window 
on  the  one  side,  and  the  glimpse  of  garden  caught  through  the  open 
door  on  the  other,  are  admirably  conceived  and  e.xecuted.  ‘  The 
Agony  ’  and  ‘  The  Betrayal  ’  are  rather  quaint  than  beautiful, 
but  there  is  something  e.xceedingly  touching  in  the  almost 
childlike  simplicity  of  the  treatment  of  the  latter  episode.  From 
the  full-page  miniature  of  the  ‘  Annunciation,’  it  is  impossible  to 


gather  anything  of  the  nationality  or  home  of  the  artist  from  the 
surrounding  buildings  and  scene  ;  the  same  towers  and  gateway, 
and  the  same  trees  and  landscape,  have  served  for  models  to 
illuminators  of  all  countries,  and  are  interpreted  indiscriminately 
to  mean  Jerusalem,  Rome,  Milan,  Paris,  or  Cordova.  The  fifty- 
three  miniatures  of  the  saints,  representing  amongst  them  St. 
George  and  the  Dragon,  St.  Nicholas  and  St.  Julian,  are 
as  a  rule  deficient  in  life,  as  is  generally  to  be  noticed  in  the 
work  of  this  school  and  period,  the  quiet  landscape  and  the 
hedgerow  flower  having  even  at  that  period  more  attractions 
for  our  native  artists.  In  such  pictures  as  that  of  the  ‘Last 
Judgment,’  in  xvhich  the  painter  has  within  certain  theological 
limits  allowed  his  imagination  to  have  free  scope,  one  cannot 
fail  to  be  struck  by  the  want  of  dignity  and  grace  in  the  attitude 
of  the  various  personages  introduced.  The  chosen  are  entering 
paradise  through  a  church  door,  whilst  the  outcasts  are  being 
forced  into  the  yawning  jaws  of  an  impossible  monster.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  treatment  of  the  Passions,  in  illustration  of  Psalm 
l.xviii.,  is  full  of  tender  feeling  and  pathos  :  the  colours  are 
far  more  delicate  than  in  any  other  illustration,  and  the  execu¬ 
tion  of  the  figures  seems  to  suggest  another  and  more  skilful 
hand.  Like  many  delineations  of  the  scene,  the  picture  is  in 
compartments,  representing  the  buffeting  of  Christ,  Pilate 
washing  his  hands,  and,  above  all,  the  crowning  scene  of  tlie 
Crucifixion.  Such,  in  brief,  is  a  description  of  this  very  remark¬ 
able  volume,  of  which  the  faithful  Account,  enriched  by  half- 
a-dozen  excellent  photographic  reproductions,  is  a  valuable 
addition  to  our  knowledge  of  early  English  illustrated  manu¬ 
scripts.  It  can  be  inspected. 


- < - 
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The  Art  Union  of  London  recently  held  their  exhibition  of  the 
pictures  selected  by  the  prize-holders  of  1880,  for  the  first  time 
in  their  new'  galleries  in  the  Strand.  When  we  remember  w'hat  the 
Art  Union  was  established  for,  namely,  “to  promote  the  advance¬ 
ment  of  the  Arts  by  a  wide  diffusion  of  works  of  native  artists,’’ 
and  then  look  around  at  the  miserable  array  w'hich  in  the  forty- 
fourth  year  of  its  existence  is  the  product  of  the  attempt,  we  are 
indeed  tempted  to  say  aii  bo7io  is  this  intricate  machinery  kept 
on  foot,  which — collecting,,^  12, 000  in  a  bad  year — spends  ;,C3, 000 
of  it  in  distributing  one  hundred  pictures  which  are  really  harmful 
to  Art,  and  a  quantity  of  engravings  which  each  year  deteriorate 
in  quality  ?  What  splendid  opportunities  have  been  presented 
during  all  these  forty  years  !  With  an  annual  income  never  falling 
below  £\o,ooo,  and  on  occasions  rising  to  double  that  amount, 
yet  of  their  issued  engravings  how  many  have  any  chance  of 
being  memorable  in  years  to  come,  or  helpful  to  Art  ?  Stan¬ 
field’s  ‘  Tilbury  Fort,’  Turner’s  ‘  Venice  and  Italy,’  and 
Maclise’s  ‘  Wellington  and  Nelson  ’  complete  the  list.  But 
to  return  to  the  e.xhibition — out  of  the  one  hundred  pictures  there 


are  probably  not  ten  which  half-a-dozen  years  hence  w'ould  realise 
what  has  been  given  for  them  :  of  such  the  happiest  choices  have 
been — ‘A  Farmyard,’  by  Otto  Weber,  where  Mr.  Woodin  has 
added  ^^35  to  the  ,^40  he  gained  as  a  prize  ;  ‘  A  Pool  on  the 
Glaslyn,  at  Beddgelert,’  by  Jackson  Curnock — a  cheap  acquisi¬ 
tion  of  Mr.  Westray’s  ;  ‘  St.  Michael’s  Mount,’  by  Frank 
Walton — Mr.  W.  J.  Phillips’s  prize  ;  ‘A  Misty  Day,’  by  H.  Caf- 
fieri,  selected  by  Mr.  F.  W.  Smythe  ;  ‘  Fairy  Tales,’  by  Miss 
Gow — Mr.  W.  Christie’s  prize.  The  winner  of  the  ,,^200  prize 
has  got  a  fair,  if  not  very  original,  work  in  Geo.  Cole’s  ‘  Evening 
Landscape;’  but  ‘Near  Tintagel,  Cornw'all,’  which  the  Rev. 
F.  A.  H.  Fitzgerald  has  taken  for  £100,  is  four  times  as  large  as 
it  need  be,  and  is  full  of  emptiness  and  bad  drawing.  In  fact, 
the  error  into  which  the  majority  of  prize-w'inners  fall  is  trying  to 
obtain  a  good  picture,  some  four  feet  square,  for,^30.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  the  choice  of  the  pictures  should  be  vested  in  the 
Council ;  but  we  can  hardly  recommend  this  when  we  see  what 
their  search  throughout  the  world  of  Art  for  a  subject  to  engrave 
has  resulted  in  this  last  year  or  two. 
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Carl  Hoff,  Painter.  - - — >■ 

Amongst  the  works  of  Carl  Hoff  there  are  many  more 
pretentious  ones,  but  few  more  complete  in  every  way  than 
the  one  now  before  us.  The  picture  is  notable  in  the  entire 
absence  of  that  gloating  on  the  portrayal  of  death  which  was 
so  delighted  in  centuries  ago  by  the  early  German  schools,  and 
even  in  our  day  finds  a  host  of  exponents  in  the  French 
Academy.  Although  death  has  here  probably  deprived  the 
family  of  the  bread-winner,  he  is  evidently  regarded  more  in  his 


^ _  E.  L.  IMeyer,  Engraver. 

character  of  the  friend  than  the  avenger,  hi.  Carl  Hoff  was 
born  at  Mannheim  in  1838,  and  studied  successively  at  Carls- 
ruhe  and  Diisseldorf.  Like  the  greater  number  of  foreign 
artists,  he  travelled  for  the  purpose  of  study  through  France, 
Italy,  and  Greece.  He  is  a  Member  of  the  Academy  at 
Rotterdam,  and  has  obtained  naedals  at  Berlin,  Vienna,  and 
Diisseldorf  He  was  a  pupil  of  Vautier,  and  has  adopted  his 
style. 


CARL  HOPF  PINX^  r  L  MEYER.  SCULP? 
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ART  NOTES. 


AN  opportunity,  which  may  not  recur,  is  now  given  to  those 
interested  in  Sir  Frederick  Leighton’s  work,  of  studying  the 
picture  by  which  he  first  obtained  his  name,  ‘  Cimabue’s  cele¬ 
brated  Madonna  carried  in  Procession  through  the  Streets  of 
Florence.’  Her  Majesty  the  Queen,  who  purchased  this  work 
when  it  was  exhibited  in  the  Royal  Academy  in  1855,  has  placed 
it  for  a  short  time  on  exhibition  at  the  Albert  Hall,  where  it  is 
hung  in  the  gallery  behind  the  organ.  It  is  curious  to  trace 
throughout  the  work  the  individuality  of  the  artist,  and  the  way  in 
which  that  individuality  has  been  preserved  throughout  his  later 
works  ;  next,  how  in  parts  it  smacks  of  the  German  school,  in 
which  he  had  for  some  time  been  working;  lastly,  how  little 
union  there  was  betwixt  him  and  the  pre-Raphaelites,  who  at 
that  time  were  in  the  heyday  of  their  fame.  Why,  the  flowers 
which  the  girl  strews  in  the  pathway  of  the  Florentine  painter 
are  so  carelessly  painted  as  to  be  almost  unrecognisable ;  so 
much  so,  that  one  is  inclined  to  doubt  if  they  are  the  work  of 
the  artist  who  only  three  years  after  made  such  a  study  as 
the  one  exhibited  at  the  Grosvenor  Gallery,  ‘  The  Lemon-tree 
of  Capri.’  It  was  no  doubt  no  accident  which  caused  the 
painter  to  lay  the  scene  of  the  two  works  (this  and  the  ‘  Arts 
of  War’)  by  which  he  will  best  be  remembered  in  the  city  of 
Florence.  For  was  it  not  here  that  the  decision  was  come  to 
that  he  should  follow  the  profession  of  a  painter,  Hiram  Power 
being  arbiter,  and  prophesying  as  follows:  “Your  son  may 
become  as  eminent  as  he  pleases?’’  Sir  Frederick  was  in  his 
twenty-fifth  year  when  he  painted  the  ‘  Cimabue  Procession,’  and 
twenty- five  years  have  elapsed  since  then. 

City  of  London  Society  of  Artists.— It  will  be  re¬ 
membered  that  in  the  spring  of  the  present  year  an  exhibition, 
under  the  auspices  of  this  society,  was  held  in  the  hall  of  the 
Skinners’  Company.  It  is  a  matter  for  regret  that  the  effort  has 
not  been  financially  successful,  the  deficiency  amounting  to 
^282  8s.  2d.  Tire  bulk  of  the  expenses  is  ascribed  to  printing, 
stationery,  and  advertising.  The  society  numbered  seventy- 
three  members  at  the  time  of  making  out  the  statement  of 
accounts,  and  their  subscriptions  amounted  to  ;£38o  12s.  6d. 
The  tickets  for  admission  to  the  exhibition  produced  ^81  i8s.  6d., 
and  the  sale  of  catalogues  ;^25  iis.  6d.  The  entire  receipts  were 
^613  i8s.  id.,  while  the  total  outlay  amounted  tO;^9i4  i6s.  3d. 
The  Skinners’  Company  having  generously  assented  to  their 
request,  the  society  will  hold  their  next  exhibition  in  the  hall  on 
Dowgate  Hill. 

Whilst  Mr.  Poynter  is  endeavouring  to  interest  the  youth 
of  the  land  in  Art  by  editing  text-books  (the  first  of  which  we 
noticed  last  month),  the  authorities  of  one  at  least  of  the 
public  schools  are  dealing  with  the  matter  in  a  more  practical 
way.  A  second  exhibition  of  pictures,  drawings,  and  Art  work¬ 
manship  has  been  opened  at  the  Rugby  School  Fine  Art 
Museum  during  the  summer  term.  Considerable  taste  and 
judgment  were  exercised  in  the  selection  of  the  works.  Amongst 
examples  of  the  early  schools  were  pictures  by  Giorgione, 
Bernardino  Luini,  Velasquez,  Rubens,  Murillo,  Gerard  Dow, 
Van  Dyck,  and  Michael  Angelo,  the  latter  specially  noticeable 
by  a  remarkable  and  most  characteristic  pen-and-ink  drawing  of 
‘Atlas.’  The  English  school  was  represented  by  a  full-length 
portrait  of  the  first  Lord  Ribblesdale  as  a  youth,  by  Sir  Joshua 
Reynolds.  By  his  rival,  Gainsborough,  was  a  beautiful  portrait 
of  Dorothea,  Lady  Eden,  in  a  style  with  which  the  public  is  not 
familiar ;  there  were  also  works  of  Old  Crome,  Turner,  F.  Danby, 
De  Wint,  Copley  Fielding,  Creswick,  Duncan,  J.  E.  Hodgson, 
Fred.  Walker,  Birket  Foster,  Bonington,  and  others.  An  ex¬ 
tremely  interesting  collection  of  old  plate  and  MSS.  was  lent 
by  Queen’s  College,  Oxford,  amongst  which  was  a  handsome 
silver  trumpet,  worked  with  re;pousse  ornament,  formerly  used 
to  invoke  the  collegians  to  the  board,  when  “  ’Tis  merry  in 
hall,  when  beards  wag  all.’’  Other  Art  works  were  contributed 
1880. 


by  the  South  Kensington  Museum,  the  Earl  of  Warwick,  Lord 
Ribblesdale,  Mr.  M.  H.  Bloxam,  Mr.  H.  Chance,  Mr.  Wm. 
Agnew,  the  Right  Flon.  J.  Chamberlain,  M.P.,  Mr.  T.  Woolner, 
R.A.,  and  Mr.  Loden  Smith.  The  arrangements  were  directed 
by  Dr.  Jex-Blake,  the  head  master,  aided  by  the  curator,  Mr. 
T.  M.  Lindsay,  the  latter  of  whom  took  advantage  of  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  give  a  series  of  half-hour  ‘  chats’  on  the  pictures  and 
drawings  to  such  of  the  boys  as  chose  to  attend.  It  should 
be  added  that  there  is  a  permanent  collection  of  works  of  fine, 
as  well  as  decorative,  Art,  which  renders  the  museum  a  con¬ 
stant  attraction. 

Several  special  attempts  have  recently  been  made  in  the 
provinces  to  interest  the  masses  in  works  of  Art. 

At  Merthyr  Tydvil  an  exhibition  has  been  held  under  the 
auspices  of  several  local  coal-owners,  at  which  the  best  of  their 
Art  treasures  were  placed  on  view  at  a  nominal  charge,  with  the 
dual  object  of  instructing  the  colliers  and  iron- workers,  and 
establishing  a  fund  whereby  a  school  of  Art  might  be  started. 
Messrs.  Manelaus,  Harris,  Crawshay,  Seward,  and  others  lent 
pictures,  both  modern  and  ancient ;  Mr.  Thompson  etchings ; 
and  Mr.  W.  E.  Gladstone  a  fine  collection  of  old  ivories. 

At  Ancoats,oxi&  of  the  most  populous  of  the  artisan  suburbs 
of  Manchester,  over  one  hundred  works  of  Art  were  exhibited  at 
the  Baths  to  all  who  purchased  for  one  penny  the  catalogue  com¬ 
piled  by  Mr.  Councillor  Rowley.  The  exhibits  had  been  very 
carefully  chosen,  so  as  to  present  examples  of  the  best  Art  only, 
and  (what  was,  perhaps,  not  altogether  desirable)  to  cover  as 
wide  a  range  as  possible. 

At  Whitchurch  an  exhibition  of  oil  and  water  colour  paint¬ 
ings,  engravings,  photographs,  statuary,  carvings,  reliefs, 
medallions,  plate,  embroidery,  and  other  articles  of  general, 
artistic,  and  antiquarian  interest  was  opened  last  month.  It 
also  included  works  of  the  most  eminent  artists  of  the  English, 
Dutch,  Flemish,  and  Italian  schools.  The  paintings  were  prin¬ 
cipally  gathered  from  the  valuable  collections  near  Salop  and 
the  neighbouring  counties,  and  the  exhibition  was  greatly  aug¬ 
mented  by  pictures  and  curiosities  from  the  South  Kensington 
Museum. 

At  this  year’s  exhibition  in  the  Atkinson  Art  Gallery  at  South- 
port  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  twelve  paintings  were 
exhibited,  and  one  hundred  and  seventy-three  were  sold  for 
^2,297.  The  number  of  visitors  was  seven  thousand  nine  hun¬ 
dred  and  seventy-six.  Last  year  the  pictures  hung  were  nine 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  and  the  sales  ;^3,96o  ;  but  that  was  the 
first  year,  and  many  pictures  were  purchased  by  members  of  the 
Council  to  present  to  the  gallery. 

The  Dudley  Gallery  has  been  engaged  for  the  vacation 
for  an  exhibition  of  competitive  designs  of  Christmas  and  New 
Year  Cards.  Five  hundred  pounds  are  offered  in  fourteen  prizes, 
varying  from  100  to  ;^20  each.  The  judges  chosen  to  award 
the  prizes  are  H.  S.  Marks,  R.A.,  G.  H.  Boughton,  A.R.A., 
and  Sir  Coutts  Lindsay. 

The  Ruskin  Society  has  recently  issued  its  first  report. 
The  head-quarters  of  the  parent  society  were  established  at 
Manchester  in  June  of  last  year.  A  sub-title  has  been  adopted 
at  Mr.  Ruskin’ s  wish,  that  of  “The  Society  of  the  Rose,’’  the 
society’s  object  being  to  promote  such  English  learning  and 
life  as  can  abide  where  the  English  wild  rose  grows.  At  pre¬ 
sent  the  scope  of  the  Manchester  society  has  been  confined  to 
the  reading  of  papers  in  explanation  and  defence  of  Mr.  Ruskin’s 
teaching  and  social  work.  But  at  Aberdeen,  where  a  branch 
has  been  formed,  a  scheme  has  been  propounded  which  promises 
admirable  fruits  if  it  can  be  persisted  in.  The  young  and 
vigorous  members  are  to  visit  and  superintend  the  cleansing  of 
crowded  courts  and  lanes,  planting  trees  and  shrubs,  and  en¬ 
couraging  the  formation  of  garden  plots  wherever  possible ; 
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those  with  vocal  and  musical  gifts  are  to ,  visit,  in  their  own 
homes,  the  aged  and  the  infirm,  and  read  to  them  and  sing 
the  ballads  of  our  country ;  while  others,  who  have  patience, 
taste,  and  skill,  are  to  organize  the  formation  of  small  local 
museums.  At  Glasgow  the  society  is  making  rapid  progress ; 
its  members,  who  number  seventy-four,  have  fortnightly  meet¬ 
ings,  at  which  the  average  attendance  has  been  over  forty.  At 
Manchester  the  numbers  are  forty-eight  members  and  twenty- 
four  associates,  but  the  report  affords  no  information  as  to 
w'herein  the  difference  between  these  two  classes  consists.  It  is 
proposed  to  found  a  branch  of  the  society  in  London. 

A  PROPOSAL  has  been  made  by  the  Council  of  the  Royal 
Manchester  Institution  to  transfer  it  to  the  corporation  of  that 
city.  We  shall  set  out  the  scheme  of  proposal  at  some  length 
ne.xt  month. 

A  JIARBLE  statue  of  Sir  A.  B.  AValker,  to  whose  muniflcent 
spirit  in  matters  relating  to  Art  Liverpool  owes  so  much,  has 
been  placed  on  the  upper  landing  of  the  Walker  Art  Gallery  in 
that  city.  The  statue  is  the  work  of  Mr.  Warrington  Wood, 
and  forms  part  of  a  public  testimonial  initiated  about  two  years 
ago  in  recognition  of  the  gift  of  the  gallery. 

The  Gra;phic  newspaper  has  commenced  the  issue  of  the 
engravings  of  the  pictures  which  formed  the  series  of  “  Types  of 
Beauty,”  which  attracted  so  many  to  the  Graphic  Gallery  during 
the  season.  The  first  is  that  by  Frank  Dicksee. 

A  CATALOGUE  of  the  pictures,  sculptures,  and  other  works  of 
Art  in  the  Hunterian  Museum  of  the  University  of  Glasgow,  com¬ 
piled  by  Dr.  John  Young,  has  just  been  issued.  The  collection  is 
specially  noticeable  for  its  portraits,  which  include  John  Hunter 
by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  and  Sir  Isaac  Newton  by  Sir  Godfrey 
Kneller.  The  catalogue  will  still  bear  revision,  as  paintings  and 
engravings  are  so  intermixed  as  to  be  undistinguishable. 

Wing. — A  curious  discovery  has  lately  been  made  in  the 
church  of  this  little  village,  which  is  situated  in  the  pleasant 
and  most  fertile  Vale  of  Aylesbury.  Beneath  the  chancel  of 
the  church  is  a  crypt  dating  from  the  early  times,  which  has 
been  closed  for  many  centuries  till  accidentally  discovered  by 
the  late  Sir  Gilbert  Scott,  R.A.,  whose  son,  Mr.  G.  G.  Scott, 
F.S.A.,  has  recently,  by  permission  of  the  proper  authorities, 
opened  and  examined  it  carefully.  It  was  found  to  have  ah 
the  characteristics  of  a  Roman  basilica,  but  “  filled  to  the  extent 
of  two-thirds  of  its  height  with  earth  and  human  remains.  The 
crypt  consists  of  a  central  portion,  in  plan  a  sort  of  truncated 
trapezium,  about  thirteen  feet  in  length  from  east  to  west,  and 
about  six  feet  in  breadth  from  north  to  south.  At  its  western 
extremity  are  the  remains  of  a  small  window  or  ‘  squint,’  which 
originally  opened  upon  the  nave  of  the  church.  This  central 
chamber  is  surrounded  by  an  aisle  or  passage,  about  four  feet 
in  width,  and  communicating  with  it  by  arches  opening  upon 
its  north,  south,  and  east  sides,  and  lighted  by  windows  corre¬ 
sponding  with  those  arches.  The  clear  internal  width  of  the 
crypt  is  nearly  eighteen  feet  either  way.  The  lateral  aisles, 
however,  so  to  speak,  extend  beyond  the  crypt  itself  for  some 
distance  westwards  towards  the  nave,”  with  the  aisles  of  which 
they  originally  communicated  by  ascents  of  steps  on  the  north 
and  the  south.  The  crypt  is  vaulted  throughout  in  tufa,  and 
has  been  plastered  ;  the  ancient  plaster  still  e.xists  in  many 
places.  The  plan  of  this  small  and  almost  rude  monument  of 
remote  antiquity  is  apparently  identical  in  principle  with  the 
ancient  church  of  St.  Peter  at  Rome,  and  with  many  of  the 
earliest  examples  of  the  Basilican  Cotifessio ;  and  there  can  be 
little  doubt  that  its  design  is  attributable  to  the  influence  of  the 
successors  of  St.  Augustine  in  the  seventh  century.  It  is  cer¬ 
tainly  startling  to  find,  says  the  Times,  “a  ‘polyandrum’  in 
Buckinghamshire,  a  county  which  is  generally  said  to  be  rather 
poor  in  its  ecclesiastical  remains  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  the 
authorities  of  the  church  will  not  allow  the  crypt  to  be  again 
buried  out  of  sight,  as  a  very  trifling  outlay  would  suffice  to  pay 
for  the  removal  of  the  soil.” 

Cologne  Cathedral  is  completed.  On  the  14th  of  August 
last,  six  hundred  and  thirty-two  years  exactly  after  the  laying 


of  its  foundation  stone,  the  topmost  stones  were  placed  on  the 
two  towers  which  adorn  its  west  front.  These  are  now  five 
hundred  feet  in  height,  but  until  the  vast  scaffolding  which 
encloses  them  is  taken  down  but  little  idea  can  be  formed  of 
their  magnificence.  The  completion  has  been  long  delayed 
owing  to  wars,  religious  as  well  as  civil,  but  during  the  last 
forty  years  steadfast  and  continued  efforts  have  been  sustained 
throughout  Germany  to  finish  a  work  which  now  is  held  to 
be  the  grand  symbol  of  German  unity  and  strength,  of  German 
love  and  German  trust  in  God. 

Rouen  is  rapidly  losing  its  mediseval  character,  and  the  city 
seems  to  value  but  lightly  many  relics  of  the  past,  which  it  will 
regretfully  long  for  when  too  late.  A  recent  visit  to  the  old  timber- 
built  square,  known  as  ‘‘Les  Cloitres  de  St.  Maclou,”  but  little 
frequented  by  the  ordinary  sight-seer,  but  delighted  in  by  the 
artist,  evidenced  this.  It  has  been  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
religieiiscs,  who,  inhabiting  a  part,  employed  the  remainder  as 
an  infant  school,  and  in  the  hands  of  the  civic  authorities  is  to 
be  used  in  future  as  a  board  school,  and  barracks  for  the  local 
militia.  The  whole  of  the  buildings  on  the  southern  side  were 
being  recklessly  dismantled,  and  a  wall  was  being  driven  across 
the  centre  of  the  square  to  divide  it  into  two  playgrounds  for 
boys  and  girls.  In  digging  the  foundations  a  vast  number  of 
human  bones  w^ere  disinterred,  and  treated  with  a  ceremony 
worthy  of  the  gravedigger  in  Hamlet. 

In  the  street  of  the  Golden  Mask,  which  runs  from  the  Piazza 
della  Fiainetta,  at  Rome,  is  a  house.  No.  7,  which  has  long 
been  noteworthy  for  certain  frescoes  by  Caravaggio  covering  its 
frieze.  Some  repairs  having  to  be  made,  the  destruction  of 
these  paintings,  which  represent  the  slaughter  of  Niobe’s  chil¬ 
dren,  has  lately  been  decided  on  by  the  municipality,  spite  of 
petitions  by  the  Academy  of  St.  Luke  and  other  Roman  Art 
societies. 

Reversal  of  Photographic  Images  by  Prolonged 
Exposure. — An  interesting  phenomenon  in  photography  has 
been  announced  by  M.  Janssen  in  a  note  to  the  Academic  des 
Sciences.  While  obtaining  solar  images  at  Meudon,  he  ob¬ 
served  that  when  the  exposure  is  prolonged  bfeyond  a  certain 
period,  in  which  a  good  negative  image  is  got,  this  image  loses 
its  distinctness,  and  the  plate  passes  into  a  neutral  state — i.e. 
no  appreciable  image  appears  on  use  of  a  developer.  But  if 
the  exposure  be  continued  still  further,  the  negative  image  gives 
place  to  a  positive,  in  wdiich  the  distribution  of  light  and  shade 
is  exactly  the  opposite,  and  this  image,  if  the  luminous  action 
be  well  regulated,  presents  all  the  details  and  fineness  of  the 
one  it  has  supplanted.  With  further  exposure  a  second  neutral 
state  is  reached,  opposite  to  the  first,  inasmuch  as,  if  the  latter 
showed  the  image  uniformly  dark,  the  former  shows  it  uniformly 
light.  For  solar  negatives  taken  at  Meudon  the  time  of  expo¬ 
sure  has  rarely  exceeded  i-ioooth  of  a  second,  if  the  photo- 
spheric  granulations  were  to  be  obtained ;  and  with  plates  pre¬ 
pared  by  the  gelatino-bromide  process  the  time  may  be  reduced 
to  i-20000th  of  a  second  or  less.  Now,  if  one  of  these  dry 
plates  be  exposed  half  a  second,  or  a  second  a  distinct  positive 
image  is  produced,  the  body  of  the  sun  appearing  w'hite  and  the 
spots  black,  as  they  do  to  the  eye.  M.  Janssen  has  similarly 
obtained  positive  images  of  landscapes,  appearing  transparently 
as  the  scene  is  viewed  naturally  ;  also  a  view  of  the  park  at 
Meudon,  showing  a  white  solar  disc  on  the  dark  background 
of  the  sky,  and  counter  types,  which  are  of  the  same  sign  as  the 
original  type— /.<?.  positive  if  the  type  be  positive,  and  negative 
if  it  be  negative.  In  these  photographs  it  is  the  same  spectral 
rays  that  have  first  given  the  negative  image,  and  then  effected 
its  transformation  into  a  positive. 

The  New  Botticelli. — At  the  corner  of  one  of  the  central 
streets  of  Florence,  at  the  Italian  Pharmacy  Forini,  a  fine  portrait 
has  been  lately  brought  before  the  public,  and  judged  by  com¬ 
petent  authorities  to  be  a  real  Botticelli.  The  present  Signor 
Forini’s  father,  being  fond  of  Art,  bought  several  pictures  from 
the  collection  of  Cardinal  Acciajuoli,  and  he  does  not  appear  to 
have  bought  them  as  a  speculation,  for  Signor  Forini  says  that 
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he  remembers  this  portrait  to  have  hung  in  his  father’s  house 
ever  since  he  was  a  boy.  It  has  occasioned  much  discussion  as 
to  which  great  master  painted  it.  Even  as  late  as  1877  the 
restorer  of  the  Royal  Galleries  here  judged  it  to  be  a  Masaccio. 
But  it  has  finally  been  decided  that  it  is  no  Masaccio,  but  a 
Botticelli,  and  a  very  fine  one,  and  it  has  made  some  stir  in 
artistic  quarters.  The  picture  represents  a  man  in  advanced 
youth,  in  dark  clothes  buttoned  to  the  throat,  and  a  species 
of  cloth  tied  round  his  head  ;  it  is  in  good  preservation,  and 
painted  in  tempera,  like  the  ‘Judith’  and  ‘Birth  of  Venus.’ 
The  face  is  sad,  and  the  colours  are  obscure.  Signor  Forini 
calls  it  a  portrait  of  Burchiello,  the  barber  and  fifteenth-century 
satirist.  He  has  written  a  book  about  it  at  great  labour  and 
expense,  and  it  is  generally  called  the  Burchiello,  in  order  to 
distinguish  it.  But  no  one  believes  it,  and  there  is  absolutely 
nothing  to  prove  sucli  a  statement,  excepting  his  own  idea.  All 
that  we  can  affirm  is  that  it  is  certainly  a  Botticelli,  and  that 
the  fact  that  Monsieur  Leon  Gauchet  has  bought  it  speaks  for 
its  being  a  fine  picture. 

The  competition  for  the  municipal  buildings  at  Glasgow,  and 
which  has  created  a  vast  amount  of  excitement  not  only  in  that 
town,  but  amongst  the  profession  of  architects,  has  not  termi¬ 
nated  satisfactorily.  Mr.  C.  Barry,  who  had  been  called  in  by 
the  Town  Council,  allotted  the  awards,  but  appended  to  them 
an  intimation  that  there  were  other  designs  sent  in  superior  in 
merit  to  those  selected  for  the  premium,  but  that  he  was  bound 
by  the  instructions  which  limited  the  cost,  which  had  been  fixed 
at  ^150,000.  The  first  premium  was  taken  by  Mr.  George 


Corson,  Leeds;  the  second  by  Messrs.  Coe  and  Robinson,  of 
London  ;  and  the  third  by  Mr.  Edward  Clarke,  also  of  London. 
Ninety-six  designs  were  sent  in.  The  ;^i50,ooo  docs  not  admit 
of  any  marble,  expensive  sculpture,  or  decorations. 

Dalziel’s  Bible  Gallery. — We  are  glad  to  hear  that  this 
series  of  Bible  illustrations  is  sufficiently  advanced  to  insure  its 
publication  during  the  coming  season.  Its  value  becomes 
immediately  apparent  when  we  say  that  the  drawings  are  by 
Sir  Frederick  Leighton,  P.R.A.,  Burne  Jones,  Holman  Hunt, 
F.  Madox  Brown,  G.  F.  Watts,  R.A.,  and  others,  and  that  the 
brothers  Dalziel  are  executing  the  engravings.  The  work  will 
be  published  by  Messrs.  Routledge  and  Sons. 

The  Committee  of  the  New  South  Wales  Academy  of  Art 
have,  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  G.  Montifiore,  selected  for 
purchase  from  the  English  pictures  which  were  sent  to  the 
Sydney  Exhibition  a  number,  for  which  they  are  to  pay  the  sum 
of  ;^4,66o  ios.  This  will  be  a  compensation  to  some  for  the  loss 
of  the  gold  medals,  which,  by  a  mistake  in  the  telegram,  were 
erroneously  supposed  to  have  been  given  ;  but  it  is  questionable, 
considering  the  class  of  pictures  which  were  sent  out  to  Sydney, 
whether  the  money  could  not  have  been  more  judiciously  ex¬ 
pended  by  selections  over  here. 

We  regret  that  a  design  for  a  sideboard,  which  appeared 
in  our  last  issue,  was  by  mistake  ascribed  to  Mr.  Edwin 
Foie}'-,  of  Salisbury,  instead  of  to  Mr.  William  S.  Masheder,  of 
Lancaster. 
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OLD  French  Plate”  (London,  John  Murray).— Mr.  W.  J. 

Cripps  has  followed  up  the  service  which  he  rendered  to 
collectors  of  old  English  plate  by  issuing  a  volume  which,  by  its 
limited  circulation,  can,  from  a  monetary  point  of  view,  but  ill 
repay  him  for  the  lengthened  research  and  trouble  which  have 
been  necessary  for  the  successful  accomplishment  of  his  task. 
This  has  been  rendered  more  than  usually  arduous  by  the  fact 
that  in  troublous  times  the  French  records  were  destroyed  whole¬ 
sale,  making  it  no  easy  matter  to  piece  together  the  fragments 
that  remain ;  whilst  to  this  has  been  added  the  impracticability  of 
collating  them  with  the  few  specimens  of  plate  that  remain.  It 
is  curious  to  note  that  the  principal  changes  which  the  history 
of  plate  has  undergone  have  been  almost  invariably  contempo¬ 
raneous  both  in  France  and  in  this  country.  The  Confrerie 
de  St.  liloi,  which  answers  to  our  Goldsmiths’  Company,  was 
instituted  in  Paris  in  the  middle  of  the  thirteenth  century,  but 
little  earlier  than  the  guild  of  their  brethren  in  London.  The 
annual  letter,  which  is  found  on  English  and  French  plate 
alike,  had  its  first  example  here  in  1438,  and  in  Paris  in  1461, 
although  it  is  probable  that  at  Montpellier  it  was  used  in  1429. 
The  standard  of  gold-work,  raised  to  22  carats  in  France  in 
1540,  was  fixed  at  the  same  level  here  by  Queen  Elizabeth  in 
1578.  The  destruction  of  plate  in  England  by  William  HI.  in 
1697  was  anticipated  by  a  far  more  thorough  holocaust  in 
France  in  1688,  Louis  XIV.  setting  the  royal  example  by 
melting  up  all  that  had  rendered  the  great  /He  at  Versailles  in 
1668  famous  for  all  time,  a  dire  necessity  which  in  the  “  hard- 
upness  ”  of  the  time  was  followed  universally.  The  destruction 
was  again  repeated  in  1759,  and  this  time  was  not  followed  in 
England;  nor  need  we  say  was  it  in  1789,  when  the  Revolution 
put  an  end  to  the  history  of  French  plate.  We  gather  from 
Mr.  Cripps’ s  book  that  all  the  earliest  examples  of  French  Hall 
marks  are  to  be  found  in  this  country.  The  first,  date  circa 
1330,  is  on  a  bowl  in  the  South  Kensington  Museum ;  the  next, 
a  chalice  of  the  first  half  of  the  fifteenth  century,  belongs  to  the 
domestic  chapel  at  Rhug,  North  Wales ;  and  the  third,  a 


beaker  or  cup,  dated  1462,  is  at  Oriel  College,  Oxford.  The 
work  contains  much  that  is  interesting  even  to  non-collectors, 
whilst  to  collectors  the  table  of  marks,  which  have  not  as  yet 
been  put  together  in  France,  render  it  invaluable. 

“  The  Treatyse  of  Fysshynge  wyth  an  Angle.”  This, 
the  first  English  work  on  fishing,  and  long  anterior  to  the  better- 
known  one  of  Izaak  Walton,  has  been  reprinted  in  fac-simile 
under  the  Rev.  M.  G.  Watkins’s  direction,  by  Mr.  Elliot  Stock. 
The  first  edition  was  printed  by  Wynkyn  de  Worde,  at  West¬ 
minster,  in  1496,  and  is  now  very  rare  and  valuable  ;  so  popular 
was  it,  that  between  that  date  and  1660  no  less  than  ten 
editions  ivere  published.  The  present  fac-simile  of  the  work  is 
reproduced  by  photography  from  a  copy  of  the  original  edition 
in  the  British  Museum  ;  and  the  rude  illustrations  which  adorned 
the  “  lytyll  pamflet”  are  here  given  in  all  their  quaint  rough¬ 
ness.  It  is  printed  on  demy  quarto  hand-made  paper,  in  imita¬ 
tion  of  the  original,  and  the  binding  is  of  contemporary  pattern 
and  material,  so  that  the  reader  may  almost  bring  himself  to 
imagine  that  he  is  handling  the  original  volume.  The  price  is 
1 8s.,  and  the  whole  production  is  creditable  to  the  house  which, 
it  may  be  remembered,  has  produced  fac- similes  of  the  first 
editions  of  Bunyan’s  “Pilgrim’s  Progress,”  Milton’s  “Para¬ 
dise  Lost,”  Walton’s  “  Compleat  Angler,”  and  other  works. 
Fishermen  will  both  be  amused  and  interested  in  the  account 
of  the  “  xii  flyes  with  whyche  ye  shall  angle  to  ye  trought  and 
grayllyng.” 

“  Needlework  Designs  from  Old  Examples,”  by  E.  S. 
Hartshorne  (Griffiths  and  Farran). — The  workers  in  church 
embroidery  will  find  in  this  collection  about  sixty  patterns  from 
work  of  the  fifteenth  and  following  centuries,  which  well  illustrate 
the  taste  and  skill  of  their  predecessors,  and  which  w'ill  form 
useful  guides  to  those  who  study  this  interesting  branch  of  Art 
decoration. 

“Transactions  of  the  National  Association  for  the 
Promotion  of  Social  Science  ’’—Manchester  Meeting,  1879 
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(Longfmans,  Green  &  Co.). — Sir  Coutts  Lindsay’s  address  on  Art 
and  the  select  papers  by  Mr.  G.  F.  Watts  (on  Decoration  of 
Public  Buildings),  Mr.  Murgatroyd  (on  Street  Architecture),  and 
Mr.  Comyns  Carr  (on  Art  Administration)  afford  gratifying 
evidence  of  an  increasing  interest  in  Art  and  its  uses,  and  we 
are  glad  they  are  permanently  preserved  in  this  handsome 
volume. 

“  Moxuments  de  l’Art  Antique.”  Edited  by  Professor 
Oliver  Rayet  (Paris  :  A.  Quantin). — Professor  Rayet  has  here 
given  us  the  first  instalment  of  a  work  which  will  consist  of  nearly  a 
hundred  examples  of  masterpieces  of  antique  Art.  They  are  well 
executed  in  heliogravure  by  Dujardin,  and  the  descriptions  are 
addressed  to  the  general  reader  and  man  of  taste.  This  part 
contains  fifteen  folio  plates  illustrating  early  Greek  and  Egyptian 
statuary,  selected  with  the  discrimination  we  should  naturally 
e.xpect  from  so  eminent  an  editor.  We  heartily  wish  that  the 
work  ma}'-  attain  the  success  it  undoubtedly  deserves. 

”  Our  AncientMonumentsand theLand around  them,” 
with  an  Introduction  by  Sir  John  Lubbock,  Bart.,  M.P.  (Elliot 
Stock).— Mr.  Kains  Jackson  has  in  this  volume  described  the 
monuments  scheduled  in  the  Bill  introduced  by  Sir  John  Lubbock 
to  guard  them  against  destruction,  and  Sir  John  Lubbock’s  inter¬ 
esting  introduction  enables  us  more  fully  to  realise  the  importance 
of  preserving  these  records  of  the  past.  The  work  would, 
however,  we  think,  have  been  more  complete  if  it  had  contained 
a  copy  of  the  Bill  making  provision  for  their  protection. 

‘‘Greenhouse  Favourites.”  With  Coloured  Illustrations 
(Groombridge  and  Sons).  — In  this  collection  well-executed 
coloured  figures  of  about  thirty  popular  greenhouse  plants  are 
associated  with  practical  instructions  to  guide  the  amateur  in 
their  cultivation.  It  is  handsome  enough  for  a  gift  book,  and  is 
full  of  information,  interesting  alike  to  the  horticulturist  and  the 
general  reader. 

‘‘A  Guide  to  Modelling,”  by  George  Raise  (London: 
Rowney  &  Co.). — There  is  probably  no  branch  of  Art  in  which 
less  could  be  learnt  from  a  manual  than  that  of  sculpture.  It 
is  saying  much,  therefore,  for  this  guide  to  the  principles  and 
practice  of  sculpture  that  it  appears  to  be  likely  to  render 
more  assistance  to  students  and  amateurs  than  any  of  the  shil¬ 
ling  hand-books  which  have  been  hitherto  issued  by  this  firm  of 
artists’  colourmen.  The  novice  will  certainly  be  assisted  in  his 
preliminary  studies  by  the  indications  therein  clearly  laid  down 
of  the  means  and  methods  available,  and  the  mechanical  pro¬ 
cesses  through  which  a  work  passes  from  the  clay  to  the  marble. 
The  compiler  has  throughout  endeavoured  to  impress  upon  his 
reader  the  dignity  which  should  attach  to  statuary,  and  he 
naturally  has  not  words  strong  enough  wherewith  to  reprove 
some  of  the  latest  efforts  of  the  foreign  sculptors,  to  which  Dr. 
Johnson’s  epithet  may  be  fittingly  applied,  namely,  that  they 
are  “  the  adulteries  of  Art.” 

‘‘Cunningham’s  British  Painters,”  annotated  and  con¬ 
tinued  to  the  present  time  by  Mrs.  Charles  Heaton.  (London  : 
George  Bell  and  Sons). — In  the  half-century  which  has  elapsed 
since  Allan  Cunningham’s  ‘‘  Lives  of  British  Painters  ”  achieved 
such  an  almost  unprecedented  measure  of  success  that  14,000 
copies  were  sold  in  a  twelvemonth,  the  world  has  been  living  at 
so  great  a  pace  that  the  author  has  well-nigh  dropped  out  of  sight. 
But  the  distance  is  narrowed  when  we  call  to  mind  that,  at  the 
dinner  which  was  given  in  1831  by  his  countrymen  to  celebrate 
his  success,  Thomas  Carlyle  was  present  and  made  his  maiden 
speech,  wherein  he  stated  that  ‘‘all  Britain  was  proud  to  number 
Cunningham  amongst  her  poets.  ”  It  is  stiii  further  reduced  when 
we  find  that  Mrs.  Heaton  only  selects  sixteen  painters  in  that 
half-century  as  worthy  of  being  added  to  the  rule  of  those  whose 
lives  were  written  by  Cunningham.  They  are  Stothard,  Crome, 


Turner,  Constable,  Wilkie,  Mulready,  Haydon,  Etty,  Eastlake, 
Stanfield,  Leslie,  Roberts,  Landseer,  Scott,  Maclise,  and  Phillip. 
Amongst  these  she  has,  in  most  unequal  divisions,  allotted  the 
greater  portion  of  one  of  the  three  volumes— unequal,  in  that 
whilst  no  less  than  fifty-eight  pages  are  given  to  Wilkie,  Tur¬ 
ner’s  life  is  compressed  into  twelve,  a  smaller  number  than 
those  bestowed  on  the  little-known  painter,  David  Scott.  It  is  a 
pity  that  our  greatest  landscape  painter  should  have  been  so 
inefficiently  dealt  with  ;  cramming  fifty  years  of  such  a  life  into 
four  pages  renders  the  product  not  only  useless,  but  irritating. 
That  any  one  who  had  looked  at  the  ‘‘Liber  Studiorum  ”  for 
five  minutes  could  say  that  it  was  the  ‘‘fruitful  result”  of  his 
foreign  tours,  or  that  the  autotype  reproductions  of  that  work 
were  ‘‘admirable  fac-similes,”  is  past  comprehension.  Thefigures 
given  as  to  prices,  too,  are  incorrect,  and  the  whole  memoir  is 
but  little  more  than  a  patchwork  of  quotations  from  Turner’s  more 
or  less  correct  biographers — Ruskin,  Thornbury,  and  Hamerton. 
In  choosing  the  Turner  memoir  as  a  sample,  we  selected  the 
artist  with  whose  life  and  works  wo  were  most  familiar,  and  the 
whole  must  not  be  judged  by  so  small  a  portion.  The  Stanfield 
memoir  is  delightfully  chatty,  as  is  that  of  Constable  ;  and  it 
must  net  be  forgotten,  too,  that  the  compilation  is  not  intended  so 
much  for  a  work  of  reference  as  to  afford  an  insight  into  the 
character  of  the  person  delineated.  To  the  many  who  care, 
when  they  stand  before  a  picture,  rather  to  know  what  manner 
of  man  he  was  who  painted  it,  this  book  will  afford  them  all  the 
information  they  require  in  a  compact  form,  and  at  a  moderate 
cost.  To  the  still  greater  number  of  students  of  human  nature 
who  delight  in  biographies,  and  want  a  number  of  very  varied 
samples,  we  can  also  thoroughly  recommend  the  work.  We 
should  add  that  Cunningham’s  original  memoirs,  although  left 
untouched,  have  been  corrected  by  a  mass  of  notes,  some 
Cunningham’s  own,  but  the  majority  Mrs.  Heaton’s. 

‘‘A  Handbook  for  Painters  and  Students  on  the 
Character  and  Use  of  Colours”  (London:  Bailliere, 
Tindall,  and  Cox). — Mr.  William  Muckley  evidently  had  this  work 
in  hand  before  Mr.  Holman  Hunt  commenced  his  crusade  against 
the  colours  which  artists  are  compelled  to  use  nowadays,  and  has 
hurried  its  issue  in  order  that  it  might  come  before  the  public 
whilst  their  minds  are  exercised  on  the  matter.  The  information 
contained  in  the  book  has  been  condensed  as  much  as  possible, 
so  as  to  render  it  a  handy  book  of  reference.  Permanent  colours, 
with  which  really  everything  in  nature  may  be  imitated,  are 
first  described  at  length,  fugitive  colours  being  merely  referred  to. 
Amongst  the  former  we  now  find  Naples  yellow  classified, 
although  until  very  recently  it  was  held  not  to  be  permanent. 
I7idia7i  Red  is  also  in  the  same  list,  but  Prtcssian  Blue  and 
Ijidigo  are  condemned.  We  always  understood  that  in  the  old 
drawings  where  these  latter  colours  had  disappeared,  it  was 
owing  to  the  antagonism  of  the  Indian  red  to  the  blues ;  and 
certainly  a  careful  examination  of  the  sky  of  a  drawing  now 
before  us  by  Copley  Fielding,  dated  1835,  leads  one  to  strongly 
suspect  that  the  Indian  red  which  now  alone  survives  in  the  sky 
has  eaten  up  the  indigo  which  was  formerly  its  partner.  But 
in  this,  as  in  our  notions  on  the  subject  of  the  use  of  vehicles,  or 
mediums,  in  combination  with  colours,  we  readily  defer  to  the 
lengthened  experience  of  Mr.  Muckley.  We  are  glad  to  see 
how  strongly  he  advocates  the  use  of  panels  in  lieu  of  canvas. 
He  gives  a  striking  instance  of  the  superior  durability  of  the 
former,  in  the  case  of  a  picture  by  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds  of  ‘  A 
Lady’  now  in  the  South  Kensington  Museum,  in  which  the  pre¬ 
servation  of  the  picture  is  in  every  way  so  perfect  that  it  looks 
as  if  it  had  just  left  the  easel.  In  these  days,  when  artists  obtain 
such  large  prices  for  their  works,  it  is  incumbent  on  them  to 
leave  no  stone  unturned  to  render  their  pictures  permanent,  and 
they  may  obtain,  at  a  small  cost,  many  aids  in  so  doing  from  a 
perusal  of  this  book. 
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Part  II. 


HE  conversion  of  Constantine  the  Great  to  Chris¬ 
tianity,  and  the  removal  of  the  seat  of  his 
government  to  Constantinople  in  the  year  330, 
caused  a  complete  revolution  in  the  world  of 
Art.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the  former 
of  these  events  gave  a  great  impetus  to  the 
art  of  silver-working,  and  caused  an  increased 
demand  for  such  work,  as,  besides  the  costly  gifts  Constantine 
bestowed  upon  the  Roman  churches,  he  endowed  those  at 
Constantinople  even  more  magnificently.  No  sooner  had  the 
Emperor  embraced  Christianity  than  he  endeavoured  to  do 
honour  to  his  new  religion  by  making  her  churches  and  their 
contents  as  gorgeous  and  costly  as  possible  ;  and  his  zeal  must 
have  been  indeed  great,  for  in  a  very  few  years  Constantinople 
became  the  richest  city  in  the  world,  and  this  was  mainly  due 
to  the  service  of  the  Church. 

It  is  most  unfortunate  that  the  writers  who  chronicle  these 
riches  do  not  give  sufficient  particulars  concerning  them  to 
enable  us  to  form  an  idea  of  their  artistic  merit ;  but,  from  the 
fact  of  the  size  and  weight  of  the  various  objects  being  stated, 
we  may  conclude  tliat  intrinsic  value  was  more  considered  than 
beauty  of  form  or  delicacy  of  ornament.  The  works  then 
executed  were  probably  debased  copies  of  classical  examples, 
for  as  yet  little  progress  could  have  been  made  in  the  new 
art.  The  form,  as  being  more  difficult  to  invent,  we  may 
suppose  was  a  more  or  less  direct  imitation  of  the  older  style, 
while  the  detail  upon  it  the  Christian  artist  would  endeavour 
to  change,  and  so  make  his  work  more  consistent  with  its  fresh 
service. 

The  Temple  of  Santa  Sophia  was  the  place,  before  all  others, 
that  Constantine  delighted  to  enrich,  and  it  was  at  once  the 
most  magnificent  and  most  celebrated  of  all  the  churches. 
When  this  monarch  died  the  workers  in  the  precious  metals 
considered  themselves  so  indebted  to  him  for  the  favours  he  had 
lavished  upon  them,  that  they  encased  his  body  in  a  golden 
coffin. 

So  late  as  the  tenth  century  Constantinople  held  the  proud 
position  formerly  belonging  to  Rome,  and  from  her  came  the 
light  that  dispelled  the  darkness  over  the  west  of  Europe,  and 
if  the  form  of  Art  was  not  so  beautiful  as  that  emanating  from 
the  ancient  mistress  of  the  world,  it  was  at  least  a  vigorous 
style,  that  has  retained  its  influence  even  down  to  the  pre¬ 
sent  day. 

The  whole  secret  of  the  difference  between  this  and  the  pre¬ 
vious  style  lies  in  the  fact  that  whereas  the  Greeks  especially 
cultivated  beauty  and  purity  of  form,  the  Byzantine  artists  sought 
above  everything  beauty  and  richness  of  colour.  This  is  par¬ 
ticularly  observable  in  studying  the  gold  and  silver  work  belong¬ 
ing  to  these  periods.  In  the  great  eras  of  Art  these  metals  were 
used  in  their  native  state,  and  the  forms  into  which  they  were 
worked  were  so  beautiful  that  they  required  no  further  help  to 
make  them  perfect  works  of  Art.  But  this  did  not  satisfy  the 
more  gorgeous,  but  less  refined,  taste  of  the  Lower  Empire,  and 
these  artists  were  not  content  unless  their  metal-work  was 
resplendent  with  sparkling  effects.  This  luxurious  people  de¬ 
lighted  in  splendid  masses  of  colour,  which  they  often  obtained 
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in  their  work  by  precious  stones  grouped  together  without  any 
regard  to  design  but  the  effect  of  colour.  It  was  for  this  reason 
they  brought  enamelling  to  such  perfection.  The  rudiments  of 
the  art  they  doubtless  obtained  from  the  East,  where  the  enamel 
was  applied  to  the  metal  in  a  thin  layer  by  vitrification.  The 
Etruscans  also  fixed  it  to  their  jewellery  with  most  wonderful 
skill  in  the  same  way.  But  the  Byzantine  artists  were  the  first 
to  introduce  into  Europe  the  art  of  cloisoiine  enamel,  by  which 
process  each  colour  is  separated  from  the  other  by  a  thin  strip 
of  metal.  They  are  supposed  to  have  first  practised  this  art  in 
the  sixth  century,  and  with  them  the  different  processes  under¬ 
went  rapid  development,  and  soon  spread  towards  the  west. 
The  Byzantine  style  was  now  diffused  through  the  whole  of  the 
empire.  Its  influence  can  even  }’et  be  traced  in  some  of  the 


Shrine  of  St.  Godehard.  In  the  Treasury  of  Hildesheim. 


countries  of  Europe :  in  Russia,  for  instance,  the  ornamentation 
of  gold  and  silver  work  is  a  conclusive  proof  of  the  source  of 
their  whole  art,  and  most  plainly  shows  its  Eastern  origin  ; 
also  the  mosaics  of  Rome  and  Florence,  depending  merely  upon 
colour  for  their  effect.  The  Italians  were  taught  this  process 
of  ornamentation  by  artists  from  Constantinople,  for  at  this  time 
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no  great  work  was  undertaken  in  Italy  without  sending  to  tlie 
East  for  artists  to  execute  it.  The  celebrated  Pala  d’Oro,  in 
St.  Mark’s  at  Venice,  ordered  by  the  Doge  Orseolo  in  the  year 
976,  was  made  in  Constantinople.  IMuch  of  the  Art  of  the 
Persians  can  also  be  traced  to  the  same  source,  and  it  may  be 
that  through  them,  by  means  of  the  Mahommedans,  who 
acquired  so  many  of  their  forms  from  that  people,  the  wonder¬ 


ful  skill  of  the  natives  of  India  in  filigree  and  other  processes 
of  metal-work  cm  thus  be  connected  with  the  Greek  artists, 
and  by  these  means  the  ancient  traditions  may  have  come 
down  to  them.  There  is  but  little  to  record  of  the  silver¬ 
smith’s  art  during  these  early  days  :  the  continual  wars  that 
devastated  Europe  from  the  fifth  to  the  eighth  century  greatly 
retarded  its  cultivation.  At  the  end  of  the  eighth  century. 


Shrine  of  St.  Godehard.  In  the  Treasury  of  Hildesheim. 


however,  the  powerful  reign  of  Charlemagne  gave  to  Europe  a 
time  of  comparative  rest,  and  greater  encouragement  could  be 
bestowed  on  the  art  of  the  silversmith.  One  of  the  finest  ex¬ 
amples  of  this  period  is  the  altar  frontal  in  the  church  of  St. 
Ambrose  at  Milan.  It  belongs  to  the  beginning  of  the  ninth 
century. 

From  all  evidence  it  is  now  possible  to  collect,  we  must  come 


to  the  conclusion  that  the  work  of  this  period  was  not  of  any  great 
artistic  merit.  An  object  was  valued  according  to  the  number 
and  costliness  of  the  gems  with  which  it  was  loaded  ;  even 
large  uncut  stones  were  very  generally  employed.  A  rude 
grandeur  is  all  the  praise  that  can  be  given  to  the  produc¬ 
tions  of  these  centuries.  Romanesque  is  the  term  applied  to 
the  Art  of  the  eleventh  and  twelfth  centuries,  that  transitional 


Shrine  of  Charlemagne.  In  the  Treasury  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 


period  which  may  be  said  to  connect  ancient  Art  with  the  Gothic 
style.  Now  was  commenced  that  movement  which  afterwards 
developed  the  beautiful  forms  of  the  thirteenth  and  fourteenth 
centuries.  New  shapes  were  created,  and  Art  was  gradually 
moulded  into  that  severe  style,  so  pre-eminently  ecclesiastical, 
which  retained  its  hold  upon  the  people  until  the  era  of  the 
Graeco-Roman  style  four  hundred  years  later.  It  was  in  Ger¬ 
many  that  the  most  important  works  were  now  originated.  At 


the  end  of  the  tenth  century  a  great  impetus  was  given  to 
artistic  workmanship  in  this  land  by  the  Emperor  Otho  III. 
connecting  his  country  w’ith  the  Byzantine  court,  through  his 
marriage  with  the  Greek  Princess  Theophania ;  and,  as  she 
w'as  a  great  admirer  of  the  arts,  a  large  number  of  Greek 
artists  were  attracted  to  her  new  home,  and  the  style  of  all  the 
metal-w'ork  produced  in  the  country  was  much  changed  through 
their  instrumentality. 
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The  German  silversmiths  of  the  twelfth  century  produced  a 
multiplicity  of  shrines.  These  specimens  are,  in  fact,  the 
characteristic  objects  of  the  age;  they  probably  sprang  up  in 
such  numbers  from  the  quantity  of  relics  brought  home  by  the 
Crusaders,  when  the  want  was  naturally  felt  for  a  receptacle 
worthy  of  such  holy  treasures.  The  shrine  was  almost  always 
made  in  the  form  of  a  coffer,  the  framework  being  wood,  with  a 
sloping  or  gabled  top,  overlaid  with  thin  plates  of  silver  or  gold, 
all  of  which  were  either  ornamented  with  re;potisse  work  or  covered 
with  precious  stones  and  plaques  of  enamel.  The  sides  gene¬ 
rally  consist  of  a  series  of  arches,  within  which  are  placed 
statuettes.  The  figures  are  executed  by  rejyoiisse  in  rather 
high  relief,  the  head  being  often  quite  detached  from  the  ground. 
There  is  a  certain  solemn  grandeur  in  the  pose  of  these  figures, 
but  all  the  beauty  with  which  a  Greek  artist  would  have  endowed 
such  work  is  now  lost. 

The  shrine  of  St.  Godehard,  at  Hildesheim,  illustrates  the 
type  in  vogue  during  the  early  part  of  the  twelfth  century.  It 
was  probably  completed  in  the  year  1131.  In  the  enlarged  view 
of  one  of  the  ends  the  detail  upon  it  is  clearly  defined.  We 
also  give  illustrations  of  the  shrine  containing  the  remains  of 
the  Emperor  Charlemagne.  There  are  eight  arches  on  either 
side  of  the  shrine,  and  in  each  of  these  is  a  figure  representing 
a  German  emperor,  the  relief  given  to  the  statuettes  being  very 
high.  The  ground  between  the  pillars  from  which  the  arches 
spring,  and  which  are  decorated  by  enamel,  is  covered  with  a 
slightly  raised  diaper;  on  the  cover  are  represented  in  bas- 
relief  different  scenes  from  the  life  of  the  great  Emperor.  The 
ends  of  the  shrine  are  adorned  with  sitting  figures  of  the  Queen 
of  Heaven,  of  Charlemagne,  and  of  Leo  III.,  who  consecrated  the 
cathedral  in  804.  The  various  borders  are  ornamented  by  alter- 
nate  plaques  of  enamel  and  filigree  work. 

This  period  in  the  history  of  the  silversmith’s  art  cannot  be 
closed  without  mention  of  that  remarkable  monastic  artist, 
Theophilus,  who  deserves  to  rank  high  amongst  the  Art  work¬ 
men  of  old  for  his  wonderful  treatise  known  as  the  “  Diversarum 
Artium  Schedula.”  Six  of  his  manuscripts  are  extant,  and  in 
sixty-nine  chapters  he  deals  with  the  art  of  the  silversmith. 
Unfortunately  he  has  affixed  no  date  to  his  learned  essay,  and 
there  has  been  much  dispute  as  to  the  age  in  which  he  lived, 
but  it  would  seem  to  have  been  about  the  middle  of  the  twelfth 
century.  He  commences  his  chapter  on  the  working  of  the 
precious  metals  by  mentioning  the  different  tools  that  were 
required,  and  then  goes  on  to  minutely  describe  the  various 
processes  that  it  was  then  necessary  for  an  artistic  metal-worker 


to  be  skilled  in,  the  requirements  being  so  varied  that  there  are 
but  few  in  our  days  who  could  fulfil  them.  We  see  from  the 
standard  held  up  by  this  author  artist — who,  from  the  way  in 
which  he  treats  the  different  subjects,  must  have  been  himself 
able  to  produce  work  in  the  various  processes  he  describes — that 


Shrme  of  Charlemagtte.  In  the  Treasury  of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 


by  the  end  of  the  twelfth  century  the  silversmiths  had  mastered 
nearly  every  difficulty  of  their  beautiful  art.  It  is,  therefore,  all 
the  more  disappointing  that  so  few  specimens  of  this  period 
have  descended  to  posterity,  most  of  the  examples  still  extant 
being  of  German  origin,  and  consisting  of  either  shrines  or 
reliquaries.  W.  H.  Singer. 


FORGOTTEN  GEMS  OF  THE  RENAISSANCE. 


IT  is  no  doubt  the  fate  of  some  buildings  to  sink  into  oblivion 
in  their  old  age,  yet  we  never  pass  the  Badia,  or  Abbey 
Church,  of  Florence  without  a  pang  that  it  should  be  so  utterly 
forgotten.  The  people  push  and  jostle  along  on  their  various 
errands,  and  give  no  heed  to  the  unpretending  edifice  which  was 
so  important  in  its  day ;  and  even  the  tourists  who  pay  their  visits 
to  the  Bargello  opposite  forget  the  church  on  the  other  side  of  the 
way.  Perhaps  it  is  because  they  do  not  see  in  the  windows  of 
the  shops  any  photographs  of  the  beautiful  monuments  which 
the  Badia  holds  so  jealously  in  her  keeping ;  perhaps  because 
the  facade  is  so  unobtrusive,  that  they  class  the  church  among 
those  of  minor  importance,  of  which  Florence  is  so  full. 

Be  that  as  it  may,  the  Badia  is  worth  remembering  and  recall¬ 
ing  to  the  public  mind,  if  only  for  the  exquisite  Renaissance 
work  upon  her  monuments.  -  The  prior  and  the  vicario,  who 
still  live  within  the  precincts,  have  hitherto  made  the  conditions 
of  photographing  these  noble  tombs  so  stringent  that  until  this 
past  summer  it  was  impossible  to  obtain  any  picture  of  them. 
But  a  distinguished  and  enterprising  photographer  accepted 
these  conditions,  much  to  the  amazement  of  the  vicario,  and 


before  he  could  recover  from  his  astonishment  the  necessary 
arrangements  had  been  made,  the  negatives  secured,  and  the 
pictures  given  to  the  public. 

The  Badia  was  the  first  of  the  seven  religious  houses,  in  expia¬ 
tion  of  the  seven  deadly  sins,  which  Ugo  of  Brandenburg  was 
so  long  supposed  to  have  founded,  and  the  legend  runs  thus. 
Ugo  was  hunting  one  day  in  Germany  when  he  lost  his  way  in 
a  forest,  and  had  a  vision  of  demons  tormenting  human  souls, 
who  threatened  him  with  the  like  punishment  if  he  did  not 
amend  his  evil  ways.  On  his  return  to  Florence  he  sold  his 
estates  in  Germany,  and  devoted  the  money  to  the  foundation 
of  the  seven  religious  houses.  His  death  and  piety  are  com¬ 
memorated  oil  St.  Thomas’s  Day,  the  21st  of  December,  when 
it  used  to  be  the  custom,  until  quite  a  late  period,  for  a  young 
Florentine  noble  to  make  a  speech  in  his  praise  during  the 
celebration  of  mass.  Dante  makes  an  allusion  to  this  custom 
in  his  “  Paradiso,”  when  he  says — 

“  Ciascun  die  della  bella  insegna  porta 
Del  gan  Barone,  U  cui  nome  e’l  cui  pregio 
La  festa  di  Tomaso  riconforta.” 
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“  Kach  one  that  bears  the  beautiful  escutcheon 
Of  the  great  Baron,  whose  renown  and  name 
The  festival  of  Thomas  keepeth  fresh.” 

Longfellow’s  Tia^nlatijn, 

Notwithstanding  the  legend  and  the  old  custom,  Countess 
Willa,  the  mother  of  Ugo,  is  believed  by  learned  antiquaries  to  | 
have  been  really  the  foundress  of  the  Badia.  She  bestowed 
several  towns,  houses,  and  lands  on  the  abbey,  which  she  pre-  [ 


sented  to  the  Black  Benedictines.  The  ceremony  of  installation 
must  have  been  a  curious  one,  if  the  descriptions  of  the  time 
are  correct.  First  Willa  offered  a  knife  to  the  abbot,  as  a  sign 
that  he  could  curtail  and  dispose  of  the  property  as  he  might 
judge  best;  then  she  presented  him  with  the  pastoral  staff  of 
authority  ;  next  a  branch  of  a  tree  w'as  handed  to  him,  to  indi¬ 
cate  that  he  was  lord  of  the  soil ;  fourthly,  she  gave  him  a 
glove,  the  usual  symbol  of  investiture;  and  lastly,  she  was 


chased  from  the  building,  in  token  of  her  having  no  further 
right  there.  Tier  son  Ugo  still  further  enriched  the  abbey  by 
grants  of  the  Gastello  di  Vico,  with  two  hundred  houses,  and 
the  town  of  Bibliena,  in  the  Casentino,  where  the  famous  Car¬ 
dinal  Bibliena  was  born  somewhere  in  the  fourteenth  century. 
The  abbey  stood  among  gardens,  and  the  ^ha  della  Vigna 
Vecchia,  which  bounds  the  southern  side  of  the  Bargello,  marks 
the  vineyard  of  the  monastery.  The  first  occupants  were  monks 


from  the  abbey  of  Cluny,  in  France,  but  it  was  afterw'ards  given 
CO  the  Benedictines  of  hlonte  Cassino. 

The  foundation  stone  of  the  abbey  was  laid  A.u.  993.  The 
principal  families  of  Florence  had  their  burial-place  within  the 
cloisters  of  the  Badia,  and  were  on  intimate  terms  with  the 
friars. 

The  interior  of  the  church  is  now  decorated  in  the  taste  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  when  it  was  more  or  less  rebuilt  on 
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account  of  damages  by  fire.  It  is  in  the  shape  of  a  Greek 
cross,  and  the  ceiling  is  divided  into  cassetones,  and  gilt.  The 
tribune  and  a  chapel  in  the  transept  to  the  left  of  the  entrance 
(Florentine  churches  seldom  stand  east  and  west)  were  originally 
painted  by  Giotto,  and  were  among  his  first  successful  produc¬ 
tions  ;  the  high  altar  was  also  adorned  by  one  of  his  pictures, 
but  these  have  long  since  disappeared. 


The  tomb,  or  rather  the  monument,  of  Count  Ugo  of  Branden¬ 
burg  occupies  one  side  of  the  Badia  (Fig.  i),  and  is  the  work  of 
Mino  da  Giovanni  (called  da  Fiesole).  It  is  in  his  best  style, 
and  its  architectural  feature  is  like  those  of  the  finest  Tuscan 
tombs,  an  arched  recess,  within  which  is  the  monumental  figure. 
The  statue  lies  upon  a  sarcophagus,  a  charming  Madonna  and 
Child  are  in  relief  in  the  lunette,  below  which  is  a  figure  of 


Charity ;  flying  angels  hold  tablets,  while  two  ;putti  support 
shields  ;  and  an  architrave  sculptured  in  festoons,  and  shells  in 
low  relief,  form  its  chief  sculptured  features. 

Mino  da  Giovanni,  or  da  Fiesole  (though  born  at  Poppi,  a 
small  town  in  the  Casentino),  was  the  intimate  friend  of  Desi- 
derio  de  Seltignano.  His  works  are  easily  recognised,  for  in 
spite  of  their  w'inning  grace  and  charm,  and  their  extreme 
refinement  and  delicacy  of  feeling,  there  is  a  sameness  about 
1880. 


them  which,  after  a  time,  palls  upon  the  taste.  He  died  in 
i486,  from  the  effects  of  a  strain  got  in  trying  to  move  some 
heavy  marbles  without  sufficient  assistance,  and  is  supposed  to- 
be  buried  at  Fiesole. 

Another  monument  by  the  same  hand  is  that  of  Bernardo 
Giugni  (on  the  other  side  of  the  church),  v/ho  died  in  1466.  The 
Giugni  family  had  their  houses  very  near  to  the  Badia,  in  the 
Via  Condotta.  They  belonged  to  the  Guelphic  party,  and  fifty 
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of  the  family  sat  among  the  Priors  of  tlie  Republic,  from  1291  to 
1529,  while  eighteen  were  Gonfaloniers.  Among  the  latter  was 
Bernardo,  who  was  famous  for  his  prudence,  and  in  consequence 
was  often  called  upon  to  appease  the  people  in  times  of  rebellion. 
He  was  also  sent  on  various  delicate  missions  abroad,  and  his 
funeral  was  conducted  at  public  e.xpense. 

His  monument  (Fig.  2)  is  similar  in  arrangement  to  that  of 
Count  Ugo,  but  earlier  perhaps  in  date,  stiffer,  and  less  orna¬ 
mented.  A  figure  of  Justice,  severe  in  outline,  though  refined 
and  tender  in  conception  and  workmanshii>,  replaces  the  Charity. 
There  is  also  in  another  part  of  this  church  a  marble  altar- 
piece,  of  which  more  later  on,  by  Benedetto  da  IMajano,  in  bas- 
relief,  upon  which  arc  the  Madonna  and  Child,  with  San  Lorenzo 
and  San  Lionardo. 

To  the  right  of  this  bas-relief  by  Benedetto  da  Majano  is  a 
marble  sarcophagus  by  Benedetto  da  Rovezzano  (Fig.  3),  in 
memory  of  Gianozzo  Pandolfini.  It  rests  on  dolphins,  and  is 
enclosed  in  a  low  arch,  with  e.xquisitely  carved  fruits,  pomegra¬ 


nates,  and  corn  in  fiat  relief.  The  commission  was  given  to 
him  by  one  of  the  Pandolfini  family,  and  the  crest  of  the  house 
(dolphins)  is  to  be  seen  everywhere. 

There  is  a  beautiful  Della  Robbia  lunette  of  Virgin  and  Child, 
with  two  adoring  angels,  in  the  tympanum  of  the  outside  door¬ 
way  (Fig.  4),  which  was  also  carved  by  Rovezzano.  Benedetto 
di  Bartolommeo  Guarlotti,  known  as  Rovezzano,  was  born  at  the 
town  of  that  name,  near  Florence,  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
fifteenth  century.  He  was  especially  distinguished  as  a  sculptor 
of  ornament,  which  he  designed  with  a  peculiar  sense  of  fitness  ; 
and  also  for  his  skill  in  working  out  small  figures  and  decora¬ 
tive  emblems  in  his  bas-reliefs  so  nearly  in  the  round  that,  by 
their  contrast  with  the  graduated  relief  of  the  other  portions, 
they  produced  a  new  and  striking  effect.  He  went  to  England  in 
1524,  where  he  began  the  tomb  of  Cardinal  Wolsey,  in  which, 
however,  the  prelate’s  bones  never  rested,  but  Nelson’s  remains 
eventually  reposed.  After  Rovezzano  returned  to  Italy  he  had 
the  misfortune  to  become  blind,  but  fortunately  had  amassed 
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enough  of  a  fortune  to  allow  him  comfort  for  the  rest  of  his  life. 
He  also  designed  the  Altoviti  tomb  in  the  tiny  church  of  the 
Apostoli,  which  Brunelleschi  admired  so  much  that  he  made  it 
the  model,  on  a  small  scale,  for  his  churches  of  San  I.orenzo 
and  the  Santo  Spirito. 

Near  the  Pandolfini  sarcophagus  is  the  marble  altar-piece 
before  mentioned,  containing  reliefs  by  Benedetto  da  Majano, 
1442—1497.  His  earliest  works  were  wooden  mosaics,  and  he 
was  for  some  time  employed  by  Matthias  Corvinus,  King  of 
Hungary.  He  and  his  brothers  together  executed  the  ‘  Madonna 
dell  Ulivo  ’  in  terra-cotta,  and  a  ‘  Pieta  ’  in  bas-relief,  which 
stand  at  a  wayside  shrine  a  mile  outside  the  gate  of  Prato, 
towards  Florence.  We  have  only  to  compare  the  relief  of  the 
brothers  with  the  Madonna  of  Benedetto  to  see  his  superiority. 
His  greatest  work  as  an  architect  was  the  Palazzo  Strozzi, 
which  he  did  not  live  to  finish.  In  1490  h^'  made  the  busts  of 
Giotto  and  Squarcilusso  in  the  Duomo  at  F'lorence.  But  the 
chef-d' cvnvre  of  M.ajano,  and  one  of  the  finest  works  of  the 


fifteenth  century,  is  the  monument  to  Filippo  Strozzi,  in  the 
Santa  Maria  Novella.  The  beautiful  marble  pulpit  at  Santa 
Croce  is  very  fine,  and  was  also  done  by  him.  He  supported  it 
against  a  column,  through  which  he  carried  the  staircase  :  the 
reliefs  represent  scenes  from  the  life  of  St.  F'rancis.  This  par¬ 
ticular  altar-piece  in  the  Badia  is  divided  into  three  compart¬ 
ments.  In  the  centre  are  the  Aladonna  and  Child,  with  St.  Law¬ 
rence,  in  his  deacon’s  dress,  on  the  right,  the  palm-branch  in 
one  hand,  a  clasped  book  in  the  other,  with  the  gridiron  in  the 
niche  behind  him  ;  St.  Leonard  is  on  the  left,  also  in  deacon’s 
dress,  but  with  chains  in  his  hands,  symbolic  of  his  being  the 
liberator  of  captives. 

When  Benedetto  da  Majano  died  he  left  his  property  in  trust 
to  be  divided  between  his  male  and  female  descendants,  which 
failing,  it  was  to  revert  to  the  Company  of  the  Bigallo,  as  it 
eventually  did.  The  company  thus  became  possessed  of  an 
unfinished  group  of  the  Madonna  and  Cliild,  and  of  a  small 
statue  of  St.  Sebastian,  both  of  which  they  caused  to  be  finished 
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and  presented  to  the  Misericordia  (at  that  time  a  separate 
corporation),  in  whose  cliapel  they  may  still  be  seen.  Tuscany 
has  produced  few  sculptors  so  graceful  and  pleasing  as  Bene¬ 
detto,  whose  sentiment,  though  not  profound,  was  always  true 
and  unaffected,  and  whose  style  was  exempt  from  mannerism. 

In  one  of  the  chapels  near  the  Ugo  monument  is  the  famous 
picture  by  Filippino  Lippi,  1412 — 1469,  representing  the  Virgin 
appearing  to  St.  Bernard,  which  was  painted  for  the  church  of 
the  Campora,  outside  the  Porta  Romano,  and  which  was  re¬ 
moved  to  the  Badia  for  safety  during  the  siege  of  Florence,  1529. 

The  Badia  also  contains  a  beautiful  little  cloister,  composed 
of  a  double  row  of  Ionic  columns,  one  above  the  other.  In  the 
upper  gallery  is  a  monument  to  Francesco  Valori,  who  belonged 
to  an  old  patrician  family  of  Florence.  Fie  was  the  man  who, 
in  1492,  resisted  Piero  de’  Medici,  the  son  of  the  first  Cosimo, 
when  he  aspired  to  supreme  power,  and  who  on  that  occasion 


was  carried  through  the  city  on  the  shoulders  of  the  citizens. 
Fie  was  afterwards  murdered  by  the  relations  of  Bernardo  del 
Nero  and  his  accomplices,  whom  Valori  had  condemned  to 
death  for  a  conspiracy  to  restore  Piero  de’  Medici  to  power. 

Around  the  cloisters  are  frescoes,  chiefly  by  Niccolo  di 
Foligno,  or  I’Alunno,  representing  incidents  in  the  life  of  St. 
Benedict.  I'hc  finest  of  these  paintings,  ‘  St.  Benedict  rolling 
among  thorns,’  is  the  work  of  Bronzino,  and  has  been  much 
damaged  by  an  attempt  to  remove  it  from  the  wall. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  Badia  was  given  by  the 
Countess  Willa  to  the  Black  Benedictines.  On  the  5th  of  April 
last  there  was  a  grand  celebration  in  this  ancient  church  to  com¬ 
memorate  the  fourteen  hundredth  anniversary  of  St.  Benedict, 
the  founder,  the  patriarch,  the  first  abbot  of  that  great  order  of 
the  Benedictines,  and  the  patron  saint  of  the  Badia.  He  was  of 
noble  birth,  and  was  born  at  Norcia,  in  the  duchy  of  Spoleto,  in 


Fig.  4. 


A.D.  480.  He  studied  at  Rome,  but  soon  wearied  of  the  pro¬ 
fligacy  of  those  about  him,  and  desiring  to  live  in  solitude  like 
St.  Jerome  and  St.  Augustine,  he  ran  away  and  became  a 
hermit.  His  nurse,  who  loved  him  dearly,  followed  him  in 
his  retirement,  and  did  what  she  could  for  his  comfort.  But 
he,  thinking  her  a  drawback  to  perfect  holiness,  fled  from  her  to 
Subiaco,  a  wilderness  between  forty  and  fifty  miles  from  Rome. 
Here  he  lived  for  three  years  entirely  unknown,  except  to 
Romano,  another  hermit,  who  saw  him  one  day  entirely  by  acci¬ 
dent,  and  who  shared  with  him  afterwards  his  frugal  meals  of 
bread  and  water.  The  food  was  passed  down  to  him  by  means 
of  a  rope,  to  which  was  attached  a  bell,  which  warned  Benedetto 
of  its  descent.  In  this  dismal  cave  of  Subiaco  he  was  greatly 
tempted  by  the  recollections  of  the  world  he  had  left,  and  espe¬ 
cially  at  one  time  by  the  remembrance  of  a  beautiful  woman  he 
had  seen  in  Rome,  when,  to  overcome  his  great  desire  to  return 
to  her,  he  flung  himself  into  a  thicket  of  briers  and  thorns,  and 
rolled  himself  until  he  was  torn  and  bleeding.  At  the  monas¬ 


tery  of  Subiaco  they  still  show  roses  said  to  have  sprung  from 
these  briers.  The  fame  of  his  sanctity  at  last  spread  far  and 
wide,  and  great  crowds  came  to  him,  who  begged  his  prayers 
and  his  aid  in  healing  their  diseases,  and  a  company  of  hermits 
near  by  requested  that  he  would  be  their  head.  But  when  they 
saw  the  severity  of  his  life  they  attempted  to  poison  him. 
When  he  made  the  sign  of  the  cross  before  the  poisoned  cup 
it  fell  to  the  ground  in  fragments.  He  then  returned  to  his 
cave,  and  again  lived  in  solitude.  But  so  many  hermits  came  to 
Subiaco,  and  lived  in  huts  and  caves,  that  at  last,  for  the  sake 
of  order,  Benedict  commanded  them  to  build  twelve  monas¬ 
teries,  in  each  of  Avhich  he  placed  twelve  monks.  Two  senators 
from  Rome  brought  him  their  sons,  Maurus  and  Placidus,  to 
be  educated  as  Christians.  These  boys  were  but  children  of 
twelve  and  five  years,  and  were  placed  especially  under  the 
charge  of  Benedict.  A  priest  named  Florentius,  jealous  of 
Benedict's  popularity,  tried  to  blacken  his  character  and  to 
poison  him  with  a  loaf  of  bread.  But  these  plans  failed  also. 
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and  at  last  lie  brought  seven  young  women  into  one  of  these 
monasteries  to  try  the  chastity  of  the  monks.  Then  Benedict 
fled  from  Subiaco,  and  immediately  after  Florentius  was  crushed 
to  death  in  his  own  house  by  a  falling  gallery.  Benedict 
was  saintly  enough  to  weep  at  his  untimely  fate,  and  imposed 
a  penance  on  Maurus  because  he  rejoiced  over  it.  At  the 
top  of  Monte  Cassino  there  still  existed  at  that  time  a  Temple 
of  Apollo.  Here  Benedict  went,  and  by  his  miracles  and 
preaching  converted  the  idolaters,  so  that  they  broke  the  statue 
and  altar,  and  burnt  the  grove.  Two  chapels  were  built  there 
instead,  one  of  which  was  dedicated  to  St.  John  the  Baptist, 
and  the  other  to  St.  Martin  of  Tours.  On  the  summit  of  the 
mountain  Benedict  founded  the  monastery  which  has  always 
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been  regarded  as  the  parent  of  all  others  of  the  Benedictine 
order.  From  here  he  promulgated  the  rules  of  the  order. 
His  sister  Scholastica  followed  him  to  Monte  Cassino,  and  he 
visited  her  once  a  year  during  the  last  years  of  his  life.  She 
was  abbess  of  a  nunnery  placed  at  a  decent  distance  from 
lier  brother’s  home.  In  540  Totila,  King  of  the  Goths,  went  to 
visit  St.  Benedict.  Wishing  to  put  his  power  of  detecting 
deceit  to  the  test,  Totila  dressed  up  one  of  his  knights  in  his 
ow'n  clothes,  and  watched  from  some  very  inconspicuous  post. 
But  St.  Benedict  instantly  reproached  the  knight  for  trying  to 
deceive  him;  then  going  directly  to  Totilr,  he  upbraided  him 
for  his  cruelties,  told  him  that  he  had  not  long  to  live,  and 


entreated  him  to  repent  before  it  would  be  too  late.  It  was 
thought  after  this  the  Goth  was  less  ferocious.  Before  the  saint’s 
death  monasteries  of  his  order  were  instituted  in  all  parts  of 
Europe.  At  last  he  was  seized  with  a  fever,  and  on  the  sixth 
day  he  ordered  his  grave  to  be  dug,  and  after  standing  upon 
the  edge  of  it,  supported  by  his  disciples,  in  silent  contempla¬ 
tion,  he  w’as  carried  to  the  altar  of  the  church,  and  while  re¬ 
ceiving  the  last  sacrament  he  died  there,  March  21st,  A.D.  540. 
The  ceremony  at  the  Badia  on  the  5th  of  April  was  a  fine  one, 
and  the  beautiful  silver  candlesticks  and  sacramental  plate  for 
which  the  old  abbey  of  Florence  is  justly  renowned  were  all  dis¬ 
played  upon  the  high  altar. 

The  Renaissance,  or  new  birth  of  Greek  Art  and  refinement 
in  painting,  sculpture,  and  literature,  had  been  preparing 
through  the  Middle  Ages,  and  Italy  was  the  first  country 
in  which  it  show'ed  its  results.  It  did  not  burst  upon  the 
w'orld  suddenly,  but,  like  all  beautiful  changes,  it  grew 
slowly,  but  surely.  Italy,  of  all  the  other  European  countries, 
w'as  the  earliest  to  give  attention  to  this  new  state  of  things, 
because  she  had  all  the  needful  elements  for  fostering  and 
culturing  Art.  She  had  a  definite  language,  regular  laws, 
and  comparative  peace,  during  which  she  could  give  time 
and  thought  to  this  new  culture.  It  bloomed  like  a  lovely 
flower  in  a  thicket  of  thorns  ;  it  flourished  side  by  side  with, 
and  in  the  midst  of,  rapine  and  barbarity,  fierceness  and 
treachery;  and  the  same  hand  which,  perhaps,  had  just 
taken  his  rival’s  life  to  gain  possession  of  his  inheritance, 
rewarded  generously  the  maker  and  caster  of  some  fresh 
piece  of  delicate  filigree,  or  some  new  thought  chiselled  in 
marble — perhaps  on  the  same  principle  that  causes  brute 
force  to  show  tenderness  to  a  little  child,  or  carefully  nurses 
a  delicate  w'ife.  Certainly  these  two  phases  of  human  nature 
existed  side  by  side,  and  form  a  marvellous  feature  in  the 
history  of  the  Renaissance  :  for  while  there  were  Sporzas  in 
Milan,  Este  in  Ferrara,  and  Medici  in  Florence,  showing 
the  strong  hand  and  murdering  their  rivals  ruthlessly,  there 
were  Fra  Angelico,  Raphael,  Michael  Angelo,  the  Bellinis, 
the  inscrutable  Da  Vinci,  Lucca  della  Robbia,  and  a  host 
of  others  who  were  amply  encouraged  and  abundantly 
rewarded. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  Medici  are  blessed  for  their  en¬ 
couragement  of  Art.  Their  appreciation  was  most  catholic. 
They  recognised  beauty  wherever  they  saw  it — not  only  in 
pictures  or  in  statues,  but  even  in  the  simplest  forms  of 
household  decoration.  Witness  Lorenzo  de’  Medici’s  delight 
in  the  iron  lanterns  and  torch-holders  of  Niccolo  Grossi, 
nicknamed  Caparra,  on  the  Strozzi  Palace.  (He  was  thus 
nicknamed  by  Lorenzo,  because  he  always  insisted  on  being 
paid  a  part  of  his  price,  or  earnest-money— r«j5a;7-a--be- 
forehand.)  Lanterns  and  torch-holders  were  a  distinguish¬ 
ing  mark  of  the  houses  of  noble  Florentines,  and  their  use 
was  also  allowed  to  citizens  who  had  done  the  State  great 
service.  This  custom,  which  caused  the  art  of  working  in 
iron  to  be  brought  to  great  perfection  in  Tuscany,  accounts 
for  the  beauty  and  high  finish  of  lanterns,  sockets,  and 
knockers. 

The  street  at  the  corner  of  the  Strozzi  Palace  leads  directly 
to  the  old  market,  one  of  the  most  picturesque  and  charm¬ 
ing  bits  of  colour  in  Florence,  where  there  is  still  anothei 
interesting  gem  of  the  Renaissance.  At  the  coiner  of  the 
Vecchietti  Palace  (where  once  stood  the  pulpit  from  which 
Pietro  Martire  preached  when  he  was  supposed  to  exorcise 
the  fiend,  who  galloped  past  in  the  shape  of  a  black  horse) 
hangs  the  bronze  figure  of  the  devil,  cast  by  Gian  of  Bologna. 
Now  an  old  woman  sells  vegetables  below  this  figure  (Fig.  5)? 
and  w’hen  we  went  to  look  at  him  one  day,  she  looked  up 
and  said,  “  Yes,  there  he  is,  just  as  full  of  his  tricks  as  ever.” 
In  truth,  he  is  a  very  charming  little  devil,  and  makes  one 
think  of  Heine’s  poem  beginning— 

“  Icli  rief  den  teufel  und  er  kara 

Er  ist  ein  sclioner  charmanter  maim. 
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OVID,  TURNER,  AND  GOLDING. 


HE  processes  of  imagination  are  intricate  and 
difficult  to  trace,  and  in  the  case  of  a  powerful 
but  uncultivated  mind  like  that  of  Turner,  which 
loved  mystification  for  its  own  sake,  and  was 
studious  to  conceal  both  his  secrets  and  his 
ignorance,  it  is  not  easy  to  get  on  the  right 
scent.  The  trained  habit  of  concealment,  the 
sublimity  of  his  compositions,  and  his  power  of  constructing 
the  most  harmonious  pictures  out  of  a  variety  of  heteroge¬ 
neous  impressions  cast  a  mystery  over  his  work  which  has 
been  thought  by  many  to  conceal  the  widest  reading  and 
the  profoundest  thought.  Not  even  the  manifest  want  of 
education  which  his  correspondence  betrays,  nor  the  confu¬ 
sion  of  mind  so  palpable  in  his  attempts  at  poetry,  has  been 
sufficient  to  dispel  this  illusion.  Credited  with  the  sublimest 
philosophy  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  widest  range  of  human 
sympathy  on  the  other,  with  the  habit  of  profound  contem¬ 
plation  on  the  laws  of  Moses  and  the  most  complete  com¬ 
prehension  of  the  spirit  of  classical  mythology,  he  has  been 
posed  before  the  English  reader  not  only  as  a  Turner  in 
Art,  but  a  Shakspere  in  mind.  In  no  iconoclastic  spirit,  but 
with  a  sincere  admiration  for  the  mighty  genius  of  the  artist, 
and  a  desire  to  understand  it  as  thoroughly  as  I  might,  I 
have  e.xamined  his  works  and  his  life,  and  have  tried  to 
arrive  at  the  genesis  of  some  of  those  pictures  in  which  his 
mental,  as  apart  from  his  artistic  faculties,  have  been  most 
employed.  The  results  have  been  partly  shown  in  another 
place,  and  one  of  these  (the  only  one  with  which  I  propose  to 
deal  here)  is  to  show  that  the  principal  source  of  the  pictures  of 
the  class  above  alluded  to  is  to  be  found  not  in  many,  but  in 
one  book. 

While  thus  employed  I  read  a  translation  of  this  book, 
Ovid’s  Metamorphoses,  which  by  the  side  of  all  other  trans¬ 
lations  seemed  like  the  pictures  of  Turner  compared  with 
those  of  other  masters  of  landscape.  Full  of  light  and  colour, 
with  a  vocabulary  of  almost  unexampled  richness,  written  in 
a  metre  which  in  the  poet’s  hands  was  capable  of  striking 
any  chord  from  the  sweetness  of  love  to  the  bitterness  of  rage, 
from  the  lightness  of  joy  to  the  night  of  death,  now  flexible, 
now  rigid,  delicate  and  nervous  as  occasion  called,  Golding’s 
verses  recalled  Turner’s  pictures  of  the  same  scenes  with  such 
vividness  and  similarity  of  touch  and  feeling,  that  it  was  diffi¬ 
cult  to  believe  the  artist  had  not  been  inspired  by  the  poet. 

It  is,  however,  very  doubtful  whether  Turner  ever  saw 
Golding’s  translation  of  the  Metamorphoses  ;  the  quotations 
Turner  gave  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Royal  Academy  are  taken 
from  the  version,  by  different  hands  (including  Dryden  and 
Addison),  which  goes  by  the  name  of  its  editor.  Garth.  But 
whether  he  did  or  not,  if  we  seek  for  an  English  rendering  of 
the  passages  of  the  Latin  poet  which  furnished  the  motives 
for  his  splendid  and  vigorous  designs,  it  is  in  Golding’s 
alone  that  we  shall  find  words  and  rhythm  that  at  all  worthily 
respond  to  the  vibrations  of  Turner’s  glorious  imagination. 
If  he  never  saw  Golding’s  book,  that  fact,  if  established,  would 
go  farther  than  any  other  to  prove  that  he  had  sufficient  know¬ 
ledge  of  Latin  to  draw  inspiration  direct  from  Ovid  himself. 
The  translation,  if  we  may  use  the  expression  in  regard  to 
painted  poems,  of  Ovid  into  Turner,  or  Golding  into  Turner,  is 
easy  to  credit,  but  the  translation  of  Garth  or  Dryden  or 
Sandys  into  Turner  seems  impossible. 

To  trace  the  mental  affinities  between  two  men  of  genius, 
and  to  introduce  to  the  notice  of  the  modem  reader  a  poet  who 
does  not  deserve  to  remain  in  his  present  oblivion,  are  both 
pleasant  employments,  and  I  shall  therefore  use  Golding’s 
version  in  illustration  of  Turner’s  pictures,  although  it  may  not 
have  been  that  which  the  artist  used. 

Though  the  love  of  Turner  for  poetry  is  beyond  all  question,  it  is 
probable  that  he  was  led  to  read  Ovid  rather  from  the  desire  to  get 
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up  the  stock  subjects  of  pictures  in  vogue  in  his  day  than  from 
his  love  of  poetry.  His  imperfect  education  would  have  made 
the  study  of  Ovid  in  the  original  a  task  of  difficulty,  and  his 
desire  for  poetical  reading  would  have  been  much  more  easily 
satisfied  by  original  English  verse.  But,  as  I  have  elsewhere 
pointed  out,  in  choosing  subjects  for  his  pictures  as  in  other 
things,  he  followed  rather  than  led  the  public  taste.  He  was 
no  firebrand  like  Haydon ;  he  was  full  of  confidence,  indeed, 
but  not  conceited ;  ambitious,  yet  cautious ;  determined  to 
prove  his  power  by  showing  he  could  do  well  what  others  did 
badly,  or  at  best  tolerably,  rather  than  by  striking  out  a  line  for 
himself ;  at  once  the  most  original  and  conservative  of  painters. 
Of  all  poems  that  were  ever  written  none  has  furnished  so  many 
themes  for  painters  as  Ovid’s  Metamorphoses,  especially  in  that 
special  branch  of  Art  to  excel  in  which  was  at  one  time  the 
summit  of  Turner’s  ambition,  viz.  classical  landscape.  At  the 
beginning  of  this  century  the  day  of  pure  landscape  was  only 
just  dawning;  the  power  of  it  over  the  minds  and  affections  of 
men  had  been  felt,  indeed,  by  poet  and  painter,  by  Girtin  and 
others,  by  none  more  than  Turner;  but  its  hold  on  the  public  and 
the  connoisseurs  was  not  sufficient  to  found  the  fame  of  a  painter 
of  the  first  class.  It  is  doubtful  whether  Turner  foresaw  the  future 
triumph  of  natural  landscape,  but  he  knew  that  practically  the 
line  of  the  Poussins  and  of  Claude,  rather  than  that  of  Gains¬ 
borough  or  the  water-colourists,  was  that  in  which  he  could  best 
crown  his  already  great  success  at  the  Royal  Academy. 

In  the  exhibition  of  1798  quotations  from  poets  were  for  the 
first  time  printed  in  the  Academy  catalogues,  and  Turner  availed 
himself  largely  of  the  permission  by  appending  one  quotation 
from  Milton  and  four  from  Thomson’s  “  Seasons  ”  to  five  out  of 
the  ten  pictures  which  he  exhibited  in  that  year.  Though  he  had 
made  no  inconsiderable  mark  before  this,  the  works  of  this  year 
and  the  next  established  what  may  be  called  his  first  fame,  as 
the  most  accomplished  and  poetical  painter  of  English  scenery. 
In  1799  he  was  elected  an  Associate  ;  in  1802  an  Academician. 
Down  to  this  time  he  had  not  exhibited  any  classical  subject,  or 
quoted  from  any  classical  poet,  and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that 
he  had  read  Ovid,  at  all  events  since  he  was  at  school. 

But  now  the  time  arrived  for  him  to  make  his  crowning  effort 
to  be  ranked  not  only  as  the  greatest  landscape  artist  of  the  day, 
but  of  all  time.  To  prove  his  superiority  to  the  Claudes  and 
Poussins  the  simplest  plan  was  to  take  their  subjects  and  style, 
and  paint  what  was  called  “  classical  landscape,”  the  nearest 
approach  to  “High  Art”  possible  to  a  landscape  painter. 
Classical  landscape  is,  or  was,  of  two  kinds  :  one,  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  classical  architecture  and  conventional  landscape  into  a 
composition  whose  general  impression  should  satisfy  a  certain 
sense  of  serene  dignity ;  the  other  the  illustration  of  a  classical 
poet  in  which  the  landscape  should  be  in  sympathy  with  the 
figures.  The  latter  was,  and  is  still,  a  very  noble  object  of  Art, 
and  aims  at  nothing  less  than  the  perfect  illustration  of  classical 
poets  who  always  set  their  figures  in  a  landscape,  and  aid  the 
action  with  description  of  storm,  wind,  and  other  elemental 
machinery.  The  one  degenerates  into  the  “temple  and  tree  ” 
style,  the  other  into  the  “landscape  and  figures,”  and  both 
are  ridiculous  unless  sustained  by  genius.  Wilson  had  tried  both, 
and  had  failed,  at  least  as  far  as  the  public  were  concerned. 
Turner  tried  both,  and  succeeded.  Perhaps  he  never  succeeded 
better  than  in  his  attempts  in  the  latter  and  higher  class  of 
subject,  especially  when  he  interpreted  Ovid.  For  the  task  he 
was  perhaps  as  badly  equipped,  in  point  of  culture,  as  any  artist, 
and  it  needs  culture  ;  but  he  had  what  in  a  great  measure  made 
up  for  this  defect — what  makes  us  pass  lightly  over  Shakspere’ s 
anachronisms — he  had  imagination  ;  he  had  also  perfect  sym¬ 
pathy  with  the  spirit  of  the  poet.  He  was  able  to  see  the 
visions  that  Ovid  saw  when  he  wrote,  or  at  least  such  visions 
as  his  verses  suggest  to  the  most  cultivated  and  sympathetic 
modern  minds — and  his  long  study  of  nature  enabled  him  to 
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realise  these  visions  with  such  faithful  detail  of  rock  and  tree 
and  sky  as  no  artist  before  him. 

His  first  work  from  Ovid  was  e.xhibited  in  the  same  year 
as  that  in  which  he  was  able  for  the  first  time  to  append 
R.A.  to  his  name  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Royal  Academy. 
The  subject  was  Jason. 

The  ‘  Jason  ’  was  exhibited  at  the  Royal  Academy  in  1802,  and 
again  (or  another  picture)  at  the  British  Institution  in  1808.  In 
the  catalogue  of  the  latter  the  subject  is  said  to  be  taken  from 
Ovid’s  Metamorphoses.  It  is  stated  in  the  catalogue  of  the 
National  Gallery  “  that  the  Dragon  has  been  drugged  to  sleep 
by  the  charms  of  Medea,  and  the  moment  represented  is  when 
Jason  stealthily  passes  by  the  terrible  monster,  of  which  only  a 
single  gigantic  coil  is  visible  from  among  the  rocks  and  sheltered 
trees  about  his  cavern.”  This  is  indeed  the  scene  represented 
by  Ovid,  if  not  by  Turner.  Ovid’s  description  of  the  scene  is 
confined  to  a  few  lines  : — 

“  Pei-vigilem  siipercst  herbls  sopire  draconcm  : 

Qui  crista,  linguisque  tribus  prsesignis,  et  uncis 
Dentibus  liorrendus,  custos  erat  arboris  aurea?, 

Hunc  postquam  sparsit  Lctbxi  gramine  succi ; 

Verbaquc  ter  dixit  placidos  faciontia  somnos, 

Quaj  mare  turbatum,  qua?  concita  flumina  sistunt ; 

Somnus  in  ignotos  oculos  ubi  venit ;  et  auro 
Heros  JEsonius  potitur,  spolioque  superbus 
jNIuneris  autorem  secuin  spolia  altera  portans, 

Victor  lolciacos  tetigit  cum  conj’uge  portus.” 

It  is,  however,  clear  that  this  is  not  the  scene  which  Turner 
had  in  his  mind.  His  dragon  is  not  asleep,  and  Jason  is  pre¬ 
pared  to  do  battle  with  it.  Mr.  Ruskin’s  fine  description  ir,  the 
second  volume  of  ”  Modem  Painters”  gives  the  real  situation.  It 
is  also  observable  that  there  is  no  suggestion  in  the  lines  from 
Ovid  of  the  thought  in  which  lies  the  chief  power  of  the  picture, 
viz.  what  Mr.  Ruskin  was  the  first  to  point  out— the  horror  of  a 
danger  unknown,  half  seen,  indefinite  ;  the  terrible  suggestiveness 
of  the  ‘‘  single  coil.” 

We  have  only  to  turn  back  a  few  pages  of  Ovid,  and  we  shall 
find  something  which  contributed  to,  if  it  did  not  suggest,  the 
picture,  and  this  is  the  description  of  the  dragon  of  Cadmus  in 
the  beginning  of  the  third  book.  In  this  we  have  a  den  in  a 
wood,  and  the  dragon  of  Mars,  disturbed  by  the  sound  of  letting 
down  the  pitchers  or  urns  in  which  Cadmus’s  followers  were  draw¬ 
ing  water,  wakes  up,  and  scares  them,  and  finally  kills  them. 
Then  Cadmus,  after  waiting  in  vain  for  their  return,  sets  out  to 
avenge  them,  armed  with  lance  and  javelin  “  teloque  animus 
prsestantior  omni.”  Although  the  sense  of  the  horror  of  the 
indefinite  is  not  expressed  in  plain  terms  by  Ovid,  the  lines  carry 
it  with  them  so  forcibly  that  at  least  two  of  his  translators  have 
expressed  it  in  rendering  the  lines — • 

“  Quem  postquam  Tyria  lucum  de  gente  profecti 
Infausto  tetigere  gradu  ;  demissaque  in  undas 
Urnadedit  so'nitum  ;  longo  caput  extulit  antro 
Caeruleus  serpens  ;  borrendaque  sibila  misit.’’ 

Addison  thus  interprets  these  verses  : — 

“  The  Tyrians  in  the  den  for  ■water  sought, 

And  with  their  urns  explored  the  hollow  vault ; 

From  side  to  side  their  empty  urns  rebound, 

And  rouse  the  sleeping  serpent  with  the  sound. 

Straight  he  bestirs  him,  and  is  seen  to  rise, 

And  now  with  dreadful  hissings  fills  the  skies, 

And  darts  his  forky  tongues,  and  rolls  his  glaring  eyes.” 

The  sensation  is  given  yet  more  powerfully  by  Golding: — 

“  No  sooner  had  the  Tyrian  folk  set  foot  within  this  thick 
And  queachy  plot,  and  dipped  down  their  bucket  in  the  well, 

But  that  to  buscle  in  his  den  began  this  se?‘pent  fell, 

And  peering  with  a  marble  head  right  horribly  to  hiss.” 

Whether  or  not  I  am  right  in  supposing  that  Turner  had 
Cadmus  as  well  as  Jason  in  his  imagination  when  he  composed 
his  ‘Jason,’  and  whether  he  ever  saw  Golding’s  translation  or 
not,  it  is  certain  that  the  peculiar  description  of  horror  produced 
by  the  picture  is  also  produced  by  Golding’s  line,  which  we  have 
printed  in  italics,  and  that  neither  verse  nor  picture  is  a  literal 
translation.  It  is  at  least  an  instance  of  two  minds  being 
affected  in  a  similar  way  by  the  spirit,  rather  than  the  letter,  of 
the  same  poet. 


There  is,  however,  a  better  instance  than  this  of  how  deeply 
and  similarly  both  Golding  and  Turner  were  impressed  by  Ovid’s 
vivid  description  of  Cadmus  and  his  snake.  In  1811,  besides  a 
picture  of  ‘  Mercury  and  Herse,’  taken  avowedly  from  Ovid, 
Turner  exhibited  another  undoubtedly  derived  from  the  same 
source,  although  he  chose  to  append  to  it  some  remarkable  lines 
of  his  own,  with  a  reference  to  the  “Hymn  of  Callimachus.” 
The  picture  was  the  famous  ‘Apollo  and  Python,’  and  the 
verses  appended  were  the  following  : — 

“  Envenomed  by  thy  darts  the  monster  coil’d, 

Portentous,  horrible,  and  vast  his  snakelike  form  ; 

Rent  the  huge  portal  of  the  rocky  den, 

And  in  the  throes  of  death  he  tore 
His  many  wounds  in  one,  while  earth, 

Absorbing,  blackened  with  his  gore.” 

Now  there  is  nothing  of  this  in  Callimachus’s  “  Hymn  to 
Apollo.”  The  nearest  approach  to  a  description  in  this  poem  is 
the  following  (according  to  Dr.  Tytler’s  translation) : — 

”  Now,  Id  !  Id  Pa?an  I  rings  around 
As  first  from  Delphi  rose  the  sacred  sound. 

When  Phebus  swift  descending  deigned  to  show 
His  heavenly  skill  to  draw  the  golden  bow, 

For  when  no  mortal  weapons  could  repel 
Enormous  Python  horrible  and  fell, 

From  his  bright  bow  incessant  arrows  flew, 

And,  as  he  rose,  the  hissing  serpent  flew, 

Whilst  Id  !  Id  Pdean  !  numbers  crj’, 

Haste,  launch  thy  darts,  for  surely  from  the  sk)”, 

Thou  cam’st  the  great  preserver  of  mankind, 

As  thy  fair  mother  at  thy  birth  designed.” 

It  is  plain  that  not  from  Callimachus  at  least  came  the  inspira¬ 
tion  of  Turner’s  painted  poem. 

We  will  now  try  what  Ovid  (in  Golding’s  translation)  will  do 
for  us.  I  have  already  pointed  out  in  my  “  Life  of  Turner  ”  that 
the  picture  is  taken  from  two  descriptions  by  Ovid — one  of  Apollo 
and  Python  in  the  first  book,  and  the  other  of  Cadmus  and  his 
dragon  in  the  third,  and  the  following  extracts  will,  I  think, 
sufficiently  make  out  the  case  : — 

“For  when  with  moisture  with  the  heat  is  tempered  equally 
They  do  conceive  :  and  of  them  twain  engender  by-and-by 
All  kind  of  things.  For  though  that  fire  with  water  aye  debateth, 

Yet  moisture  raixt  with  equal  heat  all  living  things  createth, 

And  so  these  discords  in  their  kind,  one  striving  with  the  other 
In  generation  do  agree,  and  make  one  perfect  mother. 

And  therefore  when  the  miry  earth  bespread  with  shiny  mud, 

Brought  over  all  but  late  before  by  violence  of  the  flood, 

Caught  heat  by  warmness  of  the  sun  and  culmness  of  the  sky. 

Things  out  of  number  in  the  -^’orld  forthwith  it  did  apply. 

Whereof  in  part  the  like  before  in  former  times  hath  been, 

And  some  so  strange  and  ugly  shapes  as  never  erst  were  seen. 

In  that  she  did  such  monsters  breed  was  greatly  to  her  v/oe, 

And  yet  thou  ugly  Python  were  engendered  by  her  though, 

A  terror  to  the  new-made  folk,  which  never  erst  had  known 
So  foul  a  dragon  in  their  life,  so  monstrously  forgrown. 

So  great  a  ground  thy  poison  paunch  did  underneath  thee  hide. 

The  god  of  shooting  -who  nowhere  before  that  present  tide 
Those  kind  of  weapons  put  in  use,  but  at  the  speckled  deer, 

Or  at  the  roes  so  wight  of  foot,  a  thousand  shafts  ■well  near 
Did  on  that  hideous  sei'pent  spend,  of  which  there  was  not  one 
But  forced  forth  the  venomed  blood  along  his  sides  to  gone. 

So  that  his  quiver  almost  void,  he  nailed  him  to  the  ground, 

And  did  him  nobly  at  the  last  by  force  of  shot  confound, 

And  lest  that  time  might  of  this  work  deface  the  worthy  fame 
He  did  ordain  in  mind  thereof  a  great  and  solemn  game 
Which  of  the  serpent  that  he  slew  of  Pjdhians  bear  the  name. 

When  who  so  could  the  mastery  ■win  in  feats  of  strength  or  slight 
Of  hand  or  foot  or  rolling  wheel,  might  claim  to  have  of  right. 

An  oaken  garland  fresh  and  brave.  There  was  not  anjTvhere 
As  yet  a  bay,  by  means  whereof  was  Pheebus  fain  to  w^car 
The  leaves  of  eveiy  pleasant  tree  about  his  golden  hair.” 

In  this  description  there  is  no  landscape ;  the  earth  is  but 
recovering  from  the  flood,  a  barren  waste  of  slime  in  which 
horrid  monsters  spawn ;  Apollo  nails  the  beast  to  the  ground, 
not  to  a  tree  ;  the  agony  of  the  monster  is  passed  over ;  the 
flying  stones  are  not  suggested.  We  have,  however,  the  con¬ 
trast  in  size  and  apparent  power,  the  victory  of  skill  over 
strength,  the  innumerable  little  shafts  sticking  in  the  “poison 
paunch,”  and  forcing  “  the  venomed  blood  along  his  sides  to 
gone.”  To  fill  up  the  rest  of  Turner’s  picture  we  must  go  to 
Cadmus,  who,  determined  to  avenge  his  servants  or  die  in  the 
attempt,  attacks  the  dragon  of  Mars  : — 


THE  ART  JOURNAL. 


331 


“  And  raughting  fast 

A  mighty  millstone  at  the  snake  with  all  his  might  it  cast. 

The  stone  with  such  exceeding  force  and  violence  forth  was  driven 
As  of  a  fort  the  bulwarks  strong  and  walls  it  would  have  riven, 

And  yet  it  did  the  snake  no  harm ;  his  scales  as  hard  and  tough 
As  if  they  had  been  plates  of  mail  did  fence  him  well  enough, 

So  that  the  stone  rebounded  back  against  his  freckled  slough. 

But  yet  his  hardness  saved  him  not  against  the  piercing  dart. 

For  hitting  right  between  the  scales  that  yielded  in  that  part 
Whereas  the  joints  do  knit  the  back,  it  thirlhd  through  the  skin. 

And  pierced  to  his  filthy  maw  and  greedy  guts  within. 

He  fierce  with  wrath  wrings  back  his  head,  and  looking  on  the  stripe. 

The  javelin  steel  that  sticked  out  between  his  teeth  doth  gripe 
The  which  with  wrestling  to  and  fro  at  length  he  forth  did  wind. 

Save  that  he  left  the  head  thereof  among  his  bones  behind. 

When  of  his  courage  through  the  wound  more  kindled  was  the  fire. 

His  throat-boll  swelled  with  puffed  veins,  his  eyes  gan  sparkle  fire. 

There  stood  about  his  smeared  chops  a  loathly  foaming  froth. 

His  scaled  breast  ploughs  up  the  ground,  the  stinking  breath  that  goeth 
Out  from  his  black  and  hellish  mouth  infects  the  herbs  full  foul. 

Sometime  he  winds  himself  in  knots  as  round  as  any  bowl ; 

Sometime  he  stretched  out  in  length  as  straight  as  any  beam  ; 

Anon  again  with  violent  brunt  he  rusheth  like  a  stream 
Increased  by  rage  of  late  fall’n  rain,  and  with  his  mighty  sway 
Bears  down  the  wood  before  his  breast  that  standeth  in  his  w'ay. 

Agenor’s  son,  retiring  back,  doth  with  his  lion’s  spoil 
Defend  him  from  his  fierce  assaults,  and  makes  him  to  recoil. 

Aye  holding  at  the  weapon’s  point.  The  serpent  waxing  wood. 

Doth  crush  the  steel  between  his  teeth,  and  bites  it  till  the  blood 
Dropt  mixt  with  poison  from  his  mouth,  did  dye  the  green  grass  black  ; 

But  yet  the  wound  was  very  light  because  he  writhed  back. 

And  pulled  his  head  still  from  the  stroke  :  and  made  the  strife  to  die 
By  giving  way,  until  that  Cadmus,  following  rapidly 
The  stroke  with  all  his  power  and  might,  did  through  the  throat  him  rive. 
And  nailed  him  to  an  oak,  behind  the  which  he  eke  did  dive. 

The  serpent’s  weight  did  make  the  tree  to  bend — it  grieved  the  tree 
His  body  of  the  serpent’s  tail  thus  scourged  for  to  be.” 

This,  in  most  respects,  is  as  faithful  a  poetical  rendering  both 
of  Ovid  and  of  Turner  as  one  could  wish.  It  is  the  rendering 
such  as  a  poet  only  could  give,  reproducing  the  scene  with  the 
force  of  an  eye-witness  and  a  wealth  of  expression  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  equal  except  from  the  same  volume,  and 
certainly  the  only  translation  which  can  compare  in  vigour  of 
conception  wdth  Turner’s  work.  If  any  reasonable  doubt  could 
exist  that  Turner  was  thinking  of  Cadmus’s  serpent  as  well  as 
the  Python,  it  would  be  dispelled  by  one  very  significant  fact. 
Turner,  in  his  verses  in  the  catalogue,  describes  the  earth  as 
blackened  with  the  serpent’s  gore.  This  is  mentioned  by  Ovid 
in  his  description  of  Cadmus’s  serpent,  but  not  in  his  descrip¬ 
tion  of  the  Python. 

There  is  scarcely  a  tale  in  the  first  book  of  the  Metamorphoses 
which  Turner  has  left  unillustrated.  After  that  of  Apollo  and 
the  Python  comes  in  natural  sequence  that  of  Apollo  and 
Daphne ;  after  that  lo,  which  includes  that  of  Pan  and  Syrinx. 
The  first  produced  the  lovely  picture  of  ‘  Apollo  and  Daphne  ;’ 
the  second  the  splendid  ‘Mercury  and  Argus  ;’  the  third  one  of 
the  unpublished  plates  of  the  “  Liber  Studiorum  ”  (the  original 
drawing  for  which  is,  by-the-bye,  lying  unnoticed  in  the  British 
Museum).  By  the  time  that  Turner  painted  the  first  of  these  he 
had  given  up  all  attempts  to  shine  as  a  painter  of  figures,  and 
Apollo  and  Daphne  would  not  be  distinguishable  in  the  beau¬ 
tiful  landscape  but  for  their  story  being  suggested  by  a  hare 
and  a  greyhound  which  are  running  before  them.  Indeed,  the 
broad  road  on  which  they  are  walking,  exposed  to  the  gaze 
of  a  hundred  eyes,  would  appear  to  be  singularly  unsuited  to  so 
unconventional  a  flirtation.  The  whole  of  the  poetry  is  in  the 
landscape,  but  this  also  is  in  Ovid,  and  there  could  not  be  a 
more  fitting  quotation  to  append  to  the  picture  than  this  from 
Golding;  it  is  not  only  sympathetic  in  spirit,  but  accurate  in 
detail 

“  There  is  a  land  in  Thessaly  enclosed  on  every  side 
With  wooded  hills,  that  Timpe  bight,  through  mid  whereof  doth  glide 
Peneus  gushing  full  of  froth  from  foot  of  Pindus  high, 

Which,  with  his  headlong  falling  down,  doth  cast  up  violently 
A  misty  steam  like  flakes  of  smoke,  besprinkling  all  about 
The  tops  of  trees  on  either  side,  and  makes  a  roaring  out 
That  may  be  heard  a  great  way  oif.  This  is  the  fixed  seat, 

This  is  the  house  and  dwelling-place  and  chamber  of  the  great 
And  mighty  river  :  here  he  sits  in  court  of  pebble-stone, 

And  ministers  justice  to  the  waves  and  to  the  nymphs  each  one 
That  in  the  brooks  and  waters  dwell.  Now  hither  did  resort 
(Not  knowing  if  they  might  receive  and  unto  mirth  exhort 
Or  comfort  him)  his  country  brooks,  Sperchius  well  beseen, 

With  sedgy  head  and  shady  banks  of  poplars  fresh  and  green  : 


Enipeus  restless,  swift  and  quick ;  old  father  Apidanc, 

Amphrisus  with  his  gentle  stream,  and  JEa.s  clad  with  cane  ; 

With  divers  other  rivers  more,  which  having  run  their  race 
Into  the  sea  their  weary  waves  do  lead  with  restless  pace. 

From  hence  the  careful  Inachus  absents  himself  alone. 

Who  in  a  comer  of  his  cave  with  doleful  tears  and  moan 
Augments  the  waters  of  his  stream,  bewailing  piteously 
His  daughter  lo,  lately  lost,’* 

It  is,  as  we  have  seen,  quite  characteristic  of  Turner  that  he 
should  place  the  figures  of  one  episode  of  Ovid  in  the  scenery  of 
another ;  we  have  seen  both  Jason  and  Apollo  in  the  wood  of 
Cadmus,  and  now  we  have  Apollo  and  Daphne  with  the  scenery 
of  lo.  There  assuredly  is  “  Pindus  high,”  and  Peneus  falling 
headlong  down,  and  violently  casting  up  a  “misty  steam  like 
flakes  of  smoke,  besprinkling  all  about  the  tops  of  trees  on 
either  side,”  and  here,  too,  are  other  streams  which  it  would  be 
rash  to  name  separately. 

Of  Turner’s  other  pictures  it  would  be  tedious  to  treat  at  any 
length  those  which  he  avowedly  took  from  Ovid,  such  as 
‘  Apuleia,’  ‘  The_Vision  of  Medea,’  ‘  Glaucus  and  Scylla,’  and  the 
like  ;  and  of  most  of  those  of  which  the  original  impulse  is 
doubtful,  such  as  the  Carthage  series  and  all  that  treat  of  Dido 
and  JEneas,  it  will  be  enough  to  say  that  it  throws  some  light 
on  their  origin  if  we  view  the  Metamorphoses  as  the  starting- 
point  of  all  Turner’s  classical  reading.  Of  the  ‘  Golden  Bough,’ 
the  most  mysterious  perhaps  of  ail,  not  a  little  of  the  compo¬ 
sition  is  contained  in  the  following  lines  from  the  fourteenth  book 
(perhaps  the  most  fertile  of  all  in  Turnerian  subjects) : — 

“The  town  of  Naples,  and  the  tomb  of  Mysen  on  the  left 
Together  with^the  fenny  grounds.” 

That  even  his  splendid  picture  of  ‘  Ulysses  and  Polyphe¬ 
mus  ’  may  not  have^  been  altogether  Homeric  in  its  impulse, 

I  think  the  following  considerations  will  prove.  Mr.  Thornbur}’ 
relates  that  Turner  once  denied  that  this  picture  was  taken 
from  the  Odyssey.  “No,”  grunted  the  artist,  bursting  into 
a  chuckle;  “  Odyssey!  not  a  bit  of  it.  I  took  it  from  Tom 
Dibdin.  Don’t  you  know  the  lines — 

*  He  ate  his  mutton,  drank  his  wine' 

And  then  he  poked  his  eye  out  ?  *  ” 

Mr.  Thornbury  adds,  “This  is  an  excellent  example  of  the 
joyous  spirit  of  mystification  which  was  so  habitual  to  him,  and 
apparently  yielded  him  such  intense  gratification.”  The  same 
author  also  expresses  his  opinion  that  “  there  can  of  course  be 
no  doubt  that  Turner  selected  this  subject  from  the  ninth  book 
of  the  Odyssey,”  and  adds  that  he  has  sometimes  inclined 
to  the  suspicion  that  he  derived  his  idea  of  treating  the  subject 
of  Polyphemus  from  Michael  Angelo’s  grand  Titanic  sketch 
of  ‘  Morning.’  Mr.  Ruskin  also  accepts  the  Homeric  origin 
of  the  picture  through  Pope’s  translation,  and  says  the  Cyclops 
is  “fine,  passionate  enough,  and  not  disgusting  in  his  huge¬ 
ness,”  but  he  wishes  him  out  of  the  way,  in  order  to  see  the 
mountains  better.  Although  there  can  be  little  doubt  that 
Turner  referred  to  Pope’s  Homer  for  this  picture,  its  com¬ 
position,  with  its  horses  in  the  sky  and  sea  nymphs  in  the 
water,  is  of  such  a  complex  and  hybrid  character  that  there  is 
ground  for  supposing  that,  like  many  others  of  Turner’s  clas¬ 
sical  paintings,  it  had  more  than  one  source  of  inspiration. 
Perhaps,  therefore.  Turner  was  not  altogether  in  jest  when  he 
denied  that  the  Odyssey  was  the  foundation  of  his  picture  ; 
it  is  at  least  possible  that  the  scene  and  the  figure  of  Poly¬ 
phemus  may  have  been  impressed  upon  his  mind  before  he 
began  to  read  Pope,  that  the  germ  of  the  composition  came, 
like  those  of  so  many  of  his  pictures,  from  that  old  Latin  poet 
whose  wonderful  book  of  Metamorphoses  was  to  him  in  his 
manhood  as  a  book  of  fairy  tales  to  a  child.  The  gigantic 
figure  of  Polyphemus  writhing  in  savage  pain,  which  few 
besides  Mr.  Ruskin  will  wish  out  of  the  way,  may  at  least 
have  been  conceived  in  his  mind  on  reading  the  fine  descrip¬ 
tion  by  Ovid  in  his  fourteenth  book,  and  whether  or  not  this  is  a 
plausible  conjecture  the  following  lines  will  enable  the  reader 
to  judge.  Achemenides,  left  behind  on  the  Cyclops’  isle  by 
Ulysses  and  rescued  by  JEnea.s,  thus  tells  his  tale  to  Macareus, 
his  old  shipmate  : — 
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“  I  would  have  called  after  you,  but  that  I  was  afraid 
By  making  outcry  to  my  foe  myself  to  have  bewrayed, 

For  even  the  noise  that  you  did  make  did  put  Ulysses’  ship 
In  danger.  I  did  see  him  from  a  craggy  mountain  strip 
A  mighty  rock,  and  into  sea  it  throw  midway  and  more. 

Again  I  s.aw  his  giant’s  paw  throw  huge  big  stones  great  store 
As  if  it  were  a  sling.  And  sore  I  feared  lest  your  ship 
Should  drowned  by  the  water  be  that  from  the  stones  did  skip. 

Or  by  the  stones  themselves,  as  if  myself  had  been  therein. 

But  when  that  flight  had  saved  you  from  death  he  did  begin 
On  ^tna  sighing  up  and  down  to  walk  ;  and  with  his  paws 
Went  groping  of  the  trees  among  the  woods.  And  for  because 
He  could  not  see  he  knocked  his  shins  against  the  rocks  each  where. 

And  stretching  out  his  grisly  arms  (which  all  begrimed  were 
With  baken  blood)  to  seaward,  he  the  Greekish  nation  banned 
And  said  :  ‘  O  if  that  some  good  chance  might  bring  unto  my  hand, 

Ulysses  or  some  mate  of  his  on  whom  to  wreak  mine  ire. 

Upon  whose  bowels  with  my  teeth  I  like  a  hawk  might  tyre  ; 

WTiose  living  members  might  with  these  my  talents  teared  been. 

Whose  blood  might  bubble  down  my  throat,  whose  flesh  might  pant  between 
ily  jaws  ;  how  light  or  none  at  all  this  losing  of  mine  eye 
Would  seem.” 

Nor  does  the  view  that  the  suggestion  of  this  picture  came 
from  Ovid  want  confirmation  in  connection  with  those  mysterious 
green  sea  nymphs,  that  in  the  picture  are  favouring  the  escape 
of  Ulysses’  ship.  A  page  or  two  after  the  description  of  Poly¬ 
phemus,  Ovid  tells  how  the  Trojan  ships  were  transformed  into 
sea  nymphs.  The  translation  of  Garth  here,  for  a  wonder, 
suits  Turner’s  picture  better  than  Golding’s,  for  he  gives  the 
colour  of  the  nymphs. 

Now,  wondrous,  as  they  beat  the  foaming  flood 
The  timber  softens  into  flesh  and  blood, 

The  yards  and  oars  new  arms  and  legs  design  ; 

A  branch  the  hull ;  the  slender  keel,  a  spine  ; 

The  prow  a  female  face  ;  and  by  degrees 
The  gallies  rise  g7‘eefi  daughters  of  the  seas. 

Sometimes  on  coral  beds  they  sit  in  state, 

Or  wanton  on  the  waves  they  feared  of  late. 

The  barks  that  beat  the  seas  are  still  their  care, 

Themselves  rememb' ring  what  of  late  they  were. 

To  save  a  Trojan  sail  in  throngs  they  press, 

But  smile  to  see  Alcinous  in  distress.’’ 

Of  course  they  would  not  have  helped  Ulysses,  according 
to  Ovid,  but  nobody  ought  to  be  surprised  at  Turner’s  disregard¬ 
ing  this  consideration,  if  it  ever  occurred  to  him. 

It  sems  almost  unnecessary  to  add  that  the  four  horses  of  the 
Sun  are  also  described  by  Ovid  in  Book  I. 


The  quotations  from  Golding  which  we  have  given,  vigorous 
though  they  be  and  musical,  have  been  selected  with  reference 
to  Turner  rather  than  to  show  the  author’s  power ;  but  they  will, 

I  hope,  be  sufficient  to  excite  some  admiration  for  the  poet,  and 
some  curiosity,  too,  on  his  account,  for  it  is  not  unlikely  that 
some  of  our  readers  have  not  a  very  intimate  acquaintance  with 
a  book  of  which  no  edition  has  been  published  for  more  than 
two  centuries  and  three-quarters.  Fashions,  and  not  less  than 
others,  literary  fashions,  change.  That  which  has  just  gone  out 
is  the  least  supportable  of  all.  The  humour  and  the  sentiment 
that  made  our  fathers  grow  merry  and  grave  often  affect  us 
oppositely  ;  what  was  an  excellent  joke  to  them  sets  us  musing, 
and  we  laugh  at  what  melted  them  to  tears.  Nevertheless,  when 
sufficient  time  has  passed  to  enable  us  to  criticizejwithout  the 
bias  that  present  fashion  gives,  removed  beyond  the  atmosphere 
of  modern  living  prejudice,  all  that  was  true  and  beautiful  in  the 
old  work  stands  out  clear,  and  the  verdict  of  its  immediate 
posterity  is  modified,  and  sometimes  reversed.  So  surely  (and 
comparatively  speaking  quickly)  does  Time  bring  such  revenges 
that  it  maybe  doubted  whether  any  work  of  sterling  merit  produced 
since  the  revival  of  learning  has  ever  sunk  into  utter  oblivion. 

Something  like  such  a  fate,  however,  seems  to  threaten  Arthur 
Golding’s  translation  of  Ovid’s  Metamorphoses. 

Yet  the  reputation  which  this  book  enjoyed  during  the  reign 
of  Queen  Elizabeth  and  King  James  I.  was  remarkable.  No 
less  than  seven  editions  were  published  between  1565  and  1612, 
copies  of  four  of  which  are  to  be  found  at  the  British  Museum. 
All  were  printed  in  black  letter,  and  no  edition  has  been  pub¬ 
lished  since.  The  pure  old  English  in  which  it  was  written  was 
doubtless  the  cause  of  its  going  out  of  fashion  when  Mr.  Sandys, 
in  1626,  published  the  first  edition  of  his  “elegant”  version  in 
stilted  heroics  stuffed  with  words  new  coined  from  the  Latin 
language.  Fashion  preserved  the  reputation  of  this  intolerable 
translation  (which  went  through  nearly,  if  not  quite,  as  many 
editions  as  Golding’s)  till  1717,  when  Garth,  with  the  assistance 
of  Dryden  and  others,  concocted  another  still  more  elegant, 
and  certainly  more  vigorous  and  poetical.  It  is  to  be  feared 
that  Ovid  himself  has  gone  a  little  out  of  fashion  since  that 
time,  and  no  important  translation  of  the  Metamorphoses 
has  appeared  since,  except  the  beautiful  version  of  Mr.  King. 

Cosmo  Monkhouse, 


WHITTINGTON. 

Engraved  by  G.  Siodart,  from  the  Statue  by  C.  B.  Birch. 


Mr.  BIRCH’S  name  has  appeared  for  some  years  past  as  a 
contributor  to  the  sculpture-room  of  the  Royal  Academy. 
Many  of  his  works  have  been  busts  and  medallions  ;  one  of  the 
latter,  a  portrait  of  his  great  master,  J.  A.  Foley,  R.A.,  whose 
very  successful  pupil  Mr.  Birch  is  proving  himself  to  be.  If  we 
mistake  not,  he  has  used  the  pencil  as  well  as  the  chisel,  both 
in  landscape  and  figure  subjects.  In  our  January  number  we 
engraved  his  beautiful  monument  erected  to  the  memory  of 
the  late  Mr.  David  Reid  in  the  churchyard  of  Cranborne, 
Wiltshire.  The  opinion  we  then  gave  of  the  position  this 
sculptor  is  destined  to  hold  is  justified  by  the  excellence 
of  the  statue  of  ‘  Whittington,’  which  was  e.xliibited  at  Bur¬ 
lington  House  in  1873.  Admirable  as  the  whole  of  the  work  is, 
we  direct  especial  attention  to  the  powerfully  animated  and 
thoroughly  intelligent  expression  of  the  future  Lord  Mayor  of 
London,  far  truer  to  our  ideal  than  the  boyish,  almost  weak, 
countenance  frequently  assigned  to  the  historically  bold,  clever, 
aspiring  “  Dick,”  who,  according  to  Mr.  Birch’s  rendering,  is 
certainly  a  stalwart  son  of  the  good  old  Gloucestershire  knight, 
whose  fallen  fortunes  he  bade  his  son  strive  to  retrieve  in  the  city 
the  streets  of  which,  according  to  country-folk,  are  paved  with 
gold.  The  youthful  adventurer  halts  by  the  milestone  on  High- 
gate  Hill,  which  proved  indeed  the  turning-stone  of  his  destiny. 


whence  he  heard  the  voice  of  Bow  Church  bells,  “  in  the  road¬ 
way  of  Chepe,”  bidding  him  “turn  again,”  and  he  would  be 
“thrice  Lord  Mayor  of  London.”  They  sang  to  him  over  the 
broad  “  smooth  field  ”  which  we  call  Smithfield,  through  the  tall 
poplars  surrounding  the  Spa  discovered  long  after  at  Sadler’s 
Wells,  across  the  classic  regions  of  Iseldone  and  Tolentone, 
with  their  Roman  and  Saxon  remains — our  Islington  and  High¬ 
bury — and  into  the  park,  by  the  borders  of  which  he  stood, 
where  but  short  time  before  the  nobles  had  taken  counsel  toge¬ 
ther  how  they  might  rid  their  king  and  country  of  the  rebels 
who,  with  Wat  Tyler  at  their  head,  had  caused  such  trouble  to 
the  land.  Very  cleverly  has  Mr.  Birch  given  the  assured  and 
determined  look  which  sent  the  lad  back  to  London  town, 
whether  to  invest  his  small  stock  of  gold  in  the  purchase  of  the 
traditional  “  cat  ”  or  not  we  do  not  say,  but  at  least  to  work  so 
honestly  that  his  master  gave  him  his  daughter  for  wife,  with  a 
goodly  dowry ;  and  by  successful  trading  and  clever  banking 
operations  to  become  so  wealthy  that,  as  tradition  records, 
during  his  last  mayoralty,  when  King  Henry  V.  dined  with  him, 
he  could  well  afford  to  cancel  all  the  monarch’s  debts  by  throw¬ 
ing  the  bonds  into  a  fire  made  of  precious  woods  and  spices. 
Great  strength  and  firmness  are  manifested  in  the  attitude, 
and  the  work  is  altogether  most  satisfactory. 


ey  g.stodaet  troy  the  statue  bt  c.e,bie_ch 
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ORIGINAL  DESIGNS  FOR  ART  MANUFACTURE. 

- *  -c - 


BALUSTRADE. 


Designers  cognisant  of  the  manifold  advantages  of  wrought 
metal  over  cast  have  with  success  availed  themselves  of 
the  facility  of  form  into  which  the  same  may  be  worked  without 


interfering  with  the  strength  of  the  structure.  Mr.  Stuart 
Thorpe,  School  of  Art,  Shefheld,  sends  us  a  tasteful  design  for 
Balustrade  and  Lamp. 


1880. 


SALT-CELLARS. 

Mr.  Peace,  School  of  Art,  Sheffield,  submits  to  us  several 
tasteful  designs  for  Salt-cellars,  in  one  of  which  he  has  no  doubt 


solved  the  problem  of  a  salt-cellar  from  which  the  salt-spoon 
cannot  readily  fall.  Mr.  Peace’s  designs  commend  themselves 


both  on  account  of  their  extreme  simplicity  and  their  originality. 
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KNOCKERS. 

Mr.  W.  Stacc,  of  the  School  of  Art,  Ifirmingham,  has  sub¬ 
mitted  to  us  several  artistic  designs  to  wliich  we  have  already 
drawn  attention.  'J'he  Birmingham  School  has  always  been 
foremost  in  designs  for  Art  manufacture,  and  the  sound  training 
and  e.x'cellent  instruction  imparted  to  its  students  have  been 


productive  of  the  most  beneficial  results.  It  is  as  it  should  be 
when  we  find  the  students  of  Birmingham  applying  themselves 
to  the  improvement  of  the  designs  of  those  manufactures  with 
which  that  city  is  so  closely  allied.  In  designs  for  hardware 
they  have  been  particularly  successful ;  the  advance  has  been 
most  remarkable,  yet  there  is  still  room  for  improvement,  and 


many  of  the  incongruities  so  frequently  witnessed  might  be 
avoided  if  moie  attention  were  bestowed  upon  the  first  princij^les 
of  design,  of  which  in  some  instances  designers  show  an  utter 


disregard.  We  may,  however,  congratulate  ourselves  on  the 
result  so  far  attained. 


EiiiliiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiiuiuiliillibibiiuuiuiilliillllliiiJliliiiiiiih  . .  iiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiniiiiiiiiiiiiNiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliiiiiliiniiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii^^  . . 


; 


FRIEZE. 

We  have  before  alluded  to  the  manifold  advantages  of  terra¬ 
cotta  and  plaster,  more  especially  the  former,  in  the  decoration 
of  buildings.  Terra-cotta  admits  of  any  amount  of  subsequent 


perfection  by  hand,  and  the  material  is  so  pliant  under  the 
manipulation  of  the  modeller  or  the  designer  that  over-orna¬ 
mentation  is  too  frequently  indulged  in,  and  the  effect  of  the 
original  design  is  often  entirely  lost.  We  engrave  a  design  for 
a  Frieze  by  Mr.  Duffield,  School  of  Art,  Birmingham. 
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JEWELLERY. 
We  have  elsewhere  had  occasion  to 


in  designs  for  jewellery.  Here 
unchecked,  such  works  being  in 
their  very  intention  necessarily 
ornamental.  A  due  consideration 
should  be  paid  to  beauty  of  form  ; 
heavy  or  massive  forms  should  be 
totally  discarded,  and  extreme 
judgment  exercised  in  the  arrange¬ 
ment  and  decoration  of  the  more 
minute  details.  Referring  to  the 
use  of  precious  stones,  the  primary 
object  should  be  the  display  of  the 


the 


notice  the  improvement 
ornamentist’s  fancy  is 


same  to  the  greatest  advantage,  so  that  they  may  materially 
enhance  the  beauty  and  effect  of  their  surroundings  of  gold  or 
enamel,  which,  however,  should  be  subordinate  to  the  jewels 
themselves,  and  in  no  way  detract  from  their  brilliancy,  or 

prevent  the  light  from  playing  on 
the  surface  of  the  stones.  Skilful 
engraving  and  enamelling  are  now 
largely  resorted  to  in  the  embel¬ 
lishment  of  jewellery,  for  the  pur¬ 
pose  of  giving  variety  and  contrast 
to  the  surface.  Both  these  phases 
of  decoration  arc,  we  are  sorry  to 
say,  often  abused,  a  too  lavish  use 
of  cither  tending  to  destroy  most 
effectually  many  of  the  elegant 


designs,  as  regards  beauty  of  form,  which  are  now  produced. 
We  would  draw  attention  to  the  native  Indian  metal-work. 


where  we  find  the  least  possible  amount  of  metal  exquisitely 
treated  by  skilful  hand  labour,  and  the  most  beautiful  effects 


produced  by  piercing,  inlays,  and  enamelling.  We  engrave  ]  a  tasteful  design  by  Mr.  Duffield,  School  of  Art,  Birmingham 
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DAMASK.  I  former  gold  medallist  of  the  South  Kensington  Schools,  and 

j  to  whose  tasteful  and  elegant  adaptations  of  iloral  forms  to 
\\  e  engrave  a  design  for  Damask  by  Mr.  C.  A.  Brindley,  a  |  purposes  of  design  we  have  already  drawn  attention. 


FLOOR  TILES. 

I'o  no  department  of  manufacture  in  England  has  moi'e  atten¬ 


tion  been  paid  of  late  years  than  to  that  of  pottery  covered  with 
siliceous  glazes,  and  at  the  present  time  this  branch  of  industry 
may  be  considered  in  a  most  satisfactory  state,  both  as  regards 


quality  of  material  and  adaptiveness  of  design.  We  engrave  I  a  design  for  Floor  Tiles  by  Mr.  Marriott,  South  Kensington. 
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PROVINCIAL  ART  EXHIBITIONS. 


The  provinces  have,  within  the  last  few  years,  made  excep¬ 
tional  advances  in  supplying  at  their  immediate  centres 
Art  exhibitions  of  the  highest  class.  Ten  years  ago  Manchester 
and  Birmingham  alone  in  England  had  annual  gatherings  of 
pictures.  Now  we  find  that  Liverpool,  Newcastle,  Notting¬ 
ham,  Bristol,  Leeds,  and  Glasgow  have  exhibitions  second  only 
to  that  of  the  Royal  Academy  in  London.  The  public  are,  in 
the  majority  of  instances,  showing  their  appreciation  of  having  the 
means  of  acquiring  a  knowledge  of  modern  Art  at  their  own  doors. 
With  the  exception  of  Manchester  and  Newcastle,  the  attend¬ 
ances  and  the  sales  show  satisfactory  progress.  To  the  artist 
these  exhibitions  are  of  the  highest  value.  A  few  years  ago  and 
there  was  no  second  chance  of  exhibiting,  with  any  prospect  of 
sale,  a  picture  which  had  failed  to  find  a  purchaser  when  on 
the  Academy  walls  ;  but  nowadays  many  an  artist  of  note 
derives  a  larger  income  from  his  contributions  to  provincial 
exhibitions  than  from  the  sale  of  his  pictures  in  his  studio  and 
at  London  exhibitions.  Last  year  the  aggregate  of  sales  at  the 
principal  exhibitions  amounted  to  over  ;^40,ooo.  We  feel  it  our 
duty,  therefore,  this  year  to  devote  a  more  lengthened  resufne  to 
these  collections. 

THE  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  ARTISTS,  BIRMINGHAM, 

Is  the  oldest  foundation  in  the  provinces.  It  consists  of  a  seif- 
elected  body  of  artists — sixteen  in  number — who  must  be  resi¬ 
dent  in  Birmingham.  Their  president  is  Sir  Frederick  Leighton. 
The  profits  of  the  society  must  be  utilised  for  the  advancement 
of  Art  in  Birmingham.  It  at  present  maintains  Professors  of 
Literature,  Sculpture,  Anatomy,  and  Architecture,  as  well  as  life 
schools.  A  spring  exhibition  of  water  colours  is  held  in  the 
months  from  March  to  June.  At  the  autumn  e.xhibition  which 
opened  in  September  some  important  changes  in  the  arrange¬ 
ment  of  the  society’s  rooms  have  been  made.  A  new  gallery, 
about  fifty  feet  by  twenty,  lofty,  and  admirably  lighted,  has  been 
added  to  the  series  of  rooms  formerly  used ;  and  the  addition 
gives  the  society  beyond  question  the  finest  range  of  exhibition 
galleries  in  the  provinces — indeed,  excepting  those  of  the  Royal 
Academy,  there  are  none  in  London  to  compare  with  them.  The 
great  round  room  still  constitutes  the  principal  apartment,  but  it 
has  been  somewhat  altered  by  opening  wider  and  handsomer  pas¬ 
sages  into  some  of  the  adjoining  rooms.  The  old  middle  room, 
which  used  to  be  a  rather  dismal  cul-de-sac,  has  now  disap¬ 
peared  ;  a  broad  and  well-lighted  corridor,  hung  with  pictures, 
takes  its  place,  and  gives  access  to  the  new  room,  to  the 
smaller  rotunda  (which  is  also  well  lighted),  and  to  the  water¬ 
colour  gallery.  Another  entrance  to  the  new  gallery  is  also 
made  by  abolishing  the  small  octagon  room,  which  was  little 
better  than  a  passage.  Part  of  this  is  now  used  as  the 
secretary’s  office,  and  the  rest  affords  access  to  the  front  room 
east,  from  which,  by  a  short  flight  of  marble  steps,  flanked  by 
two  handsome  columns,  the  visitor  enters  the  new  gallery.  The 
arrangement  is  managed  with  such  skill  that  the  whole  aspect 
of  the  galleries  seems  to  be  changed,  each  of  the  principal 
rooms  commanding  a  view  of  the  others,  and  a  series  of  admi¬ 
rable  “effects”  being  thus  obtained.  In  addition  to  these 
improvements,  the  society  has  made  others  which  will  be 
appreciated.  A  new  and  complete  warming  apparatus  has 
been  arranged,  so  that  an  equable  and  agreeable  temperature 
can  be  maintained  during  the  winter  months,  and  at  the  same 
time  all  risk  of  fire  is  avoided.  Cloak-rooms  and  lavatories, 
both  for  ladies  and  gentlemen,  have  also  been  provided.  The 
cost  has  been  heavy,  but  the  society  has  not  scrupled  to  expend 
its  funds  and  to  pledge  its  resources  in  order  to  make  the  gal¬ 
leries  in  all  respects  worthy  of  its  own  reputation  and  of  the  town. 
The  members  naturally  look  to  the  public  to  sustain  them  in 
this  policy,  and  they  may  justly  do  so,  for  they  derive  no  per¬ 
sonal  advantage  from  the  success  of  the  exhibitions,  but  are 
animated  solely  by  a  desire  to  promote  the  interests  of  Art.  We 
i8£o. 


may,  therefore,  naturally  anticipate  that  they  will  recognise 
the  society’s  efforts  in  the  practical  way  of  largely  increasing 
the  list  of  annual  subscribers.  We  know  of  no  institution  which 
gives  so  much  in  return  for  the  guinea  subscription,  for  there  are 
two  exhibitions  annually,  and  the  subscribers  have  admission  to 
these  and  to  the  lectures  which  are  given  in  the  spring  and 
autumn  as  a  regular  part  of  the  society’s  work.  This  autumn 
the  lecturers  will  include  Mr.  William  Morris  and  Mr.  J.  H. 
Chamberlain. 

As  to  the  exhibition,  a  few  brief  notes  must  suffice.  The 
president.  Sir  Frederick  Leighton,  P.R.A.,  shows  his  interest  in 
the  society  by  himself  contributing  a  fine  work,  and  also  by 
inducing  the  Royal  Academy  to  lend  Mr.  Brett’s  ‘  Britannia’s 
Realm,’  one  of  his  brightest  and  finest  sea-pieces,  purchased 
this  year  by  the  Academy  for  its  own  collection.  Mr.  Brett 
also  sends  another  work  of  importance,  ‘  Shallows  by  the  Sea¬ 
shore.’  Lovers  of  Etty’s  glowing  colour — and  who  does  not 
love  it  ? — will  be  glad  to  see  his  famous  ‘  Golden  Age,’  which  the 
owner  has  lent  for  exhibition.  Mr.  Vicat  Cole,  R.A.,  is  repre¬ 
sented  by  a  landscape,  rich,  varied,  and  harmonious,  entitled 
‘Noon  ;  ’  Mr.  Poynter,  R.A.,  has  a  figure  subject  and  a  land¬ 
scape  ;  Mr.  Oakes,  A.R.A.,  sends  a  vigorous  study  of  rock,  and 
wood,  and  water,  ‘  The  Linn  of  Muick ;  ’  Mr.  Marcus  Stone, 
A.R.A.,  has  a  characteristic  work,  ‘Summer-time;  ’  Mr.  Long, 
A.R.A.,  has  two  admirable  figure  subjects,  ‘  Easter  Offerings’ 
and  ‘  Coming  to  Confession,’  both  Spanish,  and  one  of  them 
only  just  finished.  Of  other  meinbers  or  associates  of  the 
Academy,  amongst  the  artists  represented,  there  are — Mr.  Pettie, 
R.A.,  with  a  study  ‘  Before  the  Battle  ;  ’  Mr.  J.  C.  Horsley, 
R.A.,  ‘A  Trespasser;’  Mr.  P.  R.  Morris,  A.R.A.,  ‘Golden 
Hours,’  from  this  year’s  Academy  exhibition  ;  Mr.  Elmore,  R.A., 
with  a  figure  subject;  Mr.  McWhirter,  A. R. A., ’’with  a  fine 
study,  ‘The  Lord  of  the  Glen,’  a  grand  old  pine,  defying  wind 
and  storm;  Mr.  Sidney  Cooper,  R.A.,  with  a  cattle-piece,  full 
of  vigour  for  such  a  veteran  ;  and  last,  but  not  least,  Mr.  Frank 
Holl,  A.R.A.,  who  has  a  fine  broad  portrait  of  the  new  knight. 
Sir  Rupert  Kettle.  Of  untitled  painters,  many  of  the  most 
notable  are  represented.  We  have  already  mentioned  Mr. 
Brett.  We  have  to  add  Mr.  Henry  Moore,  who  has  a  charac¬ 
teristic  study  of  tumbling  waves,  ‘  The  Silver  Streak,’  and  a 
gravely  toned,  powerful  landscape,  ‘Highland  Cattle.’  Mr. 
Tom  Lloyd  has  an  idyllic  work,  ‘Pastures  Sweet,’  fresh  and 
bright  as  Nature  herself.  Mr.  Fred.  Morgan’s  picture,  ‘  The 
Mid-day  Meal,’  will  find  many  admirers;  and  so  will  Mr. 
Aumonier’s  ‘  Cornish  Orchard ;  ’  and  in  a  different  category, 
Mr.  J.  S.  Noble’s  ‘  Otter  Hounds.’  We  are  tempted  to  pick  out 
others,  but  the  claims  of  space  must  be  respected,  and  so  we 
can  only  name  such  well-known  contributors  as  Messrs.  T.  F. 
Dicksee,  John  Finnie,  W.  J.  Muckley,  Claude  Calthrop,  Haynes 
Williams,  R.  Beavis,  John  Smart,  J.  A.  Houston,  E.  H.  Fahey, 
A.  W.  Hunt,  George  Cole,  J.  Watson  Nicol,  H.  T.  Dawson, 
P.  M.  Feeney,  George  Smith,  and  Colin  Hunter,  who  sends 
his  ‘Silver  of  the  Sea.’  The  ladies. are  represented  by  Mrs. 
Jopling,  Miss  Alice  Havers,  Miss  E.  M.  Osborn,  Miss  Louise 
Rayner,  and  others. 

The  Birmingham  artists  will  be  found  to  have  kept  up  their 
reputation.  Mr.  Henshaw  has  a  fine  study  in  the  Forest  of 
Arden,  the  scene  of  so  many  of  his  triumphs  in  tree  painting; 
Mr.  Baker  sends  several  landscapes  of  merit ;  Mr.  E.  R.  Taylor 
and  Mr.  Pratt  have  excellent  figure  subjects,  and  the  former  also, 
sends  two  or  three  charming  landscape  studies.  Mr.  Munns. 
has  a  pow'erful  figure  study,  a  portrait  of  ‘  Sister  Dora,’  painted', 
for  the  Walsall  Hospital,  and  other  works.  Mr.  W.  T.  Roden, 
contributes  portraits ;  Mrs.  Westwood  Whitfield  sends  flower 
studies  of  her  usual  excellence  ;  and  amongst  others  may  be 
mentioned  Mr.  Allen  E.  Everitt,  Mr.  Edwin  Taylor,  Mr.  W.  H. 
Vernon,  Mr.  Radclyffe,  Mr.  F.  Bindley,  Mr.  Hinkley,  Mr.  A. 
R.  Carpenter,  Mr.  H.  H.  Lines,  and  Mr.  H.  H.  Birtles. 

4  R 
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THE  ROYAL  MANCHESTER  INSTITUTION 

Ranks,  as  regards  age,  very  nearly  on  a  par  with  Birmingham. 
It  is  governed  by  a  Council  of  twenty-four,  and  holds  an  annual 
exhibition  between  August  and  January.  A  proposal  has  recently 
been  made  to  transfer  the  Institution  on  the  following  terms  to 
the  corporation,  namely,  that  the  entire  landed  property,  pic¬ 
tures,  and  building  in  Mosely  Street  shall  be  conveyed  to  the  city 
of  Manchester  as  a  free  gift,  they  providing  an  endowment  of 
;^2,ooo  a  year  for  the  purchase  of  works  of  Art  by  which  in  time 
a  permanent  Art  gallery  would  be  formed.  The  reasons  for  the 
step  are  thus  stated  in  a  circular  which  has  lately  been  issued  : — 

“  The  Council,  whilst  of  opinion  that  their  Annual  Exhibitions 
have,  in  Art  excellence  and  general  interest,  borne  favour¬ 
able  comparison  with  those  of  other  provincial  towns,  have 
become  impressed  with  the  belief  that  there  is  a  manifest  lack  of 
appreciation  and  support  on  the  part  of  the  general  public  of  the 
aims  and  purposes  of  the  Institution,  which  has  the  effect  of 
narrowing  its  sphere  of  usefulness,  and  of  discouraging  those 
who  have  charged  themselves  with  the  labour  and  responsibility 
of  superintending  its  various  exhibitions.  This  conviction  has 
forced  itself  upon  the  Council  from  year  to  year,  not  only  by  the 
financial  returns  presented  in  the  Treasurer’s  Reports,  but  by 
a  comparison  of  results  with  those  which  have  been  so  success¬ 
fully  carried  out  in  Liverpool,  Nottingham,  and  elsewhere. 

“The  conditions  under  which  the  Liverpool  Exhibitions  are 
conducted  differ  essentially  from  those  under  which,  as  a  private 
and  proprietary  body,  the  Royal  Manchester  Institution  fulfils 
its  purposes.  By  its  constitution  the  latter  receives  no  aid  from 
without,  and  so  long  as  the  annual  income  has  met  the  annual 
expenditure,  the  general  body  of  Governors  has  been  satisfied 
with  its  operations.  It  is  true  also  that  the  Institution  is  bur¬ 
dened  with  no  liabilities,  and  that  there  exists  an  Investment 
Fund,  from  which  a  small  amount  of  interest  arises  ;  but  this, 
added  to  all  other  available  sources  of  revenue,  is  inadequate 
for  the  formation  of  any  representative  permanent  Art  gallery, 
and  therefore  the  influence  of  the  Council  in  promoting  Art 
culture  and  appreciation  has  become  limited  and  restricted.  On 
the  other  hand,  Liverpool  seems  to  derive  its  chief  strength  from 
association  with  its  rich  and  powerful  Municipal  Corporation, 
which,  in  accepting  the  gift  of  the  Walker  Art  Gallery,  is 
enabled  to  subsidise  Art  through  the  rates,  and  to  extend  its 
beneficial  influences  amongst  the  entire  population  ;  in  addition, 
by  having  funds  at  its  disposal,  Liverpool  is  enabled  to  offer 
inducements  to  artists,  through  its  power  of  purchase,  to  exhibit 
their  more  attractive  and  prominent  works  in  its  galleries. 
The  success  of  the  Walker  Art  Galleiy  is  further  enhanced  by 
its  having  become  the  property  of  the  people,  who  recognise 
that  it  is  maintained  for  their  advantage  and  enjoyment. 

“At  Nottingham,  the  Corporation  have  acquired,  by  conversion 
of  its  ancient  Castle,  at  a  cost  of  ;^30,ooo,  a  noble  Gallery  of 
Art,  which  promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  useful  and  successful 
institutions  in  the  country,  and  which  was  visited  last  year  by 
no  less  than  221,849  persons.  Here,  too,  the  influence  of  muni¬ 
cipal  association  has  proved  of  essential  service,  not  only  in 
maintaining  the  Institution  by  the  rates,  but  in  offering  to  the 
possessors  of  works  of  Art  such  a  degree  of  security  and  per¬ 
manence  that  already  numerous  important  gifts  and  bequests 
have  been  made  to  it,  and  its  present  extensive  and  most 
interesting  exhibition  consists  principally  of  loan  pictures  of 
the  highest  character  and  of  the  greatest  value. 

“  In  the  neighbouring  borough  of  Salford,  also,  its  Corporation 
has  formed,  and  maintains  from  the  rates,  a  permanent  Art 
gallery  of  growing  importance,  through  the  exercise  of  its 
powers  under  the  Musuem  and  Libraries  Acts. 

“  In  view  of  all  these  facts  the  Council  of  the  Royal  Manchester 
Institution  have  become  impressed  with  the  belief  that  the  time 
has  now  arrived  when  important  constitutional  changes  should 
be  entertained,  by  which  its  usefulness  may  be  largely  extended 
and  its  powers  materially  increased. 

“  It  may  be  permitted,  perhaps,  briefly  to  look  back  to  the 
early  history  of  the  Institution,  in  order  to  compare  the  present 
with  the  past. 


“  The  objects  of  the  founders  of  this  undertaking,  as  defined  in 
the  resolutions  passed  at  a  public  meeting  held  at  the  Exchange 
dining-room  on  the  ist  of  October,  1823,  were  ‘  the  encourage¬ 
ment  of  Literature,  Science,  and  Art  by  the  establishment  of  a 
collection  of  the  best  models  that  can  be  obtained  in  painting 
and  sculpture,  the  opening  of  a  channel  by  which  the  works  of 
meritorious  artists  may  be  brought  before  the  public,  and  the 
encouragement  of  literary  and  scientific  pursuits,  by  facilitating 
the  delivery  of  popular  courses  of  public  lectures.’  For  these 
purposes  a  committee  was  nominated,  who,  in  their  enthusiasm, 
proposed  to  begin  at  once  by  renting  premises  in  King  Street, 
but  subsequently  it  was  decided  to  erect  a  new  structure  which 
should  combine  ‘  elegance  with  utility,  and  would  reflect  honour 
on  the  public  spirit  and  good  taste  of  the  founders,  and  accord 
with  the  wealth  and  consequence  of  Manchester.’  In  1825  the 
amount  subscribed  for  these  objects  was  ;^32, 000,  and  the  present 
land  was  purchased.  In  time,  all  the  funds  were  expended  on 
the  building,  including  the  sum  of  ;^7,ooo,  which  was  originally 
intended  to  have  formed  a  permanent  fund  for  the  purposes  of 
the  Institution.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  building  the  Insti¬ 
tution  was  duly  opened,  and  has  continued,  with  varying  success, 
until  the  present  time. 

“It  is  evident  from  these  facts  that  in  1825  the  enterprise  of  the 
founders  of  this  Institution  accomplished  that  which,  had  a 
Municipal  Corporation  existed,  it  might,  in  the  interests  of  Art, 
have  inaugurated ;  but,  created  by  individual  effort  and  self- 
sacriflee,  the  proprietary  nature  of  this  undertaking  became  a 
fundamental  characteristic  of  its  existence.  Since  that  period, 
however — by  the  introduction  of  municipal  institutions — by  the 
development  of  local  self-government — by  the  application  of  the 
powers  obtained  under  the  Library  and  Museum  Acts,  and  by 
the  formation  of  Government'-  Schools  of  Art  throughout  the 
country — entirely  new  powers  and  conditions,  as  affecting  Art 
and  Science,  have  been  created  and  organized,  the  practical 
value  of  which  is  universall}^  accepted  and  acknowledged. 

“  Upon  the  grounds  which  they  now  submit— the  importance  of 
which  the  Council  have  weighed  with  much  deliberation — they 
venture  to  suggest  that  a  scheme  may  be  formed  by  which, 
whilst  retaining  the  original  purposes  of  the  founders  and  all  the 
privileges  of  the  Governors,  a  new  impetus  may  be  given  to  the 
Royal  Manchester  Institution,  and  the  influences  of  Art  be 
accelerated  and  widely  extended.  The  time  seems  to  be 
opportune  ;  the  public  mind  is  actively  exercised  upon  a  variety 
of  proposals  having  for  their  object  the  creation  of  an  Art  gallery 
which  the  City  can  call  its  own,  and  there  is  a  general  consensus 
of  opinion  that  such  a  necessity  exists  and  should  be  supplied  by 
the  Corporation.’’ 

THE  WALKER  ART  GALLERY,  LIVERPOOL. 

The  Liverpool  Autumn  Exhibition  of  Pictures  entered  upon 
the  tenth  year  of  its  existence  on  Monday,  September  6th. 
What  is  termed  a  private  view  took  place  on  the  previous 
Saturday,  and  some  idea  of  its  popularity  may  be  gleaned  from 
the  fact  that  no  less  than  2,000  visitors  attended. 

From  a  comparatively  modest  commencement  this  exhibition 
has  grown  to  such  dimensions  as  to  be  regarded,  in  artistic 
circles  in  London  and  elsewhere,  as  only  second  in  importance 
to  the  great  national  display  at  Burlington  House.  A  glance 
at  the  catalogue  for  1880  shows  that  the  President  and  other 
prominent  Royal  Academicians,  together  with  most  of  the  lead¬ 
ing  artists  of  the  country,  have  contributed  important  w'orks. 

The  exhibition  was  inaugurated  in  the  year  1871,  in  the 
rooms  of  the  museum  presented  to  the  town  by  the  late  Sir 
William  Brown.  The  gentlemen  who  took  a  prominent  part  in 
its  establishment  were  those  who  still  control  its  operations, 
and  prominent  amongst  them  are  Alderman  Samuelson,  Mr. 
Philip  Henry  Rathbone,  and  Mr.  J.  A.  Picton,  assisted  by  some 
of  the  leading  resident  artists. 

The  Liverpool  Academy  of  Fine  Arts  for  many  years  pre¬ 
viously  held  periodical  exhibitions  of  more  or  less  importance, 
but,  from  the  usual  jealousies  that  arise  in  such  communities, 
they  at  last  came  to  an  end.  Mr.  Samuelson  and  others,  seeing 
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what  had  already  been  done  for  Art  in  Liverpool,  determined 
that  a  strong  effort  should  be  made  to  further  develop  a  taste 
for  good  pictures  in  the  town,  and  resolved  to  establish  an 
annual  exhibition  under  the  aegis  of  the  corporation,  which, 
by  being  free  from  the  professional  element,  would  be  strong 
enough  to  maintain  its  existence  without  danger  of  collapse 
from  internal  dissensions. 

The  result  has  been  eminently  successful,  as  will  be  gathered 
from  the  following  table,  compiled  from  the  published  reports 
of  the  Committee  of  the  Corporation  who  manage  this  depart¬ 
ment. 


Year. 

Amount  re¬ 
ceived  for 
Pictures 
sold. 

Single  Admissions. 

Season  Tickets. 

No. 

Amount. 

No. 

Amount. 

£ 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

1871 

6.395 

22,727 

928 

II 

0 

313 

61 

12 

0 

1872 

6,231 

22,890 

824 

15 

0 

332 

60 

6 

6 

1873 

7,402 

31,679 

895 

8 

0 

522 

96 

II 

0 

1874 

9,514 

36,429 

1,096 

9 

3 

795 

151 

16 

6 

1875 

12,299 

41,584 

1,288 

4 

6 

1,099 

210 

7 

0 

1876 

8,867 

44,409 

1,436 

17 

0 

1,074 

210 

3 

6 

1877 

10,963 

72,108 

2,347 

15 

3 

2,316 

443 

14 

0 

1878 

6,22s 

86,376 

2,718 

II 

6 

2,734 

528 

H 

6 

1879 

9.159 

69,102 

2,107 

5 

3 

2,991 

566 

7 

6 

77,055 

427,304 

13.643 

16 

9 

12,176 

2,329 

12 

6 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  sales  have 
averaged  £8,561  per  annum,  that  the  admissions  have  increased 
threefold  since  1871,  and  that  the  sale  of  season  tickets,  the 
most  legitimate  test  of  prosperity,  has  increased  from  313  in 
1871  to  2,991  in  1879. 

The  success  of  the  exhibition  gave  rise  to  a  desire  on  the 
part  of  many  persons  of  taste  that  an  Art  gallery  should  be 
erected  for  the  town,  and  various  sums  of  ;^i,ooo  were  pro¬ 
mised  by  wealthy  and  public-spirited  citizens.  Ultimately,  on 
the  elevation  of  Alderman  (now  Sir  Andrew)  Walker  to  the 
mayoralty,  he  announced  his  intention  of  building  an  Art 
gallery  at  his  own  cost,  and  presenting  it  to  the  town.  The 
gallery  was  completed  and  handed  over  to  the  corporation  in 
1877,  and  since  that  year  the  exhibition  has  been  held  there. 

In  selecting  and  hanging  the  pictures  the  utmost  fairness 
and  impartiality  are  aimed  at,  the  work  being  performed  by 
two  eminent  London  artists,  and  two  local  artists  nominated 
by  their  own  body  at  the  invitation  of  the  committee. 

Great  vigilance  is  exercised  to  exclude  all  pictures  offered 
for  sale  that  are  not  actually  the  property  of  the  artist,  so  that 
painters  may  be  placed  in  immediate  communication  with 
purchasers,  and  that  the  galleries  shall  not  be  converted  into  a 
show-room  for  dealers’  wares. 

The  profits  arising  from  the  exhibition,  which  are  consider¬ 
able,  are  spent  annually  in  the  purchase  of  works  of  Art  for 
the  permanent  collection,  which  has  already  assumed  important 
dimensions. 

The  exhibition  opens  on  the  first  Monday  in  September,  and 
closes  on  the  first  Saturday  in  December. 


NEWCASTLE-UPON-TYNE  ARTS  ASSOCIATION. 

This  association,  which  owes  its  existence  to  the  liberality  of 
Mr.  Charles  Mitchell,  of  Jesmond  Towers,  Newcastle-upon- 
Tyne,  was  formed  in  the  autumn  of  1878,  when  the  first  exhibi¬ 
tion,  comprising  some  seven  hundred  pictures,  was  thrown  open 
to  the  public.  The  sales  exceeded  ^4,000  in  two  months, 
and  the  admissions  were,  on  the  whole,  satisfactory.  The 
objects  of  the  Association  are  to  promote  a  taste  for  Art  gene¬ 
rally,  the  development  of  local  Art,  the  foundation  of  a  school  of 
artists,  and  the  establishment  of  a  permanent  Art  gallery  for 
the  town,  wherein  works  of  Art  can  be  placed  which  may  be 
presented  or  bequeathed.  The  annual  subscription  is  one 
guinea,  and  the  number  of  members  in  1880  slightly  exceeds 
the  first  year.  The  exhibitions  have  been  of  a  very  high  and 
gradually  increasing  character,  though  it  is  to  be  regretted  that 
the  sales  have  decreased,  owing  probably  to  the  unexampled 


commercial  depression  of  the  last  few  years.  The  badge,  or 
device,  assumed  by  the  association  is  an  angel  from  Marc 
Antonio’s  print  of  ‘  The  Martyrdom  of  St.  Felicita,’-  to  which  the 
motto  Palmam  qtii  mertcit  ferat  has  been  added.  The  present 
exhibition,  opened  on  the  27th  of  August,  quite  keeps  up  the 
character  of  the  association,  which  is  now  regarded  by  artists 
from  all  parts  as  one  of  the  institutions  of  the  country.  Unfor¬ 
tunately,  since  the  first  exhibition,  though,  as  before  mentioned, 
the  number  of  members  has  slightly  increased,  the  general 
public  appear  to  regard  the  movement  with  an  inexplicable 
apathy. 

The  Art  experiment  has  been  fairly  tried  in  Newcastle  through 
the  generosity  of  its  promoter,  and  it  remains  to  be  seen  whether 
the  success  of  the  present  exhibition  will  be  sufficient  to  warrant 
its  continuance. 

We  heartily  wish  the  promoters  of  this  association,  which 
numbers  among  its  patrons  and  committee  the  chief  noblemen 
and  gentlemen  of  the  county,  had  met  with  the  meed  of  success 
which  they  deserved,  but  the  present  difficulty  evidently  is  to 
create  a  feeling  for  good  Art  among  the  masses.  Hitherto 
two  exhibitions  have  been  held  in  each  year,  that  in  the  spring 
being  a  loan  collection  of  pictures,  bric-a-brac,  &c.,  generously 
lent  by  the  possessors  in  Northumberland  and  the  neighbour¬ 
ing  counties,  and  the  autumn  exhibition  being  confined  to  works 
contributed  by  artists  for  sale. 

No  account  of  this  association  would  be  complete  w’ithout 
mention  being  made  of  the  indefatigable  exertions  of  the  secre¬ 
tary,  Mr.  Joseph  Crawhall,  and  we  only  regret  that  his  labours 
have  at  present  been  so  ill  requited.  The  catalogue  and  the 
invitation  cards  have  from  the  outset  been  the  most  artistically 
designed  of  any  that  have  been  issued  for  any  exhibition,  and 
these,  we  understand,  have  also  been  compiled  and  designed 
by  Mr.  Crawhall. 


THE  LEEDS  FINE  ART  SOCIETY. 

This  the  most  recently  formed  of  the  provincial  Art  societies 
promises  to  be  one  of  the  most  successful.  The  following  is 
the  report  of  the  first  exhibition  held  by  them : — “  The  exhi¬ 
bition  which  closed  on  the  4th  of  August  was  intended,  in  the 
first  instance,  to  have  been  one  of  pictures  and  drawings  on  loan, 
and  the  period  during  which  it  was  to  remain  open  was  fixed  at 
only  two  months,  so  that  ample  time  would  be  afforded  to 
organize  an  autumn  exhibition  of  works  sent  solely  from  studios 
of  artists,  and  for  sale.  It  was  found  by  the  executive  that  the 
large  number  of  works  required  to  cover  the  walls  of  the  gallery 
were  not  easily  forthcoming,  and  under  these  circumstances  the 
executive  felt  compelled  to  appeal  to  artists  for  pictures,  draw¬ 
ings,  and  other  objects.  The  result  was  that  a  large  number  of 
works  were  sent  to  the  galleries  for  inspection,  and  many 
hundreds  of  works,  which  the  selection  committee  were  very 
sorry  to  reject,  had  to  be  returned,  simply  because  the  number 
sent  was  so  much  larger  that  they  could  not  by  any  possible 
means  be  accommodated.  As  it  was,  1,313  objects  were  ex¬ 
hibited.  Amongst  these  was  a  collection  of  ninety-six  drawings, 
illustrative  of  the  earlier  stages  of  the  water-colour  art,  lent  by 
the  authorities  at  South  Kensington  ;  a  collection  of  forty-six 
drawings  by  artists  of  renown  in  water-colour  painting,  lent  by  Mr. 
Orrock,  of  London  ;  a  third  collection,  lent  by  Lord  Feversham, 
of  nineteen  drawings  by  Edwin  Landseer,  R.A.  ;  and  also  a  col¬ 
lection  of  nearly  thirty  drawings,  of  great  excellence,  lent  by  Mr. 
Carr,  of  Leeds.  The  executive  are  also  much  indebted  to  John 
Rhodes,  Esq.,  A.  S.  Dixon,  Esq.,  J.  Fraser,  Esq.,  J.  C.  Taylor, 
Esq.,  J.  Kitson,  Esq.,  jun.,  John  Barran,  Esq.,  jun.,  in  Leeds, 
and  several  gentlemen  in  Huddersfield  and  other  places,  for 
their  kind  and  valuable  contributions  of  works  of  Art.  In  all, 
327  pictures  and  drawings  were  contributed  from  private  collec¬ 
tions  on  loan.  The  remaining  works,  nearly  1,000  in  number, 
were  sent  by  artists,  and  were  for  sale.  Of  this  number  more 
than  130  works,  being  iz\  per  cent,  of  the  whole  number  for  sale, 
have  been  sold.  '  The  value  of  these  works  approaches  ;^2,ooo, 
and  the  commission  for  sale  realised  by  the  society  to  ;^86. 
This  statement  must  be  regarded  with  considerable  satis- 
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faction  ;  considering  that  this  is  the  first  exhibition,  and  that  it 
was  open  only  two  months,  both  the  society  and  the  artists 
generally  have  reason  to  feel  gratified  at  the  number  of  works 
that  have  exchanged  hands.  The  exhibition  was  opened  on  the 
1st  of  June,  by  Sir  P.  Cunliffe  Owen,  C.B.,  &c.,  in  the  pre¬ 
sence  of  a  distinguished  company.  Sir  Philip  being  afterwards 
entertained  at  dinner  by  the  society.  During  the  evening  a 
conversazione  was  held  in  the  exhibition  galleries,  at  which 
nearly  600  members  and  friends  were  present.  The  number  of 
members  at  present  is  487,  consisting  of  266  who  annually 
subscribe  a  guinea  and  upwards,  and  221  who  subscribe  7s.  6d. 
each.  The  exhibition  has  been  open  to  the  public  on  fifty-five 
days,  and  the  number  of  admissions  on  those  days  upwards  of 
30,000,  giving  an  average  for  each  day  at  about  550  visitors. 
These  numbers  are  made  up  as  follows  : — 2,297  at  is.  each. 


8,165  6d.,  14,156  at  3d.  each,  and  the  remainder  of  members 

and  students  of  the  School  of  Art,  the  latter  having  granted  to 
them  the  privilege  of  free  admission  on  Tuesdays  and  Thurs¬ 
days.  The  receipts  from  subscriptions  of  members  and  the 
admission  fees  are  slightly  in  excess  of  ^900 ;  to  this  must 
be  added  ;^i37  9s.  for  sale  of  catalogues  and  the  ‘  Notes  on 
the  Historical  Collection  of  Water-Colour  Drawings.’  The 
commission  on  the  sale  of  pictures  and  other  items  bring  the 
gross  total  up  to  nearly  ^1,150.”  The  autumn  exhibition,  which 
opened  in  October,  will  continue  until  Christmas,  and  it  is 
expected  from  the  greatly  increased  interest  and  support  exhi¬ 
bited  by  the  public  since  the  early  stages  of  last  exhibition, 
that  by  the  end  of  the  year  the  society  will  be  on  a  thoroughly 
secure  basis,  both  as  to  its  financial  position  and  the  status  of 
its  artistic  worth  and  usefulness. 


- ^1  iO  >  ^  - 

THE  BERLIN  ROYAL  ACADEMY  OF  ARTS. 


IT  will  surprise  many  a  traveller  who  in  his  annual  autumn 
wanderings  passes  through  the  capital  of  the  German 
empire  to  find  that  the  month  of  September  is  the  one  chosen 
for  the  opening  of  the  Royal  Academy  there.  In  seasons,  per¬ 
haps,  more  than  in  aught  else,  Art  fashion  is  most  capricious, 
generally  selecting  the  time  when  galleries  are  hottest,  and 
people  least  disposed  for  indoor  exercise,  for  their  yearly  displays. 
The  tourist  this  year  may,  if  he  have  not  already  had  a  surfeit 
of  picture-seeing,  have  plenty  of  opportunity  of  judging  foreign 
Art ;  for  at  Ghent,  Brussels,  and  Diisseldorf  there  are  displays 
of  works  of  Art  which  may  be  numbered  by  thousands,  and  which 
have  naturally  had  a  bad  effect  on  our  show  at  Berlin. 

This,  the  fifty-fourth  exhibition,  is  held  in  a  temporary  build¬ 
ing,  which,  however,  finds  room  for  over  one  thousand  works  of 
Art.  Here,  as  in  Paris,  a  large  number  of  artists  are  hors 
co7icours,  and  their  works  have  not  to  undergo  examination  by 
the  hanging  committee,  who  this  year  slaughtered  one  thousand 
out  of  the  thirteen  hundred  works  submitted  to  them,  and  even 
then  were  hardly  as  strict  as  they  might  have  been.  The 
principal  pictures  are  ‘  Othello  relating  his  Aventures  to  Desde- 
mona  and  her  Father,  Brabantio  Professor  Becker  has  laid  the 
scene  of  this  his  chef-d' ceiLvre  in  a  colonnade  facing  the  city  of 
Venice  ;  Othello,  leaning  against  the  balustrade,  is  in  the  midst 
of  narrating  his  hair-breadth  escapes  to  Brabantio  and  his 


1  daughter.  The  composition  is  fine,  and  the  colouring  rich 
and  harmonious.  Professor  Ludwig  Knaus  has  a  picture  of 
‘  The  Unwelcome  Customer,’  the  old  story  of  the  dog  running 
away  with  a  piece  of  meat ;  however,  it  affords  an  opportunity 
for  a  very  realistic  rendering  of  a  side  of  beef,  which  is,  suspended 
outside  the  shop.  Yet  another  professor,  Anton  von  Werne, 
has  a  large  battle  subject  of  the  storming  of  the  Spicheren 
Heights ;  also  a  portrait  picture  of  the  baptism  of  his  child,  to 
which  the  Crown  Princess  acted  as  sponsor :  the  veteran  Von 
Moltke  is  the  principal  figure  in  a  group  in  which  all  are  nota¬ 
bilities.  That  enormous  canvases  are  not  inadmissible  is  evident 
fi'om  the  ‘  Gloria  Victor!,’  by  Binck,  and  Brozik’s  ‘  The  Arrival  of 
the  Ambassadors  of  Ladislaus,  King  of  Hungary,  at  the  Court  of 
Charles  VII.  to  ask  his  Daughter’s  Hand  for  their  King.’  ‘Job  ’ 
has  been  selected  as  a  subject  here,  as  in  the  Saloji  at  Paris; 
here  the  author  of  the  picture  is  Professor  Max  Michael. 

Landscapes  are  not  the  strongest  part  of  the  exhibition,  nor 
are  they  so  numerous  a  contingent  as  in  London  exhibitions, 
but  portraits  abound,  and  it  is  needless  to  say  that  the  Kaiser 
and  Prinz  Bismarck  have  their  fair  share  of  representation. 

The  English  school  of  painting  is  more  numerously  repre¬ 
sented  than  that  of  other  foreign  nations,  and  includes  the 
names  of  the  following  Academicians  : — Alma-Tadema,  Elmore, 
Storey,  Sir  John  Gilbert,  and  Dobson. 


■>-« — ^  < 


A  VISIT  FROM  THE  INQUISITORS. 


D.  W.  'WvNFiELD,  Painter.  - » 

VERSATILITY  of  subject  is  certainly  not  one  of  the  least 
attractive  qualities  of  Mr.  Wynfield’s  pencil :  his  many 
contributions  to  the  exhibitions  of  the  Royal  Academy  have 
been  most  varied — grave  and  gay,  historical  and  domestic, 
secular  and  scriptural :  among  them  we  call  to  mind  ‘  David 
playing  before  Saul,’  ‘  Atlast,  Mother!  ’  ‘  Sunny  Hours,’  ‘  Death 
of  Cromwell,’  ‘The  Rich  Widow,’  ‘Murdered  Buckingham,’ 
&c.  Mr.  Wynfield  is  a  nephew  of  Sir  David  Wilkie,  and  the 
mantle  of  Wilkie  has,  in  a  certain  way,  fallen  upon  the  shoulders 
of  his  descendant ;  but  whereas  by  far  the  larger  number  of 
scenes  painted  by  the  distinguished  Scotch  artist  were  sugges¬ 
tive  of  mirth  and  merriment,  Mr.  Wynfield  more  often  transfers 
to  his  canvases  events  of  a  solemn  character.  The  terrible  trage¬ 
dies  enacted  under  the  sanction,  and  indeed  by  direction,  of  the 
Holy  Office  have  been  frequently  the  themes  of  English  pictures. 
The  persecutions  of  the  earlier  Christians — of  the  Waldenses,  the 
Albigenses,  the  Fluguenots,  the  Scotch  Covenanters,  the  English 
Calvinists — have  all  been  again  and  again  vividly  presented  to  us 


_  J.  Godfrey,  Engraver. 

on  canvas  ;  and  when  we  remember  it  has  been  computed  that 
more  than  320,000  individuals  in  Spain  alone  suffered  under  the 
I  order  of  the  Inquisition,  w'e  can  well  understand  how  many  inci¬ 
dents  would  be  suggested  full  of  artistic,  yet  barbarous,  effect. 

Mr.  Wynfield,  whose  picture  was  exhibited  at  the  Ro3ral 
Academy  in  1874,  introduced  it  in  the  catalogue  with  an  anony¬ 
mous  quotation  as  follows: — “The  ministers  of  the  Reformed 
Churches  would  pass  secretly  from  household  to  household  of 
the  Protestants  to  preach,  pray,  and  minister  the  sacraments. 
These  w'ere  the  occasions  on  which  the  ‘  Holy  Office’  sought 
especially  to  discover  and  arrest  suspected  heretics.’’  The 
artist  has  here  striven  to  place  in  strong  contrast  the  calm, 
comparatively  unalarmed  piety  of  the  Protestants,  and  the 
crafty  suspicions  of  the  priests,  guarded  though  they  be  by 
mailed  soldiers.  A  sound  of  footsteps  has  aw'akened  a  feeling 
of  alarm  in  one  of  the  household — alarm  too  surely  w-ith  occa¬ 
sion,  for  ere  the  prayer  is  ended  the  horrors  of  the  dungeon  and 
torture  will  surround  these  faithful  people. 
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EDUCATION  IN  EGYPT. 

By  EDWARD  THOMAS  ROGERS,  Esq.,  late  H.M.  Consul  at  Cairo,  and  his  Sister,  MARY  ELIZA  ROGERS. 

The  Drawings  by  George  L.  Seymour. 


NE  of  the  greatest  im¬ 
pediments  to  peaceful 
progress  in  countries 
where  Muhammedan- 
ism  is  the  national 
religion  is  that  the 
education  of  the  peo¬ 
ple  is  necessarily  re¬ 
stricted  and  cramped, 
it  being  based  ex¬ 
clusively  on  the  Kuran 
and  its  numerous  ela¬ 
borate  commentaries. 
The  Kuran,  from  the 
earliest  ages  of  Islam, 
has  been  the  sole  basis 
of  Muhammedan  ju¬ 
risprudence,  and  all 
the  rules  of  Arabic 
grammar  and  rhetoric 
are  derived  from  its 
poetic  diction.  What¬ 
ever  is  not  contained 
in,  or  confirmed  by, 
the  teaching  of  the 
Kuran,  is  by  the  true 
believer  regarded  not 
only  as  unnecessary, 
but  as  absolutely  un¬ 
worthy  to  be  taught. 
In  order  that  a  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Kuran  should  be  widely  disseminated,  almost  every 
mosque  and  drinking  fountain,  whether  in  town  or  village,  had 
a  small  school  attached  to  it,  in  which  children  of  the  middle 
and  lower  classes  were  taught  to  recite  or  to  read  the  sacred 
volume. 

Egypt,  and  especially  Cairo,  was  very  extensively  provided 
with  such  establishments.  The  smaller  mosque  schools  are 
often  alluded  to  by  Arab  historians  as  having  been  founded  by 
pious  benefactors  for  the  education  of  Muhammedan  orphans, 
but  with  the  gradual  decay  or  absorption  of  the  foundations  they 
in  course  of  time  degenerated,  and  many  were  closed.  (For  an 
example  and  description  of  a  disused  mosque  school,  or  medreseh, 
see  pages  167  and  168.)  In  these  primitive  schools  little  wooden 
boards,  about  the  size  of  ordinary  school  slates,  painted  white, 
served  instead  of  books,  the  lessons  being  written  upon  them  in 
ink  by  the  schoolmaster,  and  renewed  from  time  to  time. 
The  children,  seated  on  the  floor  in  a  circle  or  in  rows,  recited 
their  lessons  all  at  the  same  time,  rocking  their  bodies  unceas¬ 
ingly  to  and  fro,  or  swaying  from  side  to  side,  each  one  chant¬ 
ing  at  the  top  of  his  voice  his  own  particular  lesson,  without 
regard  to  the  others.  The  noise  thus  produced,  as  may  be 
easily  imagined,  was  almost  deafening,  and  it  is  said  that  the 
sheikhs  employed  to  supei'intend  these  lessons  often  became 
completely  bewildered  and  lost  their  senses,  or  fell  early  into 
second  childhood,  so  that  the  epithet,  “  a  teacher  of  children,” 
became  a  term  of  reproach,  implying  dementia.  In  some  in¬ 
stances,  in  the  schools  that  were  more  neglected  than  others, 
the  sheikh  himself  could  not  read,  and  in  many  he  was  unable 
to  write,  but  having  committed  the  Kuran  to  memory,  he  was 
enabled  to  teach  it  by  heart  to  his  pupils,  who  were  instructed 
to  repeat  it  after  him  aloud,  and  all  together. 

In  addition,  however,  to  this  elementary  education,  there  were 
higher  schools  in  some  of  the  more  important  mosques,  in  which 
1880. 


grammar,  literature,  poetry,  logic,  jurisprudence,  according  to 
the  four  Muhammedan  rites,  the  unity  of  God,  the  commentaries 


House  Door,  showing  a  Wooden  Lock  of  the  old  Egyptian  pattern. 


on  the  Kuran,  and  the  traditions  of  the  Prophet  Muhammed 
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were  studied  with  great  assiduity.  Several  such  colleges  still 
e.xist  in  Egypt,  but  the  one  which  may  be  called  the  University, 
and  which  has  flourished  successfully  for  more  than  nine  centu¬ 
ries,  is  that  in  the  Mosque  al-Azhar,  which  was  founded  by 
Gawhar  (a  Sicilian  by  birth).  Generalissimo  of  the  Fatimite 
army,  shortly  after  his  invasion  of  Egypt.  (For  a  description  of 
this  mosque  see  page  77.) 

ROGRESS  became  pos¬ 
sible  for  Egypt  when 
Muhammed  Ali,  who, 
though  illiterate,  was  a 
man  of  true  genius,  re¬ 
cognised  that  a  more 
extended  and  different 
kind  of  education  was 
necessary  for  his  people, 
to  suit  the  requirements 
of  the  age,  and  to  enable 
them  to  keep  pace  with 
European  nations.  He 
did  not  hesitate  to  act 
upon  this  conviction,  but 
broke  down  the  ancient 
barriers  by  establishing 
schools  of  a  higher 
order,  and  with  oppor¬ 
tunities  fora  wider  range 
of  study  than  the  Kuran 
sanctioned.  He  also 
sent  a  number  of  young 
men  to  England,  France, 
and  Italy  to  study  the 
languages  of  those 
countries  and  some  spe¬ 
cial  profession,  such  as 
mechanical  engineer¬ 
ing,  navigation,  military 
tactics,  or  medicine. 
But  unfortunately  during  the  reigns  of  his  successors,  ’Abbas 
Pasha  and  Said  Pasha,  the  new  schools  were  much  neglected, 

and  eventually  closed  ;  and  the 
young  Egyptians  who  had  been 
educated  in  Europe  in  various 
branches  of  Art  or  science  were, 
on  their  return  to  Egypt  after 
the  death  of  their  patron,  ap¬ 
pointed  to  positions  in  which 
their  acquirements  had  no 
scope. 

It  remained  for  the  ex- Khe¬ 
dive  Ismail  Pasha  to  carry  out 
his  grandfather’s  desire,  and  to 
give  to  public  instruction  a 
new  impulse.  He  established 
a  Ministry  of  Public  Instruc¬ 
tion,  under  whose  guidance 
most  of  the  mosque  schools 
were  improved,  and  many  that 
had  been  closed  were  reopened, 
and  to  the  simple  reading  and 
reciting  of  the  Kuran  were 
added  elementary  instruction 
in  Arabic  grammar,  writing, 
and  arithmetic.  In  a  rather 
higher  grade  about  a  dozen 
schools  were  established  in 
Cairo,  Alexandria,  and  some  of 
the  provincial  towns  by  the 
bounty  of  private  individuals, 
and  these  were  also  placed 
under  the  guidance  of  the  same  ministry.  In  these,  Arabic 
grammar,  reading,  writing,  Turkish,  French,  arithmetic,  algebra. 


Specimen  of  Black  Pottery  made  at 
Asiont. 


geometry,  geography,  history,  drawing,  and  the  Kuran,  with  its 
commentaries,  are  taught.  A  still  higher  and  wider  range  of 
study  is  given,  and  special  classes  are  established  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  Civil  Schools,  namely,  the  Polytechnic,  the  School  of  Sur¬ 
veying,  the  School  of  Book-keeping,  the  School  of  Art,  the  School 
of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy  (to  which  is  attached  a  female  School 
of  Midwifery,  Vv'hich  is  recruited  from  the  girls’  school),  the 
School  of  Trade,  and  the  School  of  Languages. 

In  the  year  1874  a  special  school  for  the  blind  was  founded  by 
Ismail  Pasha,  and  under  an  able  direction  this  institution  has 
been  an  immense  boon  to  hundreds  of  natives  of  both  sexes, 
who  have  not  only  been  taught  reading,  waiting,  and  arithmetic, 
ui^on  systems  invented  by  the  director,  but  also  some  useful 
handicraft,  such  as  mat-making,  turning,  knitting,  &c.,  and  are 


A  Cairo  Shopkeeper 


thus  enabled,  when  they  leave  school,  to  contribute  to  their  own 
support. 

A  school  is  now  being  formed  for  the  deaf  and  dumb.  By  the 
bounty  of  one  of  the  princesses,  the  third  wife  of  the  ex-Khedive 
Ismail  Pasha,  a  girls’  school  was  established  in  the  3^ear  1873, 
at  which  there  are  between  three  and  four  hundred  pupils.  At 
first  tlie  parents  were  naturally  reluctant  to  send  their  daughters 
to  this  establishment,  and  for  severaMveeks  the  list  of  the  pupils’ 
names  was  very  short ;  but  after  a  time  scruples  were  overcome, 
and  the  applications  for  admission  were  soon  too  numerous  to 
be  complied  with,  for  there  was  not  sufficient  accommodation  for 
all  the  candidates. 

Besides  these  Government  schools,  we  must  bear  in  mind  the 
immense  results  obtained  by  those  established  and  supported 
by  native  non-Muhammedan  communities  and  by  foreign  mis- 
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sions.  In  the  former  category  we  have  the  Coptic  schools  and 
the  Greek  schools  for  both  sexes,  which  have  done,  and  are 
doing,  much  good ;  and  in  the  latter  category  must  be  notably 
mentioned  those  conducted  respectively  by  the  Roman  Catholic 
community,  by  Miss  Whately,  the  American  missionaries,  and 
by  the  German  pastor.  Thus  during  the  reign  of  the  ex-Khedive 


the  number  of  pupils  under  instruction  in  Egypt  was  greatly 
augmented.  The  following  figures  show  their  aggregate  number, 
including  those  in  mosque  schools,  Government  civil  schools, 
and  in  the  educational  establishments  of  native  and  foreign 
religious  communities: — In  1875  there  were  4,817  schocls,  and 
140,977  pupils;  in  1879  there  were  5,562  schools,  and  167,175 


07-ie  of  the  so-called  Tofnbs  of  the  Mamluks,  South  of  Cairo.  [See page  165.) 


pupils.  Every  year  some  of  the  most  promising  pupils  who  have 
passed  satisfactorily  through  the  Government  civil  schools 
are. sent,  at  the  expense  of  Government,  to  France,  in  order  to 
complete  their  studies  in  medicine  or  in  law ;  and  -many  of  these 
return. with  well-merited  diplomas  from, the  colleges  in  Paris, 
Aix,  and  Montpellier. 


We  have  not  yet  alluded  to  the  military  schools  (which  are,, 
however,  a  very  important  feature  in  the  general  education  of 
the  country),  because  they  are  necessarily  very  fluctuating,  and 
it  is  not  easy  to  obtain  correct  statistics.  Besides  the  school  of 
cadets,  which  is  principally  recruited  from  the  upper  classes 
of  the  civil  schools,  every  regiment  has  its  school,  and  by  a 
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standing  order  no  illiterate  private  is  ever  raised  from  the  ranks, 
so  that  now  every  non-commissioned  officer  can  read  and  write. 
When  these  regiments  are  disbanded,  or  the  soldiers  have 
served  their  term,  they  return  to  their  villages,  to  resume  the 

occupations  of  peasants,  but  they  take  with  them  a  new  power _ 

the  newly  acquired  art  of  reading. 


The  thirst  for  knowledge  has  now  taken  root  in  Egypt,  and  the 
supply  of  mental  food  is  steadily  keeping  pace  with  the  demand. 
Scientific  and  literary  periodicals,  dictionaries  and  cyclopsedias 
in  the  Arabic  language,  published  in  Beirout  and  in  Boulak, 
many  of  which  are  illustrated,  have  supplemented  the  school 
teaching,  and  added  immensely  to  the  instruction  of  the 


Entrance  to  an  Old  House  at  the  end  of  c  narrow  By-way  in  Cairo.  {See page  213.) 


Egyptians.  The  publication  of  numerous  Arabic  newspapers 
has  given  to  the  Egyptians  insight  into  public  affairs  and 
new  aspirations.  The  late  Khedive  may  be  said  to  have  given 
the  impulse  to  this  intellectual  awakening,  and  happily  his  son, 
Towfik  Pasha,  the  present  ruler  of  Egypt,  and  his  ministry,  are 
determined  to  foster  it.  His  Highness  evinces  great  interest 


in  the  education  of  all  classes  of  his  people,  and  he  maintains 
at  his  own  e.xpense  an  e.xcellent  establishment  on  his  estate 
at  Kubba,  north-east  of  Cairo.  He  is  especially  desirous  to 
promote  female  education,  which  his  Highness  and  a  few  of 
the  advanced  leaders  of  thought  in  Egypt  now  regard  as  one 
of  the  most  important  elements  of  civilisation. 
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THE  PROCESS  OF  MODERN  FRESCO  PAINTING. 

- < - 


The  adoption  by  Sir  Frederick  Leighton,  P.R.A.,  in  his  fresco 
in  the  South  Kensington  Museum — described  by  us  at  page 
179  of  this  volume — of  Mr.  Gambier  Parry’s  Spirit  Process,  has 
resulted  in  the  Committee  of  Council  on  Education  issuing  an 
authentic  account  of  it ;  we  have,  therefore,  thought  it  desirable 
to  reprint  it  in  extenso  for  the  information  of  the  many  by  whom 
the  so-called  secret  has  so  oftentimes  of  late  been  discussed, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  the  artist  who  may  wish  to  use  it.  . 

SPIRIT  FRESCO. 

Spirit  fresco  painting  is  not  the  mere  addition  of  one  more 
medium  to  the  many  already  known,  but  a  system,  complete 
from  the  first  preparation  of  a  wall  to  the  last  touch  of  the  artist. 
The  advantages  which  it  ventures  to  offer  are — (i)  Durability 
(the  principal  materials  being  all  but  imperishable) ;  (2)  Power 
to  resist  external  damp  and  changes  of  temperature  ;  (3)  Lumi¬ 
nous  effect ;  (4)  A  dead  surface  ;  (5)  Freedom  from  all  chemical 
action  on  colours. 

It  is  designed  mainly  for  purposes  of  great  works  on  walls,  and 
to  afford  to  monumental  art  in  this  country  the  advantages  pecu¬ 
liar  to  the  various  systems  of  buon  fresco,  tempera,  oil,  the  true 
encaustic,  and  water  glass,  with  freedom  from  those  objections  to 
them  which  are  due  to  the  dampness  and  darkness  of  our  climate. 

I  am  the  more  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  sending  5mu  a  full 
explanation  of  the  system,  because  its  manifest  advantages  in 
rapid  drying  and  dead  surface  have  led  to  the  production  of 
works  of  considerable  importance,  which,  though  professedly  in 
spirit  fresco,  have  been  executed  with  the  commercial  consi¬ 
deration  of  time  and  cost;  these,  depending  on  superficial 
effect,  and  being  liable  to  perish  from  want  of  consistency, 
might  bring  the  system  into  disrepute. 

The  Wall  Surface. 

The  surface  to  be  painted  must  be  perfectly  dry  and  porous. 
The  best  is  good  common  stucco,  precisely  the  same  as  that 
always  used  for  buon  fresco,  viz.  two  parts  of  thoroughly  slaked 
lime  and  three  of  perfectly  washed  gritty  sand.  For  a  great 
work  this  might  be  purposely  prepared  ;  but  for  ordinary  work 
the  common  plaster  (stucco),  in  the  interior  of  buildings  care¬ 
fully  executed,  may  be  trusted.  The  one  primary  necessity  is 
that  it  should  be  left  with  its  natural  surface,  its  porous  quality 
being  absolutely  essential.  All  smoothing  process  or  "float¬ 
ing”  destroys  this  quality.  All  cements  must  be  avoided,  some 
of  them  having  too  hard  and  smooth  a  surface,  and  consequently 
being  devoid  of  all  key  or  means  of  attachment  for  colours,  and 
others  being  liable  to  effiorescence  and  chemical  action.  The 
next  best  surface,  after  that  of  stucco  on  a  wall  of  good  dry 
brick,  is  that  of  coarse  and  porous  Bath  stone,  or  any  other  free 
stone  with  that  essential  quality ;  all  sand-papering  or  other 
process  being  objectionable  from  its  filling  the  pores  of  the  stone 
with  powder. 

The  Medium  and  Preparation  of  Colours. 

Take,  in  any  multiple  of  these  proportions,  according  to  the 
quantity  required  for  a  work  : — 

Elemi  resin  {^Gum  elemi')  .  .  2  oz.  ) 

Pure  white  wax  .  .  .  .  4  oz.  ) 

Oil  of  spike  lavender  .  .  .  8  oz.  I  liquid 

Finest  preparation  of  artist’s  copal .  20  oz.  j  measure. 

(If  a  stronger  kind  of  copal  is  used  18  oz.  are  sufficient.) 

With  these  materials,  incorporated  by  heat,  all  colours,  in 
dry  ^powder,  must  be  mixed,  and  the  most  convenient  system  is 
to  do  so  precisely  as  oil  colours  are  mixed  on  a  slab,  and  put  into 
tubes.  The  colours  keep  in  this  way  for  many  years.  I  have  many 
in  tubes  above  twenty  years  old,  as  fresh  as  when  put  there. 

The  proper  method  of  compounding  this  medium  is  this. 
Two  pots,  one  small,  one  large,  a  long  spoon,  and  a  charcoal 
stove  are  required.  Take  2  oz.  of  elemi  resin,  and  melt  them  in 
1880. 


2  oz.  of  rectified  turpentine  in  the  small  pot  or  saucepan  over 
the  charcoal,  and  strain  when  quite  liquid  through  muslin  (to 
clear  it  of  pieces  of  leaves  and  bark)  into  the  larger  pot.  This 
is  most  conveniently  of  copper.  The  one  I  use  is  6  inches 
across  and  18  inches  high,  with  a  flange  near  the  bottom  to 
make  it  stand  securely  on  the  charcoal.  Into. this  put  4  oz.  of 
white  wax  in  small  pieces,  and  melt  with  the  elemi.  When 
melted,  add  20  oz.  of  copal,  and  boil  all  together  to  a  white 
foam,  stirring  well  with  a  spoon  reaching  to  the  bottom  ;  remove 
from  the  fire  and  boil  again.  Immediately  before  the  last 
removal  from  the  fire  add  8  oz.  of  spike  oil.  This  volatile  ingre¬ 
dient  would  be  wasted  if  added  sooner  and  boiled. 

N.B. — It  is  necessary  to  be  extremely  careful  lest  any  spark  from 
the  charcoal  (no  flame  being  allowed)  should  ignite  the  liquid,  every 
ingredient  being  inflammable.  It  should  be  done  out  of  doors. 

Decant  through  a  funnel  into  strong  dear  glass  bottles,  that 
the  condition  of  the  medium  may  be  clearly  visible  before  use, 
the  quart  size  being  the  most  convenient,  and  leave  uncorked 
to  cool.  When  used,  the  bottles  may  require  shaking;  not  that 
the  materials  will  ever  again  disintegrate,  but  from  the  weight 
of  the  wax  they  will  tend  to  thicken  at  the  bottom. 

Preparation  of  the  Wall  Surface. 

Choose  a  time  of  dry  and  warm  weather.  Dilute  the  amount 
of  medium  required  in  once  a7id  a  half  its  bulk  of  good  turpen¬ 
tine.  The  mixture  is  more  effective  if  compounded  by  heat, 
which  is  very  easily  done  in  a  large  iron  caldron  over  charcoal 
free  from  flame  ;  and  the  “  wall  wash  ”  thus  made  can  be  kept 
for  any  time  in  large  bottles.  (If  kept  in  tins  for  any  length  of 
time  its  condition  for  use  would  be  hidden.)  With  this  wash  let 
the  surface  of  the  wall  be  well  saturated,  the  liquid  being  dashed 
against  it  rather  than  merely  washed  over  it.  After  two  days’ 
interval  this  must  be  repeated.  After  a  few  days  left  for  evapo¬ 
ration,  mix  equal  quantities  of  pure  whitelead  (in  powder)  and 
of  gilder’s  whiting  (common  whiting  being  often  full  of  large 
grits  and  too  strong  of  lime)  in  the  medium,  slightly  diluted 
with  about  a  third  of  turpentine,  and  paint  the  surface  thickly, 
and  when  sufficiently  evaporated  to  bear  a  second  coat,  add  it 
as  thickly  as  a  brush  can  lay  it.  This,  when  dry,  for  which  two 
or  three  weeks  may  be  required,  produces  a  perfect  surface — so 
white  that  colours  upon  it  have  all  the  internal  light  of  buon 
fresco  and  the  transparency  of  pure  water  colours — and  it  is  so 
absorbent  that  their  attachment  is  complete. 

Method  of  Painting. 

Paint  boldly  and  simply  as  in  buon  fresco ;  as  much  as  pos¬ 
sible  alia  prima,  and  with  much  body ;  and  use  pure  oil  of 
spike  in  your  dipper  freely.  Decision  is  very  necessary,  because 
by  much  harassing  the  surface  the  materials  are  liable  to  be 
disintegrated,  the  resins  rise  to  the  surface,  and  perfect  dead¬ 
ness  is  lost.  If  the  surface  has  been  left  for  so  long  as  to  have 
become  quite  hard,  wash  over  the  part  for  the  morning’s  work 
with  pure  spike  oil,  to  melt  the  surface  (hence  the  name  spirit 
fresco),  and  prepare  it  to  incorporate  the  colours  painted  into  it. 
If  any  part  requires  second  painting  the  next  day,  do  not  wash 
again  with  spike  oil,  it  is  liable  to  bring  the  resins  to  the  sur¬ 
face,  but  use  plenty  of  spike  oil  in  your  dipper,  as  a  water-colour 
painter  uses  water.  Paint  rather  solidly  than  transparently. 
Transparent  glazing  is  less  likely  to  dry  dead  than  colours  used 
with  whitelead. 

The  rationale  of  the  painting  is  therefore  this,  that  the 
colours  in  powder  being  incorporated  with  material  identical 
with  that  which  has  already  sunk  deep  into  the  pores  of  the 
wall  surface,  and  has  hardened  there  by  the  evaporation  of  the 
turpentine  vehicle,  may  be  regarded  as  belonging  to  the  mass 
of  the  wall  itself,  and  not  as  mere  superficial  applications.  This 
result  is  produced  by  the  spike  oil  being  the  one  common  solvent 
of  all  the  materials,  which  turpentine  is  not ;  the  moment  the 
painter’s  brush  touches  the  surface  (already  softened,  if  neces- 
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sary,  for  the  day’s  work)  it  opens  to  receive  the  colours,  and  on 
the  rapid  evaporation  of  the  spike  oil  it  closes  them  in,  and  thus 
the  work  is  done. 

Important  Cautions. 

Take  care  that  the  spike  oil  or  turpentine  does  not  run  down, 
or  by  any  carelessness  be  sprinkled  on  any  finished  work.  It 
produces  a  shine  by  bringing  up  the  resins,  and  is  indelible, 
except  by  solid  overpainting.  Very  clean  habits  are  necessaiy, 
for  every  ingredient  is  so  sticky  that  unless  the  brushes,  palette, 
&c.,  are  thoroughly  cleaned  with  turpentine  at  the  close  of 
every  day’s  work,  the  result  is  great  discomfort. 

Pure7iess  of  materials  is  as  absolutely  necessary  as  it  is 
difficult  to  insure.  The  white  wax  commonly  sold  by  chemists 
is  a  base  compound  of  spermaceti,  &c.,  with  wax.  Brecknell 
and  Turner,  wax  chandlers,  Haymarket,  prepare  pure  wax  for 
artists  and  other  purposes.  Spike  oil  is  too  commonly  no  more 
than  turpentine  with  a  little  lavender  put  into  it.  Copal  is  of 
all  sorts  and  qualities,  from  the  purest  artist’s  preparation  to 
the  strong  body  copal  of  coachmakers,  which  is  commonly  not 
copal  at  all,  but  anime,  a  hard  fossil  resin. 

Let  all  preparations  of  the  surface  and  rubbing  up  of  the 
colours  for  tubes  be  overlooked  by  the  artist,  as  in  old  days 
when  the  technical  work  was  done  in  the  artist’s  own  “  bot- 
tega.”  A  thoroughly  respectable  colourman,  interested  in 
serving  the  artist,  may  be  trusted,  but  the  colourman’s  man 
(somewhere  else)  most  certainly  is  not.  The  colours  dry  so  rapidly 
while  he  is  rubbing  them  up  on  the  slab,  that  he  is  tempted 
to  dilute  them  with  turpentine,  and  thus  destroy  their  power  and 
consistency,  which  the  use  of  pure  medium  alone  insures. 

Result. 

All  this  sounds  very  complicated  and  troublesome  in  descrip¬ 
tion,  but  in  practice,  when  once  e7i  trai7i,  it  is  perfectly 
simple  and  easy.  I  do  not  pretend  that  it  is  a  cheap  method, 
or  free  from  all  trouble,  but  that  trouble  is  as  nothing  in  com¬ 
parison  with  buon  fresco  painting  and  several  other  methods. 
If  this  system  is  really  what,  after  more  than  twenty  years’  work 
in  it,  I  have  confidence  that  it  is,  it  is  worth  that  little  trouble 
(only  felt  when  first  beginning)  by  any  artist  who  desires  to 
insure  the  durability  of  his  work.  It  is  for  this  that  the  adop¬ 
tion  of  the  e7itire  syste77i  is  absolutely  esse7itial.  Mere  use  of 
the  medium  for  superficial  painting  may  have  beautiful  effect, 
but  for  resisti7ig  jpower  and  dzirability  it  is  worthless. 

With  all  the  many  and  manifest  faults  of  amateur  work,  my 
own  paintings  executed  over  the  chancel  arch  of  Highnam 
Church  twenty-one  years  ago,  the  procession  in  the  aisle  of  that 
church  begun  above  twelve  years  ago,  and  the  work  in  St. 
Andrew’s  Chapel  in  Gloucester  Cathedral,  finished  in  1867, 
simply  regarded  as  tests,  afford  for  all  practical  purposes  of 
wall  painting  every  quality  that  a  fresco  painter,  under  the 
exigencies  of  English  climate  and  darkness,  can  require.  I 


only  quote  my  own  works  because  I  know  that  in  them  every 
co7idition  has  hee7t  followed.  Their  surfaces  are  hard  and 
smooth.  The  rapidity  of  drying  prevents  any  stickiness,  and 
the  surface  becomes  immediately  compact,  but  it  requires  a  year 
or  two  at  least  for  its  perfect  induration  by  the  complete  evapo¬ 
ration  of  the  volatile  oils.  T.  Gambier  Parry. 

Another  Method. 

As  a  system  of  painting  for  large  works  of  high  class  other 
than  upon  walls,  where  dead  surface  and  durability  are  desiderata, 
Mr.  Parry  adds  that  for  large  wooden  panels,  or  extensive  areas  of 
wooden  ceilings,  he  has  found,  after  many  experiments,  the  follow¬ 
ing  most  pleasant  in  use  and  perfectly  successful  in  result : — 

Take  one  part,  i7i  bulk,  of  pale  drying  oil,  ditto  ditto  of  strong 
copal  varnish,  tzvo  ditto  of  japanner’s  gold  size,  and  two  ditto 
of  turpentine ;  have  them  thoroughly  shaken  together,  and 
always  strongly  shaken  before  use.  In  this  (which,  by  way  of 
specifying  it,  I  have  called  the  Ely  medium)  have  all  dry  powder 
colours  rubbed  up  and  put  into  tubes,  or,  if  quantity  is  wanted, 
into  pots  kept  covered  against  dust  and  evaporation.  Paint 
according  to  habit  or  circumstance,  transparently  as  in  water 
colour,  or  massively  as  in  oil.  Use  as  vehicle  in  the  dipper  a 
compound  of  three  parts  turpentine  and  one  part  medium.  It 
dries  with  such  rapidity  that  outline  under-painting  and  final 
effect  may  follow  immediately  on  each  other.  It  is  very  plea¬ 
sant  and  easy  of  use.  It  dries  perfectly  dead  and  hard  as  iron. 
Ordinary  decorators  often  use  japanner’s  gold  size  alone  be¬ 
cause  of  its  dead  surface,  but  it  is  useless  alone,  having  no  con¬ 
sistency  nor  any  binding  power  to  preserve  colours.  This  Ely 
medium  is  exceedingly  dark  in  colour,  but  it  produces  no  appre¬ 
ciable  effect  on  the  powder  colours  that  are  rubbed  up  in  it, 
not  even  white.  If  any  effect  at  all,  it  is  that  of  a  slight  mellow¬ 
ness.  With  this  the  whole  of  the  eastern  half  of  the  nave  roof, 
the  whole  lantern  and  octagon,  and  the  baptistery  transept-ceiling 
at  Ely  Cathedral  were  painted,  the  former  as  long  ago  as  1863-4. 

In  a  letter  addressed  to  the  directors  of  the  South  Kensington 
Museum  by  Sir  F.  Leighton,  with  reference  to  Mr.  Parry’s 
memorandum,  the  President  of  the  Royal  Academy  says — 

“  If  I  say  that  the  work  must  be  done  freely,  resolutely,  and 
swiftly,  I  say  no  more  than  is  true  of  all  forms  of  mural  paint¬ 
ing  ;  that  is,  of  all  forms  of  Art  in  which  retouchi77g  is  either 
impossible  or  undesirable,  and  clearly  conceived  results  have  to 
be  rapidly  obtained.  This,  perhaps,  may  be  usefully  remarked, 
that  although  the  resources  of  spirit  fresco  are  exceptionally 
great,  and  repainting  77iay  be  carried  on  almost  ad  i7tfi7iitui7t , 
the  qualities  obtained  by  two  or  more  paintings  are  always 
purchased  at  the  price  of  that  limpid  simplicity  and  breadth 
which  have  so  great  a  charm  in  wall  painting.  The  painter  has, 
therefore,  in  every  case  to  satisfy  himself  that  the  gain  is  at  least 
equivalent  to  or  outweighs  the  loss.  In  sum  I  should  say,  ‘  Be 
lavish  of  the  vehicle,  know  what  you  want,  and  do  it  quickly.’  ” 


WALBERSWICK. 


But  few,  if  any,  of  our  readers  will  know  aught  of  Walberswick, 
anciently  spelt  (so  the  local  guide  informs  us)  Waldburis- 
wick  or  Walde-Berige-Wyc  ;  it  may  therefore  be  asked.  Why 
should  it  be  selected,  in  preference  to  a  hundred  other  places,  as 
a  subject  for  an  article  in  an  Art  magazine  ?  The  answer  in¬ 
volves  a  further  question  :  What  is  there  about  Walberswick 
that  it  should  have  been  selected  by  a  yearly  increasing  number 
of  artists  as  the  site  for  their  autumn  campaign,  and  as  a  mine 
wherein  to  dig  for  subjects  for  their  future  Academy  pictures  ? 
Why  should  it  seek  to  rival  Bettws  or  Barmouth  in  the  number 
of  white  umbrellas  which  dot  the  scene,  andnf  artists  daily  met 
tramping  backwards  and  forwards  to  the  scene  of  their  labours  ? 

Walberswick  is  a  tiny  village  on  the  Suffolk  coast,  reached 
in  about  four  hours  from  London  by  the  Great  Eastern  express, 
-and  therefore  probably  about  one  hundred  miles  away  from  the 


metropolis.  Southwold,  where  one  disembarks  from  the  rail¬ 
way,  has  only  within  the  past  few  months  had  that  step  in 
civilisation  brought  to  it,  in  the  shape  of  a  branch  line,  and 
even  now  it  is  only  a  plaything  of  a  railway,  with  toy  engines 
and  carriages,  designed,  one  is  inclined  to  think,  only  for 
pleasure  traffic.  Last  year  a  ten-mile  drive  from  the  main 
line  over  shingly  roads  was  an  inconvenience,  but  it  served 
to  keep  the  place  exclusive,  and  the  artist’s  canvas  was  not,  as 
it  promises  to  be  in  the  future,  constantly  surrounded  by  a  crowd 
of  impudent  critics.  An  artist  coming  to  Walberswick  must  not 
expect  to  find  it  a  miniature  Wales,  or  to  have  any  scenery  to 
choose  from  which  might  not  by  many  be  considered  of  the 
flattest  and  tamest  description.  But  if  he  has  an  eye  for  the 
quiet  beauties  of  nature  he  will  find  much  to  delight  and  entertain 
him.  His  first  idea  (always  the  most  impressionable  and  lasting) 
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of  the  surroundings  will  probably  be  formed  in  the  afternoon  when 
he  leaves  the  quiet,  old-fashioned,  rambling  borough  of  Southwold 
behind  him,  and  takes  the  road  which  stretches  for  a  short  mile 
behind  the  bank  of  shingle,  on  towards  Walberswick  Ferry.  On  his 
right  the  flat  marshes  stretch  away  inland,  an  arm  from  the  river 
serving  as  a  mirror  in  which  to  reflect  the  glories  of  the  sunsets 
for  which  this  part  of  the  world  is  famous,  and  which  there  is 
nothing  to  intercept  save  the  oak  woods  of  Henham.  To  his 
left  the  shingle  bank,  over  which  the  masts  of  the  fishing-boats 
which  lie  on  the  far  side  break  the  sky-line  and  form  a  study  in 
grey  which  would  delight  the  soul  of  a  French  artist.  As  the 
ferry  is  neared  a  glance  behind  should  prolong  itself  into  a 
lengthened  look,  for  Southwold,  rising  from  the  level,  with  its 
windmill  and  common,  its  houses  nestling  amongst  the  trees, 
and  its  church  tower  crowning  the  whole,  forms  a  picture  which 
was  seized  upon  and  very  poetically  rendered  by  Mr.  Aumonier 
in  a  large  charcoal  drawing  in  the  last  Black  and  White  Exhibi¬ 
tion.  But,  to  judge  from  the  artists  who  congregate  thereabouts, 
the  old  structure  which  is  dignified  with  the  name  of  a  pier  affords 
the  best  material  for  sketching.  There  we  had  pointed  out  to 
us  as  an  object  for  intense  admiration  one  who  had  five  pictures 
not  only  hung  but  sold  in  the  Academy  of  this  year.  The  river 
which  runs  by  the  pier  into  the  bay  has  been  allowed  to  silt  up, 
and  so  the  vessels  which  come  and  go  to  the  village  above  are 
few  and  far  between ;  as  a  consequence,  the  piled  piers  which 
flank  the  entrance  have  quietly  decayed,  and  the  boards  nailed 
on  their  floorings  in  star-like  radiation  alone  mark  where  the 
busy  tread  of  feet  once  turned  the  capstan.  At  the  end  of  the 
nearer  pier  the  tide  flows  somewhat  angrily  over  a  ridge  of  sand, 
annoyed  that  want  of  energy  on  man’ s  part  should  hinder  its  daily 
wanderings  through  miles  of  windings  by  wood  and  heath 
and  pasture-land,  as  it  has  done  for  centuries  past.  Still, 
when  at  high  tides  it  manages  to  overtop  this  obstacle,  and 
specially  when  it  has  a  fair  wind  behind,  it  comes  bravely  along, 
whirling  past  in  delightful  eddyings,  and  carrying  the  old  pier’s 
thoughts  back  to  the  days  when  “Keyes”  lined  the  shores  of 
Walberswick,  and  it  was  a  thriving  place.  For  in  times  gone 
by,  as  early  records,  old  foundations  dug  up  by  the  plough,  and 
the  ruins  of  a  noble  church  show,  our  little  village  was  a  flourish¬ 
ing  town ;  nay,  its  commercial  relations  with  Flanders  in  the 
reigns  of  Henry  VI.  and  Henry  VII.  made  it  a  towm  second  to  none 
in  these  parts  for  opulence.  So  it  continued  until  the  establish¬ 
ment  of  the  Protestant  religion  under  Henry  VIII.  rendered  fish 
no  longer  a  compulsory  diet,  and  drove  the  fishing  and  the  ship¬ 
building  away  from  the  place,  so  that  now  the  only  vessels  that 
enter  are  a  few  that  loiter  about  in  an  aimless  manner,  standing 
out  against  the  sky  behind  small  blocks  of  red-brick  houses  far 
inland  in  a  manner  which  recalls  in  many  a  way  the  land  of 
Cuyp.  Boats,  and  vessels  in  various  stages  of  decay,  lie  in 
picturesque  attitudes  on  the  sands  between  the  pier  and  the 
ferry,  and  afford  plenty  of  studies,  as  do  the  old  tumble- down 
warehouses  and  boat-sheds.  But  to  reach  Walberswick  the 
ferry  must  be  crossed.  Seeing  our  artistic  appendages,  Charon 
at  once  issues  forth  from  amidst  a  crowd  of  the  loafing 
sailors  who  hang  about  either  side  (and  who  seem  made 
for  nothing  else  but  artists’  models),  for  he  has  a  liking  for 
artists,  for  has  he  not  figured  on  the  Royal  Academy  walls 
more  than  once  ?  His  notions  of  that  institution,  it  is  true, 
are  hazy,  but  to  himself  and  others  of  his  companions 
who  have  been  similarly  honoured  their  portrayal  has  done 
much  to  elevate  them  in  the  social  scale.  Some  special)  ones 
there  are  whose  portraits,  having  been  included  by  Mr.  Marks 
in  one  of  his  pictures,  have  thereby  obtained  a  superadded 
dignity.  It  is  needless  to  add  that  Charon  is  a  character; 
persons  in  like  capacities  to  his  do  not  spend  six-and-twenty 
years  without  adding  unconsciously  many  oddities  to  their 
ordinary  ways  of  life.  In  the  present  instance  the  “  Wabbles- 
wickian  artists,”  as  Punch  has  christened  them,  have  many  a 
story  to  tell  of  their  pet  model — stories  that  have  taken  many  a 
journey  across  the  river  to  complete,  for  one  of  Charon’s  pecu¬ 
liarities  is  that  he  takes  the  whole  time  occupied  in  the  passage 
to  answer  a  single  query. 

Walberswick  town  lies  on  the  far  side  of  the  green  which 


runs  down  to  the  ferry,  and  is  the  disappointing  feature  in  the 
scene.  The  houses  are  not  half  ancient  and  dilapidated  enough, 
and  might  have  been  built  by  a  scamping  builder  of  Battersea  ; 
but  they  make  up  for  their  want  of  picturesquencss  by  being 
scrupulously  clean,  and  they  add  to  comfort  the  great  feature  of 
cheapness,  the  most  expensive  not  exceeding  25s.  a  week.  But 
once  beyond  the  village,  which  now  only  numbers  its  three 
hundred  inhabitants,  there  is  again  much  to  interest  one. 
Ruined  churches  are  not  usually  artistic,  but  that  at  Walbers¬ 
wick  frames  in  so  well  with  the  landscape  at  every  point  that 
it  seems  to  become  a  necessity.  But  to  the  churches  hereabouts 
a  special  paragraph  must  be  devoted,  and  so,  passing  by  the 
low  wall  which  encompasses  “  God’s  acre,”  we  gain  the  common 
where  the  artists  revel  in  the  mingled  colours  of  heather  and 
gorse,  backed  up  by  the  rich  browns  of  quarried  sandstone,  and 
the  dark  green  of  the  pine  wood — a  paradise  of  subjects  for 
simple  Art  folk. 

To  the  archaeologist  and  the  architect  the  neighbourhood 
of  Walberswick  is  specially  interesting.  Suffolk  churches  are 
famed  throughout  Christendom,  and  here  we  are  in  the  centre  of 
them.  It  is  seldom  that  any  vantage-ground  is  gained  without 
five  or  six  of  the  tall  flint-encased  towers  being  visible.  From 
the  Walberswick  common  we  plainly  distinguish  all  that  is  left 
of  All  Saints’,  Dunwich,  its  tower,  like  ours  here,  standing  whilst 
all  else  is  a  mass  of  ivy-covered  ruin;  Holy  Trinity,  Blygh- 
borough,  a  beautiful  specimen,  sadly  in  want  of  restoration  ;  St. 
Edmund’s,  Southwold,  of  which  hereafter ;  St.  Margaret’s, 
Reydon  ;  and  lastly,  our  own  St.  Andrew’s.  Returning  hence, 
we  note  how  much  skill  and  taste  were  devoted  to  its  construc¬ 
tion — with  what  dexterity  the  black  flint  was  mosaic’d  into  a 
multitude  of  patterns  ;  and  the  same  thought  here,  as  elsewhere, 
forces  itself  upon  us.  Where  has  the  town  departed  which  could 
fill  a  church  so  large,  that  for  two  hundred  years  past  an  edifice 
sufficient  for  the  needs  of  its  inhabitants  has  been  formed  out  of 
a  .part  only  of  its  southern  aisle  ?  As  our  attention  is  called  at 
every  turn  to  a  carved  fragment,  a  grinning  gargoyle,  or  a 
traceried  window,  we  cannot  but  call  to  mind  the  lines — 

Crumbling  beneath  the  hillock  green 
The  cunning  hand  must  be, 

Which  carved  that  fretted  arch,  I  ween, 

Acorn  and  fleur-de-lis. 

And  now  the  worm  hath  done  its  part 

In  mimicking  the  chisel’s  art.” 

But  to  see  a  thorough  Suffolk  church  we  must  wend  our  way 
back  to  Southwold,  and  visit  St.  Edmund’s,  a  perfect  specimen 
of  fifteenth- century  perpendicular  work,  whether  viewed  from 
without  or  within.  Note  specially  the  eighteen  clerestory 
windows  (continued  throughout  from  the  tower  to  the  extreme 
east  end,  all  alike,  as  are  the  large  windows  to  the  aisles),  the 
high-pitched  wooden  roof,  and  the  slender  tall  columns  support¬ 
ing  the  nave,  all  combine  to  make  it  a  model  of  lightness  and 
elegance.  Then  there  is  the  screen,  of  special  interest  to  artists, 
for,  besides  being  beautifully  carved,  it  is  painted  from  end  to 
end  with  figures,  evangelists  and  prophets,  in  a  manner  that 
we  have  never  seen  surpassed  for  delicacy  in  English  work.  It 
dates  from  1460.  The  sexton,  as  he  shows  the  paintings  to  us, 
explains  that  “  Cromwell  had  done  them  a  lot  of  harm,”  ap¬ 
parently  little  witting  that  daily  hammerings  with  his  stick 
were  hastening  their  end  far  more  surely  than  the  fanatic 
barbarianism  of  former  days.  He  added  that  “  a  great  London 
artist  named  Richmond  had  painted  up  their  faces  a  bit  ” — a 
restoration  which  appeared  to  us  to  have  been  very  effectively  and 
lovingly  done.  But  some  provision  should  certainly  be  made  against 
their  further  destruction  by  placing  them  under  plate  glass.  Space 
forbids  more  than  a  passing  note  of  much  of  interest,  the  oaken 
stalls  and  the  roof  carved  not  only  with  angels,  but  with  all  the 
eccentricities  which  the  license  of  olden  times  permitted  to  the 
carver.  The  “Jack  in  Armour,”  however,  is  too  interesting  to  be 
lightly  passed  by.  The  common  notion  here  is  that  this  old 
figure  of  a  man  in  armour,  holding  an  axe  in  his  hand,  with 
which  he  strikes  a  bell,  was  in  Catholic  times  placed  in  a  turret 
on  the  ridge  of  the  roof  to  sound  a  bell  on  the  elevation  of  the 
Host,  and  that  his  position  nowadays,  in  descending  to  the 
office  of  announcing  to  the  organist  tiie  priest’s  readiness  to 
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commence  the  service,  is  a  loss  of  dignity.  But  his  earlier  duties 
were  not  as  common  report  has  it.  In  “Jack  in  Armour”  we 
clearly  have  the  Jack  of  the  clock-house,  or  the  French  Jacquelet, 
who  by  ingenious  contrivances  sounded  the  hour;  nay,  further,  we 
have  a  meaning  to  the  soliloquy  which  Shakspere  puts  into 
Richard  II. ’s  mouth  when  a  prisoner  in  Pomfret  Castle  : — 

“  I  wasted  time,  and  now  doth  time  waste  me, 

For  now  hath  time  made  me  his  numbering  clock. 

My  time  runs  posting  on  in  Bolingbroke’s  proud  joy, 

AVliile  I  stand  fooling  here,  his  Jack  o’  the  Clock.” 

Stained-glass  windows,  too,  there  are,  of  which  it  need  only 
be  said  that  the  money  which  they  have  cost  could  better 
have  been  spent  in  setting  some  of  the  artists  hereabouts  to 
work  to  complete  the  restoration  of  the  roof  painting  to  its 
ancient  glory ;  or,  if  stained  glass  it  must  be,  to  design  windows 


which  would  perpetuate  the  good  deeds  of  St.  Edmund,  the 
patron  of  the  church. 

Thus  much  about  our  quiet  Suffolk  refuge.  Whether  it  will 
continue  for  long  to  present  so  many  features  of  attraction 
to  artists  is  problematical.  Already  we  hear  of  the  Mayor  and 
Corporation  of  Southvvold  being  tempted,  by  the  influx  of 
visitors  which  this  year’s  railway  has  brought,  to  destroy  one 
of  the  features  which  have  rendered  it  enjoyable,  namely,  the 
common  behind  the  town,  on  which  the  artists  have  struggled, 
on  off  days,  to  hold  their  own  at  cricket  and  tennis  against 
all  comers.  Once  a  mass  of  bricks  and  mortar,  it  may  enable 
the  Southwold  tradesmen  to  grow  fat  and  flourishing,  but  it 
will  drive  away  such  simple-minded  folk  as  the  greatest  artist 
of  the  sesthetic  school,  who,  when  the  writer  told  him  of  his 
impending  visit  to  Southwold,  exclaimed,  “  A  lovely  place,  with 
such  air,  and  oh,  such  shrimps  !  ” 


OBITUARY. 


JOHN  COLLINGHAM  MOORE. 

N  the  loth  of  July,  after  much  suffering,  a  rarely  refined 
and  gifted  artist  passed  away.  John  Collingham  Moore 
was  born  in  1829  at  Gainsborough.  The  son  of  an  artist  distin¬ 
guished  as  a  portrait  painter,  he  early  showed  signs  of  artistic 
ability,  and  gained  a  reputation  by  his  delicate  water-colour 
portraits.  Up  to  1857  he  was  occupied  in  portrait  painting;  the 
year  1858  began  with  a  journey  to  Rome,  and  there,  under  the 
influence  of  the  Roman  Campagna,  he  executed  a  series  of  water¬ 
colour  drawings  remarkable  not  only  for  their  poetic  conception, 
but  for  their  breadth  and  dignified  simplicity  of  treatment.  One 
of  the  greatest  of  modern  English  idyllic  painters,  George  Mason, 
was  in  Rome  in  1858.  Moore  became  acquainted  with  him  : 
acquaintance  ripened  into  a  friendship  which  ended  only  with  the 
premature  death  of  Mason.  Many  of  Moore’s  Campagna  pictures 
were  exhibited  in  the  Dudley  Gallery  :  all  Art  lovers  must  remem¬ 
ber  with  pleasure  such  exquisite  drawings  as  ‘  Olive-trees  near 
Tivoli,’  ‘  The  Shady  Sadness  of  a  Vale,’  ‘  The  Yellow  Tiber,’ 

‘  Valley  of  Egeria,’  and  othei's.  It  is  not  easy  to  estimate,  or  to 
illustrate  bywords,  the  charm  these  works  possess.  Great  realism 
they  certainly  do  not  contain  ;  glitter  of  sunshine,  catching  effects 
of  light  and  shade,  were  not  present  in  them.  The  unrefined  and 
uncultivated  critic  found  little  to  prompt  big  words  and  sensa¬ 
tional  epithets  in  Moore’s  modest  poems.  While  no  fidelity  to 
fact  was  wanting,  while  truth  and  consistency  of  effect  were 
insisted  on,  we  fail  to  be  ever  offended  in  any  way  by  prosaic 
or  uncultivated  rendering  of  nature.  Indeed,  so  delicate  and 
so  refined  was  Moore’s  perception  of  colour,  and  his  affection 


being  mainly  set  upon  nature  in  her  most  modest  form,  it  can 
hardly  be  wondered  that  but  a  small  public  had  the  privilege  of 
deriving  pleasure  from  his  landscape  work. 

After  1872  Moore  turned  his  attention  chiefly  to  portraits  of 
children  ;  these  he  executed  with  the  same  taste  as  his  landscapes 
exhibit,  and  often  with  extreme  subtlety  of  colour  and  childish 
expression.  Unlike  Sir  Joshua  Reynolds,  Moore  preferred  the 
more  serious  aspect  of  childhood ;  there  was  to  him  in  child¬ 
hood  an  element  of  strangeness  in  the  Jiaive  seriousness  of  the 
mobile  countenance.  The  child  is  father  to  the  man  in  his 
representation  of  it — quaint  rather  than  playful.  It  is  much  to 
be  deplored  that  in  the  midst  of  his  active  and  industrious  life 
John  Moore  should  have  been  called  away.  Many  years  of 
intimate  friendship  may  excuse  my  venturing  to  express  in  terms 
of  affectionate  recollection  and  respect  my  own  belief,  and  that 
of  his  friends,  that  a  more  upright  and  truer  brother  and  friend 
never  existed.  Early  he  was  called  into  the  business  and  battle 
of  life,  to  be  a  father  to  his  brothers.  How  this  difficult  position 
was  filled  by  him  it  is  not  for  me  to  say ;  enough  that  the  two 
brothers,  Henry  and  Albert  Moore,  have  taken  their  places  in 
the  very  front  rank  of  their  profession,  notwithstanding  the  con¬ 
tinued  neglect  exhibited  towards  them  by  what  is  considered 
the  representative  body  of  artistic  culture  in  England. 

Mr.  Moore  was  likewise  a  good  and  refined  musician.  In 
1865  he  married  Miss  Symonds.  His  wife,  children,  and  friends 
must  ever  have  the  happy  memory  of  one  whose  life  was  beyond 
reproach,  and  whose  directness  and  consistency  of  aim  were 
always  exercised  in  that  which  was  noble  and  beautiful. 

J.  C.  Richmond. 
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LITTLE  BAREFOOT. 


B.  Vauiier,  Painter.  -  ?!■' 

IN  this  characteristic  piece  of  German  painting,  not  only 
has  the  painter  afforded  an  insight  into  the  simple  life  of 
the  folk  of  his  country,  but  he  has  invested  it  with  a  romance  of 
childhood  which  is  apparent  at  a  glance.  It  is  a  winter’s  day: 
the  snow  outside  sends  a  reflected  light  into  the  upper  portion  of 
the  room.  It  is  very  cold  too,  for  even  the  large  old-fashioned  stove 
does  not  radiate  its  heat  throughout  the  cottage  so  thoroughly, 
but  that  the  old  woman  finds  it  advantageous  to  place  her  spin¬ 
ning-wheel  as  near  to  it  as  possible,  whilst  to  her  little  grandchild 
and  her  naked  feet  it  is  agreeable  to  sit  actually  upon  it. 
The  winter  has  been  long  and  severe,  and  the  pet  of  the  family 
has  succumbed  to  it — his  cage  is  placed  away  on  the  shelf,  and 
will  remain  empty  until,  in  the  coming  spring,  a  fresh  inmate 
will  be  caught  in  the  forest  hard  by,  to  spend  his  days  in  as 


^ _  F.  L.  Meyer,  Engraver. 

much  happiness  as  is  possible  for  a  prisoner.  And  the  romance 
—that  is  all  on  Little  Barefoot’s  side  :  the  pleasant  warmth  has 
drawn  from  her,  to  the  wonderment  and  alarm  of  her  grandmother, 
some  delightful  vision  of  the  future,  in  which  a  fair-haired  prince 
will  shortly  bear  her  off  to  a  palace  where  she  will  no  longer  run 
barefooted,  or  require  the  spinning-wheel  to  work  for  her. 

It  is  pleasant  in  these  days,  when  subjects  for  pictures  require 
to  be  manufactured  by  the  thousand,  to  find  one  in  which  the 
component  parts  are  so  simply,  and  yet  so  deftly,  put  together. 

Benjamin  Vautier,  the  painter  of  this  picture,  is  a  Swiss,  and 
was  born  at  Morges  in  1830.  He  has  received  medals  both  at 
Berlin  and  Paris,  and  he  is  besides  a  Member  of  the  Academies 
of  Berlin,  Munich,  Antwerp,  and  Amsterdam.  He  is  one  of  the 
school  of  Diisseldorf,  having  been  a  pupil  of  Rudolph  Jordan. 
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THE  SOCIAL  SCIENCE  CONGRESS. 


At  this  congress,  held  in  Edinburgh  last  month,  the  Depart¬ 
ment  of  Art  was  presided  over  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Richmond, 
Slade  Professor  at  Oxford. 

Professor  Richmond  devoted  his  inaugural  address  to  a  con¬ 
sideration  of  the  chances  of  Art  progress  in  this  country.  By 
this  he  did  not  mean  progress  in  the  art  of  painting  or  sculpture, 
but  whether  the  love  of  the  beautiful  was  taking  a  firmer  grip  on 
the  minds  and  lives  of  all  classes.  While  much  had  to  be 
acknowledged,  we  could  not  yet  be  called  an  artistic  nation. 
The  classes  established  under  South  Kensington,  the  National 
Galleries  and  Museums,  and  the  Fine  Art  chairs  in  the  various 
universities  are,  no  doubt,  indications  of  progress.  But  all 
these  affect  a  comparatively  small  class  of  people,  and  the  very 
heart  of  the  population  standing  most  in  need  of  sesthetic  culture 
and  its  refining  influences  is  still  untouched  by  Art.  Referring 
next  to  the  strides  of  science  and  the  creation  of  needs  that  must 
be  quickly  satisfied.  Professor  Richmond  hoped  that  the  un¬ 
feeling  hand  of  destruction  had  been  satisfied  with  what  had  been 
done  in  the  removal  of  old  towns  and  places  without  regard 
for  historical  or  artistic  considerations.  A  reaction  had  set  in, 
but  something  almost  worse  than  pulling  down  old  churches  had 
taken  place,  for  restoration  had  caused  even  more  ruin  than  the 
progress  of  railways.  Rapid  and  easy  means  of  communication, 
and  thus  a  more  frequent  contact,  had  brought  about  a  natural 
desire  for  equality  amongst  all  classes,  making  the  lower  classes 
ape  the  appearance  of  wealth  and  show  of  the  class  just  above  it. 
Hence  vulgarity  in  dress,  bad  work  in  buildings,  bad  designs  in 
furniture.  Few  sights  were  more  degrading  than  the  ill-built 
stuccoed  houses  to  be  seen  in  every  town.  The  old  would  not 
last  for  ever ;  new  houses  must  be  built ;  but  let  them  be  at  least 
built,  in  this  age  boasting  its  superior  science  and  superior 
facilities,  as  well  and  as  lastingly  as  the  old  were  built.  It  is 
those  who  desire  their  dwellings,  their  clothes,  or  their  furniture 
to  appear  more  costly  than  they  are,  who  are  the  true  delinquents, 
and  who  pervert  taste.  He  took  it  for  granted  that  there  were 
none  there  who  believed  that  dulness  was  moral,  joy  immoral, 
ugliness  chaste,  or  beauty  unchaste,  though  that  theory  had  not 
been  without  its  votaries  among  excellent  though  misguided 
moralists.  Since  the  Education  Act  had  been  brought  into  full 
play  the  chance  offered  itself  to  get  at  and  teach  the  very  class 
we  wish  to  love  what  is  beautiful  and  refined  ;  this  class  would 
be  vastly  improved  even  morally  by  early  contact  with  beautiful 
objects.  Photography  supplied  the  cheapest  and  most  exact 
means  at  hand  for  such  a  purpose,  and  he  suggested  that  Board 
Schools,  parish,  and  Sunday  schools  should,  under  the  wise 
guidance  of  a  committee  of  taste,  provide  themselves  with 
photographs  of  fine  works  of  Art.  And  these  should  not 
be  confined  to  pictures  only,  but  should  include  architec¬ 
tural  details,  furniture,  patterns,  and  designs  of  all  sorts. 
He  believed  that  every  child  might  be  taught  to  draw  to 
a  point  that  would  be  useful  to  it  in  after-life,  and  he  dwelt  on 
the  great  advantage  to  various  branches  of  industrial  art 
which  would  flow  from  the  study  of  beautiful  objects  and 
training  in  the  art  of  draughtsmanship.  The  principal  diffi¬ 


culty  was  to  convince  the  great  mass  of  men  tnat  the 
aesthetic  soul  is  worth  saving  at  all,  or  that  Art  and  taste  are  of 
any  value  whatever  except  as  a  pastime  for  the  rich,  or  a  dilet¬ 
tante  diversion  for  the  lazy.  On  the  other  hand,  there  was  a 
set  of,  as  some  thought,  madmen  who  imagine  that  the  influence 
of  Art  has  drawn  nations  from  barbarity  ;  that  the  Christian 
religion  has  found  it  a  fair  handmaid  in  her  teachings  ;  that  the 
lower  classes  of  all  countries  have  emotions  worth  educating ; 
that  these  lower  classes  are  more  than  beasts  of  burden — nay, 
more,  that  they  are  those  whose  welfare,  happiness,  and  taste 
we  who  have  experienced  the  advantages  of  culture  are  bound 
to  assist  and  foster.  After  referring  to  the  means  of  Art  educa¬ 
tion  now  existing,  and  capable  of  extension  should  the  demand 
arise.  Professor  Richmond  proceeded  to  notice  some  agencies 
at  work  against  artistic  development  and  the  progress  of  good 
taste  among  the  poorer  classes.  He  spoke  strongly  against 
the  vulgar  and  revolting  placards  seen  on  the  walls,  the  Brob- 
dingnagian  dimensions  of  which  are  alarming  in  their  gigantic 
hideousness.  If  those  who  advertised  would  get  the  advice  of 
good  artists,  they  would,  instead  of  doing  a  public  harm,  become 
public  benefactors,  by  disseminating  good  Art  in  the  most 
public  manner  possible.  Taking  Mr.  Crane’s  ‘  Baby’s  Opera,’ 
and  Mr.  Caldecott’s  Gilpin,’  let  them  imagine  what  a 

difference  there  would  be  on  the  hoardings,  omnibus  interiors, 
and  railway  stations  if  the  works  were  under  the  supervision  of 
such  excellent  designers.  Where  at  present  their  eyes  were 
disgusted  and  all  sense  of  refinement  insulted,  they  would— and 
what  was  still  more  important,  the  workman  and  the  labourer 
would— find  something  w'orth  looking  at — something  which, 
instead  of  lowering,  would  elevate  taste.  Referring  to  sheets  of 
odious  woodcuts  issued  by  some  newspapers,  he  said  they  could 
hardly  help  feeling  ashamed  at  a  legislature  which,  while  it  is 
indeed  rich  in  Poor  Laws,  and  earnest  concerning  the  bodily 
wants  of  the  lowest  class,  permits  such  a  social  scandal  to  taste 
and  morals  to  exercise  itself  upon  the  rising  generation.  He 
dwelt  at  some  length  on  the  injury  to  artistic  objects  from  the 
smoky  atmosphere  of  our  large  towns,  and  said  that  Art  had 
never  flourished,  and  never  w'ould  flourish,  under  such  de¬ 
pressing  and  degrading  circumstances.  Art  was  not  sister 
of  dulness,  dirt,  and  darkness,  but  of  cheerfulness,  bright¬ 
ness,  and  light.  She  belonged  to  happy  conditions  of  life, 
to  a  contented  and  thrifty  people.  Squalor  and  degrada¬ 
tion  she  shrinks  from,  but  she  should  be  the  property  of  the 
poor  as  well  as  the  rich.  Having  referred  in  terms  of  con¬ 
gratulation  to  the  spread  of  good  music,  and  to  such  efforts 
as  those  of  Mr.  Irving  to  make  his  art  a  public  benefactor 
in  the  increase  of  intellectual  enjoyment  and  good  taste. 
Professor  Richmond  concluded  by  stating  that  it  had  been  his 
endeavour  to  place  before  his  hearers,  in  as  strong  a  light  as 
lay  in  his  power,  that  Art,  to  exist,  must  be  national ;  that  the 
poorer  should  possess  it  with  the  rich ;  that  there  should  be  a 
chance  for  all  to  drink  at  its  refreshing  streams  ;  and  that  unless 
a  nation  is  in  pursuit  of  the  beautiful  it  can  scarcely  be  said  to 
have  arrived  at  the  extreme  power  of  civilisation. 


- >  ^  ^  < - 

ART  NOTES. 
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THE  Exhibition  of  the  Photographic  Society  of  Great 
Britain,  held  at  the  rooms  of  the  Society  of  Painters  in  Water 
Colours,  contains,  as  usual,  much  of  interest  to  artists.  That 
the  society’s  principal  aim  is  to  be  artistic  is  evidenced  by  the 
fact  that  two  artists,  Mr.  Stacy  Marks,  R.A.,  and  Mr.  Henry 
Moore,  form  part  of  the  jury  of  seven  who  award  the  medals. 
1880. 


Going  round  the  crowded  room,  a  number  of  views,  taken  on 
gelatine  plates  during  the  Dutch  Arctic  Expedition  of  last  year, 
at  once  attract  attention.  Next,  some  river  views  with  barges, 
by  Wm.  Mayland,  to  which  a  medal  has  been  awarded — most 
useful  these  instantaneous  impressions  would  be  to  an  artist.  A 
medal  has  also  been  awarded  to  Messrs.  Marsh  for  their  instan- 
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taneous  gelatine  plates  of  swans.  But  probably  the  most  astonish¬ 
ing  instantaneous  views  are  Mr.  Williams’s  ‘  Ramsgate  Sands,’ 
where  the  thronging  crowds  sitting  by  the  side  of  the  sea,  and 
the  numberless  children  dabbling  in  the  water,  are  wonderfully 
rendered.  We  find  that  the  one  hundred  and  twentieth  part  of  a 
second  is  about  the  time  usually  employed  for  taking  these 
views.  There  are  several  members  who  have  exercised  them¬ 
selves  upon  trains  at  full  speed,  and  with  such  marvellous  results 
as  to  render  belief  in  them  almost  an  impossibility,  but  a  further 
tour  deforce  than  this  is  successfully  attempted  in  photograph¬ 
ing,  from  the  deck  of  a  vessel  going  several  knots  an  hour, 
another  going  at  as  fast  a  pace  in  an  opposite  direction.  For 
the  perpetuation  of  records  of  ancient  buildings  thanks  are  due 
to  Mr.  tiarvey  Barton  for  ‘  An  Old  Bristol  Mansion  ;  ’  Mr.  Richard 
Keene  for  ‘  Burnaston  Old  Hall ;  ’  Mr.  Andrew  Pringle  for  ‘  Views 
of  Rome,’  and  specially  of  the  ‘  Palace  on  the  Palatine  Hill ;  ’ 
Mr.  J.  Gale  for  some  delightful  pictures  of  old  houses  in  Brit¬ 
tany  ;  and  Messrs.  Tuohy  &  Co.  for  ‘  Memorials  of  John  Bunyan.’ 
The  Autotype  Company  exhibit  some  photogravures  of  Turner’s 
“  Liber  Studiorum,”  which  they  are  about  to  publish,  and  which 
are  certainly  the  best  reproductions  that  have  been  attempted 
as  yet  of  that  magnificent  work. 

Art  Exhibition  at  Hertford. — Lord  Lytton  last  month 
opened  at  Hertford  a  Fine  Art  Exhibition,  consisting  of  needle¬ 
work,  paintings,  drawings,  &c.  His  lordship  observed  that  the 
establishment  among  our  rural  homes  of  exhibitions  and  schools 
of  Art  originated  by  local  enterprise  and  local  liberality  was 
a  novelty  which  claimed  a  cordial  welcome  from  even  the 
staunchest  Conservative,  if  Conservatism  were  what  he  took  it 
to  be — the  final  mental  attitude  of  the  most  unprejudiced  men  of 
culture  towards  all  institutions  which,  whether  old  or  new,  were 
at  least  the  natural  product  of  wholesome  growth,  and  not  the 
artificial  result  of  arbitrary  change.  They  must  remember  there 
was  scarcely  a  single  work  of  the  human  hand  upon  which  the 
human  mind  could  not  impress  the  distinctive  marks  of  those 
qualities  w'hich  constituted  what  we  called  Art. 

The  prizes  offered  at  the  competitive  exhibition  of  designs 
for  Christmas  cards  would,  it  was  imagined,  be  sufficiently  good 
to  induce  artists  of  some  standing  to  enter  the  ranks  of  the  com¬ 
petitors.  The  enterprising  publisher,  Mr.  Tuck,  imagined  even 
more  than  this  when  he  offered  his  ^500,  for  he  stated  in  his 
prospectus  that  he  hoped  thereby  to  induce  the  “leading  artists 
in  the  United  Kingdom  to  assist.’’  Now  although  at  the  dace 
of  writing  this  the  names  of  the  competitors  are  not  knowm,  it  is 
evident  that  in  this  respect  he  has  signally  failed,  and  it  is 
certain  that,  should  all  the  prizes  be  allotted,  he  might  have 
invested  his  money  much  more  profitably  in  taking  it  to  the 
“leading  artists,”  and  obtaining  designs  from  them ;  for  although 
some  two  thousand  frames  of  designs  have  been  sent  in,  in  reply 
to  the  invitation,  and  nearly  a  thousand  of  them  hung,  there  are 
not  a  dozen  which  show  any  originality  of  design,  and  not  thirty 
that  exhibit  any  large  amount  of  merit.  The  vast  majority 
appear  to  be  rveak  imitations  of  H.  S.  Marks,  Walter 
Crane,  and  Kate  Greenaway.  Those  which  call  for  notice 
are  No.  369,  four  views  on  the  river  Thames — one  in  particu¬ 
lar  of  the  river  blocked  with  ice,  and  the  Houses  of  Parliament 
seen  through  the  fog ;  under  the  7i07n  de  fh(7}ie  of  Verite 
sa7is  feiir  we  recognise  Mr.  Arthur  Severn’s  work  ; — No.  477, 
four  landscapes  on  easels,  with  appropriate  verses  ;  No.  389, 
two  figures  of  the  Old  and  New  Year  ;  No.  486,  two  German  com¬ 
positions  ;  No.  753,  Cave’s  three  drawings,  exhibiting  more 
humour  than  any  in  the  collection  ;  No.  168,  ‘  Rugm  Canorae  ;’ 
No.  180,  ‘  Ecce  Chorus  Anglorum  ;’  No.  462,  ‘Lynn  Regis.’ 
The  names  of  the  designers  of  the  prizes  were  not  announced  in 
time  for  insertion  in  this  number. 

An  exhibition,  having  some  connection  with  Art,  was 
opened  on  the  i6th  October,  at  the  Tolmers  Square  Institute, 
Hampstead  Road.  It  was  the  second  of  the  kind  that  had  been 
promoted  in  the  parish  of  St.  Pancras.  There  were  544  entries 
from  350  artisans.  Its  object  was,  as  Mr.  Daniel  Grant,  M.P., 
well  put  it,  “  that  those  whose  whole  life  was  spent  in  giving 


polish  to  the  top  of  a  nail,  or  sharpness  to  its  point,  might  com¬ 
pensate  themselves  for  the  repression  of  individualism  in  their 
ordinary  life  by  being  induced  to  take  up  an  artistic  occupation 
in  the  leisure  hours.”  Wood  carving,  paintings,  cabinet-work, 
embossing,  chasing,  and  work  were  among  the  exhibits. 

The  Turners’  Exhibition. — The  tenth  annual  exhibition  of 
specimens  of  hand  turning,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Turners’ 
Company,  was  recently  opened  at  the  Mansion  House.  The 
collection  was  divided  into  three  sections,  namely,  wood,  ivory, 
and  precious  stones,  and  included  also  specimens  of  engraving 
in  intaglio.  Besides  giving  silver  and  bronze  medals,  and  cer¬ 
tificates  of  merit,  the  Court  voted  £’^0  towards  the  money  prizes, 
and  this  sum  was  further  augmented  by  gifts.  The  judges  in 
their  report  say  that  the  majority  of  the  exhibits  displayed  much 
excellence  of  workmanship,  in  many  cases  novelty  of  design,  and 
in  several  considerable  appreciation  of  form  and  design.  The 
first  prize — a  silver  medal  and  the  freedom  of  the  company — went 
to  Mr.  F.  Nickolay,  of  43,  Rupert  Street,  Haymarket,  for  a  pair 
of  vases  in  wood  ;  and  the  second — a  bronze  medal — to  Mr.  John 
S.  Coulson,  of  Thirsk,  for  two  vases  and  a  card  dish,  also  in 
wood.  In  each  class  a  medal  was  to  have  been  given  provided 
the  specimens  entered  were  considered  worthy,  and  under  this 
regulation  the  judges  have  withheld  the  first  prize  for  ivory  turn¬ 
ing,  awarding  the  second,  which  is  the  same  as  for  wood  turning, 
to  Mr.  John  Hegley,  of  38,  Ivy  Lane,  Hoxton.  The  silver  medal 
and  freedom,  for  skill  in  manipulating  precious  stones,  was  taken 
by  Mr.  Louis  Islar,  of  5,  Oval  Road,  Regent’s  Park;  and  the 
bronze  medal  and  _^3  by  Messrs.  Reuter  and  Warner,  of 
10,  Wardour  Street.  The  Turners’  Company  was  incorporated 
in  the  sixteenth  century.  They  commenced  an  exhibition  twenty 
years  ago,  but  received  so  little  support  that  they  ceased  their 
efforts  for  a  time.  In  1870  they  began  an  annual  competition, 
but  only  a  few  persons  exhibited,  and  but  one  prize  was  awarded. 
Now,  however,  from  seventy  to  a  hundred  persons  exhibit,  and 
over  thirty  prizes  are  awarded.  The  object  of  the  company  is  to 
teach  apprentices  and  others  beauty  and  symmetry  of  form  and 
excellence  of  workmanship,  matters  which  demand  the  greatest 
attention,  and  without  which  no  young  hand  can  rise  to  be  an 
experienced  craftsman. 

An  Ecclesiastical  Art  Exhibition  was  held  at  Leicester 
in  September,  in  connection  with  the  Church  Congress.  Besides 
the  exhibits  of  church  furniture  manufacture,  which  chiefly 
appealed  to  the  advanced  ritualistic  section  of  the  visitors,  it 
contained,  mixed  up  with  a  good  deal  of  rubbish,  a  few  which 
deserve  notice.  Amongst  ivories,  a  triptych  of  the  latter  part 
of  the  fourteenth  century,  of  German  work,  bought  in  Paris  in 
1862,  and  lent  by  Mr.  C.  Watkin  Williams  Wynn,  and  the 
front  of  an  ivory  coffret,  with  figures  of  a  Byzantine  emperor  and 
empress,  lent  by  Mr.  J.  F.  Hutton,  were  noticeable.  The  Cor¬ 
poration  of  Leicester  showed  their  Codex  Leicest7'e7isis,  a  four¬ 
teenth-century  MS.  of  the  New  Testament  in  Greek,  bequeathed 
to  them  in  1640.  Mr.  W.  Bragge,  the  well-known  Birmingham 
collector,  contributed  a  collection  of  over  one  hundred  Russo- 
Greek  “  Icons,”  or  religious  pictures,  chiefly  in  brass,  and 
enamelled,  but  some  painted  and  mounted  in  silver  and  silver 
gilt.  The  smaller  icons  are  in  very  general  use  amongst  the 
Russian  peasantry.  When  a  peasant  is  about  to  send  his  son 
to  service  in  the  army,  he  often  takes  from  his  neck  the  icon 
that  he  and  his  forefathers  have  worn,  and  places  it  with  his 
benediction  on  the  young  soldier’s  breast.  To  the  soldier  him¬ 
self  the  icon  becomes  a  memento  of  his  country,  of  his  family, 
and  of  his  religion  ;  of  his  country,  because  it  usually  bears  the 
effigy  of  some  Russian  saint,  very  frequently  the  patron,  St. 
Nicholas  ;  of  his  family,  for  this  icon  may  have  been  an  heir¬ 
loom  ;  of  his  religion,  for  when  about  to  olfer  his  prayers  he 
opens  his  triptych  or  diptych,  and  kneels  before  it  as  a  portable 
altar.  He  carries  it,  suspended  from  his  neck,  through  the  vicis¬ 
situdes  of  a  campaign  ;  and  when,  his  labours  ended,  he  returns 
to  his  native  parish,  he  often  lays  this  cherished  possession  upon 
the  iconostasis  of  his  village  church  as  a  votive  offering  to  com- 
memomte  his  preservation.  The  subjects  most  frequently  repre¬ 
sented  are  events  in  the  life  of  the  Redeemer,  or  the  history  of 
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the  Virgin  Mary,  Russian  saints  with  tlieir  appropriate  symbols, 
and  copies  of  certain  local  pictures  of  saints.  A  large  quantity 
of  rubbings  of  brass  were  shown,  and  some  old  Bibles.  The 
collection  was  arranged  by  Mr.  John  Hart. 

The  Indian  Art  Collections  at  South  Kensington  are  to 
be  completed  by  the  purchase  of  additional  objects  in  India. 
To  this  end  Mr.  Caspar  Purdon  Clarke  has  been  sent  out  by  the 
Science  and  Art  Department.  A  fund  of  about  ;^8,ooo  has  been 
placed  at  his  disposal,  of  which  ;^3,ooo  has  been  contributed  by 
the  India  Office,  this  sum  being  the  unexpended  balance  of  the 
money  received  on  account  of  the  exhibition  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales’s  Indian  presents  in  1876,  and  expressly  reserved  by  his 
Royal  Highness  for  the  purpose  of  promoting  the  interests  of 
Indian  Art.  Mr.  C.  Purdon  Clarke  will  make  purchases  of  the 
metal-work  of  Madras  and  Cashmere,  the  wood  carving  of 
Ahmedabad  and  Canara,  the  pottery  of  Madura  and  Moultan,  and 
the  textile  fabrics  of  Masulipatam,  Jeypore,  Dacca,  Lucknow, 
Delhi,  Ahmedabad,  Sindh,  Bangalore,  Malabar,  and  Central  India. 

The  British  Museum. — The  sculpture  department  of  the 
British  Museum  has  lately  been  enriched  by  the  gift  of  a  fine 
white  marble  bust  of  the  celebrated  general,  John  Churchill,  first 
Duke  of  Marlborough,  by  the  Rev.  Thomas  William  Webb, 
Vicar  of  Hardwick,  Herefordshire.  This  bust  was  originally 
presented  by  the  renowned  Sarah,  Duchess  of  Marlborough,  to 
the  Lord  Chief  Baron,  Sir  Thomas  (then  Mr.  Serjeant)  Pengeliey, 
in  acknowledgment  of  his  legal  services  and  friendship,  and  was 
by  him  bequeathed,  with  other  property,  in  the  year  1730,  to  his 
sole  heir  and  former  secretary,  Mr.  John  Webb,  of  the  Inner 
Temple,  an  ancestor  of  the  late  proprietor.  The  bust  is  a  fine 
specimen  by  Regsbrach,  and  now  occupies  a  conspicuous  situa¬ 
tion  in  the  entrance  hall  of  the  Museum. 

The  work  of  demolition  in  the  Temple  continues.  The  build¬ 
ings  between  Tanfield  Court  and  King’s  Bench  Walk,  erected 
in  1607,  and  named  after  Sir  Laurence  Tanfield,  who  was  Chief 
Baron  of  the  Exchequer  at  that  date,  have  been  pulled  down  in 
order  that  a  new  wing  may  be  added  to  the  Inner  Temple 
library.  In  these  chambers  Sarah  Malcolm,  a  laundress, 
strangled  her  mistress  and  two  servant-girls  some  hundred  and  j 
fifty  years  ago.  Her  beauty  was  remarkable,  and  Hogarth 
painted  her  portrait  after  she  was  sentenced  to  death.  The 
buildings  just  removed  had  nothing  to  recommend  them  archi¬ 
tecturally,  but  their  ugliness  was  not  obtrusive,  which  we  may 
not,  perhaps,  be  able  to  say  of  the  buildings  which  will  succeed 
them,  if  we  are  to  judge  from  the  last  effort  of  the  combined 
learned  societies  at  the  bottom  of  Middle  Temple  Lane. 

School  of  Art  Wood  Carving,  Albert  Hall,  Ken¬ 
sington. — Free  studentships  in  both  the  day  and  evening 
classes  of  this  school  are  at  present  vacant.  The  funds  for 
these  studentships  are  provided  by  the  City  and  Guilds  of  the 
London  Institute  for  the  Advancement  of  Technical  Education. 
Forms  of  application  and  prospectuses  of  the  school  may  be 
obtained  by  letter,  addressed  to  the  secretary  at  the  school. 

The  David  Cox  Sign-board  at  Bettws-y-Coed. — The 
decision  of  the  Judge  of  the  Bangor  District  Court  of  Bank¬ 
ruptcy  will  be  read  with  satisfaction  not  only  by  the  few  artists 
who  have,  as  a  labour  of  love,  here  and  there  exercised  their 
talents  on  the  adornment  of  certain  favoured  hostelries,  but  by 
the  greater  number  whose  trade  has  lately  been  sadly  on  the 
wane.  Few  tourists  who  have  visited  the  picturesque  valley 
wherein  Bettws-y-Coed  is  situated  but  have  patronised  the  Royal 
Oak  Hotel,  and  been  shown  not  only  the  sign-board,  but  the  inn 
album,  both  adorned  with  memorials  from  the  hand  of  David 
Cox.  To  the  majority  the  ‘  Royal  Oak,’  which  that  artist  had 
painted,  appeared  to  owe  more  to  the  fame  of  the  painter  than 
to  its  intrinsic  merits,  spite  of  the  report  that  ;,^i;000  had  been 
offered  for  it.  It  was  originally  painted  in  1847,  it  was  re¬ 
touched  in  1849,  its  better  preservation  was,  in  1861, 

removed  to  the  hall.  Bettw’s,  which  is  said  to  have  been  dis¬ 
covered  by  Cox,  has  of  late  been  so  mercilessly  invaded  by 
tourists  from  the  manufacturing  districts  making  in  one  day 
the  tour  of  North  Wales,  that  it  has  gradually  ceased  to  be  a 


resting-place  for  the  main  body  of  artists,  who  have  had  to 
retreat  farther  up  into  the  hills.  Whether  to  this  fact,  or  that 
other  and  better-managed  hotels  have  sprung  up,  the  sign-board 
of  the  Royal  Oak  has  not  been  a  sufficient  attraction  to  insure 
success  to  its  landlady,  and  she  recently  had  to  go  into  liquida¬ 
tion,  with  the  result  that  the  creditors  claimed  the  pamting  as 
one  of  their  most  valuable  assets.  They  maintained  that  by  its 
removal  it  had  ceased  to  be  a  sign-board  and  become  a  picture, 
and  in  proof  of  this  adduced  tlie  fact  before  stated  of  an  offer 
being  made  to  the  landlady,  which,  had  it  been  accepted,  would 
have  necessitated  its  being  carried  away.  It  was  argued,  how¬ 
ever,  on  behalf  of  Lady  Willoughby  D’Eresby,  the  owner  of  the 
hotel,  that  the  sign-board  could  not  be  deprived  of  its  inherent 
character  by  the  fact  of  its  having  been  removed  for  a  time  from 
its  original  position,  and  that  it  still  remained  in  the  nature  of 
a  fixture.  Voluminous  affidavits  were  filed  by  the  creditors,  but 
the  judge  decided  in  favour  of  her  ladyship,  and  directed  that 
the  costs  of  the  application  should  be  paid  out  of  the  debtor’s 
estate.  There  appears  to  be  no  doubt  that  this  is  the  common- 
sense,  if  not  the  legal,  view  of  the  case.  The  intention  of  the 
donor  personally  was  to  adorn  the  hotel  in  which  he  had  spent 
so  many  happy  days,  and  nothing  would  have  been  further  from 
his  wishes  than  that  it  should  at  any  time  be  removed  and  sold 
to  the  highest  bidder.  The  custom  of  gratuitously  adorning 
the  inns  where  they  are  located  is  not  nearly  as  prevalent  in 
England  as  in  France.  Artists  little  think  what  a  lasting  noto¬ 
riety  they  might  earn  by  a  few  evenings  spent  in  this  manner  ; 
nor  are  they  often,  as  of  old,  compelled  to  the  practice  in  order  to 
pay  their  score.  At  present  we  can  only  call  to  mind  one  example, 
the  George  and  the  Dragon  at  Wargrave-on-Thames.  There 
the  sign-board  on  one  side  has  a  pictorial  representation  of  ‘  The 
Combat,’  and  on  the  other  of  ‘  After  the  Same,’  where  St.  George 
has  descended  from  his  horse,  and  is  partaking  of  a  pot  of 
Wargrave  ale.  The  artists  were  G.  Leslie  and  Hodgson. 

Nottingham. — An  exhibition  of  paintings  on  porcelain  and 
earthenware  has  been  opened  at  the  Midland  Counties  Art 
Museum.  The  exhibits  number  close  upon  five  hundred  speci¬ 
mens,  and  amongst  them  are  found  the  excellent  collections  of 
the  Countess  Manvers  and  Messrs.  Howell  and  James,  who 
have  contributed  largely  to  the  present  satisfactory  state  of 
amateur  pottery  painting.  Many  of  the  exhibits  are  worthy  of 
the  highest  praise,  and  stand  out  boldly  amidst  the  messing  and 
daubing  of  those  sesthetic  amateurs  who  would  wield  the  brush 
before  they  can  handle  the  pencil.  The  exhibition  will  serve  to 
give  a  vast  amount  of  practical  instruction,  as  the  process  of  pot¬ 
tery  painting  is  almost  fully  illustrated.  The  exhibition  has  been 
arranged  under  the  supervision  of  the  director,  Mr.  Harry  Wallis. 

Blackfriars  Bridge. — The  Corporation  of  London  an¬ 
nounce  that  on  the  25th  of  March,  1881,  they  will  receive  designs 
for  statuary  to  be  placed  on  the  four  pedestals  of  this  bridge. 
Six  premiums  will  be  awarded,  two  of  ;^250  each,  two  of  ;^i50, 
and  two  of  ;^ioo.  The  corporation  deserve  much  praise  for 
their  endeavours  to  promote  not  only  the  beautifying  of  their 
city,  but  a  neglected  branch  of  Art.  When  will  the  citizens  of 
London  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  metropolis,  however,  bestir 
themselves  and  obtain  legislation  to  clear  their  city  of  fog,  and 
so  render  it  possible  to  place  statuary  in  their  public  places 
without  the  certainty  of  its  speedy  destruction  ? 

A  STATUE  OF  Burns,  by  Sir  John  Steell,  was  unveiled  at 
Dundee  on  the  i6th  of  October,  in  the  presence  of  some  thirty 
thousand  persons.  It  is  of  bronze,  and  represents  the  poet  sitting 
on  the  stump  of  a  tree. 

For  several  years  there  has  been  kept  in  the  lower  rooms 
of  the  Uffizi  Gallery  at  Florence  a  mural  fresco  by  Pollaiolo. 
This  has  lately  been  bought  by  Mr.  Vanderbilt,  as  a  present  to  the 
Art  Museum  at  New  York.  It  stands  between  seven  and  eight 
feet  high,  and  represents  a  muscular  St.  Christopher  bearing  a 
diminutive  Christus,  who  carries  an  enormous  globe  in  his  tiny 
left-hand.  It  is  said  to  be  genuine,  and  to  have  been  taken 
originally  from  the  wall  of  a  chapel  belonging  to  the  Michelozzi 
family,  at  San  Miniato  fra  le  Torre.  It  is,  however,  dreadfully 
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ugly,  and  we  doubt  whether  the  American  public  (unless  they 
have  lately  conceived  a  passion  for  Pollaiolo)  will  be  much 
impressed  with  the  munificent  gift  of  Mr.  Vanderbilt. 

A  DISCOVERY  of  Roman  remains,  interesting  alike  to  the 
artist  and  the  archaeologist,  has  recently  been  made  at  Brading, 
Isle  of  Wight.  A  villa  of  six  rooms  has  been  unearthed,  which, 
in  addition  to  containing  tesselated  flooring,  fresco  paintings, 
coins,  and  other  relics,  has  the  remains  of  a  mosaic  pavement 
designed  in  an  unusual  manner.  In  the  centre  is  a  figure  of 


Orpheus  playing  the  lyre  and  surrounded  by  animals.  Mr.  J. 
Ballantyne,  R.S.A.,  curator  of  the  Royal  Academy,  has  issued 
an  appeal  for  funds  to  protect  the  discoveries  from  the  weather 
and  from  the  visitors,  who  appear  to  have  no  idea  of  preserving 
them  from  injury.  He  states  that  no  mosaics  have  ever  come 
under  his  notice  which  surpass  these  for  beauty  of  design, 
gracefulness  of  form,  or  brilliancy  of  colour.  The  villa  was 
discovered  by  Captain  Thorpe,  of  Yarbridge,  and  the  excava¬ 
tions  have  been  made  under  the  direction  of  Messrs.  I.  E. 
Price,  F.S.A.,  and  F.  G.  H.  Price,  F.G.S. 


- a>-< - 

ART  PUBLICATIONS. 


Choice  Examples  of  Wedgavood  Art,  with  Descrip¬ 
tions  by  Eliza  Meteyard”  (London  :  George  Bell  and  Sons). 
—The  art  of  photography,  or  perhaps,  to  speak  more  exactly, 
the  autotype  process,  has  seldom  been  more  happily  applied 
than  to  this  latest  representation  of  a  selection  of  plaques, 
cameos,  medallions,  and  vases  by  Wedgwood.  It  was  felt 
that  as  fresh  examples  of  his  finest  works  rewarded  the  diligent 
search  of  collectors,  some  record  of  them  should  be  promulgated  ; 
for  even  now  the  list  of  his  works  is  not  complete,  and  is  still 
being  slowly  added  to.  Taking  the  history  of  the  subject  of  the 
first  plate,  a  portrait  medallion  of  Ceres,  we  see  how  such 
treasures  disappear  and  reappear.  No  entry  in  any  of  the 
extant  invoices  (the  usual  source  from  which  information  respect¬ 
ing  these  works  can  be  gathered)  is  to  be  found.  Ceres  as  a 
figure  in  white  jasper  was  at  the  time,  so  these  same  invoices 
show,  very  popular,  and  sold  for  4s.,  but  spite  of  its  popu¬ 
larity  every  copy  has  disappeared;  so  of  this  portrait  medallion, 
which  is  in  dull  sage-green  jasper.  It  apparently  was  made 
about  1775,  and  was  sent  out  to  Russia,  whence  it  found  its  way 
back  to  England  in  1877,  and  is  now  in  the  Haworth  collection. 
The  subject  of  the  second  plate  is  Cupid  and  Psyche,  and  it, 
too,  is  unique,  and  has  the  same  history.  The  third,  Aescula¬ 
pius  and  Hygeia,  was  found  twenty-five  years  ago  lying  in 
fragments  on  a  cinder  heap  at  the  rear  of  a  dealer’s  shop  in 
Hanway  Street,  and  was  purchased  for  3s.  6d.  Yet  the  majority 
of  the  specimens  date  from  a  period  of  fine  and  prolific  industr}', 
namely,  from  the  year  1787  to  the  close  of  the  century.  For  a 
considerable  portion  of  that  time  a  little  group  of  Roman 
artists,  headed  by  a  sculptor  of  great  merit,  Pacetti  by  name, 
were  at  work  for  Wedgwood  modelling  in  wax  and  carving  on 
shells  from  the  antique,  and  for  their  labours  obtaining  but  poor 
pay,  even  in  those  days  of  ill-paid  artistic  toil.  Pacetti,  for 
instance,  only  received  four  sequins  (^i  i6s.  8d.)  for  a  fine  wax 
model  of  Diana.  Flaxman  occasionally  overlooked  their  works, 
and  recommended  subjects,  and  we  find  him  being  paid  from 
13  to  15  guineas  for  his  designs.  As  Miss  Meteyard  remarks  in 
her  preface,  “Apart  from  their  artistic  and  educational  value, 
these  registers  of  Wedgwood’s  masterpieces  will  preserve  for 
future  generations,  when  the  works  themselves  may  have  passed 
away,  a  testimony  of  the  life  work  of  one  of  the  most  illustrious 
men  this  nation  has  produced.’’  The  work  will  hardly  repay 
the  publishers  for  their  spirited  enterprise  in  producing  such  a 
volume  unless  its  sale  be  considerable. 

“Lectures  and  Lessons  on  Art.’’  By  F.  W.  Moody 
(London  :  George  Bell  and  Sons.  Price  4s.  6d.). — We  heartily 
welcome  a  cheaper  edition  of  this  introduction  to  a  practical 
scheme  of  ornament.  There  are  few  books  that  we  can  more 
thoroughly  recommend  to  every  student  and  thinker  on  Art  than 
these  South  Kensington  Lectures,  and  we  deeply  regret  to  hear 
that  that  institution  has,  through  his  illness,  for  a  time  at  least, 
been  deprived  of  the  services  of  an  instructor  who  promised  to 
do  more  than  any  one  else  to  emancipate  the  museum  scholars 
from  that  mindless  and  mechanical  drudgery  to  which,  for 
the  greater  portion  of  their  time  in  that  institution,  they  seem 
enthralled.  Intellectual  effort  is  the  first  maxim  the  lecturer 


enjoins  ;  from  this,  as  the  hardest  work  of  all,  he  declares  that 
students  will  wriggle,  turn,  and  twist,  and  do  everything  to 
evade,  their  sole,  effort  usually  being  to  manufacture  draw¬ 
ings,  with  the  object  of  getting  a  prize ;  this  he  altogether 
condemns.  But  at  the  same  time  he  warns  his  hearers  from 
always  aiming  at  originality,  for  whilst  he  states  that  the  value 
of  originality  can  hardly  be  exaggerated,  it  may  almost  be  said 
to  be  the  root  of  all  evil.  “  Let  your  ambition  be  to  do  good 
rather  than  original  work,’’  is  one  of  the  maxims  out  of  the 
concluding  address  ;  and  half-a-dozen  others  culled  from  the 
same  source  will,  perhaps  as  Avell  as  anything  else,  show  the 
direction  in  which  Mr.  Moody’s  teaching  points.  Here  then  they 
are  :  “  Study  nature,  for  there  is  hardly  anything  in  nature  that 
is  not  perfect  in  colour.  A  dead  sparrow  would  enable  you  to 
arrange  the  marquetry  of  a  cabinet  with  faultless  harmony.’’ 
“  The  art  of  good  colour  is  keeping  the  colours  distinct ;  when 
mixed  they  are  little  better  than  mud.’’  “Expression  is  the 
very  soul  of  Art.’’  “  Knowledge  of  detail  is  essential,  but  any 
e.xpression  of  it  is  bad.’’  Mr.  Moody’s  book,  on  its  first  issue, 
was  subjected  to  harsh  criticism  by  some  of  the  press,  and  this 
has  called  forth  a  spirited  retort  in  the  preface  to  this  new 
edition,  wherein  he  terms  his  critics  “  circular  reasoners,’’  and 
accuses  them  of  picking  out  a  few  damaged  grains  and  exhibit¬ 
ing  them  as  true  samples  of  the  sack.  In  fact,  he  is  about  as 
ardent  an  advocate  for  their  abolition  as  Mr.  Whistler. 

Her  Majesty’s  Commissioners  for  the  Paris  Universal 
Exhibition  have  recently  issued  their  Report.  It  extends  to 
two  volumes  of  six  hundred  pages  each,  filled  with  most  mis¬ 
cellaneous  matter.  As  a  sample,  in  the  first  volume  we  catch 
a  glimpse  of  the  following  quotation  apropos  of  the  deaden¬ 
ing  effects  of  machinery  and  trades  unionism  as  applicable 
to  some  of  our  workmen: — “Well,  I’m  blest  if ’ere  ain’t  a 
chap  a  doin’  a  proper  day’s  work !  We  can’t  ha’  none  o’  this 
’ere-  nonsense.  Now  you  won’t  do  more  work  than  me,  and  I 
won’t  do  no  more  than  you,  an’  we  won’t  encourage  competition 
or  industry,  or  any  o’  them  vices!’’  We  congratulate  the 
Commission  on  their  good  sense  in  printing  at  length  Mr. 
Wardle’s  letter,  from  which  this  extract  is  taken,  for  it  contains 
so  much  sterling  advice  that  it  alone  is  worth  the  cost  of  the 
whole  Report.  The  greater  portion  of  the  second  volume  is 
filled  with  a  reprint  of  the  Handbook  to  the  Indian  Court,  which 
is  padded  out  with  much  unnecessary  matter,  of  which  the 
description  of  Coan  silk  and  the  Pompeian  Dancing  Girl — 

“  As  if  unclotlied  she  stands  contest 
In  a  transparent  Coan  vest  ” — 

may  be  taken  as  a  sample.  Of  much  greater  interest  is  the 
translation  of  the  official  summaries  prepared  by  the  French 
Ministry  of  Commerce  as  introductions  to  their  catalogue,  show¬ 
ing  the  condition  of  each  trade  and  industry  in  France  at  the 
date  of  the  Exhibition.  An  almost  endless  amount  of  informa¬ 
tion  is  here  compressed  into  some  two  hundred  pages.  We 
gather  from  the  preface  to  the  group  of  works  of  Art  that  here 
are  now  in  France  some  5,000  artists  in  oil,  1,200  sculptors, 
and  1,100  exhibiting  engravers  in  steel,  aquafortis,  and  wood. 


SOME  WORDS  OF  FAREWELL. 


ORTY-TWO  years  ago  I  commenced  the  work 
— from  the  editorship  of  which  I  now  retire  ;  my 
last  duty  in  Wie.  Art  Journal  is  to  print  some 
words  of  farewell  to  the  Public,  by  which  it 
has  been  so  long,  and  continues  to  be,  sup¬ 
ported. 

When,  in  1839,  I  issued  the  Art  Jour }tal— 
then,  and  during  nine  successive  years,  the  Art  Union — the 
condition  of  British  Art  was  discouraging  and  disheartening. 
The  greater  artists  of  the  century  “  flourished  ”  indeed  ;  but 
Art  was,  with  scarcely  an  exception,  to  them  only  a  bare  means 
of  subsistence.  Several  of  those  who  have  since  become  famous 
“for  all  time’’  obtained  sufflcient  incomes  by  giving  lessons: 
a  hundred  pounds  was  rarely  obtained,  by  any  one  of  them,  for 
a  picture.  I  have  seen,  at  public  sales,  paintings  sold  for  thou¬ 
sands  of  pounds  for  which  the  artist  received  less  than  a  hun¬ 
dred  ;  *  and  I  have  been  several  times  present  at  a  private  view 
of  the  Royal  Academy,  when  there  was  not  a  single  picture 
marked  “  sold  ’’  at  the  close  of  the  day.f 

Sculpture  was  in  a  still  more  disastrous  condition  :  Chantrey 
had  many  commissions  for  busts,  and  a  few  for  portrait  statues, 
and  he  and  Baily  and  Westmacott  some  patronage  for  monu¬ 
mental  tributes  ;  but  Foley  was  working  for  one  of  them — re¬ 
ceiving  a  mason’s  wages  per  diem — and  great  Flaxman,  not  long 
before  that  time,  had  been  rewarded  by  a  few  shillings  apiece  for 
his  immortal  designs.  So  little  was  the  grand  art  understood, 
that  when  I  ventured  on  the  issue  of  “statue  plates’’  I  had 
numerous  warnings  that  I  was  ruining  the  publication  ;  and  not 
once,  but  several  times,  a  plate  of  a  semi-nude  figure,  torn 
through,  was  sent  to  me  by  post,  protesting  against  such 
attempts  to  introduce  indecencies  into  families.  Of  late  years 
the  statue  plates  have  been  the  most  popular  of  the  three 
monthly  engravings. 

It  seemed  a  visionary  scheme  to  issue  a  periodical  that  should 
be  only  a  representative  of  Art :  depending  for  success  on  the 
support  of  artists.  Art  patrons,  and  Art  lovers.  But  that  such  a 
publication  was  needed,  there  could  be  no  question.  The  news¬ 
papers  that  now  print  many  columns  of  elaborate  and  judicious 
criticisms,  on  every  exhibition  and  every  Art  work,  then  seldom 
devoted  to  the  subject  more  than  a  few  lines.  I  had  to  create 
a  public  for  Art,  by  which  my  project  might  be  sustained;  yet 
for  a  long  time  it  was  a  wild  experiment :  progress  was  so  slow 
that  for  the  first  nine  years  the  work  did  not  meet  its  expenses 
any  one  year.  I  persevered,  loving  my  task,  having  not  only 
hope  for  it,  but  faith  in  it.  My  duty  was  to  make  the 
work  respected  as  well  as  popular  ;  so  to  blend  information  and 


I  might  fill  the  page  with  facts;  it  will  suffice  to  quote  one  or  two  as  “  sam¬ 
ples. ‘  The  Chess  Players/ Muller  sold,  in  my  presence,  for  ;^8o;  it  brought  at 
Christies’  ;^2,4oo.  The  price  my  honoured  friend  Prout  asked,  and  sometimes 
received,  was  6o  guineas  for  his  largest,  and  6  guineas  for  his  smaller,  drawings.  I 
purchased  in  1848-9  for  Mr.  Vernon,  at  the  British  Institution,  two  paintings  by 
John  Linncll — ‘The  Storm’  for  ;^40,  ‘The  "Wood  Cutters’  for  ;^ioo.  There  is 
hardly  a  name  of  renowm  in  British  Art  history  of  which  the  same  may  not  be  said, 
excepting  portrait  painters  ;  but  even  their  prosperous  days  had  not  arrived.  I  have 
seen  Jackson  at  work  on  a  portrait — and  he  produced  many  such — for  which  he 
received  10  guineas  ;  they  were  for  engravings  in  the  Evangelical  Magazine — works 
of  the  very  highest  order  of  portrait  Art. 

+  The  private  view  of  1880,  at  which  I  attended,  was  the  fifty-fourth  private  view  at 
which  I  have  been  present.  I  believe  I  did  not,  from  accident,  or  illness,  or  any  other 
cause,  miss  one  private  view  in  fifty-four  years. 

December,  1880. 


instruction  with  interesting  and  useful  intelligence,  as  to  give  it 
rank  among  the  higher  and  better  periodicals  of  the  time  and 
country.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  in  my  efforts  to  “  achieve 
fortune’’  I  had  many  obstacles  to  encounter,  and  serious  diffi¬ 
culties  to  surmount. 

There  was  literally  no  “patronage’’  for  British  Art ;  collectors — 
wealthy  merchants  and  manufacturers — did  indeed  buy  pictures 
as  befitting  household  adornments,  but  they  were  “  old  masters  ’’ 
with  familiar  names  ;  canvases  that  had  never  been  seen  by 
the  artists  to  whom  they  were  attributed  ;  copies  or  imitations 
by  “prentice  hands  ’’  that  were  made  to  seem  old  hy  processes 
which  I  persistently  exposed — printing  month  after  month  the 
custom-house  returns  of  pictures  imported,  and  showing  that  a 
larger  number  of  Titians,  Raphaels,  and  Rubenses  paid  duty  in  a 
year,  than  these  masters  had  produced  during  their  lives.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  made  manifest  the  policy  of  buying  only  such 
pictures  as  could  be  readily  identified — certified  by  the  artists 
who  were  living  ;  urging  the  probability  that  they  would  increase 
and  not  decrease  in  value,  while  it  was  almost  certain  that  so- 
called  “old  masters  ’’  would  ultimately  be  worth  little  more  than 
the  panels  and  frames. 

I  convinced  those  who  desired  to  purchase  pictures.  I  de¬ 
stroyed,  by  conclusive  evidence  and  continual  exposures,  the 
extensive  and  nefarious  trade  in  “  old  masters  ;  ’’  I  have  lived 
to  see  such  old  masters  valued  accordingly,  and  a  thorough 
transfer  of  patronage  to  modern  Art. 

Several  auspicious  circumstances  had  combined  to  aid  me  in 
my  hopeful  task.  First,  the  growing  wealth  and  intelligence  of 
British  merchants  and  manufacturers.  Next,  the  influence  of 
some  of  the  picture  dealers  in  the  manufacturing  districts  (such 
as  Agnew,  of  Manchester),  who  created  a  desire,  if  not  a  taste 
(that  was  tlie  gradual  result  of  persevering  zeal),  in  prosperous 
Manchester  and  its  rich  locality.  Next,  by  the  always  admirable 
working  of  the  Art  Union  of  London,  under  the  judicious 
direction  of  George  Godwin,  F.R.S.,  and  Lewis  Pocock,  F.S.A., 
and  its  present  secretary,  Mr.  Watson.  Next,  the  great  increase 
of  provincial  Schools  of  Art  in  association  with  the  Department 
of  Science  and  Art,  of  which  in  1840  there  were  three;  in  1880 
there  are  150,  hardly  a  provincial  town  of  note  being  now  with¬ 
out  this  valued  auxiliary  to  Art  knowledge.  Art  study,  and  Art 
practice.  Next,  in  1849,  came  the  invaluable  co-operation  of 
Mr.  Vernon,  who,  before  he  presented  his  great  gift  to  the 
nation,  gave  to  me  the  right  to  engrave  and  publish  the  w'hole 
of  his  collected  pictures.  The  Journal  then  became  a  success  ; 
it  was  largely  augmented  when,  in  1854,  her  Majesty  and  the 
“  Good  Prince  ’’  Consort  accorded  to  me  the  privilege  of  en¬ 
graving  and  publishing  150  selected  pictures  from  their  private 
collections  ;*  and  it  was  very  greatly  aided  by  my  illustrated 
Report  of  the  first  Great  International  E.xhibition,  1851 — the 
public  paying  for  the  Journal,  during  that  memorable  year  and 
part  of  the  year  succeeding,  no  less  a  sum  than  ^72,000. 


*  In  according  tkat  most  beneficial  grant,  his  Royal  Highness  was  graciously  pleased 
to  say  he  considered  the  Arl  journal  to  be  a  work  “  extremely  well  conducted,’^ 
as  “calculated  to  be  of  much  service,”  and  his  “patronage  of  which  it  had  given 
him  much  pleasure  to  afford.”  During  fourteen  years  the  Arf  journal  was  annually 
dedicated  to  his  Royal  Highness  :  since  his  lamented  death  it  has  been  dedicated 
to  his  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
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Especially,  and  above  all,  I  must  attribute  the  prosperity  of  the 
Ar^  'Joicrnal  to  the  generous  help  I  received  from  very  many 
artists,  to  the  aid  given  me  by  the  rapidly  increasing  collectors 
of  British  pictures,  to  the  co-operation  of  many — indeed,  almost 
all — the  abler  writers  on  Art  subjects,  and  certainly  to  a  general 
belief  that  I  was  doing  in  a  right  spirit  the  work  I  had  under¬ 
taken  to  do.  Yet  for  several  years  the  Ar/  Jou7'?ial  continued 
to  be  the  only  journal  in  Europe  by  which  the  Eine  Arts  and  the 
arts  of  manufacture  were  represented. 

I  make  grateful  record  of  the  services,  during  thirty-three 
years,  of  my  late  assistant  and  associate  editor,  Mr.  James 
Dafforne  Our  long  and  intimate  relations  were  brought 
to  a  close  by  death  so  recently  as  the  month  of  June  last. 
We  had  laboured  together  in  perfect  harmony.  He  loved 
his  work.  The  artists,  so  many  of  w.hose  productions  he  criti¬ 
cized,  found  in  him  a  courteous,  considerate,  generous,  and 
always  sympathizing  friend.  Though  for  a  long  time  in  de¬ 
clining  health,  his  energies  were  untiring;  his  zeal  to  do  good 
was  as  much  so  ;  his  abilities  are  proved  by  many  publications 
— memoirs  of  British  artists  principally.  It  would  be  difficult 
for  me  to  e.vaggerate  the  services  I  received,  month  after  month, 
at  the  hands  of  one  who  was  industrious,  able,  and  upright — 
who  in  all  he  did,  wrote,  and  said,  realised  the  ideal  of  a  Christian 
gentleman. 

And  surely  I  am  bound  to  acknowledge  the  assistance  of 
one  who  is,  thank  God !  sitting  by  my  side  while  I  write  ;  she 
has  been,  in  the  highest  and  holiest  sense,  my  “helpmate” 
during  fifty-si.v  years  of  wedded  life — my  constant  helper  and 
adviser  as  regards  this  Journal ;  and  has  long  been  ranked  by 
public  approval  among  its  best  contributors. 

The  Art  changes  and  advances  of  the  last  forty  years  suggest 
a  theme  too  large  to  be  treated  in  this  farewell  address. 

If,  in  the  year  1880, 1  review  a  long  past,  and  contrast  the  high 
and  palmy  state  of  British  Art  with  what  it  was  in  1840,  and  find 
the  Retrospect  a  source  of  thankfulness  and  happiness,  I  trust 
I  shall  be  pardoned  if  I  hope  from  Art  lovers,  from  artists,  and 
from  Art  patrons  a  responsive  farewell. 

But  this  address  would  be  imperfect  if  I  were  to  pass  over 
the  influence  the  Art  Joiirnal  has  had  on  the  Arts  of  Industry 
— Manufactured  Art. 

In  1843,  in  order  to  obtain,  that  I  might  communicate, 
information,  I  visited  all  the  manufacturing  cities  and  towns 
of  England.  I  found  that  by  few  or  none  of  them  was  any  con¬ 
sistent  and  persistent  effort  made  to  obtain  aid  from  artists 
or  from  Art.  A  single  e.xample  may  suffice.  When  at  Kid¬ 
derminster  in  that  year,  I  found  there  was  not  one  artist 
resident  within  twenty  miles  of  the  famous  town.  I  was  at 
Kidderminster  in  1876:  there  were  then  one  hundred  artists 
resident  in  the  vicinity,  and  a  sound  good  practical  School 
of  Art  was  established  there.  Every  establishment  had  its 
artists’  atelier  and  its  staff  of  artists.  It  is  so  in  all  the 
manufacturing  cities  and  towns  of  England  and  Scotland. 
Some  enlightened  men  had  indeed  striven,  and  suc¬ 
cessfully,  to  rival  the  art  produce  of  France ;  but  for  the 
most  part  there  was  entire  dependence  for  “  patterns,”  in 
every  class  and  order  of  Art,  on  borrowings,  purchases,  or 
thefts. 

And  now  English  manufacturers  and  those  of  Scotland 
thoroughly  comprehend  and  estimate  the  value  and  the  capa¬ 
bilities  of  Art,  and  honourably  and  successfully  compete  with 
the  manufacturers  of  France  and  the  other  nations  of  the 
world. 

In  1843  I  commenced  to  associate  the  Industrial  Arts  with  the 
Fine  Arts  proper;  to  show  “the  commercial  value  of  the  Fine 
Arts,”  that  “  beauty  is  cheaper  than  deformity,”  that  it  is  sound 
policy  as  well  as  true  patriotism  to  resort  to  artists  for  aid  in 
all  the  productions  of  the  “workshop” — in  every  branch  of 
Art  manufacture.  The  proposal  was  new'  and  startling — to  repre¬ 
sent  the  products  of  the  manufacturer  as  works  in  literature  had 
so  long  been  represented  ;  but  to  do  it  effectually  the  costly  aid  of 
the  engraver  was  absolutely  necessar}'.  [I  nay  remark,  eii  -pas¬ 
sant,  that  it  was  not  suggested  to  the  manufacturer  to  pay  any  part 
^of  the  cost ;  from  that  day  to  this,  the  expense  of  engraving  Art 


objects  has  been  borne  entirely  by  the  proprietors  of  the  Art 
Journal t\  Objections  to  the  plan  were  frequently  urged — espe¬ 
cially  that  such  pictures  would  be  suggestions  to  rivals.  I 
successfully  combated  them.  There  is,  perhaps,  not  a  single 
manufacturer  of  note  in  these  kingdoms  w'ho  has  not  been  thus 
represented  in  the  columns  of  the  Art  Journal ;  while  of  the 
International  Exhibitions  that  have  taken  place  in  all  parts  of 
tlie  w'orld,  fifteen  have  been  there  reported  and  illustrated — 
each,  upon  an  average,  by  nearly  a  thousand  engravings  of  the 
exhibited  works  of  manufacturers — according  to  each  manufac¬ 
turer  the  honour  and  advantage  of  wholesome  and  profitable 
publicity.* 

I  cannot  go  at  length  into  this  subject ;  it  is  needless  to  say 
that  models  of  excellence — furnished  by  all  the  leading  Art 
manufacturers  of  Europe,  America,  and  Asia — have  been  en¬ 
graved  and  published  in  the  Art  Journal,  to  the  number  of, 
I  think,  40,000,  during  the  forty-tw'o  years  of  its  existence  ; 
while  at  least  500  artists  (principally  British  painters  and  sculp¬ 
tors)  have  been  represented  by  the  art  of  the  most  skilful  en¬ 
gravers — the  artists  thus  becoming  teachers  of  the  many  instead 
of  instructors  of  the  few. 

Of  my  very  numerous  correspondents  during  these  many  years 
none  can,  I  trust,  accuse  me  of  neglect  or  discourtesy.  It  has 
been  my  invariable  custom  promptly  to  answer  every  letter  I 
received,  and  to  return  all  unaccepted  contributions. 

Of  the  spirit  in  which  I  have  directed,  or  have  w'ritten,  the 
critical  portions  of  the  Journal,  it  is  not  for  me  to  speak;  but  I 
trust  1  may  not  be  accused  of  presumption-^I  certainly  do  not 
fear  the  charge  of  w'rong  statement — if  I  say  I  have  never 
penned  a  line  of  censure  without  reluctance,  or  of  praise  with¬ 
out  sharing  happiness.  Always,  and  under  all  circumstances, 
I  have  had  pleasure  in  giving  pleasure,  and  pain  in  giving 
pain. 

I  do  not  think  the  History  of  Literature  supplies  a  parallel  case 
— that  of  an  editor  commencing  a  publication,  continuing  to 
edit  it  during  forty-tw'o  years,  and  retiring  from  it  when  it  had 
attained  vigorous  age — its  value  augmented,  and  not  deterio¬ 
rated  by  time. 

I  am  exceeding  the  limits  assigned  to  me,  in  my  very  natural, 
and  I  hope  justifiable,  desire  to  show  that  the  Art  spirit  and 
character  of  the  age  have  been  largely  served  and  materially 
advanced  by  the  Journal  I  am  about  to  consign  to  other  hands 
— to  enjoy  the  repose  I  humbly  think  I  have  earned  by  forty- 
two  years  of  labour,  and  by  sixty  years  of  work  as  “  a  man  of 
letters  by  profession.”  The  residue  of  my  life  will,  I  trust,  by 
God’s  blessing,  be  tranquil  and  happy — for  the  retrospect  will 
not  be  one  of  dissatisfaction  or  gloom.  It  will  be  made  tranquil 
and  happy  not  only  by  the  just  liberality  of  the  Proprietors  of 
the  Art  Joumial,  but  by  the  gracious  bounty  of  the  Queen, 
who,  in  according  to  me  a  pension  “  for  long  and  great  services 
to  literature,”  has  removed  from  me  that  apprehension  of  a 
future  which  so  many  men  of  letters  dread. 

I  shall  not  be  altogether  idle,  though  I  may  “  rest  from 
labour”  before  a  final  removal.  From  “  the  loophole  of  re¬ 
treat  ”  — 

“  To  see  the  stir 

Of  the  great  Babel,  and  not  feel  the  crowd  ” — 

I  shall  have  ease  and  leisure  to  complete  a  w'ork  on  w’hich  I 
have  been  some  years  engaged — “  Recollections  of  a  Long 

Life.”t 


®  The  first  was  that  of  Paris  in  1844,  when  in  a  supplementarj^  number  of  ihefjrt 
Union  two  hundred  engravings  were  given  ;  the  latest  was  that  at  Paris  in  1878.  In 
1844,  and  repeatedly  afterwards,  I  urged  on  the  public — on  all  interested  in  such 
matters — that  a  time  was  at  hand  when  such  an  exhibition  might  with  reasonable 
prospect  of  success  be  held  in  England.  In  1848  I  suggested  that  which  occurred  in 
1851 — the  placing  H.R.H.  Prince  Albert  at  the  head  of  a  duly  authorised  and 
properly  arranged  committee  of  management,  calling  upon  the  Government  to 
present  only  the  medals  of  honour,  and  relying  on  the  public  to  pay  the  whole  of  the 
cost. 

+  It  will  suffice  to  say  that  I  was  a  Parliamentar)*  Reporter  in  1823,  when  there  were 
“giants’’  in  both  Houses;  that  I  published  a  book  in  1820;  that  I  have  been  an 
editor,  without  the  intermission  of  a  single  year,  since  the  year  1823  ;  that  I  have 
personally  known  nearly  all  the  “  celebrities  ”  of  Literature  and  Art  who  have  glori¬ 
fied  the  centur3’^ ;  and  that  I  was  somewhat  intimately  acquainted  with  Ireland — a 
witness  of  all  the  changes  for  the  better  that  time  has  wrought  in  that  country* — 
commencing  such  acquaintance  so  far  back  as  1815. 
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I  humbly,  earnestly,  and  gratefully  thank  the  Public  by  whom 
1  have  been  so  long  supported  ;  the  artists,  by  so  many  of  whom 
I  have  been  generously  and  zealously  aided ;  the  Art  patrons 
whose  collections  have  so  continually  ministered  to  my  needs  ; 
the  manufacturers  who  so  frequently  acknowledged  a  debt  for 
assistance  rendered ;  to  all  my  fellow- workers  for  Art  of  the 
contemporary  press ;  to  the  numerous  friends  who  have  been 


my  constant  and  unfailing  cncouragers  and  helpers  ;  to  the 
Proprietors  of  the  Art  Jourjial,  who  for  more  than  thirty 
years  have  reposed  in  me  the  confidence  that  has  continued  to 
the  end. 

To  each  and  all  I  bid  a  respectful,  an  earnest,  a  grateful,  and 
an  affectionate  farewell. 

S.  C.  Hall. 


EXHIBITION  OF  SCOTTISH  ART  IN  EDINBURGH. 


IN  the  year  1853,  when  as  yet  the  Social  Science  Associa¬ 
tion  had  not  made  Art  one  of  its  departments,  the  Royal 
Scottish  Academy  brought  together  in  its  rooms  an  exhibition 
to  illustrate  the  condition  of  Art  in  Scotland,  and  the  effort 
was  highly  appreciated  by  the  members  of  the  Association 
then  meeting  in  Edinburgh.  Much  more  appropriate  was  it 
that,  on  the  return  of  the  Congress  to  the  Scottish  capital, 
the  discussions  in  the  department  of  Art  should  be  illus¬ 
trated  and  enforced  by  such  lessons  of  example  or  warning 
as  the  artists  of  Scotland,  past  and  present,  might  be  able 
to  afford.  In  furtherance  of  this  idea  the  Scottish  Academy 
has  gathered  a  most  interesting  collection,  in  which  an 
endeavour  is  made  to  trace  by  examples  the  history  of  the 
practice  of  Art  in  Scotland  from  the  earliest  time  to  the  present 
day.  An  exhibition  of  five  hundred  and  seventy  works  in 
all  was  opened  simultaneously  with  the  Social  Science  Congress 
in  October.  About  three  hundred  and  thirty  of  the  works  are 
by  deceased  artists,  the  remainder  being  by  existing  members 
of  the  Academy  and  other  artists.  From  a  technical  point  of 
view  the  collection  is  of  much  interest,  as  even  in  the  case  of 
some  of  the  older  works,  where  the  manner  of  w'orking  has  been 
almost  obliterated  by  successive  varnishings  or  by  the  ravages 
of  time,  the  student  can  study  style  of  working  or  uses  of  media, 
which  can  hardly  fail  to  prove  of  benefit.  In  a  preface  to  the 
catalogue  the  Academy  makes  reference  to  this  purpose  of  the 
collection  as  having  influenced  its  action  as  much  as  other 
reasons. 

The  traditions  of  Scottish  Art  begin  with  the  earlier  part  of 
the  seventeenth  century,  when  George  Jameson,  a  native  of 
Aberdeen,  brought  home  from  the  studio  of  Rubens  (where  he 
was  the  fellow- student  of  Vandyck)  some  conception  of  the 
ideas  of  that  gorgeous  and  vigorous  school.  It  was,  however, 
but  a  slight  conception,  and  if  the  single  portrait  here  shown 
were  to  be  taken  as  a  fair  example,  he  had  little  claim  to  that 
title  of  the  “Vandyck  of  Scotland”  which  Walpole  and  Cun¬ 
ningham  bestow  on  him.  The  portrait  of  himself  in  this  collec¬ 
tion  is  admittedly  “of  doubtful  authenticity,”  so  that  on  the 
threshold  the  historical  value  of  the  collection  is  impugned. 
How  was  it  the  Academy  did  not  secure  a  fine  and  undoubted 
Jameson  which  recently  came  to  light  in  the  hands  of  a  well- 
known  connoisseur  in  Edinburgh  ?  Scougall,  who  came  after 
Jameson,  is  unrepresented,  and  Aikman,  the  “  Laird  of  Carney,” 
once  a  well-known  London  portrait  painter,  has  but  one,  and  that 
a  poor  illustration.  Their  works  are,  however,  better  represented 
in  the  adjoining  National  Gallery.  Allan  Ramsay,  son  of  the 
Scottish  poet  of  that  name,  has  his  work  represented  by  thirteen 
portraits.  They  are  of  variable  merit,  the  best  being  a  charm¬ 
ing  old  lady  (Lady  Inglis,  of  Cramond),  and  a  three-quarter 
length  of  Provost  Elder,  of  Edinburgh,  as  a  young  man.  A 
miniature  of  his  wife,  copied  from  the  portrait  in  the  Scottish 
National  Gallery,  is  also  of  considerable  interest.  Two  portraits 
show  the  style  of  Sir  John  Medina,  while  several  by  David 
Martin,  and  two  works  by  David  Allan,  bring  down  the  succes¬ 
sion  close  to  our  own  day.  David  Allan,  who  went  to  Rome  in 
1764,  in  his  twentieth  year,  is  known  to  fame  as  having  won  the 
gold  medal  of  the  Academy  of  St.  Luke  for  his  composition, 

‘  The  Origin  of  Painting,’  now  in  the  Edinburgh  Gallery,  and  well 
known  from  engravings.  George  Watson,  the  first  President  of 


the  Royal  Scottish  Academy,  is  represented  by  ten  works. 
Deemed  in  his  time  the  rival  of  Raeburn,  his  works  have  not 
the  brilliance  or  the  technical  merit  of  that  great  portrait 
painter.  There  is  some  richness  in  the  fancy  picture  of  the 
lady  with  veil,  and  the  group  of  five  heads  of  the  Skirving 
family  would  have  more  merit  if  they  did  not  so  distinctly  sug¬ 
gest  Reynolds’s  cherubs.  Watson  painted  in  Reynolds’s  studio 
for  two  years.  Sir  David  Wilkie’s  portrait  art  is  represented 
by  the  pretentious  George  IV.  in  Highland  costume,  sent  by  the 
Queen  from  Holyrood  Palace,  and  by  a  magnificent  and  little- 
known  portrait  of  the  Earl  of  Kellie  in  his  peer’s  robes,  lent  to 
this  exhibition  from  an  obscure  county  town  in  Scotland.  Colvin 
Smith,  Sir  John  Watson  Gordon,  and  a  few  other  portrait 
painters  of  their  period  are  fully  represented,  including  two 
cabinet  portraits  by  Yellowlees,  the  “little  Raeburn,”  whose 
unnamed  portrait,  No.  3  in  the  catalogue,  is  distinguished  by 
an  admirable  touch.  Andrew  Geddes,  who  died  an  Associate 
of  the  Royal  Academy  in  1844,  after  twenty  years’  residence  in 
London,  was  previously  engaged  in  portrait  painting  in  his 
native  town,  Edinburgh.  He  has  nine  w’orks  shown  here, 
several  of  which  are  full  of  interest.  The  cabinet  full-length  of 
Miss  Mary  Clerk,  of  Eeldin,  is  a  sweet  and  tenderly  finished 
portrait  of  an  old  lady,  with  a  vase  of  flowers  elaborately  and 
effectively  detailed.  The  water-colour  portraits,  without  back¬ 
ground,  by  William  Nicolson,  first  Secretary  of  the  Scottish 
Academy,  and  a  native  of  Newcastle-on-Tyne,  are  of  great  in¬ 
terest  for  their  careful  finish  and  living  impressiveness.  As  illus¬ 
trations  of  a  bygone  style,  which  had  no  pretension  to  aesthetic 
excellence,  yet  admirably  fulfilled  the  aim  of  giving  a  vivid 
portrait,  these  works  are  of  great  value. 

The  living  portrait  painters  of  the  Scottish  school  are  nume¬ 
rous.  Sir  David  Macnee,  the  President,  is  somewhat  garish  in 
his  female  portraits — two  ladies  full  length  in  one  group ;  and 
in  his  male  portraits — such  as  that  of  the  Lord  President  of  the 
Scottish  Courts — falls  short  of  the  grip  of  character  which  formed 
the  merit  of  many  of  his  predecessors.  Of  living  portraits  there 
is  nothing  in  the  exhibition  to  excel  the  cabinet  portrait  by 
George  Reid,  R.S.A.,  showing  Professor  Robertson  Smith  (the 
Scotch  heresiarch)  in  his  studio.  Faultless  in  technique,  and 
by  the  accessories  taking  high  rank  as  an  artistic  composition, 
this  picture  is  one  of  the  landmarks  of  the  exhibition. 

In  landscape,  where  the  Scottish  painters  were  wont  to  claim 
their  second  position  of  strength,  there  is  abundance  of  instruc¬ 
tion  in  what  to  imitate  and  to  avoid  in  the  compositions  of  John 
Thomson  and  MacCulloch,  and  the  charming  marine  works  of 
Ewebank  and  the  Wilsons.  The  hesitation  to  acknowledge 
Horatio  MacCulloch,  for  which  his  countrymen  vehemently 
assailed  critics  in  England,  is  seen  to  be  justified,  in  the  ques¬ 
tion  of  technique  at  all  events,  from  the  signs  of  decay  visible  in 
so  many  of  his  works,  in  consequence  of  the  medium  used.  Sir 
George  Harvey  is  not  favourably  represented  in  having  set  up 
as  an  example  of  his  figure  painting  the  gaunt  forms  and  hard 
textures  of  his  '  Shakspere  before  Sir  Thomas  Lucy,’  a  picture 
with  one  redeeming  point  in  the  admirably  painted  hound 
darting  from  below  the  table.  As  an  example  of  texture  and 
technique  nothing  could  be  worse  than  this,  or  the  ‘  Bunyan  in 
I  Bedford  Gaol’  by  the  same  artist.  Compare  these  with  John 
1  Phillip’s  ‘  La  Gloria,’  one  of  his  most  notafile  Spanish  pictures. 
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and  the  student  passes  from  gaiiclieric  to  true  artistic  feeling, 
from  finical  feebleness  to  breadth  of  handling,  and  by  contrast 
perhaps  the  pictures  are  useful. 

Reference  was  made  in  the  debate  on  artistic  education  to  the 
influence  of  Robert  Scott  Lauder  on  the  young  artists  of  his 
day,  many  men  now  living  owing  all  their  technical  culture  and 
appreciation  of  colour  and  composition  to  his  teachings.  What 
is  perhaps  his  best  work  is  here  shown,  the  dramatic  scene 
representing  the  ‘  Trial  of  Effie  Deans.’  In  another  room  the 
‘  Queen  Elizabeth  at  the  Globe  Theatre,’  by  the  daring  and 
gifted  artist,  David  Scott,  maybe  viewed  in  some  respects  as  the 
companion,  in  others  as  the  contrast,  of  Scott  Lauder’s  picture. 
There  are  a  rich  fancy  and  a  grand  feeling  for  colours  in  this 
and  the  other  works  of  the  eccentric  genius  of  Scott,  and  his 
defiance  of  academic  trammels  is  sometimes  imitated  by  men 
who  have  not  his  innate  power  to  justify  it.  That  the  artist  in 
search  of  a  guide  would  be  safer  in  the  hands  of  Scott  Lauder 
will  not  be  doubted  by  any  who  study  the  examples  of  both  in 
this  collection.  In  ‘The  Traitor’s  Gate,’  an  engraved  picture, 
David  Scott  is  seen  at  his  best  as  regards  vigour  of  handling, 
but  some  of  the  details  fail  under  examination.  When  the 
Spanish  work  of  Phillip  and  Scott’s  Trial  picture  have  been 
looked  at,  the  great  works  by  recent  Scottish  artists  in  this  line 
are  exhausted.  Mr.  Lockhart’s  arhbitious  ‘Gil  Bias  and  the 
Archbishop  ’  is  full  of  promise,  and  the  mind  that  conceived 
Mr.  Noble’s  ‘Near  the  End  of  the  Weft’  might  be  expected  to 
yield  good  fruit  yet,  if  the  artist  had  not  turned  so  abruptly  to 
the  walk  of  river  landscape.  Mr.  Hugh  Cameron’s  idyllic 
cabinet  works  possess  the  charm  of  harmonious  colour  in  sub¬ 
dued  and  low  tones,  and  a  style  of  handling  which  promises 
durability.  The  msthetic  feeling  in  them  is  strong,  and  although 
never  approaching  greatness — without  reference  to  size — they 
are  at  all  times  gratifying  to  the  cultured  eye.  Mr.  Hay’s 
figure  subjects  are  hard  and  dry  even  to  baldness,  and  seldom 
suggest  more  than  the  lay  figures  they  represent,  though  con¬ 
ceived  with  a  tasteful  fancy.  Perhaps  nothing  could  more 


strikingly  illustrate  the  discussion  on  historic  painting  than  a 
contrast  of  these  two  artists,  the  first  giving  truthful  and  highly 
artistic  scenes  from  what  the  period  teaches  him,  the  other 
seeking  after  old  customs  and  costumes,  regarding  which  he 
cannot,  at  least,  give  us  historical  work.  Mr.  Holl  works  in 
the  same  vein,  and  a  strong  dash  of  humour  gives  greater 
vitality  to  his  last-century  interiors,  which  are  full  of  air,  and 
deftly  touched  in  their  textures.  The  charming  work  of  the 
deceased  George  Manson  shows  that  here  Scotland  had  a 
colourist  of  the  first  rank,  too  early  snatched  from  Art.  Sam 
Bough’s  rough  and  powerful  work  strongly  asserts  itself  in  a 
number  of  pictures  ;  and  with  all  defects  of  draughtsmanship, 
the  figures  and  landscapes  of  G.  P.  Chalmers,  another  recently 
deceased  artist,  are  conspicuous  for  their  depth  and  purity  of 
colour.  Mr.  Herdman’s  luscious  style  is  well  seen  in  the  three- 
quarter  length  ‘  Sybilla  ’  and  other  works ;  but  Mr.  Archer  is 
not  so  strongly  represented  as  his  general  form  would  deserve. 
Strangely  enough,  the  collection  has  no  work  by  Pettie,  Orchard- 
son,  T.  Faed,  or  Peter  Graham.  Has  the  Royal  Scottish 
Academy  ceased  to  claim  them  as  disciples  of  the  Scottish 
school  ?  Missing  them,  we  miss  much  that  is  characteristic  of 
the  best  features  of  that  school — the  strong  rugged  individualism 
which,  tempered  by  the  enlarged  experience  drawn  from  life  in 
the  metropolis,  has  given  Scotsmen  a  name  and  a  power  in  the 
j  ranks  of  the  Royal  Academy.  Erskine  Nicol,  who  is  Acade- 
I  mician  in  Scotland,  and  Associate  in  the  Royal  Academy,  is 
not  cast  out,  and  the  exhibition  is  all  the  stronger  for  his  ‘  Turf 
Boats — West  Meath,’  a  rich  work  in  his  earlier  style,  and 
‘  Renewal  of  the  Peace  Refused,’  a  humorous  Irish  interior 
scene.  And  it  cannot  be  doubted  that  had  the  Scottish 
Academy  seen  fit  to  claim  credit  for  the  others  of  its  alumni 
above  named,  the  exhibition  of  “  Deceased  and  Living  Artists 
of  the  Scottish  School”  would  have  gained  in  breadth  and 
strength,  as  their  works  would  have  replaced  some  of  the  crude 
;  figure- work  that  is  here  shown. 

,  T.  A.  C. 


THE  WRITING  MASTER. 

FROM  THE  PICTURE  IN  THE  ROYAL  GALLERY,  DRESDEN. 

Frans  Mieris,  Painter.  - ^  .—g -  R.  AVallis,  Engraver. 


HOW  this  picture  could  ever  have  acquired  the  name  by 
which  it  is  known,  and  which  we  have  therefore  retained, 
seems  inexplicable :  there  is  nothing  in  the  intellectual,  well¬ 
looking,  and  well-dressed  figure  to  indicate  a  man  who  earns 
his  living  by  teaching  the  art  of  penmanship  to  the  youngsters 
of  his  time.  The  books  on  the  table,  which  is  covered  with  a 
rich  tapestried  cloth,  and  the  globe  on  his  right  hand,  testify  to 
his  being  a  student  of  some  kind  ;  and  the  open  manuscript  book 
before  him  suggests  that  he  is  simply  in  the  act  of  mending  a 
pen  to  enable  him  to  continue  his  writing.  Assuming  his  occu¬ 
pation  to  be  that  of  a  copyist — and  the  composition  might  admit 
of  such  construction,  though  it  is  far  from  probable — the  proper 
title  would  have  been  ‘The  Scribe.’  But  whatever  name  the 
picture  bears,  the  work  itself  is  a  remarkably  fine  specimen 
of  one  of  those  famous  Dutch  ge?ire  painters  of  the  seven¬ 
teenth  century  whose  productions  enrich  almost  every  gallery 
of  repute  in  Europe  where  the  works  of  the  old  masters  have 
a  home. 

Frans  van  Mieris,  born  in  1635  at  Leyden,  studied  under 
Gerhard  Dou,  and  with  such  an  instructor  he  made  so  great 
progress  that  his  works  soon  gave  him  a  high  reputation. 
Finished  with  the  utmost  elaboration  of  pencilling,  this  quality 
never  appears  to  be  the  result  of  great  labour,  but  is  free  and 
masterly.  He  is  known  to  have  painted  numerous  portraits, 
and  it  is  not  unlikely  that  this  ‘Writing  Master’  may  be  one  of 


them,  for  not  a  few  of  his  fancy  pictures  are  miniature  portraits 
treated  as  such.  Mieris’ s  single  figures,  whether  of  males  or 
females,  and  his  ‘‘conversation”  compositions  of  two  or  more 
persons,  are  frequently  seen  through  an  arched  casement  or 
window,  as  in  the  annexed  engraving.  The  treatment  of  this 
subject  is  very  effective;  the  light,  it  will  be  seen,  docs  not 
enter  the  apartment  through  the  open  archway,  but  through  a 
window  on  the  left,  which  is  only  made  apparent  by  its  illumi¬ 
nating  the  various  objects  on  which  it  falls.  This  light  is  inten¬ 
sified  by  the  introduction  of  a  dark  curtain,  that  helps  to  give 
brilliancy  to  the  picture.  The  natural  attitude  of  the  man,  the 
modelling  of  the  head  and  hands,  the  easy  flow  of  the  lines  in 
the  arrangement  of  his  costume,  are  points  of  excellence  which 
must  commend  themselves  to  all  who  examine  the  vvork  care¬ 
fully.  Even  the  copper-lined  hand-dish,  half  filled  with  water, 
and  the  towel  by  its  side,  have  their  value  in  the  general  design, 
by  filling  up  agreeably,  and  concealing,  the  angle  of  the  arch¬ 
way,  which  otherwise  would  have  appeared  formal.  The  grace 
of  Frans  Mieris’s  figures,  and  their  entire  freedom  from  vul- 
garit}'’,  constitute  not  the  least  of  their  attractive  qualities.  This 
painter  died  in  1681,  at  the  comparatively  early  age  of  forty-six, 
the  victim  of  intemperate  habits  long  indulged  in  :  he  left  two 
sons,  John  and  William,  who  studied  under  their  father;  the 
younger  of  the  brothers  may  be  placed  in  the  ranks  of  the  best 
Dutch  painters  oi genre,  but  he  is  inferior  to  his  father. 
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PALM-TREES  AND  MINARETS. 

By  EDWARD  THOMAS  ROGERS,  Esq.,  late  H.M.  Consul  at  Cairo,  and  his  Sister,  MARY  ELIZA  ROGERS. 

The  Drawings  bv  George  L.  Seymour. 


NE  of  the  principal  fea¬ 
tures  in  every  Egyptian 
landscape  is  the  date¬ 
bearing  palm-tree,  PJios- 
iiix  dactylifera ;  in 
AxaJoxCjNakleJi.  Grace¬ 
fully  towering  above 
every  other  object,  and 
terminating  in  a  feathery 
tuft  of  thirty  or  forty 
waving  fronds,  from  be¬ 
tween  which,  in 
the  summer  sea¬ 
son,  maybe  seen 
hanging  down 
large  clusters  of 
rich  fruit,  red  as 
coral  or  yellow 
as  amber,  it  is 
at  once  the  most 
beautiful  and 
valuable  tree  to 
the  native.  It 
is  seen  growing 
singly,  in  small 
clumps,  or  in  ex¬ 
tensive  groves 
almost  as  thick 
as  forests.  Every 
portion  of  the 
tree  is  utilised. 

The  fruit,  of 
which  there  are 
many  varieties, 
guished  by  their 
size,  and  flavour 


distin- 
colour, 
gives  an 

average  annual  revenue  of 
about  £2  sterling  for  each 
tree  to  the  farmer.  Every 
year,  after  the  fruit  season, 
the  lower  fronds,  which  are  from  thirty  to  forty  feet  long,  are  cut 
otf ;  their  fringy  leaves  are  made  into  soft  baskets,  matting,  and 
fans;  the  stems,  or  rather  the  mid-ribs,  of  the  leaves  (called  jerid), 
are  very  tough  and  durable  ;  they  are  converted  into  a  very  great  variety 
of  articles  for  domestic  use— bedsteads,  stools,  cradles,  bird-cages,  crates, 

&c.  This  is  very  easily  accomplished,  for  the  jerid,  or  palm-stick,  is  soft 
and  easily  pierced  when  freshly  cut,  and  it  becomes  very  tough  and  difficult 
to  break  when  dry.  Strong  light  chests  are  quickly  made  by  fixing  close 
together  newly  cut  thick  jerids,  and  piercing  them  transversely  with  thinner 
ones.  (The  celebrated  Arab  game  of  stick  throwing  on  horseback  takes 
its  name  from  the  jerid,  which  is  the  stick  generally  used.) 

A  peculiar  net-like  fibre  grows  round  the  bottom  of  the  fronds,  and  binds 
them  together ;  this  is  utilised  by  the  peasantry  for  making  ropes  and 
matting.  The  trunks  serve  for  roofing  the  peasants’  houses,  and  for  constructing 
the  shaduf  for  raising  water  from  the  Nile  (described  on  p.  66,  vol.  for  1879),  and 
for  many  other  purposes.  Brandy  of  fine  quality  is  distilled  from  the  fruit.  The 
heart,  or  pith  of  the  palm-tree,  just  at  its  crown,  has  a  delicate  flavour,  not 
unlike  that  of  a  very  sweet  chestnut,  but  it  is  seldom  tasted  in  the  valley  of  the 
Nile,  except  when  a  tree  falls,  for  its  excision  kills  the  tree. 

There  are  no  less  than  twenty-five  kinds  of  dates  offered  for  sale  in  the 
markets  of  Cairo.  Some  are  short  and  thick,  whilst  another  variety,  brought 
from  Nubia,  attains  the  length  of  three  or  four  inches.  The  dates  of  Assuan, 
which  were  praised  by  Strabo,  are  still  very  highly  esteemed.  Some  dates  are 
eaten  fresh  and  hardly  ripe  ;  they  are,  however,  rather  acrid ;  but  if  an  unripe 
1880. 


bunch  be  cut  off  and  suspended  within  a  house,  the  dates 
gradually  ripen,  and  tlien  they  are  eaten  in  perfection.  In 
this  state  the  skin  is  very  easily  detached  by  gently  squeezing 
the  fruit  at  one  end,  when  the  firm  pulp  slips  out  smoothly,  and 
the  stone  is  found  with  nothing  adhering  to  it.  These  condi¬ 
tions  are  the  proofs  of  perfect  ripeness.  But  most  of  the  varie¬ 
ties  of  date  are  allowed  to  dry,  and  are  stored  away  for  food. 
One  kind  is  preserved  in  a  moist  state  by  being  kneaded  and 
pressed  into  a  firm  mass,  and  tightly  packed  in  gazelle  or  goat 
skins,  or  in  baskets.  This  is  a  very  important  item  of  food 
among  the  Bedouins ;  it  is  called  'ajweJi. 


Nai'x-ow  By-way,  Old  Cairo, 
page  213.) 


Wooden  Framework  of  Shop  Front,  Cairo. 
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ALM  wine  is  met  with 
in  the  oases  only.  It 
is  obtained  in  the 
summer-time,  when 
the  sap  is  up,  by 
making  incisions  in 
the  heart  of  the  tree, 
out  of  wliich  the 
fronds  seem  to  spring. 
To  accomplish  this 
it  is  necessary  to  cut 
away  all  the  outer 
fronds.  A  skin  is 
stretched  out  round 
the  tree  just  below 
the  incisions  to  catch 
the  juice.  Some 
palms  yield  as  much 
as  six  pints  in  the 
course  of  one  night. 
The  juice  is  sweet¬ 
ened  with  honey,  and 
drunk  immediately. 
This  process  entirely 
spoils  the  tree. 

Dates  are  so  highly 
valued  in  Egypt  that 
they  always  command  good  prices  there,  consequently  only  a 
small  proportion  of  this  fruit  is  exported.  There  is  a  remarkable 
fact  connected  with  the  cultivation  of  the  date  palm,  namely, 
that  it  requires  artificial  fructification  in  order  to  insure  the  pro¬ 
duction  of  fruit.  In  the  months  of  February  and  March,  and 
sometimes  as  late  as  April,  the  palm-trees  are  in  blossom  ;  the 
peasants,  knowing  their  trees  and  distinguishing  their  sex,  climb 
up  and  carefully  gather  the  male  flowers  with  their  bountiful 


Palm-trees  are  to  the  villages  of  Egypt,  in  point  of  picturesque¬ 
ness,  what  minarets  are  to  the  towns  and  cities,  and  what 


Speciriien  of  Red  Pottery  made  at  Assiont. 


supply  of  pollen,  and  then  ascend  the  female  trees, 
blossoms  they  impregnate  by  gently  dropping  on 
them  the  impalpable  white  dust  which  falls  from  the 
cut  flower  when  shaken.  This  is  said  to  be  a  very 
ancient  practice  in  Egypt.  It  is  to  be  presumed  that 
the  bees  and  other  winged  insects,  which  are  the  natural 
means  of  conveying  the  pollen  from  one  flower  to 
another,  do  not  ily  so  high  as  the  top  of  the  palm-tree 
while  they  can  find  flowers  near  to  the  surface  of  the 
ground,  and  its  distribution  by  the  wind  would  neces¬ 
sarily  be  both  precarious  and  partial  ;  nor  could  it  be 
effected  so  systematically  as  by  the  artificial  means 
adopted  by  the  Egyptian  peasantry. 

In  tapper  Egypt  the  Dom  palm  flourishes :  it  is  often 
called  the  Theban  palm,  it  being  confined  almost  exclu¬ 
sively  to  the  Thebaid.  It  is  entirely  different  in  appear¬ 
ance  from  the  date  palm.  The  single  stem  which  shoots 
from  the  ground  bifurcates  when  it  has  attained  a  cer¬ 
tain  height,  and  each  branch  again  separates  into  two 
branches ;  at  the  end  of  each  branch  grows  a  long  fan¬ 
shaped  leaf.  The  fruit  is  of  an  irregular  oval  shape, 
from  four  to  six  inches  long,  and  of  a  rich  brown  colour, 
with  a  smooth  shiny  surface.  It  contains  a  sweet  fibrous 
pulp  enveloping  a  nut,  which  is  very  similar  in  sub¬ 
stance  to  the  Corosso  nut  of  commerce,  commonly 
called  vegetable  ivory.  It  is  so  close-grained  and 
hard  that  turners  greatly  value  it,  and  the  carpenters 
of  both  ancient  and  modern  Egypt  have  employed  it  for 
the  sockets  of  their  drills. 

It  is  said  that  God  created  the  palm-tree  especially  for 
the  Muhammedans,  and  that  lie  has  decreed  to  them 
all  the  palm-trees  in  the  world  ;  they  accordingly  expect 
to  conquer  every  country  in  which  these  trees  flourish. 
The  Arabs  compare  the  palm-tree  to  a  human  being,  for 
if  the  head  be  cut  off  the  tree  dies,  and  if  a  branch  be 
cut  off  another  does  not  grow  in  its  place.  Muhammed 
said,  “  Honour  the  date  palm,  your  paternal  aunt ;  she 
was  created  of  the  earth  of  which  Adam  was  made.” 


whose 


Black  Pottery  of  Assioi/t. 

church  towers  and  spires  are  to  our  English  villages.  A  mud- 
built  village  of  Lower  Egypt  without  its  group  of  palm-trees  is 
a  miserable-looking  place,  but  the  rudest  cluster  of  huts  with  a 
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few  of  these  graceful  trees  growing  among  them  makes  a  plea¬ 
sant  picture  even  at  the  end  of  the  summer,  when  the  fruit  has 
been  gathered  and  all  the  drooping  outer  fronds  have  been  cut 
away,  as  represented  in  Mr.  Seymour’s  sketch  of  a  village  in 
the  suburbs  of  Cairo.  The  trees  in  the  distance  are  sycamores. 
(The  sycamore  was  a  sacred  tree  of  the  ancient  Egyptians.) 

The  houses  consist  of  four  low  walls  of  sun-dried  bricks  made 
of  Nile  mud,  roofed  with  palm-tree  rafters,  plastered  with  mud, 
and  thatched  with  Indian-corn  stalks,  palm-leaves,  rushes,  or  old 
mats.  A  peep  through  the  low  doorway  reveals  a  comfortless 
abode.  At  the  farthest  end  of  the  room  there  is  a  wide  raised  dais, 
about  three  or  four  feet  high,  on  which  are  a  few  mats  and  one 
or  two  sheepskins.  It  is  actually  the  roof  of  an  oven,  and  here 


in  winter-time  the  family  sleep,  with  the  fire  lighted  just  beneath 
them.  A  few  copper  and  earthenware  cooking  utensils,  a  hand- 
mill  for  grinding  corn,  some  wooden  bowls  and  water  jars, 
comprise  the  furniture.  There  are  a  few  small  apertures  in  the 
upper  part  of  the  walls  to  admit  light  and  air.  The  door  is 
sometimes  concealed  by  a  little  square  open  court,  where 
domestic  animals  are  kept,  and  which  in  summer-time  serves  as 
a  sitting-room  and  sleeping-place  for  the  family. 

Ihe  villagers,  both  male  and  female,  are  of  slender  form,  but 
the  large  brown  aba'i,  or  cloak,  made  of  homespun  goat’s  hair, 
worn  by  the  men  over  their  indigo-dyed  cotton  shirts  when  not 
at  work,  give  them  a  dignified  appearance,  especially  if  the 
closely  fitting  felt  cap  is  concealed  by  a  turban. 


The  village  sheikh  {^Sheikh  el-Beled)  occupies  a  rather  supe¬ 
rior  dwelling,  and  his  dress,  when  he  goes  to  market,  is  gene¬ 
rally  a  large  black  aba'i  and  a  red  tarbush,  with  a  red  or  white 
turban  coiled  round  it.  In  his  hand  he  usually  carries  a  long 
thick  palm-stick  (jerid)  as  a  sign  of  his  office. 

But  we  must  leave  the  village  and  its  palm-trees  and  return 
to  the  city.  The  oldest  and  most  beautiful  houses  of  Cairo  are 
by  degrees  falling  to  decay,  or  being  demolished  to  make  way 
for  new  streets  ;  but  fortunately  the  beautiful  mushreblyehs  and 
the  painted  wooden  ceilings,  the  shelves  and  inlaid  cupboard 
doors,  are  generally  preserved  from  utter  destruction,  for  there 
are  now  many  people  in  Cairo,  pashas  and  European  residents, 
who  highly  appreciate  these  relics  of  the  best  period  of  Arab 


Art,  and  they  are  building  new  houses  in  the  old  style,  with 
certain  modifications,  and  adorning  them  with  the  rescued  deco¬ 
rations.  In  these  houses  we  see  a  happy  blending  of  Oriental 
luxury  and  European  comfort. 

In  a  Muhammedan  establishment  the  two  principal  apart¬ 
ments  are  the  ma7idarah  and  the  ka'a.  The  former,  the  recep¬ 
tion-room  of  the  master  of  the  house,  is  always  on  the  ground- 
floor,  and  opens  into  the  principal  court ;  the  latter  is  the 
reception-room  of  the  harem,  and  is  approached  by  winding 
passages  from  the  court  when  it  is  on  the  ground-floor.  A  ka’a 
of  the  best  period  is  a  long  apartment  of  symmetrical  propor¬ 
tions,  the  entrance  to  which  is  near  the  middle  of  one  of  the  sides. 
The  central  part,  called  the  durka’a_,  is  paved  with  marble 
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mosaics,  and  occupies  less  than  one-third  of  the  whole  space. 
On  the  right  and  left  of  the  durka’a  the  floor  is  raised  a  few 
inches,  and  covered  with  matting  and  carpets ;  and  narrow 
mattresses,  and  cushions  covered  with  silk,  are  ranged  all  round 
against  the  walls.  Visitors  leave  their  shoes  on  the  marble 
floor  of  the  durka’a  before  stepping  on  to  this  carpeted  and 
cushioned  dais,  which  is  called  the  liwan. 

HE  walls  of  the 
liwan  are  gene¬ 
rallysurfaced  to 
a  certain  height 
with  glazed 
tiles,  and  fur¬ 
nished  with  cup¬ 
boards,  the 
doors  of  which 
are  enriched 
with  inlaid 
work.  An  ex¬ 
ample  of  a  de¬ 
corated  door  is 
given  on  this 
page.  The  cup¬ 
boards,  and  the 
shelves  which 
run  round  the 
liw’ans  above 
them,  are  often 
crowded  with 
beautiful  speci¬ 
mens  of  antique 
china  and  other 
kinds  of  pot¬ 
tery.  The  vases 
represented  on 
p.  358  are  made 
at  Assiout,  and 
are  of  the  same 
kind  of  clay 
which  is  used 
for  making  the 
pipe-bowls  fur 

which  Assiout  is  famous.  Of  these  vases  some  are  black  and 
others  red.  They  are  intended  for  ornament  rather  than  for 
use,  and  consequently  often  decorate  the  shelves  of  a  liwan. 
The  ceiling  over  the  durka’a  is  always  much  more  lofty  than 
the  ceiling  of  the  liwans.  It  is  often  pierced  by  a  circular 
clerestory  with  stained-glass  windows.  The  ceilings  are  either 
carved  and  painted,  or  decorated  by  fixing  very  thin  laths  in 
geometrical  patterns  on  panels,  and  afterwards  painting  them. 
All  the  windows'of  the  ka’a  look  into  the  inner  court  or  garden, 
in  which  there  is  generally  a  fountain.  The  beautiful  balco¬ 
nied  windows,  with  their  cosily  cushioned  corners,  are  used  only 
for  the  upper  stories. 

The  pleasantest  part  of  such  a  house,  when  the  heat  is  oppres¬ 
sive,  is  a  kind  of  open  pavilion  erected  in  the  court,  with  trees 
and  flowers  on  one  or  two  sides  of  it.  Here  the  master  of  the 
house  receives  his  guests  in  the  summer-time.  An  alcove  some¬ 
times  serves  the  same  purpose.  These  places  are  more  or  less 
decorated  with  marble  and  mosaic-v/ork. 

A  good  example  of  elaborate  surface  ornament  is  shown  on 
this  page.  It  gives  some  idea  of  the  richness  of  the  decoration 
to  be  seen  in  many  of  the  minarets  of  Cairo,  whence  five  times 
a  day  the  call  to  prayers  is  heard.  This'  is  perhaps  one  of  the 
most  pleasant  recollections  which  the  traveller  retains  of  a 
sojourn  in  a  Muhammedan  country.  Whether  in  the  placid 
calmness  of  the  early  morn,  or  during  the  enforced  stillness  of 
the  noonday  heat,  or  in  the  welcome  quiet  of  the  dewy  eve,  the 
sound  of  the  mueddin’s  call  from  the  height  of  the  minaret  in 
the  bus}''  town,  or  from  the  roof  of  the  moie  humble  house  of 
prayer,  from  the  threshing-floor  of  the  village,  or  from  the  door 
of  the  sheikh’s  tent  in  the  desert,  is  always  pleasing.  Those 


men  are  selected  as  mueddins  who  have  sonorous  and  melodious 
voices,  and  there  is  a  great  charm  in  the  simplicity  of  their 


Balconied  Windoio  loitli  small  projecting  Mushrchiyeh.  (See  page 


exhortation,  and  in  the  plaintive  tone  in  which  they  chant, 
“God  is  most  great.  I  testify  that  there  is  no  deity  but  God. 
I  testify  that  Muhammed  is  the  apostle  of  God.  Come  to  prayer. 


Specimen  of  Sculptured  Surface  Ornamentation  in  a  Minaret,  Cairo. 


Come  to  security.  God  is  most  great.  There  is  no  deity  but 
God.”  At  night-time  they  add,  “  Prayer  is  better  than  sleep.” 


Decorated  Cupboard  Door  in  the  Ka'a  of  an  Old 
House  in  Cairo. 
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CORPORATION  PLATE  AND  INSIGNIA  OF  OFFICE,  ETC."^' 

By  LLEWELLYNN  JEWITT,  F.S.A.,  &c. 


HE  Corporation  of  Saffron  Walden,  whose 
very  name  has  an  interest  attached  to  it  beyond 
that  of  many  other  towns,  possesses  a  large 
mace,  two  smaller  maces,  a  mayor’s  chain  and 
badge,  and  corporation  seals.  I  have  said 
that  a  special  interest  is  attached  to  the  name  : 
this  is  shown  by  the  punning  or  allusive  de¬ 
vice  on  the  town  seal,  which  exhibits  three  flowers  of  the 
saffron  within  town  walls,  and  thus  carries  out  literally  the  name 
of  “Saffron  Walled-in;’’  that  is,  the  satfron  enclosed  within 
walls.  Hakluyt,  in  1582,  records  that,  of  course  long  before 
his  time,  “it  is  reported  at  Saffron  Walden  that  a  pilgrim,  pro¬ 
posing  to  do  good  to  his  country,  stole  a  head  of  saffron,  and 
hid  the  same  in  his  palmer’s  staffe,  which  he  had  made  hollow 
before  of  purpose,  and  so  he  brought  the  root  into  this  realme 
with  venture  of  his  life,  for  if  he  had  bene  taken,  by  the  law  of 
the  countrey  from  whence  it  came,  he  had  died  for  the  fact.’’ 
The  use  of  saffron  was  certainly  known  in  Anglo-Saxon  times, 
so  that  its  introduction  into  this  country  must  have  been  early ; 
and  whether  Walden  was  its  first  place  of  growth  or  not,  it  is 
very  clear  that  it  was  there  mainly,  if  not  entirely,  cultivated. 
It  has  by  some  been  stated  to  have  been  there  introduced  in  the 


reign  of  Edward  HI.  (1327 — 77),  and  by  others  by  Sir  T.  Smith 
in  the  sixteenth  century.  At  all  events  its  growth  in  the  locality 
gave  the  prefix  “  Saffron  ’’  to  the  name  of  the  place,  “  Walden’’ 
(as  also  to  a  locality  near  London,  “Saffron  Hill,’’  where  it 
was  also  grown),  and  to  the  playful  allusion  on  the  seal,  of  the 
choice  plant  being  “  walled  in.’’ 

The  large  mace  is  of  silver  gilt,  weighs  over  400  ounces,  is  4  feet 
7  inches  in  length,  and  of  the  usual  open-arched  form.  The 
bowl  is  crested  with  a  circlet  of  fleurs-de-lis  and  crosses  patt^e, 
from  which  rise  the  open  arches  of  the  crown,  surmounted  with 
orb  and  cross.  Round  the  bowl,  which,  as  usual,  is  divided  into 
four  compartments  by  winged  demi-figures  and  foliage,  are, 
relatively,  a  rose  crowned  between  the  royal  initials  I.  R. ;  a 
thistle  similarly  crowned  and  initialed ;  a  fleur-de-lis  treated  in 
same  manner;  and  a  harp,  also  crowned  and  initialed.  Under 
each  of  these  national  emblems  is  a  lion’s  head.  On  the  plate 
at  the  top,  under  the  open  arches  of  the  crown,  are  the  royal 
arms,  quarterly,  i  and  4,  France  (three  fleurs-de-lis)  and  England 
quarterly;  2,  Scotland;  3,  Ireland,  within  the  garter,  with  crest, 
supporters,  and  motto,  and  the  royal  initials  I.  R.  There  is 
also  on  the  bowl  the  inscription,  “  Repaired  and  new  gilt  the 
year  1726.  Jonathon  Powell,  Esq.,  Mayor.’’  The  shaft,  which 


Fig.  61. — Biirghmote  Hern  and  M-ayor\s  Cham,  Folkestone. 


is  divided  into  four  lengths  by  encircling  bands,  is  chased  with 
rose  and  thistle,  and  bears  the  arms  of  the  town,  with  griffin 
and  lion  supporters,  and  the  inscription,  “  Christ''-  Due  de  Alber- 
marle  Recordr-  Edw.  Turner  Mil.  Major.  Reluctantibus  phana- 
ticis  Communitas  de  Saf.  Wald,  in  com.  Essex  refloruit  29  Jul. 
an.  Salut.  1685,  favente  Rege  his  Patronis.’’ 

In  the  oldest  book  of  accounts  belonging  to  the  corporation, 
called  the  “Liber  Fraternitatis  Sanctse  Trinitatis  de  Walden,’’ 
which  commences  in  1546,  are  the  following  entries  : — “  1549. 
Mr.  Warren,  the  goldsmith,  for  the  great  mace,  20s.  8d. ;’’ 
“Mr.  Goddriche,  making  the  common  scale,  20s.  An  ounce 
and  a  quarter  of  sylver  for  the  same,  los.  6d.  ;  ’’  “  1614.  For 
newe  gildingthe  great  mace  against  the  king’s  cominge,^i  3s. ;’’ 


*  Continued  from  page  304. 


“  Peyd  for  changing  the  oulde  towne  cupp,  £•]  17s.  6d.  ;“ 
“  1655.  Payd  for  the  great  mace  mending,  and  setting  the  armes 
and  crowne  fast,  5s.  8d.  ;  ’’  “  1688,  Aug.  23.  Paide  for  a  new 
scale,  £2." 

The  two  small  silver  maces  are  early,  and  particularly  interest¬ 
ing.  They  are  of  the  time  of  Edward  VL,  having  been  pro¬ 
cured  in  his  reign,  as  appears  from  the  “  Liber  Fraternitatis  :’’ 
“  1549.  2  new  maces  weighing  18  ownces  on  quarter  and 

half,  at  8s.  the  ownce,  vijli.  vijs.’’  They  have  semi-globular 
heads,  crested  with  circlets  of  fleurs-de-lis  and  crosses  pattee, 
with  cable  moulding  and  trefoil  foliage ;  and  on  the  flat  plates 
at  the  top,  in  ornamental  shield,  are  the  royal  arms,  France  and 
England  quarterl3n  The  shafts  are  plain.  The  bases  vary  to 
some  extent  in  shape,  and  attached  to  the  upper  division  of  the 
shortest  mace  are  three  open-work  scrolls. 

4  Z 
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The  mayor’s  chain  and  badge,  presented  to  the  corporation 
during  his  own  mayoralty  by  Joshua  Clarke,  Esq.,  is  of  gold, 
and  of  rich  design.  The  badge,  -which  is  attached  to  the  chain 
by  a  portcullis,  bears  the  arms  or  device  of  the  town,  the 
saffron  flowers  enclosed  within  turreted  walls,  with  lion  and 
griffin  supporters,  and  motto. 

The  Corporation  of  LEICESTER,  until  the  time  of  passing  the 
Municipal  Corporation  Reform  Act,  possessed  an  unusually 
large  and  valuable  collection  of  plate  and  insignia.  Among 
them  were  five  maces,  a  large  covered  cup  of  silver,  a  large 
silver  punch  bowl,  a  massive  silver  snuff-box,  several  tankards 
of  the  same  precious  metal,  three  waits’  badges  and  chains, 
and  many  other  valuable  articles.  These, 
however,  were  by  the  new  body  sold  off  by 
auction,  and  many  of  the  offices  to  which 
various  articles  pertained  were  abolished. 
The  sale  occupied  a  week  in  January,  1836. 
Of  the  five  maces,  the  three  smaller  ones,  of 
silver  (two  being  of  the  time  of  Charles  II., 
and  the  other  of  George  III.),  sold  for 
;£g,  £6  15s.,  and  £6  6s.  respectively;  the 
“large  sergeant’s  mace,  the  head  washed 
with  gold  and  weighing  36  oz.  4  dwts.,’’ 
sold  for  ^16,  and  has  within  the  past  few 
years  been  again  presented  to  the  town 
by  its  last  owner,  Mr.  Nevinson  ;  and  the 
great  mace  of  silver  gilt,  and  weighing 
100  ounces,  realised  ;^8s.  It  was  bought 
by  Mrs.  Laughton,  of  the  George  the  Third 
Inn,  who  carefully  preserved  it  for  many 
years,  and  ultimately  sold  it  to  Mr.  Ellison, 
of  Sudbrook  Park,  at  whose  death  it  passed 
to  his  brothei'-in-law,  the  Rev.  H.  Waldo 
Sibthorpe.  Some  years  after  the  decease 
of  Mr.  Sibthorpe,  my  friend,  Mr.  William 
Kelly,  F.S.A.  (to  whom,  as  well  as  to  Mr. 
Alderman  Barfoot  and  the  town  clerk,  I 
am  indebted  for  much  information),  in- 


Figs.  62  and  ki.—Mace  a7id  Mayor's  Chain ^  Leeds. 


stituted  inquiries  as  to  the  whereabout  of  the  mace,  with  a 
view  of  restoring  it  to  the  corporation,  the  result  being  that 
by  means  of  private  subscription  it  was  repurchased,  and  on 
the  26th  of  August,  1866,  was  “once  more,  after  an  absence 
of  thirty  years,  placed  over  the  mayor  in  a  niche  which  had 
been  the  place  of  deposit  of  it  and  of  preceding  maces  since 
the  days  of  Queen  Elizabeth,  in  whose  reign  the  mayor’s  seat 
was  erected  in  the  Guildhall.” 

It  is  not  known  at  what  period  maces  were  first  used  in 
Leicester,  but  entries  regarding  them  occur  as  early  as  1517. 
“Item;  for  mendyng  of  the  masse,  xxijd.  “Item:  for 
mendyng  of  the  brason  mase,  iiijd.  and  in  1531,  “  For  reno¬ 


vating  ye  iiij  mases  of  sylver,  vjs.  viijd.,”  and  so  on,  including 
items  for  repairs  of  “Mr.  Maeires  mase,”  “  ye  nyghtt  mase  ” 
(doubtless  the  “brason  mase”  of  the  former  entry),  “ye  great 
mace,”  &:c.  In  1584  a  new  mace  was  procured  as  follows: — 
“Item  :  paid  to  Mr.  Nicholas  Heyricke,  of  London,  goldsmith, 
for  a  new  mace  of  sylver,  all  gilte,  -sVayinge  xlix  ounces  and  a 
half,  at  viijs.  vjd.  the  ounce,  the  sylver,  makinge,  and  gyldinge 
comes  to  xviijli.  js.  iijd.  ;  for  gravinge  the  armes  therein,  xxxs.  ; 
and  for  a  case  for  it,  vs.  Soe  all  the  wholl  comes  to  xixli.  xvjs.  iijd., 
whereof  deduckted,  geven  by  the  said  Nichas  Heyrick,  xls. 
The  same  payed  is  xvijli.  xvjs,  iijd.”  “  19  Jany.,  1585.  Item  : 
at  this  Cpmen  Hall  the  new  mace  shoed,  and  order  taken  for  the 
payment  therof  as  followeth  : — Item  ;  Yt  is  agreed  that  neyther 
the  salt  nor  the  old  mace  shalbe  solde  for  the  payniente  of  the 


Figs.  64  and  65. —  JFaits',  &^c.,  Badges,  Leicester. 

newe  mace,  but  shalbe  paid  for  as  followeth,  viz.— The  xxiiij — 
iijs.  iiijd.  a  peece.  The  xlviij— xxd.  a  peece.  And  the  residue 
that  shalbe  lackinge  to  be  paid  on  the  Towne  Stocke.  This 
agreed  upon  by  the  greater  part  of  the  Hall.”  During  the 
memorable  siege  of  Leicester  in  1645  “the  King’s  Mat'^-,  with 
his  armey,  did  enter  Leicester,  and  tooke  it  by  storme,  having 
layde  seige  before  it  three  dayes  before,  at  w^i'  time  the  to-wme 
was  much  plundered,  and  Mr.  Maior’s  Mace,  and  divers  of  the 
Towne  Seales  taken  away  by  the  unruly  souldiers.”  The  mace 
thus  stolen  was  never  recovered,  and  the  corporation  at  once 
set  about  replacing  it  with  a  new  one.  The  accounts  are  all 
extant,  but  are  too  long  to  introduce  here.  A  drawing  was. 
made,  as  near  as  could  be  from  recollection,  of  the  stolen  mace 
by  a  painter  named  Robert  Bradshawe,  and  the  mace,  as  well 
as  new  seals,  made  in  London.  It  does  not,  however,  appear 
to  have  been  satisfactory,  and  was  soon  afterwards  enlarged,. 
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and  in  1649 — 50  replaced  by  a  new  one.  “  Item  :  paid  to  John 
Turvile  for  the  New  Mace,  waighinge  87  ounces  and  12  dwts., 
besides  screwes  and  pins  and  staffe,  iis.  per  oz.  more  than  were 
made  of  the  old  Mace,  as  appears  by  bill  .  .  .  xxxiijli.  xvijs.vjd.;” 
“  Item  :  paid  John  Turvile,  for  carriage  of  the  Mace  and  his 
charges  to  London,  and  paines  and  care  taken  about  the 
makinge  of  the  Newe  Mace,  by  order  of  the  Commissioners  .  .  . 
iijli.  vjs.  viijd.”  This  mace,  which  in  1650 — 60  (when  four  small 
silver  maces  were  made)  had  the  royal  arms  altered,  is  the  iden¬ 
tical  mace  sold  in  1836,  and  now  happily  restored  to  the  town. 

The  great  mace  (Fig.  12)  is  46  inches  in  length,  and  of  the 
usual  open-arched  crown  form.  On  top  of  the  bowl,  under  the 
open  arches  of  the  crown,  on  a  raised  cap  of  three  tiers,  are  the 
royal  arms,  quarterly,  i  and  4,  France  and  England,  quarterly ; 
2,  Scotland;  3,  Ireland,  with  crown,  and  lion  and  unicorn  sup¬ 
porters.  Round  the  bowl  are  the  usual  emblems,  the  rose,  harp 
crowned,  fleurs-de-lis,  and  thistle  crowned.  The  shaft  is  beau¬ 
tifully  chased,  and  the  base  bears  the  cinquefoil  of  the  borough 
arms  of  Leicester.  It  is,  when  not  in  use,  kept  in  a  massive 
case,  bearing  an  inscription  explanatory  of  its  vicissitudes. 

The  smaller  mace,  22|  inches  long  (Fig.  13),  has  its  head  sur¬ 
mounted  by  a  circlet  of  fleurs-de-lis  and  crosses  pattee,  and  on 
the  flat  plate  at  the  top,  in  high  relief,  are  the  royal  arms, 
quarterly,  i  and  4,  France  and  England,  quarterly ;  2,  Scotland  ; 


3,  Ireland,  with  lion  and  unicorn  supporters.  The  shield  is  sur¬ 
rounded  with  the  mottoed  garter,  and  surmounted  with  royal 
helmet,  crown,  and  crest,  with  elegant  mantling.  Round  the 
bowl,  divided  as  usual  into  four  compartments,  are  the  rose, 
thistle,  harp,  and  fleur-de-lis,  each  crowned. 

I  he  mayor’s  chain,  of  great  elegance  in  design,  was  procured 
from  Mr.  Brogden  in  1867,  at  a  cost  of  ;^i85.  It  is  composed 
of  nine  circular  medallions,  bearing  (one  letter  in  each  circle) 
the  letters  LEICESTER,  alternated  with  Tudor  roses  and 
knots.  In  the  front  centre  is  the  crest  of  the  borough,  and  from 
it  depends  an  elegant  badge  bearing  the  Leicester  arms.  Of 
the  waits’  badges  only  one  is  now  known  to  be  in  existence, 
and  it  is  happily  preserved  in  the  Leicester  Museum.  It  is  of 
silver  (Fig.  64),  in  form  of  a  shield  with  semicircular  head,  and 
bears  on  the  field  the  arms  of  the  town,  a  cinquefoil  charged 
with  six  ermine  spots,  with  the  words  BVRGVS  LEICESTKI.^;. 
Attached  is  a  chain  for  suspension  round  the  neck.  Another 
badge  (Fig.  65),  also  of  silver,  but  whose  origin  is  not  known,  is 
circular,  and  bears  the  cinquefoil  surrounded  by  the  words 
“  Edmvnd  Svtton,  Maior  of  Leicester,  Anno  1676.” 

The  corporation  treasures  of  Plymouth  consist  of  three 
silver-gilt  maces,  two  silver-gilt  loving  cups,  a  gold  chain  and 
pendant,  a  large  silver  snuff-box,  and  borough  and  mayoral 
seals.  Of  the  maces  and  cups  I  gave  careful  engravings  in  my 


ivgj.  66  to  68.- — Ancient  Seals  of  Plymouth. 


“  History  of  Plymouth,”  and  here  re-introduce  them  in  Figs.  51 
to  55.  The  largest  mace  is  4  feet  3  inches  in  length,  and 
weighs  lo}  lbs. ;  the  other  two  measure  4  feet  in  length,  and 
each  weighs  8|  lbs.  They  are  all  three  of  the  same  general 
form,  with  open-arched  crown  rising  from  a  circlet  of  crosses 
pattee  and  fleurs-de-lis  alternating  with  balls,  and  surmounted 
with  orb  and  crown.  Around  the  head  of  each  are  the  following 
heraldic  devices,  divided  from  each  other  by  demi-figures  and 
foliage,  viz.  a  rose  and  a  thistle  conjoined  on  one  stem,  sur¬ 
mounted  by  an  open-arched  crown  between  the  letters  A.  R. 
{Anfza  Regina) ;  a  fleur-de-lis,  crowned  in  a  similar  manner, 
between  the  same  initials  A.  R.  ;  a  portcullis  with  same  crown 
and  letters ;  and  a  harp  with  the  same.  The  shafts,  divided 
into  three  lengths  by  massive  encircling  bands,  are  richly 
chased  throughout,  the  bands  and  bases  being  elaborately  foli¬ 
ated.  At  the  base  of  the  large  mace  are,  on  one  side,  the  arms 
of  the  borough  of  Plymouth,  with  supporters,  &c.,  and  on  the 
other  the  arms  of  Jory ;  on  the  other  two  sides  are  the  rose  and 
thistle.  Around  it  is  the  engraved  inscription,  ”  Ex  dono 
Joseph!  Jorij  Armigeri  Prsetori  oppidi  Plymovthiani  et  Succes- 
soribvs  svis  in  Sempiternvm  Ao  D‘  1709.”  On  the  flat  plate  at 
the  top  of  each,  under  the  open  arches  of  the  crown,  are  the 
crowned  royal  arms  of  Queen  Anne  in  relief,  viz.  quarterly, 
I  and  4,  England  and  Scotland  impaled ;  2,  France  ;  3,  Ireland, 


with  lion  and  unicorn  supporters,  garter  and  royal  (‘‘Semper 
Eadem  ”)  mottoes,  and  initials  A.  R. 

One  of  the  smaller  maces  has  on  its  base,  on  one  side,  the 
arms  of  Plymouth,  with  supporters,  <S:c.,  and  on  the  other  the  date 
1711,  with  roses  and  thistles  between.  The  other  has  the  arms 
and  a  plain  tablet  alternating  with  the  rose  and  thistle. 

The  mayor’s  gold  chain,  purchased  in  1803  at  a  cost  of  £,(ob, 
is  16  feet  5  inches  in  length,  and  forms  a  fourfold  chain  of  simple 
small  links.  Attached  to  it,  and  worn  as  a  pendant,  is  a  gold 
medal  2  inches  in  diameter.  On  the  obverse  is  a  shield 
bearing  the  PEmouth  arms,  argent,  a  saltire,  vert,  between 
four  castles,  sable,  beneath  which  is  a  ribbon  with  the  borough 
motto,  ‘‘Turyis  fortissima  est  Nomen  Jehov^,”  the 
whole  surrounded  by  a  ribbon  bearing  the  words,  ‘‘  UsuRPA- 
TIONE  DEPRESSI  LEGIBUS  RESTITUTI.  17  MARCH,  1803.”' 
On  the  reverse,  in  sixteen  lines,  is  the  inscription,  ‘‘The  FreC' 
men  of  Plymouth  request  your  wearing  this  medal,  to  be  returned 
at  the  expiration  of  your  Mayoralty,  in  honourable  token  of  that 
inestimable  branch  of  the  British  Constitution,  Trial  by  Jury, 
by  whose  verdict  their  right  to  elect  a  chief  magistrate  for  the 
borough  was  restored,  after  having  been  unjustly  withheld  for 
upwards  of  three  centuries.”  And  there  is  also  the  further  and 
later  inscription,  ‘‘  Presented  to  William  Lockyer,  Esq.,  on  his 
Mayoralty,  ist  January,  1816.”  The  medal  cost  fc),  and  iq 
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with  the  chain,  was  supplied  by  Thomas  Barnard,  goldsmith,  of 
London.  The  larger  of  the  two  loving  cups  bears  on  its  front 
the  arms  of  the  borough  of  Plymouth,  and  at  the  back  those  of 
Gayer,  with  crest  and  mantling.  Around  the  inner  rim  is  en¬ 
graved,  “  The  Guift  of  John  Gayer,  Alderman  of  London, 
Ano  Domini  1648.”  The  smaller  cup  bears  no  armorial  or  other 
insignia,  but  is  rich  in  ornamentation.  Inside  the  rim  is,  “The 
gift  of  lohn  Whit  of  London,  Haberdasher,  to  the  Mayor  of 
Plymouth  and  his  brethren  for  ever,  to  drinke  crosse  one  to  ye 
other  at  their  Feastes  or  Meetings.  Dated  ye  5th  of  June,  1535.’’ 
The  ancient  seals  of  the  borough  of  Plymouth  are  particularly 
interesting ;  they  are  engraved  in  Figs.  66  to  68,  having  been 
kindly  lent  for  that  purpose,  from  my  “  Plistory  of  Plymouth,” 
by  the  publisher,  Mr.  W.  H.  Luke. 

USK,  in  Monmouthshire,  has  no  mace,  and  is  presided  over  by 
a  portreeve,  with  a  recorder,  who  carry  white  wands  as  insignia  of 
office.  The  two  bailiffs  carry  javelins  or  spears,  with  the  letters 
U.  B.  (Usk  Borough)  on  the  heads  ;  and  the  same  letters  localise 
the  staves  of  the  constables.  The  seal,  which  is  oval,  bears  the 
borough  arms,  a  tower,  embattled,  between  two  battle-axes, 
rising  from  waves  of  the  sea,  with  the  words  USK  BOROUGH. 

The  Corporation  of  BEDFORD  possesses  three  maces  (carried 
by  the  mayor’s  sergeant  and  attendants),  a  mayor’s  chain  of 
gold,  and  borough  seals.  Regarding  the  maces,  it  is  recorded 
that  in  1665  they  “  were  much  worn,  and  some  of  them  broken,” 
and  an  order  was  thereupon  given  by  the  Council  that  they  shall 
be  forthwith  repaired  “  by  new  melting,  casting,  and  forming;” 
and  further,  that  “the  Maior’s  Mace  shall  be  made  two  handful 
longer  than  it  now  is  at  the  nether  end,  and  bigger  at  ye  boll, 
and  the  bailiffs’  maces  each  shall  be  made  an  handful  longer 
at  the  nether  end.  Their  bolls  also  shall  be  made  bigger.  The 
cost  of  all  shall  not  exceed  twentie  pounds,  and  the  procuring 
the  work  shalbe  left  to  the  Chamblins.”  The  decent  and 
proper  carrying  of  the  mace  was  duly  provided  for  by  a 
bye-law  in  the  time  of  James  L,  which  has  been  furnished  to 
us  by  the  mayor  (1879),  T.  G.  Eiger,  Esq. : — “  Item  :  that  at  noe 
tyme  the  Maior  to  walke  to  the  churche  for  the  hearinge  of 
divine  service  without  the  servants  in  their  gownes  ;  and  yf 
the  said  servants  do  enterprise  to  carry  the  Mace  before  the 
Maior  without  their  gownes,  being  not  commanded  in  any  extre- 
metie  by  the  said  Maior,  shall  forfeit  ijs.  vjd.,  to  be  paied 
immediatlie  to  the  Chamber  of  the  said  Towne.”  The  large 
mace,  30  inches  long,  is  of  the  usual  form,  with  open-arched 
crown  rising  from  the  circlet  of  fleurs-de-lis  and  crosses  pattee.  | 
Round  the  bowl,  divided  as  usual  into  four  compartments,  are 
the  national  emblems,  the  rose,  the  thistle,  the  harp,  and  the  i 
fleur-de-lis,  each  surmounted  by  a  crown,  between  the  royal  j 


initials  C.  R.,  which  have,  at  some  later  period  during  the 
Georgian  era,  been  altered  into  G.  R.  The  shaft  is  plain,  the 
encircling  bands  and  base  foliated.  The  two  smaller  maces, 
19  inches  long  (Figs.  38  and  39),  are  both  alike,  and  bear  round 
the  bowl,  which  is  crested  with  a  circlet  of  fleurs-de-lis  and 
crosses  patt6e,  the  rose,  thistle,  harp,  and  fleur-de-lis,  each 
crowned,  between  the  initials  C.  R.  The  mayor’s  chain  and 
badge,  of  silver  gilt,  was  given  by  Mr.  Alderman  Bull  during 
his  mayoralty.  It  is  simple,  but  massive,  and  each  successive 
mayor  adds  a  link  bearing  his  own  name  and  date  of  mayoralty  : 
the  badge  bears  the  borough  arms  with  maces  in  saltire.  The 
corporation  also  has  two  processional  staves  of  wood,  surmounted 
with  the  borough  arms  ;  these  are  carried  before  the  maces. 

The  borough  of  Brighton,  incorporated  in  1854,  possesses 
a  mayor’s  chain,  but  has  no  mace  or  other  insignia.  The  chain 
is,  in  fact,  composed  of  three  distinct  chains  of  ornamental 
links,  with  a  badge  bearing  a  mace  and  sword  in  saltire,  and 
the  borough  arms.  It  is  of  gold  and  enamel,  and  is  very  elegant 
and  effective  in  design. 

The  mayor’s  gold  chain  and  badge  of  Blackpool,  which, 
with  borough  seal,  comprises  all  the  insignia  of  the  corporation, 
was  presented  in  1876  by  its  then  mayor,  Mr.  W.  H.  Cocker, 
and  is  a  remarkably  fine  example  of  Art  metal-work.  It  is 
50  inches  in  length,  and  composed  alternately  of  circular  and 
oblong  links,  each  of  the  latter  being  surmounted  by  a  mural 
crown,  and  having  shields  in  front,  on  which  the  names  of 
successive  mayors  are  intended  to  be  inscribed.  The  centre 
link  in  front  bears  the  arms  and  motto  of  the  donor  (barry  of 
eight,  a  lion  rampant)  between  links  formed  of  ships’  rudders 
and  civic  fasces  ;  and  from  this  centre  depends  a  massive  badge 
of  gold  and  enamel  set  with  diamonds  and  pearls,  bearing  in 
its  centre  the  arms  of  Blackpool,  which  may  be  counted  among 
the  most  extraordinary  of  all  the  singular  achievements  of 
modern  heralds.  They  may  be  described  as,  quarterly,  i,  a 
view  of  Blackpool  pier;  2,  a  lifeboat,  manned,  on  the  sea;  3,  a 
bathing  machine  and  bathers ;  and  4,  a  steam-packet  in  full 
sail,  all  ^ro;per ;  the  arms  surmounted  by  a  mural  crown  and 
the  crest  of  the  town,  a  sea-gull,  ;pro;per.  The  shield  is  placed 
on  a  mace  and  sword  in  saltire,  and  surrounded  by  a  wreath  of 
oak-leaves  and  laurel,  and  on  the  base  the  motto,  “  Progress,” 
formed  by  diamonds  set  in  the  gold  ;  the  outline  of  the  shield  is 
of  pearls.  At  the  back  of  the  badge  is  this  inscription  : — “  Pre¬ 
sented  to  the  Corporation  of  Blackpool  by  W.  H.  Cocker,  J.P., 
First  Mayor  of  the  Borough,  September,  1876.”  This  fine  example 
of  the  jew'eller’s  art  was  designed  and  made  by  Messrs.  Bragg, 
and  is  one  of  the  most  successful  of  even  their  productions. 

{To  be  coniimied.) 


THE  WARRIOR  AND  WOUNDED  YOUTH. 

Engraved  by  E,  StOdart,  from  the  Marble  Group  by  Wm.  J.  S.  "Webber. 

- - >— < - 


The  group  represented  in  the  engraving  of  the  ‘  Warrior  and 
Wounded  Youth  ’  is  the  production  of  a  young  sculptor, 
Mr.  Wm.  J.  S.  Webber,  and  has  been  executed  by  him  in  marble 
as  a  commission  from  Mr.  Thomas  Holroyd,  of  Harrogate. 
The  work  was  modelled  by  Mr.  Webber  whilst  he  was  a  student 
in  the  Royal  Academy,  and  he  was  awarded  by  the  Council  of 
that  body  a  premium  of  ,,^50  for  the  general  excellence  of  the 
design.  The  warrior  represented  is  one  of  a  prehistoric  type, 
when  the  weapons  in  use  w'ere  chiefly  flint-headed  arrows  or 
bronze  swords  and  spears,  and  the  clothing  merely  the  skin  of 
some  wild  animal,  giving  the  sculptor  an  excellent  opportunity 
of  displaying — what  is  always  of  importance  in  sculpture — the 
form  and  structure  of  the  nude  human  figure.  The  figure  of  the 
warrior  is  vigorous  in  action,  the  anatomical  forms  being  well 
defined,  and  the  expression  of  tenderness  and  anxiety  on  account 
of  the  youth  whom  he  is  bearing  is  well  depicted  in  his  face. 

In  striking  contrast  W'ith  this  robust  and  vigorous  figure  is  the 


shrinking,  w'rithing  form  of  the  wounded  youth — perhaps  a  son 
or  younger  brother — stricken  down  in  his  first  campaign  ;  his 
left  hand  covers  the  wmund  he  has  received,  and  he  turns  with 
an  expression  of  pain  to  his  comrade,  who  is  bearing  him  to  a 
place  of  safety. 

Mr.  Webber  is  a  native  of  Exeter,  and  received  his  earliest 
Art  education  under  a  painter,  the  late  Mr.  Gendall,  well  known 
for  his  landscapes  of  Devonshire  scenery;  he  afterwards  entered 
the  schools  of  the  Royal  Academy  as  a  student  of  sculpture, 
and  in  1871  and  1873  received  the  first  silver  medals  for  work 
executed  in  competition  in  the  Antique  and  Life  Schools  respec¬ 
tively.  He  has  been  a  frequent  contributor  to  the  Academy  ex¬ 
hibitions  of  works  of  an  ideal  character,  and  of  portraiture,  some 
of  his  busts  being  characteristic  and  faithful  in  resemblance  to 
the  originals ;  amongst  them  may  be  noted  his  jiortrait  of 
Dr.  Philpotts,  the  late  Bishop  of  Exeter.  The  present  group 
was  exhibited  in  1876  in  plaster,  and  again  in  1878  in  marble. 


ENGRAVED  BY  E.STODART.  EROM  THE  STATUE  BY  W  J.  S  ."WEBBER 
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DALZIEL’S  BIBLE  GALLERY.* 

- >  ^ - 


This  long-expected  work,  upon  which  the  Brothers  Dalziel 
have  been  occupied  these  twenty  years,  has  now  ap¬ 
peared.  The  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed  sinee  it  was 
first  projected  has,  owing  to  the  judicious  selection  exercised  in 
the  choice  of  the  artists,  increased,  rather  than  lessened,  the 
artistic  interest  in  the  work.  Many  of  the  artists  engaged  upon 
it,  from  being  comparatively  unknown,  have  emerged  into  a  fame 


which  is  now  world  wide  ;  the  consequence  is  that,  coming  to 
their  designs  of  fifteen  or  sixteen  years  back  with  a  fresh  eye,  we 
are  at  once  struck  with  peculiarities  which  would  have  escaped 
us  had  they  been  published  about  the  time  of  their  creation. 
For  instance,  in  Mr.  Poynter’s  designs  we  notice  a  fondness 
for  buildings  and  architectural  detail  and  ornament  which  had 
descended  to  him  from  his  father,  who  w’as  an  architect,  and 


which  was  so  evident  in  all  his  work  at  this  time — witness  his 
‘  Worship  of  Isis  ’  in  the  Academy,  1866 — but  w'hich  he  has  now 
entirely  abandoned.  And  in  Sir  Frederick  Leighton’s  illustra¬ 
tions  we  see  such  a  care  bestowed  upon  the  attitudes  of  his 


*  “  Dalziel’s  Bible  Gallery,  containing  Sixty-nine  Illustrations  from  the  Old 
Testament.”  London  :  George  Routledge  and  Sons. 

1880. 


figures,  and  the  whole  composition  is  so  evidently  and  palpably 
studied,  that  w'e  cease  to  w'onder  at  the  facility  with  which  his 
pictures  are  nowadays  composed. 

In  two  respects  these  illustrations  of  the  Bible  differ  from  any 
of  their  predecessors.  First,  in  the  special  pride  displayed  by 
almost  every  artist  who  has  been  employed  therein  in  his  archae¬ 
ological  knowledge  :  when  we  remember  the  illustrations  with 
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which  the  Bibles  of  our  infancy  were  adorned,  from  the  pencils 
of  such  artists  as  Westall  and  Martin,  we  stand  amazed  at 
the  intricate  and  accurate  details  which  everywhere  confront 
us ;  in  this  respect  the  work  under  review  drives  even  such 
modern  productions  as  Gustave  Dore’s  Bible  out  of  the  field. 
On  the  contrary,  it  is  worthy  of  note  how  Mr.  Holman  Hunt, 
in  the  illustrations  from  his  hand,  draws  with  an  e.xpressive 
fastidiousness  which  is  hardly  his  wont  at  present.  In  his 
‘  Eliezer  and  Rebekah  ’  there  is  not  a  single  needless  accessory, 
;i,nd  the  simplicity  of  the  composition  is,  in  that  respect,  in 
striking  contrast  to  the  determination  of  some  of  the  other  artists 
to  crowd  into  their  work  every  detail  and  adjunct  which  might 
tend  to  show  their  knowledge  of  their  subject.  The  second  point 
is  the  apparent  want  of  devotional  feeling  which  pervades  the 
majority  of  the  drawings  ;  this  in  a  measure,  but  not  altogether, 
arises  from  the  number  of  artists  who  have  assisted  in  the  work. 
Each  one’s  type  of  feature  is  different,  and  thus  we  find  the  de¬ 
scendants  of  Abraham  depicted  under  most  varied  types.  In  this 
respect  the  book  suffers,  no  doubt.  The  prominent  e.xception  is 
Mr.  Pickersgill,  who  has  imbued  every  one  of  his  subjects  with  a 
deep  spiritual  feeling.  It  is  interesting  to  compare  his  design 
of  ‘  Rahab  and  the  Spies  ’  with  that  of  the  President  of  the  Royal 
Academy’s.  Mr.  Pickersgill  has  rightly  made  the  most  of  the 
figure  of  Rahab,  who  was  the  principal  character  in  the  episode, 
whereas  Sir  Frederick  has  hidden  her  behind  a  pillar,  and  e.x- 
pends  his  force  upon  depicting  the  spies  descending  the  wall. 
Mr.  Pickersgill  was,  curiously  enough,  in  1864,  the  time  when  these 
commissions  were  given  and  the  drawings  executed,  the  only  one 
of  the  artists  who  was  a  member  of  the  Royal  Academy.  Sir 
Frederick  Leighton  was  elected  the  next  year,  Mr.  Watts  and 
hir.  Armitage  three  years  after,  Mr.  Poynter  in  1869,  and  Mr. 
Armstead,  who  has  given  up  draughtsmanship  for  sculpture,  in 
1875.  None  of  the  others  have  received  Academic  honours, 
though  few  can  deny  that  several  of  them  deserve  them. 

Taking  the  illustrations  in  their  order,  we  are  at  once  struck 
with  the  novel  rendering  of  Sir  Frederick  Leighton’s  ‘  Cain  and 
Abel,’  of  which,  through  the  kindness  of  Messrs.  Dalziel,we  are 
able  to  give  an  impression.  The  sacrifice  has  taken  place  on  an 
elevation,  and  we  see  above  us  the  admirably  foreshortened  body 


of  Abel,  while  the  first  murderer,  stricken  blind  almost  with  the 
wrath  which  he  feels  descending  upon  him,  gropes  his  way  down 
the  causeway  from  the  height  in  abject  terror.  ‘  Eliezer  and 
Rebekah  ’  afforded  Sir  Frederick  a  subject  to  his  mind,  and  he 
has  imbued  it  with  all  his  accustomed  elegance  of  treatment.  An 
opportunity  here  again  occurs  for  comparing  him  with  another 
artist,  Mr.  Watts,  who  has  undertaken  the  same  subject.  ‘  Samson 
and  the  Lion,’  and  ‘  Samson  at  the  Mill,’  will,  with  the  foregoing, 
be  probably  selected  as  the  best  of  the  numerous  designs  from 
the  President’s  hand.  ‘Abraham  and  his  Son,’  by  Mr.  S. 
Solomon,  has  the  originality  which  might  be  expected  from  so 
devoted  an  adherent  of  the  realistic  school ;  it  displays  Abra¬ 
ham’s  feelings  towards  Isaac  in  a  delightfully  tender  manner. 

‘  Jacob  hearing  the  Voice  of  the  Lord,’  by  Mr.  Sandys,  is  also 
original  in  treatment.  We  have  already  mentioned  Mr.  Poynter’s 
contributions,  which  are  numerous  and  interesting ;  the  best 
are  ‘Joseph  presenting  his  Father  to  Pharaoh,’  ‘Moses  and 
Aaron  before  Pharaoh,’  and  ‘  Miriam.’  His  ‘  Daniel  at  Prayer’ 
is  a  further  illustration  of  the  loss,  from  a  devotional  point  of 
view,  which  is  suffered  by  the  addition  of  so  much  detail.  In 
this  instance  one  is  at  once  attracted  from  the  recumbent 
figure  of  Daniel  to  the  detail  in  his  “  praying  carpet  ”  and  the 
Assyrian  ornamentation  of  the  chamber.  ‘  Cushi  bringing  to 
David  News  of  the  Death  of  Absalom,’  and  ‘Job  receiving  the 
Messengers,’  by  IMr.  W.  Small,  are  not  less  remarkable  for 
their  vigorous  drawing  than  for  their  novel  treatment.  They 
evidence  an  artist  much  more  at  home  with  his  pencil  than 
many  of  the  others,  and  are  altogether  worthy  of  much  praise. 
Mr.  Ford  Madox  Brown  has  made  one  of  the  most  successful 
plates  in  the  work  of  ‘  Elijah  and  the  Widow’s  Son.’  Finally, 
Mr.  Burne  Jones  winds  up  the  collection  w'ith  an  illustration  of 
the  ‘  Parable  of  the  Burning  Pot,’  which  will  remind  many  a 
student  of  the  Bible  of  his  ignorance  of  its  contents. 

Thanks  are  due  to  Messrs.  Dalziel  for  engraving  and  compiling 
such  a  work  as  the  foregoing,  for  it  is  more  than  an  illustration  of 
the  Bible  ;  it  is  an  almost*  complete  illustration  of  the  best  Art  of 
the  centre  of  the  century.  Many  fine  works  may  be  issued  this 
Christmas,  but  none  of  them  will  surpass  “  Dalziel’s  Bible  Gal¬ 
lery.”  It  seems  a  superfluity  to  say  that  it  is  admirably  engraved. 


>  < 


“AN  ARTIST,  SIR,  SHOULD  REST  IN  ART.” 


An  artist,  sir,  should  rest  in  Art.”  So  wrote  the  laureate  in 
a  set  of  verses  which  occupies  one  of  the  raciest  pages  in 
the  annals  of  literary  quarrellers  and  quarrels.  The  line,  severed 
from  the  context,  will  hardly  be  recognised  at  first  glance,  nor  do 
we  care  that  it  should  be.  It  can  afford  to  stand  alone,  and,  indeed, 
gains  by  the  isolation  a  deeper  and  wider  meaning  than  that  which 
attaches  to  it  when  it  is  merely  addressed  to  a  critic  who  has 
momentarily  forgotten  his  art,  and  allowed  himself  to  lapse  into 
personalities.  For  it  is  as  a  maxim,  not  for  the“  artist  in  words,” 
but  for  the  artist  in  marble  and  on  canvas,  that  we  propose  to  deal 
with  it  here  and  now.  The  litth-ateiir  does  w'ell  to  mingle  with 
his  kind  ;  he  lives  the  life  of  his  age,  and  his  waitings  reflect  it ; 
his  art  is,  with  limitations,  receptive  and  creative  rather  than 
•executive,  and  he  may  be  resting  in  it  even  while  he  lingers  in 
a  saloji  or  wflien  he  hotly  enters  the  political  arena.  But  by  the 
side  of  his  easel  is,  generally  speaking,  the  painter’s  only  place. 
His  is  a  handicraft  which  can  be  mastered  no  otherwise  than 
by  that  ‘‘  long  patience  ”  for  which  Sir  Joshua  modestly  mistook 
genius.  True,  as  Mr.  Ruskin  puts  it,  ‘‘  he  is  the  greatest  artist 
who  has  embodied  in  the  sum  of  his  works  the  greatest  number 
■of  the  greatest  ideas” — embodied  them,  that  is  (for  these 
general  definitions  never  quite  cover  their  ground),  in  an  artistic 
manner  ;  and  this  artistic  manner  implies  the  executive  skill 
which  comes  only  with  severe  training.  Nor  must  the  student 
who  seeks  an  excuse  for  his  easy  distractions  suppose  that  he 
may  interpret  for  himself  Mr.  Ruskin’s  phrase,  and  vary  the 


difficult  monotony  of  acquiring  the  technicalities  of  his  profes¬ 
sion  by  long  sallies  into  literature,  or  into  society,  in  search  of 
the  ‘‘  ideas  ”  W'hich  go  with  masterly  manipulation  to  make 
up  the  sum  of  artistic  greatness.  For  it  may  almost  be  said 
that  those  great  ideas  will  either  come  to  him  in  the  studio,  or 
never  come  to  him  at  all.  To  the  simplest  natures,  subjected 
to  the  simplest  culture,  appear  to  be  granted  the  directest  and 
also  the  most  refined  inspirations.  The  school  of  landscape  paint¬ 
ing  more  poetical  than  any  other  in  the  world  is  that  of  modern 
rural  France — a  school  formed  far  from  universities  and  courts, 
amid  the  flat  dreamy  fields,  the  spiritual  black  poplars  and 
aspens,  and  the  happy  farms  of  that  favoured  agricultural  com¬ 
munity.  The  fathers  of  this  exquisite  art  have  been  children  of 
the  soil,  the  sons  of  peasants,  w'here  peasants  are  masters  of 
their  own  labour,  their  owm  self-denials,  their  owm  land.  None 
of  the  subtleties  of  the  poets,  none  of  the  dreams  and  specula¬ 
tions  of  tire  over-civilised  and  world-weary,  have  given  Corot 
his  delicacy,  or  Millet  his  solemnity.  Nature  taught  their  sensi¬ 
tive  genius,  face  to  face,  and  arduous  technical  labour  gave 
them  facility  to  express  her  teaching.  They  had  the  birth,  the 
education,  and  the  physique  of  peasants — the  hearts  of  natural 
poets,  the  Art  of  artists,  the  hands  of  handicraftsmen.  Now 
and  then,  too.  Provincial  France  produces  a  portrait  painter 
who  is  as  direct,  as  subtle,  and  as  familiar  in  painting  men  and 

*  The  word  almost  would  not  have  been  necessary  bad  jMr.  ^Millais  had  a  place  in 
this  work. 
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women  as  were  these  other  masters  in  painting  the  fields  ;  witness 
Bonnat,  who  unites  artifice  and  nature  in  a  wonderful  harmony. 
And  so  it  comes  to  pass  that  “Art  for  the  artist  ”  may  be  said 
to  mean  Art,  and  Art  alone,  for  him,  so  far  as  acquirements  are 
concerned  ;  and  that  Mr.  Tennyson’s  phrase,  while  it  contained 
a  temporary  and  exclusive  lesson  for  Lord  Lytton,  makes  for  the 
studio  a  motto  that  is  imperative,  permanent,  and  exact. 

VVe  need  not  to  be  reminded  that  there  are  exceptions  and 
limitations  to  the  rule,  which  we  confidently  lay  down.  Far 
be  it  from  our  purpose  to  argue  that  an  artist  should  forget 
in  private  life  that  he  is  a  man  (as  Sir  Joshua  would  have 
him  in  the  matter  of  matrimony),  or  in  public  life  that  he 
is  a  citizen.  There  are  times  and  events  which  legitimately 
allow  the  painter  to  lose  himself  in  the  patriot.  Who  will  regret 
the  works  that  might  have  been  executed,  but  were  not,  through 
the  part  which  Michael  Angelo  played  in  the  political  history  of 
his  time  ?  A  little  consideration  of  the  epoch  and  the  man  will 
show  us  how  exceptional  was  the  need  for  services  which  might 
otherwise  form  a  dangerous  precedent  for  painters  tempted  in 
quieter  days  and  countries  to  pay  to  politics  an  attention  detri¬ 
mental  to  their  work.  Those  were  Titanic  politics  indeed  which 
led  this  Titan  of  Art  to  fortify  the  cypressed  heights  of  San 
Miniato.  Charles  V.  and  his  empire  had  become  a  portentous 
fact  in  Europe,  and  Ferrara,  Mantua,  Urbino,  and  Florence, 
with  France  and  England  on  their  side,  stood  on  behalf  of  Italy 
against  the  encroaching  power.  The  Pope  (Clement  VII.)  had 
set  his  heart  on  the  repossession  of  Florence  by  the  Medici— a 
degenerate  representative’  of  that  great  family  being  then  in 
wait  in  discontented  exile,  under  his  pontifical  uncle’s  pro¬ 
tection,  to  seize  when  he  could  the  government  of  the  glorious 
and  graceful  city.  An  alliance  between  the  Pope  and  the 
invading  Emperor  brought  the  German  arms,  under  the  leader¬ 
ship  of  the  Prince  of  Orange,  right  up  to  her  dark  brown  walls. 
And  who  would  have  had  at  that  moment  the  man  who  was  at 
once  architect,  sculptor,  painter,  engineer,  philosopher,  and 
poet,  pause  in  defending  the  noblest  city  in  the  Latin  world 
against  that  Teutonic  tyranny  which  ages  afterwards  filled  the 
streets  of  Giotto,  Dante,  and  Savonarola  with  the  white  coats  of 
the  Austrian  garrisons  ?  The  Republic  of  three  hundred  years 
was  nearing  its  last  days.  It  had  given  birth  to  the  greatest 
Art  of  the  modern  world ;  had  nurtured  the  sincere,  innocent, 
and  all-potential  childhood  of  that  Art ;  had  fostered  its  noble 
adolescence ;  and  now,  when  the  maturity  had  come  with 
Michael  Angelo,  and  the  inevitable  decline  was  at  hand,  the 
work  of  the  Republic  was  really  over,  according  to  the  verdict 
of  after-history,  though  not  so  in  the  contemporary  opinion  of 
her  sons.  To  endeavour  to  maintain  her  integrity  was  their 
noblest  duty,  and  so  thought  Michael  Angelo  as  he  looked  on 
the  invader  from  San  Miniato,  while  at  his  feet  ran  the  historic 
stream  of  Tuscany — the  shallow,  stony,  and  narrow  watercourse 
which  divides  with  a  brook  in  Attica,  and  with  a  little  stream 
among  the  remote  pastures  of  Warwickshire,  a  glory,  a  signi¬ 
ficance,  and  a  name  which  not  the  Mississippi  in  the  west,  nor 
the  Indus  in  the  east,  nor  the  Danube,  nor  the  Ganges,  nor  the 
Nile  can  emulate.  The  defence  of  the  city,  as  every  one  knows, 
though  prolonged,  was  not  finally  successful,  and  the  scene  of 
bravery  is  sufficiently  changed  to  destroy  part  of  its  interest  to 
the  pilgrim  of  to-day.  The  hill  that  was  once  fruitful  with  the 
vine,  and  where  the  cypresses,  in  shape  like  flames,  sprang 
darkly  up  into  the  lucid  blue  air,  has  since  been  operated  on  by 
the  contractor,  the  decorator,  the  cockney  gardener,  and,  worse 
than  these,  the  modern  Italian  of  taste.  Heaven  save  the  mark  ! 
The  walls,  the  cypress,  and  the  vine  are  gone.  A  smart  zigzag 
road,  iron  rails,  and  decorative  effects  which  might  do  honour 
to  the  bank-holiday  gardens  of  a  Londoner,  lead  the  complacent 
Florentine  of  to-day  to  the  terrace  which  was  the  scene  of  the 
defence,  and  which  is  called,  after  the  defender,  the  Piazzale 
Michael  Angelo.  But  it  is  consolatory  to  know’  that  the  people 
which,  in  spite  of  its  professions,  has  become  incapable  of  appre¬ 
ciating  Michael  Angelo  the  artist,  still  feels  admiration  and 
gratitude  towards  Michael  Angelo  the  patriot. 

And  there  are  limitations  as  well  as  exceptions  to  the  rule 
that  the  artist  must  rest  in  his  art.  A  special  study  of  costume 


and  other  accessories  is  necessary  to  the  historical  painter ;  and 
the  portrait  painter  must  mix  with  the  world  until  he  knows  some¬ 
thing  about  character,  and  indeed  until  his  own  is  formed,  other¬ 
wise  he  will  find  that  there  is  bitter  truth  in  Sir  Joshua’s  asser¬ 
tion,  that  a  painter  cannot  put  more  into  a  sitter’s  head  than 
he  has  in  his  own.  Then,  again,  military  Art  may  be  studied 
and  portrayed  most  faithfully  by  those  who  themselves  have 
fought.  Modern  France  shows  us  a  knot  of  such  artist-soldiers. 
Bred,  indeed,  in  the  studio,  and  in  the  ease — the  cheap  and 
happy  luxury — of  Parisian  life,  they  yet  learned  in  one  short  winter 
how  to  serve  and  to  obey,  to  fight  and  to  die.  They  made  notes 
for  their  pictures  upon  the  battle-field  ;  and  thus  it  w-as  that  the 
Art  of  Horace  Vernet,  the  Art  dedicated  to  “  all  the  glories,’’  the 
Art  of  blague,  died  for  ever  and  ever.  Modern  military  Art  was 
born  in  the  throes  of  the  defence  of  Paris.  That  “naturalism  ’’ 
which  was  to  play  such  havoc  with  the  ideal  and  transcendental 
Art  of  literature  in  France  took  legitimate  possession  of  the 
real  and  experimental  Art  of  military  painting,  and  did  not 
degrade,  but  ennobled  it.  The  truth  of  life  and  death,  the 
modesty  of  nature  and  her  intensity,  the  commonplace  of 
supreme  moments,  the  facts  of  the  mind  and  body  of  the  soldier, 
as  only  the  soldier  can  feel  them  and  only  the  painter  can  seize 
them,  were  stored  up  in  the  possession  of  Art  by  De  Neuville, 
Detaille,  Regnault,  and  half-a-dozen  more.  He  who  had 
least  need  for  such  a  discipline  of  experiment,  whose  Art 
lay  in  more  ideal  ways,  and  whose  genius  for  colour  could 
find  little  food  in  the  snowy  forts,  the  smoke-laden  skies,  and 
leaden  horizons  of  Vannee  terrible,  W'as  the  one  who  fell  to 
the  Teutonic  bullets.  We  stumble  on  a  memorable  historic 
parallel  when  we  remark  that  to  the  power  and  the  race  which 
Michael  Angelo  withstood  was  sacrificed  the  young  life  of 
Henri  Regnault.  That  German  Emperor  who  marched  upon 
the  gentle  Florence,  and  who  succumbed  to  the  genius  of  Italy 
and  France  united  in  the  person  of  the  first  Emperor  of  the 
French,  rose  again,  with  new  blood,  new  lineage,  and  new 
energy,  upon  the  untimely  grave  of  French  genius  and  valour. 
Henri  Regnault,  let  us  add,  did  not  die  without  great  achieve¬ 
ments,  nor  have  his  studio  companions  and  fellows  in  arms 
ceased  to  deplore  him.  He  was  a  frank,  gay,  and  childlike 
creature,  who,  if  he  painted  blood,  painted  it  purely  for  his 
delight  in  what  Mr.  Ruskin  calls  the  “  noblest  of  all  colours  ’’ — 
the  colour  of  life — and  not  in  any  spirit  of  ferocity.  For  such 
study  as  this — to  say  nothing  of  the  patriotism  which  animates 
the  man — the  military  painter  is  deserving  of  all  praise.  Indeed, 
he  may  be  said  to  be  resting  in  his  Art  all  the  time,  so  essential 
to  the  truth  of  that  Art  is  this  observation ;  just  as  the  portrait 
painter  is  not  going  afield  when  he  looks  at  his  sitter,  or  the 
landscape  painter  when  he  makes  mental  photographs  of  the 
scenery  he  is  about  to  reproduce. 

The  annals  of  English  Art  in  the  first  half  of  the  present 
century  supply  us  with  a  characteristic  illustration  of  the  injury 
which  an  average  artist,  who  could  rightly  avail  himself  of  none 
of  the  license  and  limitations  just  set  down,  suffered  through  a 
want  of  whole-hearted  devotion  to  his  art— an  artist  of  the 
British  school,  who  is  represented  by  two  works  in  the  National 
Gallery,  who  was  full  of  good  theories  of  Art,  and  in  his  prac¬ 
tice,  according  to  Mr.  Watts,  came  nearer  to  the  realisation  of 
the  Greek  spirit,  as  shown  in  the  groups  of  Phidias,  than  any 
other  painter  of  his  day.  We  take  from  his  diary  sundiy 
extracts,  almost  at  random.  First  of  all  we  see  him  as  the 
student  who  has  made  one  or  two  successes,  and  yields  himself 
up  to  be  patted  on  the  back  by  society.  “  It  was  not  to  be 
wondered  at  that  the  manners  of  high  life  began  to  fascinate 
me,  and  the  women  of  rank,  with  their  sweetness,  grace,  and 
beauty,  to  incline  my  head  to  be  a  little  montee.  I  dined  with 
Lord  Mulgrave  frequently  three  times  a  week.  I  w’as  often  invited 
when  Wilkie  and  Jackson  were  not,  and  I  think  it  w’as  because 
Lord  Mulgrave  found  me  better  informed  on  general  topics,  and 
perhaps  with  more  interest  in  politics  and  the  w’ar.  My  room 
began  to  fill  with  people  of  rank  and  fashion,  and  very  often  I 
was  unable  to  paint.’’  Whereof  the  sequel  is  not  difficult  to 
guess— a  picture  badly  hung  at  the  Academy,  and  a  series  of 
mortifications  for  the  painter.  “To  a  temperament  like  mine 
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it  was  agonizing.  1  feared  that  I  had  mistaken  my  talent.  My 
painting-room  was  deserted — I  felt  like  a  marked  man.”  Happy 
Wilkie,  who  cared  for  none  of  these  things  !  Let  us  see  what 
this  ‘‘interest  in  politics  and  the  war,”  of  which  Wilkie  was 
devoid,  did  artistically  for  the  painter  who  possessed  it,  and  was 
asked  oftener  to  Lord  Mulgrave’s  in  consequence.  Days  were 
spent  over  newspapers  and  volumes  of  history;  ‘‘  and  w'hy,”  he 
asks,  ‘‘  talk  of  painting  in  such  times  as  these  ?  ”  So  he  talked 
of  politics  instead,  and  wrote  of  them  too ;  now  addressing  a 
letter  to  the  Duke  of  Wellington  to  encourage  him  in  granting 
Catholic  Emancipation,  and  now  writing  to  the  Thnes  about 
Parliamentary  Reform.  The  sequel  whereof,  once  more,  was  to 
be  found  in  entries  in  the  diary  which  confess  to  six  weeks  of 
Art  idleness,  or  announce  ‘‘  at  work,  but  much  excited  by 
Reform,”  followed  by  an  excusing  exclamation  such  as  this — 
‘‘  The  times  are  too  full  of  impulse  for  Art.”  It  was  pleasant  to 
be  asked  to  dinner  by  a  Minister  when  one’s  fellows  were  not ; 
and  pleasanter  still  to  know  Keats  and  Wordsworth  and  Mrs. 
Barrett  Browning.  But  at  what  cost  was  this  advantage  gained  ? 
At  the  sacrifice  of  hours  and  hours  over  the  volumes  which  he 
kept  in  his  studio — a  seductive  precedent  w'hich  our  artists 
to-day,  even  those  who  are  most  inclined  to  letters,  prudently 
refuse  to  follow.  Nay,  this  very  painter,  when  he  found  what 
havoc  his  books  played  with  his  brushes,  removed  the  volumes 
to  an  upper  room,  but  had  not  the  self-command  to  keep  them 
there  ;  hence  they  came  down  again  to  the  painting-room, 
where  they  were  seized  for  debt — debt  which  was  a  prelude  to  the 
more  horrible  ruin  of  an  artist  of  far  more  than  average  talent, 
with  far  more  than  average  opportunities,  who  wanted  to  be 
‘‘  various  ”  outside  his  art. 

How  different  from  all  this,  as  we  have  hinted,  W'as  Wilkie’s 
aim  !  Lie  may  be  accepted  as  the  type  of  the  modern  British 
artist — great  in  his  art,  but  with  little  care,  or  love,  or  knowledge 
of  aught  that  lay  beyond  the  studio  boundary.  Ready  at  all 
times  to  learn  a  new  method,  whether  in  Italy  or  Spain,  he 
never,  as  readers  of  his  few  letters  will  have  observed,  mastered 
the  English  grammar.  As  for  public  controversies,  the  idea  was 
simply  shocking  to  his  unsophisticated  mind  ;  and  a  friend  who 
has  fallen  into  one  is  asked  by  Wilkie  in  a  note,  “  But  is  this 
the  way  an  artist  should  be  engaged?”  Follow  him  on  his 
tour  in  France  in  1814,  and  while  you  admire  his  intelligent 
understanding  of  the  canvases  he  sees,  you  cannot  help  smiling 
at  his  innocence  of  political,  and  even  of  historical  events,  to  saj 
nothing  of  his  execrable  French.  Go  with  him  to  a  great  court 
ceremony  in  London,  and  you  will  find  his  eye  follow  one  object — 
a  cocked  hat.  And  why  ?  Because  there  is  some  nice  drawing 
in  it,  as  Wilkie  knew,  for  to  sketch  it  on  odds  and  ends  of  paper 
had  been  a  favourite  exercise  of  his,  as  it  has  been  with  at  least 
one  of  our  military  painters  now.  He  did  not  care  about  the  )’oung 


Queen  and  the  lovely  women,  the  diamonds,  the  gay  and  gallant 
uniforms,  the  wigs,  or  the  mitre,  or  the  solemnity  and  grandeur 
of  the  occasion,  but  turned  away  from  it  all  to  exclaim  to  a  com¬ 
panion,  ‘‘  Oh,  Lord,  what  a  cocked  hat !” 

And  so  it  is  with  the  great  artists  of  to-day.  They  are  great 
according  as  they  are  single.  It  may  be  that  a  man  of  large 
physical  and  mental  capacity  can  be  a  constant  guest  and  host 
at  the  dinners  of  a  London  season  without  infringing  on  the 
energy  and  the  patience  of  which  even  the  most  facile  have 
need  in  the  exercise  of  their  art.  Yet  it  may  be  safely  said  that 
the  artist  who  goes  into  the  w'orld  is  still  not  of  it.  ‘‘  I  don’t 
fancy  painters,”  said  one  of  the  authors  of  the  ‘‘  Rejected 
Addresses;”  ‘‘General  Phipps  used  to  have  them  much  at  his 
table.  Lie  once  asked  me  if  I  liked  to  meet  them.  I  answered 
‘  No  ;  I  know  nothing  in  their  way,  and  they  know  nothing  out 
of  it.’  ”  Those  were  great  artists,  w'e  may  be  sure — some  of 
them,  too,  with  bodily  and  mental  capacity  which  might  have 
permitted  them  some  liberty  to  wander  away  from,  without 
weakening,  their  devotion  to  Art.  Mr.  Millais  and  Mr.  Marcus 
Stone  may  shake  hands  at  the  Chelsea  polling  booths  as  voters 
(on  contrary  sides)  at  a  genei'al  election  ;  Mr.  Armitage  may  be 
as  proud  of  having  passed  an  examination  as  master  mariner  as 
he  is  of  being  a  member  of  the  Royal  Academy  ;  Mr.  Briton 
Riviere  may  join  the  Greek  committee  ;  Mr.  Burne  Jones  sign 
memorials  against  imperialism  ;  and  Mr.  Prinsep  publish  the 
records  of  an  artist’s  travels  in  India,  or  produce  a  play  (we  do 
not  mention  Mr.  Dante  Rossetti,  for  he  is  a  poet  first,  and  a 
painter  afterwards) ;  but  the  student  will  do  well  to  be  a  Gallio 
to  all  these  things.  The  practised  painter  may  be  an  author, 
an  orator,  a  dilettante  politician,  or  a  master  of  fox  hounds, 
and  his  art  not  suffer,  but  an  undivided  allegiance  is  the  only 
safeguard  for  the  ordinary  aspirant.  ‘‘An  artist,  sir,  should 
rest  in  Art.”  She  is  a  mistress  who  claims  his  sole  love;  and 
she  has  a  right  to  do  so,  for  she  possesses  an  inexhaustible  trea¬ 
sury  of  charms.  If  he  has  mastered  painting  on  canvas,  she 
shows  him  a  fresco,  or  puts  a  chisel  in  his  hands,  or  tells  him 
to  etch,  to  model,  or  to  carve.  Is  he  sure  in  his  drawing  ?  there 
is  still  a  conquest  remaining  to  him  in  colour ;  and  be  he  the 
loveliest  colourist  in  the  world,  he  may  yet,  like  Titian  at  seventy 
years  old,  gain  a  freedom  and  power  of  conception  and  design 
he  has  hitherto  lacked.  Labour  as  he  will,  there  must  still  be 
ever  for  the  artist  a  perfection  not  attained,  though  his  works  be 
counted,  like  Rubens’s,  by  the  thousand  ;  and  still  a  fresh  field 
of  enterprise  for  that  single  human  capacity  which  has  never 
yet  excelled  in  every  branch  of  the  art — the  art  which  requires, 
never  more  than  in  these  days  of  divided  labour  and  multiplicity 
of  attainments,  the  whole  heart,  the  self-denying  homage,  of  her 
devotees. 

Wilfred  Meynell. 


THE  SEARCH. 


Ch.  kocHussEN,  Painter.  -  - 

This  is  the  work  of  a  Dutch  painter  whose  productions  have 
for  several  years  found  a  ready  welcome  in  some  of  our 
Art  galleries.  The  first  time  we  remember  to  have  made  the 
acquaintance  of  his  pictures  was  at  the  International  Exhibition 
of  1862,  to  which  he  contributed  four  examples  of  his  skilful 
pencil  of  a  somewhat  varied  character,  as  their  titles  will  show  : 
these  are  ‘  Count  Florens  V.  on  the  Dyke  at  Vroone,’  ‘  The  Sea- 
Beggars  before  Leyden,’  and  two  pictures  called  ‘  Hawking.’ 
Dutch  Art  of  the  present  day  is — in  subject,  at  least — very  much 
of  the  same  description  as  that  in  vogue  two  centuries  or  so 
back ;  what  is  ordinarily  know'n  as  High  Art,  whether  sacred  or 
secular,  finds  but  little  favour ;  landscape,  marine,  and  gettre 
form  the  staple  subjects  of  the  artists  of  that  country.  In  the 
picture  here  engraved  Mynheer  Rochussen  seems  to  have  taken 
for  his  theme  some  incident  connected  with  tne  great  French 
Revolution  of  the  last  century,  though  the  reference  is  not  very 
manifest.  One  thing  at  least  is  quite  clear,  that  the  mansion 


-< -  L.  Lowenstam,  Engraver. 

is  in  the  possession  of  the  officials  of  the  Republic,  the  chief  of 
whom,  as  it  seems  to  us,  is  interrogating  the  ‘‘  daughter  of  the 
house,”  while  a  notary,  or  some  other  legal  officer,  is  taking 
account  of  the  proceedings,  or,  perhaps,  of  objects  about  to  be 
confiscated.  Seated  by  the  fireside  is  an  elderly  lady  dressed 
in  deep  mourning,  her  habiliments,  no  less  than  her  counte¬ 
nance,  giving  undoubted  evidence  of  the  trouble  she  is  in.  An 
aged  retainer  of  the  family  has  brought  a  puppy  dog  to  his 
mistress,  and  seems  to  be  asking  of  her  some  instructions  con¬ 
cerning  the  little  animal.  The  leader  of  the  intruding  party  has 
certainly  not  forgotten  his  courtesy  in  his  republicanism,  for  he 
holds  his  cap  in  his  hand  while  conversing  with  the  ladies,  the 
younger  of  whom  surveys  him  with  an  expression  of  face  that  fore¬ 
bodes  anything  but  peace  and  good-will  between  them.  The  two 
male  figures  in  the  background  retain  their  republican  feelings 
and  manners  by  keeping  their  heads  covered.  The  composition, 
though  obscure  as  a  subject,  is  clever  and  attractive  as  a  picture. 
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ORIGINAL  DESIGNS  FOR  ART  MANUFACTURE. 
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GRATE. 

The  design  and  decoration  of  Grates  have  greatly  improved 
within  the  last  few  years.  Grates  rank  among  the  most 
important  works  to  which  ornamental  design  is  applied,  and  we 
find  many  eminent  designers  turning  their  attention  to  their 
artistic  decoration.  There  has,  however,  been  a  tendency 
to  over-ornamentation  in  this  branch  of  Art  industry,  which 
should  be  carefully  avoided,  and  manufacturers  will  do  well 


1  to  restrain  their  artists  from  producing  designs  which  arc  a 
I  mass  of  glittering  gaudincss,  and  are  only  remarkable  from 
I  their  e.xtraordinary  burnish.  Due  consideration  must  first  be 
i  paid  to  the  constructive  use  of  the  grate,  and  the  materials  then 
I  submitted  to  judicious  and  careful  treatment.  Especially  in 
i  grates  will  true  excellence  be  closely  allied  with  simplicity,  for 
I  it  should  never  be  forgotten  that  ornament  or  decoration  loses  its 
I  value  when  it  overloads  any  kind  of  work,  and  that  large  unor- 
1  namented  spaces  are  rendered  necessary  to  enhance  the  value 


and  give  greater  effect  to  the  adjacent  ornament.  Tiles  now 
play  a  conspicuous  and  important  part  in  the  construction  of 
fireplaces.  Their  numerous  advantages  have  recommended 
them  to  our  first  designers,  who  introduce  them  with  the  most 
charming  and  pleasing  results.  The  facility  with  which  the 
sides  of  a  grate  or  stove  may  be  kept  clean  alone  enhances  their 
value,  and  fully  justifies  the  adoption  of  tiles  for  this  species  of 
decoration.  Here  especially  should  the  tiles  used  be  of  a  con¬ 
ventionalised  pattern,  as  the  natural  rendering  of  floral  or  other 
1880. 


forms  would  be  utterly  incompatible  with  good  taste,  and  out  of 
keeping  with  the  surroundings  of  the  ornament  itself.  Foliage 
submitted  to  a  conventionalised  or  geometrical  treatment  may 
be  particularly  commended.  At  present  we  may  congratulate 
ourselves  on  the  results  achieved,  and  look  with  pride  on  the 
highly  artistic  grates  and  fireplaces  produced  by  our  leading 
manufacturers.  Mr.  C.  Wilson,  School  of  Art,  Shefiield, 
furnishes  us  with  an  effective  and  tasteful  design,  into  which  he 
has  successfully  introduced  decorative  tiles. 
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HAND  BELL. 


GATES. 


We  have  before  had  frequent  occasion  to  allude  to  the  satisfactory  advance  per¬ 
ceptible  in  designs  furnished  for  reproduction  to  our  leading  hardware  manufacturers, 
and  it  is  gratifying  to  find  the  students  of  the  Birmingham  School  of  Art  applying 
themselves  to  the  improvement  of  the  designs  of  those  manufactures  for  which  Birming¬ 
ham  is  world-renowned.  When  we  call  to  mind  the  many  monstrosities  of  design 
which  at  one  time  emanated  from  several  of  our  schools  of  Art,  we  feel  proud  of  the 


results  that  have  been  achieved  by  perseverance  and  steady  application  to  the  strict 
principles  of  design  ;  at  the  same  time  we  must  be  awake  to  our  present  deficiencies, 
and  endeavour,  by  further  application,  to  eradicate  all  the  present  incongruities  that 
e.xist.  Over-ornamentation,  and  a  display  of  decoration  which  is  entirely  superfluous, 
are  often  permitted  to  pass,  and  many  are  the  designs  reproduced  which  should  at 
the  outset  be  condemned.  Art  is  ofttimes  overlaid  with  ornament,  and  the  skill  of 
the  workman  directed  to  that  which  degrades  the  work  and  utterly  obliterates,  perhaps, 
a  truly  useful  design.  We  engrave  a  design  for  a  Hand  Bell  by  Mr.  Jackson,  School 
of  Art,  Birmingham. 


Mr.  Gething,  one  of  the  masters  of 
the  Stourbridge  School  of  Art,  has  sub¬ 
mitted  to  us  several  tasteful  designs 
for  reproduction  in  wrought  iron.  Due 


attention  should  be  paid  to  the  prac¬ 
tical  construction  of  the  object  in  view, 
and  intricate  and  over-ornamental  de¬ 
tails  avoided,  as  they  conduce  neither 
to  the  beauty  nor  strength  of  the 
design  when  reproduced. 
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GOLD  VASE  AND  SWORDS. 

'  By  kind  permission  of  Messrs.  Hunt  and  Roskell,  of  New 
Bond  Street,  we  are  enabled  to  engrave  the  Ascot  Gold  Cup, 
1880,  together  with  the  Presentation  Sword  of  Lord  Chelmsford. 
The  Vase  is  of  gold,  as  its  title  implies,  and  is  a  truly  remarkable 
and  excellent  piece  of  workmanship.  It  is  curious  to  note 
how  the  desire  for  a  higher  tone  of  Art  is  spreading  even 


to  classes  where  it  would  least  be  looked  for.  Racing  cups 
have,  until  very  lately,  echoed  the  aspirations  of  the  race¬ 
course,  and  desired  nothing  better  than  a  well-modelled  race¬ 
horse  surmounting  a  vase  whose  handles  were  whips  and  spurs, 
and  its  cover  a  jockey’s  cap.  But  now  nous  awns  change 
tout  cela,  and  Isonomy,  by  winning  the  Gold  Cup  at  Ascot, 


enabled  Mr.  Gretton  to  become  the  possessor  of  an  artistic 
work  of  great  merit  in  the  form  of  a  classic  vase,  richly 
chased  in  relief  with  the  Labours  of  Hercules,  designed  by  an 
able  artist,  Mr.  G.  A.  Carter.  It  is  a  real  success  in  Art. 
Jupiter,  the  father  of  Hercules,  seated  on  an  eagle  and  holding 
the  sceptre  of  authority,  surmounts  the  cup.  On  the  neck  of  the 
vase,  on  one  side,  an  episode  of  the  infancy  of  Hercules  is 


depicted,  namely,  his  strangling  the  serpents  sent  by  Juno  for 
his  destruction  ;  whilst  on  the  other  the  aegis  of  Minerva  with 
Medusa’s  head  symbolizes  the  protection  which  the  goddess 
always  extended  to  the  hero.  Below,  chased  in  high  relief,  are 
the  twelve  Labours  of  Hercules.  Around  the  foot  a  group  of  boys. 


support  the  attributes  of  the  hero— the  lion’s  skin,  the  bow  and 
arrows,  the  shield  and  sword,  and  the  club.  The  composition 
and  draughtsmanship  of  the  frieze  which  surrounds  the  vase  are 
exceptionally  good,  and  promise  well  for  English  Art.  General 
Lord  Chelmsford’s  Sword  is  another  superb  piece  of  workman¬ 


ship.  The  handle  is  of  African  ivory,  ornamented  with  African 
flowers  set  wdth  diamonds.  The  scabbard,  of  gold,  has  been 
thoughtfully  treated,  and  bears  the  names  of  the  various  en¬ 
gagements  in  which  his  lordship  has  taken  part.  Mr.  Thomas. 
Brown  is  the  designer. 
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MARBLE  TABLE  TOP. 

Mr.  Julius  Batsche,  son  of  the  eminent  artist-engraver  of 


Vienna,  and  who  is  well  known  as  a  worker  and  designer  in  the 
highest  branches  of  Art,  sends  us  a  charming  design  for  a 


richly  carved  and  chastely  engraved  Marble  Table  Top,  a  sub-  |  ject  to  which  he  has  with  success  devoted  much  attention. 


BORDER. 

The  truest  principles  of  design  should  be  employed  for  the 
ornamentation  of  carpets,  the  primary  object  being  to  treat  the 


whole  as  a  background  rather  than  to  call  particular  attention 
to  the  ornament.  Mr.  Hussey,  of  Kidderminster,  sends  us  a 
simple  design  for  a  Carpet  and  Border. 
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THE  OLD  SYSTEM  OF  ART 


HOUGH  the  public  have  been  “crammed”  for 
the  last  half-century  with  the  history  of  Art,  they 
are  too  apt  to  overlook  the  facts  and  moral  of 
its  teaching,  and  to  take  it  for  granted  that 
the  present  machinery  for  Art  culture — Royal 
Academies,  museums,  galleries  of  ancient  Art, 
and  Art  schools — were  always  the  means  em¬ 
ployed  for  the  development  of  painting,  sculpture,  and  archi¬ 
tecture,  whereas  those  institutions  are  of  comparatively  recent 
origin,  institutions  which  had  no  part  in  the  promotion  of  the  two 
greatest  Art  developments,  the  Grecian  and  the  Italian,  but 
which  received  their  full  development,  long  after  the  great  era 
of  mural  painting  in  Italy  had  closed,  and  the  “Decadence” 
had  set  in.  The  ancient  means,  the  common-sense  means  of 
promoting  Art  adopted  in  Greece  and  Italy,  were  totally  different. 
The  Greeks  and  the  Italians  appear  to  have  been  better  political 
economists  than  we  ;  they  knew  that  demand,  continuous  and 
ample  demand,  is  the  prime  mover  to  all  effective  production. 
Art  production  not  excepted ;  they  knew  that  everything  neces¬ 
sary  to  the  progress  of  Art  would  supervene  on  that  initiation, 
fall  into  its  proper  place,  and  assume  its  due  proportions.  All 
the  great  Art  epochs  were  the  outcome  of  this  simple  and  natural 
system. 

We  may,  perhaps,  be  attributing  unmerited  acumen  to  the 
Greeks  and  the  Italians  for  adopting  this  common-sense  pro¬ 
ceeding,  when  it  may  have  been  only  the  result  of  necessity. 
For  the  Greeks  had  no  antiques  wherewith  to  fill  museums  ;  the 
Greeks  had  to  make  the  Art  of  sculpture,  and  the  Italians  the 
Art  of  painting,  by  slow  and  progressive  steps — as  one  might  say, 
out  of  their  own  heads,  their  inner  consciousness.  They  made, 
independently  of  any  collections  of  former  examples,  those  very 
Art  treasures  with  which  we,  at  an  enormous  expense,  seek  to 
cram  museums  and  galleries,  without  any  of  that  modern  para¬ 
phernalia  of  Art  culture  to  which  such  vast  importance  is  now 
erroneously  attached. 

But  there  is  no  occasion  to  travel  back  to  mediaeval  Italy  and 
ancient  Greece  for  examples  of  the  natural  as  opposed  to  the 
modern  and  artificial  scheme  of  Art  culture  ;  we  need  not  pass 
beyond  these  islands  in  search  of  apt  illustration.  Let  us  com¬ 
mence  from  the  Art  history  of  comparatively  recent  times,  and  of 
this  country,  and  then  retrace  it  into  antiquity.  What  does 
the  early  history  of  English  Art,  the  history  of  the  Gothic 
period,  teach  ?  And  that  mediaeval  development  of  Art,  be 
it  recollected,  was  in  its  way  a  very  great  development,  one 
which  might,  had  it  not  been  arrested,  have  culminated  in 
something  much  more  perfect.  Well,  was  not  that  the 
outcome,  the  result  of  a  great  and  continuous  demand  for 
ecclesiastical  architecture,  and  all  the  affiliated  arts  through 
several  centuries  ?  And  did  not  the  Art  of  that  early  time  grow 
and  prosper  without  museums,  galleries,  or  Art  schools,  without 
any  machinery  the  least  resembling  our  modern  means  of  Art 
culture  ?  The  directors  of  the  Gothic  Revival  are  constantly 
lamenting  that  they  cannot  now  get  their  Art  work  so  well 
executed  as  in  the  early  times,  and  they  fall  back  upon  the 
sentimental  notion  of  “the  inspired  workman  ”  to  account  for 
the  excellence  of  mediseval  design  and  workmanship.  It  is 
unfortunate  for  the  staunch  upholders  of  the  modern  system, 
that  such  workmen  should  only  have  occurred  in  the  dark 
ages,  which  did  not  boast  the  costly  appliances  of  to-day. 
There  is,  however,  a  still  later  illustration  of  the  slight  utility 
of  our  modern  institutions  for  furthering  Art  to  be  found  in  the 
annals  of  this  country.  Did  not  Hogarth,  Sir  Joshua,  Gains¬ 
borough,  Romney,  Stothard,  Flaxman,  &c.,  become  famous 
before  we  had  either  a  British  Museum  or  a  National  Gallery 
worth  speaking  of,  or  even  a  system  of  Art  schools  was  thought 
of?  Has  either  portraiture  or  sculpture  made  much  progress 
since  then  ?  Has  even  general  taste  improved  ?  Many  will, 
perhaps,  roundly  assert  that  it  has.  There  is,  undoubtedly,  a 
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CULTURE  AND  THE  NEW. 
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great  deal  of  very  thin  “veneer,”  which  passes  for  such,  but  it 
will  not  bear  the  slightest  scratching  without  betraying  its 
superficiality.  At  the  beginning  of  the  century  tliere  was  a 
movement  towards  a  classic  feeling  and  a  taste  which,  it  was 
predicted,  would  be  further  promoted  by  that  glorious  possession, 
the  Elgin  marbles.  But  what  are  the  real  facts  ?  That  possession 
has  been  utterly  powerless  to  influence,  in  the  aggregate,  either 
artistic  or  public  taste  :  crowds  have  passed  through  that  famous 
room  in  the  British  Museum,  artists  as  well  as  others,  only  to 
leave  it  to  turn  and  to  rejoice  either  in  the  Gothic  Revival,  in  the 
Queen  Anne  style,  or  in  Chinese  and  Japanese  whims.  The 
fallacy  which  lurks  at  the  root  of  most  of  the  mischievous  mea¬ 
sures  of  either  general  or  technical  education  is  this,  viz.  that 
the  vitality  of  knowledge  is  increased  by  the  multiplication  of 
appliances.  Of  these  appliances,  erroneously  supposed  “  aids,” 
modern  Art  has  many  more  than  mediaeval  or  ancient :  it  has 
Museums  of  Antiquities  and  Galleries  of  Old  Masters,  it  has  en¬ 
graving  and  photography,  it  has  chemistry  and  improved  tools, 
the  chisel  and  the  pointing  instrument,  and  yet  it  lags  behind. 
The  more  men  are  supplied  with  educational  “aids,”  the  less 
likely  are  they  to  run  alone  ;  these  go-carts,  instead  of  effecting 
what  is  intended,  make  men  intellectually  rickety.  It  is  far 
wiser  not  to  attempt  to  do  too  much  for,  nor  to  cram  the  student 
with  a  great  variety  of  knowledge,  but  to  leave  him  some  bracing 
difficulties  in  the  attainment  of  information,  and  reason  room 
for  independent  inquiry  and  original  view. 

In  France,  for  several  centuries,  there  has  been  a  more  general 
encouragement  of  Art  and  of  artists  than  elsewhere  in  Europe, 
and  it  Is  well  known  with  what  favourable  results.  This  active 
public  and  private  encouragement  has  been  sufficiently  liberal, 
extensive,  and  continuous  to  permit  of  the  revival  of  the  institu¬ 
tion  of  the  atelier  and  the  relation  of  master  and  scholar  on  a 
scale  never  adopted  in  this  country.  It  is  a  system  of  Art 
schooling  that  must  necessarily  supervene  on  an  extensive 
encouragement  of  the  Fine  Arts,  and  one  that  tends’more  than  any 
to  develop  artistic  excellence.  But  to  talk  of  returning  to  the 
institution  of  master  and  pupil  as  it  existed  of  old  time,  and  as 
it,  in  a  measure,  now  exists  in  France,  in  order  to  promote 
historical  painting  in  this  country,  is  to  misconceive  the  natural 
order  of  things.  It  might  be  returned  to,  but  without  that  larger 
encouragement,  that  more  extensive  and  continuous  demand  for 
the  higher  branches  of  Art,  it  would  never  live ;  it  is  only  such 
a  demand,  indeed,  that  would  warrant  a  recurrence  to  the 
system. 

Instead  of  attributing  French  artistic  excellence  to  that  more 
extensive  and  continuous  demand  for  works  of  Art  of  the  highest 
order,  to  that  natural  means  of  Art  development  which  has 
always  been  successful,  the  public  have  attributed  it  to  the 
possession  of  the  splendid  Louvre,  &c.,  and  under  this  misap¬ 
prehension  have  adopted  the  fashion  of  museums,  galleries,  &c., 
and  with  the  determination,  in  their  rivalry,  to  outdo  the  French 
in  collecting,  firmly  believing  that  when  they  shall  have  done  so 
they  will  outstrip  France  in  taste  and  in  Art.  The  existence 
of  the  Louvre  with  French  artistic  excellence  is  but  a  coinci¬ 
dence.  It  doubtless  contributes  to  the  splendour  of  Paris,  and 
forms  a  hive  for  copyists,  and  an  agreeable  lounge  for  the 
dilettanti  of  all  nations  ;  but  that  is  about  all  that  can  be  urged 
as  its  raiso7i  d’etre. 

The  modern  German  school  has  achieved  distinction  in  an 
incredibly  short  space  of  time,  within  the  lifetime  of  some  of  our 
older  painters,  not  by  the  institution  of  museums,  galleries,  and 
Art  schools,  but  from  the  enterprise  and  prodigal  liberality  of 
Ludwig  of  Bavaria,  who  caused  Munich  to  be  rebuilt  and  its 
monumental  buildings  to  be  decorated  by  German  painters  and 
sculptors — not  decorated  in  the  sense  in  which  Englishmen 
generally  misunderstand  the  word,  as  meaning  a  little  ornament 
scattered  about,  with  an  occasional  “decorative  figure”  here 
and  there,  but  wholesale  with  the  best  religious  and  historical 
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Art  that  Cornelius,  Schnorr,  Hess,  Kaulbach,  and  many  others 
could  produce.  Do  what  one  will,  one  cannot  make  the  British 
public  comprehend  that  the  word  “  decoration,”  in  its  ancient 
sense,  did  not  mean  some  flimsier  kind  of  painting  than  the 
best,  affectations  of  flatness,  of  outline,  &:c.,  but  the  application 
of  the  very  finest  Art  that  could  be  produced  to  architecture. 
Host  of  the  e.xisting  masterpieces  of  painting  and  sculpture  are 
still  either  portions  of,  or  were  designed  for,  the  decoration  of 
grand  public  edifices. 

The  early  or  medizeval  German  Art  development,  like  the 
early  English,  was  the  result  of  precisely  the  same  simple 
means,  and  of  course  long  before  the  present  system  of  Art 
culture  was  either  thought  of  or  was  possible. 

The  Dutch  school,  too,  the  school  that  was  the  most  pro¬ 
ductive  of  easel  pictures,  was  also  the  outcome  of  the  natural 
system  of  demand,  and  not  of  any  means  the  least  resem¬ 
bling  the  Art  educational  machinery  in  vogue  in  this  country. 
It  was  the  result  partly  of  the  demand  of  the  Church  for 
pictorial  decoration,  but  more  of  that  of  the  burghers  for 
cabinet  pictures  to  hang  in  their  heavy  mansions.  The  tend¬ 
ency  of  the  Dutch  school,  however,  was,  at  best,  to  the 
material,  to  an  Art  materiality  of  the  most  finished  kind,  but 
nevertheless  material,  for  specimens  of  which  we  give  most 
exorbitant  sums ;  and  although  the  Dutch  painters  had  no 
national  galleries  to  refer  to,  we  see  how  marvellously  well  they 
did  without  them. 

And  what  do  we  learn  from  the  history  of  Italian  Art  ?  Not  that 
the  Fine  Arts  were  developed  in  Italy  by  museums,  galleries,  and 
Art  schools,  but  by  the  continuous  demand  of  the  Church,  her 
princes,  and  her  wealthy  merchants,  through  several  centuries, 
for  mural  decorations  on  the  grandest  scale.  The  Italians  in  the 
early  centuries  did  not  stand  still  debating  whether  those  deco¬ 
rations  would  last  for  ever,  or  whether  her  artists  were  perfect ; 
they  took  the  artists  they  had,  and  trusted  to  a  progressive 
development,  and  so  by  a  gradual  advance  they  came  into  the 
possession  of  an  Angelo,  a  Raphael,  a  Da  Vinci,  &c.  They 
did  not  always  supplant  earlier  and  cruder  works  with  better ; 
they  left  work  of  Cimabue  and  Giotto  standing,  when  painting 
had  attained  to  a  higher  degree  of  excellence,  hi  the  two 
greatest  Art  develo;pments  Art  was  devoted  to  national  pur¬ 
poses — to  the  decoration  of  public  buildings.  The  decoration 
of  a  public  edifice  with  painting  and  sculpture  forms  the  best  of 
all  Art  schools,  for  it  necessitates  the  adaptation  of  Art  to  a 
great  variety  of  purposes ;  hence  we  have  those  interesting 
specimens  of  Italian  Fine  Art  manufactures.  Besides,  the  con¬ 
tinuous  demand  for  architectonic  decoration  on  a  large  scale 
necessitates  recourse  to  the  system  of  scholarship  or  pupilage, 
without  w’hich  the  great  masters  could  not  have  got  through 
their  extensive  works  in  anything  like  reasonable  time.  We  see 
this  institution  of  master  and  scholar  growing  and  increasing 
with  the  growth  of  Italian  Art.  There  was  under  such  a  system 
of  Art  development  no  occasion  for  the  Italian  Governments  to 
subsidise  Art  schools  ;  the  Art  culture,  as  intrusted  to  the  artists 
themselves,  w'as  equal  to  any  and  every  demand.  It  is  quite 
true  that  the  collecting  of  the  remains  of  ancient  Art  into 
museums  and  galleries  may  be  said  to  date  from  the  Re¬ 
naissance,  and  to  have  been  contemporaneous  with  the  culmina¬ 
tion  of  Italian  Art.  The  Italians,  however,  had  established  their 
artistic  excellence  before  the  collecting  of  antiquities  had  become 
a  passion,  and  upon  an  independent  basis  ;  Italian  Art  had  been 
developed  by  the  natural  and  common-sense  process  of  demand. 
There  were  no  “old  masters”  to  collect  into  galleries  for  the 
education  of  the  early  Italian  artists  ;  and  when  eventually  the 
Italians  did  commence  collecting  antiquities,  the  sparse  fragments 
of  Grecian  painting  could  have  had  no  effect  upon  the  Italian 
school.  Easel  pictures,  it  should  be  recollected,  were  the  ex¬ 
ception  rather  than  the  rule  in  Italy ;  these  were  not  produced 
on  an  extensive  scale  till  the  decadence.  But  Italy,  besides 
affording  one  of  the  most  striking  instances  of  the  efficacy  of  the 
old  and  natural  system  of  Art  culture,  also  furnishes  a  most 
remarkable  illustration  of  the  fact  that  the  presence  of  the 
noblest  examples  of  Art,  spread  broadcast  over  a  land,  is  utterly 
powerless  either  to  develop  Art  or  to  civilise.  For  three  cen¬ 


turies  the  great  productions  of  her  artists  were  distributed 
lavishly  throughout  her  length  and  breadth,  beyond  the  dreams 
of  dilettanti  avarice  ;  Italy  was  one  vast  museum  ;  and  yet  this 
great  legacy  was  totally  inadequate  to  revive  either  Art  or  civilisa¬ 
tion.  A  living  Italy  had  in  much  less  time  created  the  greater 
part  of  those  treasures.  When  ancient  Rome  was  embarrassed 
with  the  accumulated  spoils  of  Grecian  Art  she  did  not  herself 
become  artistically  renowned ;  all  these  had  to  be  overwhelmed  in 
the  wrack  of  centuries  in  order  that  Italy  might  independently 
achieve  a  great  position  and  rival  the  Art  of  Greece.  And  yet, 
in  the  very  face  of  all  this  evidence,  this  teaching  of  the  history 
of  Art,  the  dilettanti  Art  educators  would  still  overwhelm  us 
with  museum  upon  museum  of  antiques,  and  gallery  upon  gallery 
of  old  masters. 

Finally,  we  retrace  the  history  of  Art  to  Greece ;  and  what 
system  of  culture  was  adopted  there  ?  Certainly  none  analogous 
to  our  own.  There  were  no  museums  or  galleries,  for  there  were 
then  no  antiques  or  old  masters  to  be  collected.  The  Greeks 
had  to  make  Art  for  themselves  and  for  the  admiration  of 
posterity  without  any  of  those  means  which  are  now  erroneously 
supposed  to  be  so  all-important.  There  was  a  general  and  con¬ 
tinuous  demand  for  a  long  period  throughout  Greece  for  noble 
painting,  sculpture,  and  architecture  :  there  was  a  national 
demand  for  Art.  The  different  states  contended  for  and  offered 
fabulous  sums  to  enlist  artists  in  their  service,  and  for  the 
possession  of  any  movable  and  famous  works.  The  whole 
of  the  craftsmen  in  Pericles’s  time  were  under  the  super¬ 
vision  and  direction  of  Phidias  ;  the  architects,  tapestry  workers, 
&c.,  and  drawing  and  music,  let  it  be  noted,  were  taught  in  all 
the  Grecian  schools  four  hundred  and  fifty  years  before  the 
Christian  era.  Were  I  asked  to  state  succinctly  the  principle 
which  gave  the  Greeks  their  wonderful  pre-eminence  in  Art, 
I  would  say,  because  the  tendency  of  their  education  was 
diametrically  opposed  to  our  own.  Ours  consists  in  the  exaggera¬ 
tion  of  accidental  bias  ;  theirs  aimed  at  the  development  of  the 
proportioned,  symmetrical,  or  unbiassed  manhood.  What  their 
education  aimed  to  make  living  men,  their  sculptors  sought  to 
embody  in  marble,  and  that  was  not  so  difficult  when  education 
sought  to  make  the  ideal  a  living  fact.  Museums  of  antiquities, 
galleries  of  old  masters,  and  lectures  upon  the  history  of  Art 
are  very  interesting,  and  very  well  in  their  way  ;  but  the  motive, 
the  power,  the  primuni  mobile  of  Art  encouragement,  ‘‘  de¬ 
mand,”  should  be  our  first  consideration.  We  ourselves  have 
to  make  a  history  of  Art  rather  than  to  listen  to  one.  In 
no  country  has  so  much  been  written  upon  that  history,  and 
in  no  country  have  its  teachings  and  moral  been  so  persistently 
ignored.  It  is  just  possible  that  our  artificial  system  of 
Art  culture,  our  attempted  forcing  process,  might  have  some 
vitality  breathed  into  it  if  backed  by  a  liberal  and  conti¬ 
nuous  national  demand  for  Art  production  of  the  highest  kind, 
more  especially  for  mural  painting  and  ideal  sculpture.  If  it  be 
not  unconstitutional  to  take  the  Art  education  of  the  country 
into  governmental  hands,  to  make  grants  of  public  moneys  for 
such  purposes,  how  much  more  constitutional  would  it  be  to 
adopt  the  more  economic  process,  and  apply  such  grants  in  a 
more  direct  and  effective  way,  in  the  ancient  common-sense  way, 
and  employ  artists  on  the  decoration  of  great  public  buildings  ! 
What  an  opening  does  this  natural  system  of  Art  culture  offer  to 
the  immensely  wealthy  to  become  public  benefactors  by  devot¬ 
ing  their  riches  to  the  founding  and  embellishing  of  magnificent 
public  edifices  !  They  would  raise  national  galleries  of  the  right 
kind,  filled  with  native  work,  monuments  to  themselves  and  to 
their  country.  To  that  nation  who  shall  be  the  first  to  compre¬ 
hend  and  to  imitate  the  older  and  natural  system  of  Art  culture 
may  safely  be  promised  the  lead  in  the  Fine  Arts,  and  in  the 
manufactures.  What  an  opportunity  have  America  and  our 
great  colonies  !  The  two  greatest  Art  epochs,  the  Italian  and 
the  Grecian,  were  the  outcome  of  that  system.  Art  devoted  to 
national  purposes  is  stimulated  to  higher  effort ;  private  patron¬ 
age  is  too  capricious,  it  leads  only  to  pieces  d' occasion,  to 
disconnected  work.  It  may  be  with  me,  as  with  other  advocates 
of  reforms,  that,  I  over-depreciate  the  existing  state  of  things, 
and  topple  over  to  an  opposite  extreme  ;  but  let  the  reader  judge 
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whether  the  evidence  adduced  gives  full  sanction  to  my  opinion. 
After,  however,  one  has  so  long  witnessed  measures  of  Art 
culture  of,  at  best,  secondary,  regarded  as  of  primary  and  exclu¬ 
sive  importance,  one  cannot  but  pen  expressions  of  a  noble  rage. 
How  long  have  the  higher  aims  of  Art  languished  in  this 
country,  whilst  vast  sums  have  been  thrown  away  in  trying  how 
not  to  do  it !  What  would  the  English  school  of  painting  and 
sculpture  have  been,  if  a  tithe  of  the  thousands  spent  upon  an 
artificial  and  indirect  system  had  been  devoted  to  the  direct  and 
natural  system  of  encouraging  Art,  and  had  that  series  of 
remarkable  competitions  at  Westminster  Hall  been  followed  out 
to  their  legitimate  ends  !  There  are  some  who  were  successful 
in  those  competitions  who  must  now  keenly  feel  what  a  different 
legacy  of  work  they  could  have  bequeathed  to  the  nation,  had 
they  been  continuously  employed  upon  important  and  connected 
mural  works.  How  many  a  life  work  has  been  marred, 
cribbed,  cabined,  and  confined  for  want  of  a  stimulus  to 
grand  work !  The  tendency  of  Art  of  late  years  has  been 
down  !  down !  from  mind  to  matter.  It  is  the  presence  of 
thought,  of  ideas,  which  exalts  Art,  otherwise  it  descends  to 
littleness  ;  to  things  pretty,  and  perhaps  innocent  in  themselves, 
but  of  no  great  account ;  to  beauties  which  are  not  overlooked 
by  the  higher  culture,  but  which  are  regarded  only  in  relation 
and  in  subordination  to  greater.  The  rendering  of  the  poetry 
of  thought  or  the  facts  of  history  is  humanly  of  far  greater 
import  than  the  exact  imitation  of  the  down  of  a  peach  or  of 
every  filament  in  a  bird’s  nest. 

Those  who  have  presumed  to  direct  taste  and  Art  in  this 
country,  and  who  insist  so  strongly  on  the  value  of  the  history 


of  Art,  have  not  yet  learnt  from  that  history  that  civilisation 
makes  Art,  and  not  Art  civilisation,  as  they  will  blunderingly 
have  it.  It  is  this  leading  inversion  which  makes  them  place 
the  cart  before  the  horse  in  most  Art  matters.  They  sub¬ 
vert  the  very  system  of  Art  culture  adopted  by  the  ancients  in 
the  great  Art  epochs,  and  fancy  Art  can  be  taught  by  examples. 
They  insist  upon  trying  to  cram  Art  into  men  instead  of  seeking 
to  bring  it  out  of  them.  They  would  seem  to  think  that  any 
number  of  Michael  Angelos  ana  Raphaels  can  be  made  to  start 
with,  but  they  altogether  neglect  to  provide  opportunities  worthy 
of  such  talents.  They  are  constantly  placing  works  of  Art  before 
the  student  for  which  there  is  not  the  slightest  demand.  They 
leave  the  crowds  of  students  they  tempt  into  the  profession  of  Ait 
to  the  hap-hazard  of  exhibitions,  and  to  the  bizarre  tastes  of  the 
nouveaux  riches. 

Every  great  Art  epoch  then,  as  we  have  shown,  has  been  the 
result  of  a  liberal  and  continuous  “demand,”  through  long 
periods,  upon  the  genius  of  many  artists,  and  the  greatest  of 
these  epochs  by  the  liberal  and  continuous  employment  of  a 
succession  of  painters  and  sculptors  on  the  decoration  of  public 
buildings.  monumental ;  fora  nation’s 

Art,  using  this  word  in  its  widest  sense,  is  its  forefront  and 
visage,  in  whose  features  its  character  is  indelibly  impressed  ; 
and  as  this  is  either  ignoble  or  exalted  will  it  receive  the  neglect 
or  the  admiration  of  posterity.  W.  Cave  Thomas. 

N.B. — The  present  paper  is  an  amplification  of  the  views  con¬ 
tained  in  a  letter  of  the  writer’s  which  appeared  in  the  Times, 
Sept.  15th,  1880. 
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Art  Progress  in  Belfast.-— The  remark  has  been  fre¬ 
quently  made,  and  with  justice,  that  the  rapid  growth  of  the 
town  of  Belfast  in  extent,  population,  and  wealth  during  the 
last  half-century  had  left  its  busy  citizens  but  little  time  for 
the  cultivation  of  the  Fine  Arts.  Strangers  may  admire  the 
splendid  warehouses,  prosperous  industries,  and  busy  docks, 
but  should  they  inquire  for  those  public  Art  institutions,  such  as 
are  possessed  by  many  less  important  towns,  the  reply  would 
probably  be  that  there  is  really  nothing  worthy  of  the  name. 
No  public  effort  has  yet  been  made  to  provide  an  Art  museum 
and  picture  gallery  for  Belfast.  Beyond  the  establishment  of  a 
school  of  Art,  which  has  already  done  good  work,  private 
enterprise  has  done  everything;  the  town,  as  a  town,  nothing. 
Several  industries  and  professions  are,  as  is  well  known,  exten¬ 
sively  carried  on,  in  which  Art  forms  a  very  considerable  element, 
and  in  that  respect  Belfast  holds  high  rank — in  the  manufacture 
of  linen,  damask,  and  Art  metal-work,  and,  not  least,  in  deco¬ 
rative  printing  and  chromo-lithography.  Messrs.  Marcus  Ward, 
at  the  Royal  Ulster  Works,  employ  many  hundreds  of  persons, 
some  of  the  highest  talent,  originating  and  reproducing  draw¬ 
ings  and  designs.  With  regard  to  Art  pure  and  simple,  exhi¬ 
bitions  of  paintings,  organized  and  conducted  by  patrons  of  Art, 
and  for  special  objects,  have  been  held  at  rare  intervals,  but 
nothing  until  within  the  last  few  years  has  been  attempted  on 
any  settled  plan  commensurate  with  the  importance  of  the 


town.  In  1877,  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  locality,  an  Art  gallery 
was  erected  by  the  enterprise  of  a  private  firm,  Messrs.  Rodman 
&  Co.  Their  fourth  Autumn  Exhibition  of  Modern  Paintings  is 
now  open,  and  contains  nearly  four  hundred  examples  in  oil  and 
water  colour  of  more  than  average  merit.  Messrs.  Rodman  have 
succeeded  in  obtaining  a  collection  far  above  anything  that  has 
yet  been  brought  together  in  Belfast,  as  most  of  the  works  have 
been  received  direct  from  the  studios. 

The  Winter  Exhibition  at  the  Royal  Academy  will  con¬ 
sist  of  four  rooms  of  pictures  by  deceased  masters,  and  one  of 
drawings  by  Flaxman,  lent  by  the  University  of  Oxford,  Uni¬ 
versity  College,  London,  and  also  from  the  Royal  Academy’s 
own  library.  The  deceased  masters  will  be  principally  selected 
from  Earl  Cowper’s  collection,  and  from  Mrs.  Hope’s.  We 
believe  that  the  treasures  at  Panshanger  have  often  been  asked 
for,  but  their  owner  was  averse  to  denuding  his  walls  so  long  as 
he  was  in  residence  there,  so  that  the  public  will  owe  their  sight 
of  his  pictures  to  his  appointment  as  Lord  Lieutenant  of  Ireland. 
We  understand  that  the  authorities  of  the  parish  wherein  the 
approaches  to  the  Academy  are  situated  have,  with  their  usual 
forethought,  selected  the  time  of  the  opening  of  the  Winter 
Exhibition  for  paving  Piccadilly. — The  Grosvenor  Winter  Exhibi¬ 
tion  will  consist  of  drawings  by  French  w’ater-colour  painters, 
and  of  designs  in  monochrome  by  living  English  artists. 

- 


ART  PUBLICATIONS. 

- - - 


The  Country  of  the  Passion  Play,”  by  L.  G.  Seguin 
(London  :  Strahan  &  Co.). — Miss  Seguin,  who  is  already 
known  by  her  volumes  on  Algiers  and  the  Black  Forest,  has  added 
a  third,  which,  like  its  predecessors,  is  a  combination  of  guide¬ 


book,  history,  and  romance.  The  author’s  intention  was  that 
the  book  should  induce  some  few  out  of  tlie  many  who  turn 
their  footsteps  to  Ober-Ammergau  not  to  make  that  village  the 
sole  goal  of  their  pilgrimage,  but  rather  to  continue  their  ex- 
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plomtions  into  the  very  attractive  district  of  which  Ammergau 
is  but  the  entrance ;  in  fact,  to  choose  Partenkirchen  rather 
than  Munich  as  their  head-quarters,  not  only  on  account  of 
its  beauty,  but  its  convenience.  Starting  with  an  historical 
sketch  of  the  country,  the  reader  is  next  introduced  to  the  people 
and  their  customs,  of  which  capital  illustrations  are  given, 
which  cannot  be  said  of  those  which  refer  to  the  Passion  Play. 
To  this  latter  only  one-fourth  of  the  book  is  devoted.  It  is  to  be 
hoped  that  another  year  many  may  be  induced  to  undertake  the 
tour  which  Miss  Seguin  so  attractively  sketches  out,  namely, 
through  the  Bavarian  Highlands  to  the  far-famed  cities  of 
Munich  and  Nuremberg.  It  may  easily  be  accomplished  in 
a  month,  and  would  introduce  the  traveller  to  most  of  what  is 
to  be  seen  in  Switzerland,  and  much  which  cannot  be  obtained 
there.  In  this  event  they  must  not  go  without  Miss  Seguin’s 
book  as  their  guide. 

“  The  Minor  Arts,”  by  Charles  G.  Leland  (London  ;  Mac¬ 
millan  &  Co.). — This,  the  tenth  of  the  Art  at  Home  series,  pro¬ 
fesses  to  teach  in  a  simple  practical  manner  the  following  pro¬ 
cesses  : — Porcelain  Painting,  Leather- work.  Wood  Carving, 
Stencilling,  Modelling  in  Clay,  Mosaic  and  Repousse  Work. 
According  to  the  author,  an  acquisition  of  any  one  of  these 
minor  arts  is  delightfully  easy ;  thus  we  read  of  wood  carving, 
‘‘  Its  rudiments  may  be  readily  acquired  by  anybody  from 
a  book  ;  it  is  very  little  harder  to  carve  a  panel  in  low  relief 
than  to  trace  a  pattern  on  its  surface,  and  after  a  little  prac¬ 
tice  in  panels  it  is  easy  to  carve  in  the  round.”  Modelling 
in  clay  seems  easier  still;  in  fact,  ‘‘one  cannot  go  wrong.” 
And,  further,  we  are  informed  that  “  several  of  the  arts  treated 
in  this  book  can  be  mastered  by  the  great  majority  of  people  in 
a  short  time,  with  the  certainty  of  affo?~ding  the  means  of 
living,”  this  expectation  being  based  apparently  on  the  suppo¬ 
sition  that  “there  is  a  class  of  educated  purchasers  rapidly 
springing  up  who  prefer  hand-made  work  to  merely  artificial 
kinds.”  The  fact,  however,  is  overlooked  that  it  is  education 
which  will  make  persons  in  the  future  avoid  many  of  the  things 
whose  manufacture  the  author  advocates  ;  as,  for  instance,  sten¬ 
cilling,  wax  fruits,  grotesquely  painted  flints,  pipe-stem  beads, 
&c.  The  book  contains  many  useful  and  some  novel  hints,  one 
of  the  latter  being  indeed  a  striking  one — namely,  that  our 
tramps  and  gipsies  should  employ  themselves  as  cheap  Art 
decorators,  going  about  from  village  to  village  with  stencil  plates 
whereby  to  ornament  the  cottages  of  the  labourers. 

“Pictures  from  the  German  Fatherland.”  (The 
Religious  Tract  Society.  8s.) — This  volume  contains  in  a 
compact  compass  an  appetising  amount  of  information  respect¬ 
ing  towns  in  the  Black  Forest,  Northern  Germany,  Prague  and 
Munich,  the  Tyrol,  Vienna,  and  Luther’s  country.  It  is  pro¬ 
fusely  illustrated,  and,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  the  woodcuts 
are  admirable.  We  may  especially  single  out  those  of  the 
Dachstein  Range,  Binneck,  the  Finstermunz  Pass,  Meissen, 
the  Goose  Market,  Berlin,  Hildesheim,  Hameln,  and  Lubeck. 
The  Rev.  Samuel  Green,  to  whom  the  compilation  is  due,  has 
so  arranged  it  that  without  losing  the  object  which  the  Religious 
Tract  Society  had  in  view,  he  has  obtruded  nothing  which  could 
annoy  the  most  secular- minded  of  his  readers.  We  can  recom¬ 
mend  the  work  as  a  capital  and  cheap  present. 

“English  Lake  Scenery.”  (John  Walker  &  Co.)— This 
gift-book  contains  twenty-flve  views  of  the  Lakes,  executed  in 
chromo-lithography  in  a  style  superior  to  what  we  are  usually 
accustomed  to.  The  distances  and  the  cloud  effects  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  but  especially  in  those  of  Elterwater,  Der- 
wentwater,  Haweswater,  and  Brotherswater,  are  rendered  in  a 
tender  manner.  The  foregrounds,  as  a  rule,  are  not  so  suc¬ 
cessful,  and  the  composition  is  at  times  faulty.  Several — Crum- 


mockwater,  for  instance — have  all  the  quaintness  and  much 
of  the  manner  of  the  early  English  school  of  aquatint  engravers 
as  displayed  in  Farrington’s  views  on  the  Thames.  The  book 
will  recall  to  lovers  of  the  Lake  district  many  a  happy  day  spent 
therein,  and  will  probably  also  show  them  how  many  lovely  spots 
they  missed  seeing. 

“Catalogue  of  the  Newcastle-upon-Tyne  Public 
Library.”  Price  is.  “Catalogue  of  the  Books  in  the 
Juvenile  Lending  Department  of  the  Same.”  Price 
2d. — Newcastle  certainly  is  pressing  its  claims  for  the  title  of 
“the  most  enlightened  municipality  in  England.”  It  has 
availed  itself  to  such  an  extent  of  the  “Public  Libraries  Act” 
that  not  only  has  it  a  Town  Library  of  twenty  thousand  volumes 
for  the  elder  portion  of  the  community,  but  one  of  upwards  of  a 
thousand  volumes  for  its  young  ones,  the  latter  composed  of 
literature  of  a  healthy  nature  which  may  without  scruple  be 
placed  by  parents  in  the  hands  of  their  children.  But  in  a 
library  where,  of  necessity,  the  readers  are  not  permitted  to 
make  their  selection  from  the  shelves,  a  readily  understandable 
catalogue  is  imperative,  and  this  has  been  furnished  to  the 
Newcastle  folk  through  the  unwearied  energy  of  its  chief 
librarian,  Mr.  W.  J.  Haggerston.  He  has  compiled  two  sepa¬ 
rate  catalogues  for  young  and  old,  in  one  of  which  no  less  than 
eighty  thousand  references  are  given.  When  we  remember  the 
Chinese  proverb,  that  “  something  is  learned  every  time  a  book 
is  opened,”  we  can  apprehend  in  a  small  degree  the  benefit 
which,  by  his  arduous  labours,  the  compiler  has  bestowed  on  the 
inhabitants  of  Newcastle. 

We  have  received  a  number  of  Illustrated  Children’s  Christ¬ 
mas  books.  Regarding  them  from  an  Art  point  of  view, 
“The  Necklace  of  Princess  Florimonde,”  by  Mary  De  Morgan 
(Macmillan),  with  illustrations  by  Walter  Crane,  is  undoubtedly 
in  advance  of  any  others  ;  but  then  the  price  is  considerable,  and 
within  the  reach  of  but  few  little  ones’  pockets.  For  those  whose 
pence  are  limited  we  can  recommend  “  The  Tiny  Natural  History 
Series”  (Griffith  and  Farran).  There  are  some  dozen  different 
works  to  select  from,  and  the  majority  are  illustrated  by  Harrison 
Weir,  and  that  is  a  sufficient  guarantee  of  their  excellence. 
The  best  of  the  series  appear  to  be  “The  Pet  Pony”  and 
“  Wise  Birds.”  What  a  different  book  the  Child's  Companion 
is  from  what  it  was  in  the  days  of  our  childhood,  with  a  dozen 
small  pages  a  month,  and,  as  a  treat,  a  feeble  chromo-litho¬ 
graph  at  Christmas ;  now  a  handsome  volume,  with  hundreds 
of  illustrations  by  the  best  artists,  and  a  meritorious  coloured 
engraving  as  its  title.  The  same  publishers  (the  Religious 
Tract  Society)  issue,  this  Christmas,  several  children’s  books  in 
which  the  uncoloured  illustrations  are  very  good,  notably 
‘  Thoughtful  Joe,’  a  tale  that  every  father  should  get  for 
his  boy.  In  their  coloured  illustrations  they  are  not  so  suc¬ 
cessful.  It  is  needless  to  say  that  the  British  IVorkman 
(S.  W.  Partridge  &  Co.)  maintains  its  predominance  over  all 
others  of  the  magazines  which  appeal  to  the  working  classes  for 
excellence  of  workmanship  in  its  illustrations.  The  cover,  with 
its  picture  of  the  costermonger  crying  fish,  is  capitally  attrac¬ 
tive.  It  is  hard  to  estimate  the  good  that  may  be  done  by  the 
gratuitous  circulation  of  this  magazine  among  coffee-houses 
attended  by  the  class  to  which  it  appeals.  Its  younger  com¬ 
panion,  the  Ba7id  of  Hope  Review,  is  dedicated  to  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  S.  C.  Hall,  and  contains  their  portraits. 

We  have  also  received  some  Christmas  cards  from  Messrs. 
Hildesheimer  and  Faulkner,  which  exhibit  a  considerable  ad¬ 
vance,  both  in  design  and  colouring,  over  those  of  last  year; 
notably  we  would  mention  some  flower  subjects  from  Mrs.  Duf- 
field’s  well-known  brush,  with  appropriate  verses  by  the  authoress 
of  “John  Halifax,  Gentleman.” 


FINIS. 


PRINTED  BY  VIRTUE  AND  CO.,  LIMITED,  CITY  ROAD,  LONDON. 


-^1 


V. 


^  --  •  ’  ■  % 


m  K 
r 


1 


T 

*•4 


C 


j  JljW.  \ 


igSifel 


mmm 


SSiiiPii 

USSiiiitS 


SSI 


1*^5/ 


?sM^ 

feS 


iSTw^-jJe^WtfjKVnJ ; 


iV-  '«• -.-I'-St 


mm 


is 

-■5vJ ' 

5Sq«iiR®?w  v/'  : 

it^ 

IS 

